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A VERY FRVTE 


FVL AND PLEASANT 
boke callyd the iN STR. 
cT10N ofa Chziſten wo- 
man, made kyzſte in latpne, 
by the tight famous clerk 
mayſter Lewes Uiues, 
and tourned oute of 
latyne into En⸗ 
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THE PREFACE OF THE 


MOST FAMOVS CLERKE MAISTER 
Lodonic Viues vpon bis boke called the Inſtruction 
of « Chriſten woman vnto the moſt gratious 
 princeſſe Katherine of Englande. 


i HAVE BEN moued partly by the 
holynes and goodnes of your lyuyng, 
9! partly by $ fauour and loue thatyour 
A grace beareth towarde holy ſtudy and 
14 A {1 lernyng, to wꝛite ſome thing vnto your 
— KI good grace, of thpnfozmacion a bꝛyn⸗ 
gyng bp ofa Chziſten woman: matter neuer yet en⸗ 
treated of any man, amonge ſo great plenty and va⸗ 
riete of wyttes and wziters, Fo: Fenophon and Iri- 
ſtotle, gyuyng rules of houſe kepyng, and Plato ima: 
kyng pzeceptes of oꝛderyng the common weale, ſpake 
many thynges appettaynyng vnto the womans office 
and dewte : Ind ſaynt Cypꝛian.ſaint Hieronime,ſaint 
Ambꝛoſe and ſaint Juguſtine,haue entreated of may- 
des and wydowes, but in ſuche wyſe, that they appere 
rather to erhozte and counſayle them bnto ſome kynde 
of lpuynge, than to inſtructe and teache them. They 
ſpende all they: ſpeche in the laudes and pꝛayſes of 
chaſtitie, whiche is a goodly thynge and ſpttynge foz 
thoſe gret wytted and holy men: How be tt, they wzite 
but fewe pzeceptes and rules howe to lyue: ſuppoſpng 
it to be better, to exhozte them vnto the beſt, and helpe 
them vp to the hygheſt: than to enfozme and teache the 
lower thynges. But J wyll let paſſe all ſuche exhozta⸗ 
tions, bycauſe euery body ſhall choſe and pyke out the 
wayes of lyupng, out of theſe mens wn, 
| an 
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than of my kantaſte:and J wyl cõpyle rules of lyuing. 
¶ Therfoze in the fy:ſte boke, Þ wyll begynne at the 
begynnyng of a womans lyfe, and leade her fozth vn⸗ 
to the tyme of martage. In the ſeconde, from maryage 
bnto wydoweheed: howe ſhe ought to paſſe the tyme 
of her lyfe well and vertuouſly with her houſband. In 
the laſte boke. J enfoꝛme and teache the wydowheed, 
And bycaule the matter coude nat be other wiſe hand⸗ 
led, there be many thynges tolde in the kyꝛſt boke par⸗ 
taynyng vnto wyues and wydowes: and moche in the 
ſeconde belongyng vnto vnmaried women: and ſome 
in the thirde pertaynyng vnto all: Leſt a mayde ſhuld 
thynke. that Che nede to rede but only the fyꝛſt boke, oz 
a wyfe the ſeconde, 02 a wydowy only the thirde J wpll 
that euety of them (hall rede all. In which J haue ben 
moze ſhoꝛt. than many wolde I ſhulde haue ben. Not 
withſtandyng who ſo conſidzeth wel the cauſe of myne 
entent, and taketh good hede, (ſhall fynde it done nat 
without a ſkyl.Fo2 in gyuyng pꝛeteptes, a man ought 
ſpectally to be bꝛefe: leſte he loner dull the wyttes of 
the reders, than teche them, with longe bablynge. And 
pꝛeceptes ought to be ſuch, that euery body may ſoone 
can them, and beare eaſily in mynde. 

C[. No: be ſhulde nat be ignozante of the lawes that 
Chz:tſt and his diſciples, etre, Naule, James, Jhofi d 
Jude taughte vs: where we may ſe, that they giue vs 
the deuine pzeceptes bzefe and ſhoztely: Foz who can 
beare in remembzaunce thoſe lawes, whiche thep beare 
nat wel in mynd,that haue ſpent theyz hole lyfe in ſtudy 
of them: And therkoꝛe haue I neyther thzuſt in many er 


amples, no2 gon out of my matter to entreat generally 
of vice and vertu, which were a large fylde to * 
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bnto the ende that my boke myghte be, not onely reddẽ 
without tediouſnes, but alſo be red often. 
¶ Moꝛeouer though the pzeceptes foz men be innume⸗ 
table: women pet map be enfozined with fewe wozdes., 
Fo: men muſte be occupied bothe at home and fozthe a. 
bode, both in they; owne matters a fo: Þ comon veale. 
Therkoze it cannat be declared in fewbokes but inmany 
and longe, how they ſhall handle them ſelfe in ſo many 
and diuers thynges. Is fo: a woman hathe no charge 
to ſe to, but her honeſtpe and chaſtity. whertoꝛe whan 
ſhe is infourmed of that, ſhe is ſufficiently appoynted. 
Woherkoze thepz wyckedneſſe is the moze curſed and de⸗ 
teſtable, that go aboute to peryſſhe that one treaſure of 
women: as though a man had but one eye, and an o⸗ 
wolde.go about to put it out. 
24 wzyte fplthye and baudy rymes. which men 
can nat ſe what honeſt excuſe they can ley foz th ſelf. 
but that theyz cozrupt mynd and ſwelled with poyſon. 
can bʒeath none other thing but venome, to deſttoy the 
that are nere vnto it. But they call them ſelfe louers: 
and J beleue they be ſo in dede, ye and blynde and mad 
to withall. Ind though thou loue, canſt thou nat optein 
thyn owne, except thou infecte all other therfoze e In 
my mynde, no man was euer banyſſhed moze ryght- 
fully, than was Ouide. at leſt wiſe ik he was banyſſhed 
fo:the wutyng the crafte of loue. Foz other wzite wan⸗ 
ton and balades, but this wozſhipfull artift- 
cer, muſte make rules in goddes name, and pzeceptes 
of his vnthziftynes, a ſchole maiſter of baudzy, and a 
common coꝛrupter of vertue, 
¶ Nowe J doubt nat but ſome wpll thynke mp pꝛe⸗ 
ceptes auer ſoze and ſharpe, How be it the nature of all 
Ali. thynges 
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thynges is ſuche, that the wap of vertue is eaſye and 
large vnto good men, and the way of vice contrarye, 
ſtrapte, and roughe. But vnto pll men neyther the wap . 
that they go in, is pleaſant,noz the way of vertue large 
and eaſy inough: and ſeyng it is ſo, it is better to al- 
ſent vnto good men than yll: and tather to teken the | 
bad folkes opinion falſe, than the good mens. Pytha⸗ - 
goꝛas the philoſopher, and other ot his ſchole, in the 
diſcription of this letter, Y, ſay,that whi a man is paſt | 
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the fyzſt difficultte of vertu, al after is eaſy and plaine. 
¶ Plato giueth cotiſail,to choſe the beſt way in liuing 
which way vſe and cuſtome ſhall alſo make pleſant. 
. Our loꝛde in the goſpeliſapthe, The waye into the | 
Matt, 7. kyngdome of heuen is ſtrayte,nat bycauſe it is ſo in dede, 
but bycauſe fewe go it: excepte a man wold counte his 4 
woꝛdes falſe, where he ſapth, My yocke is ſwete, and my | 
burden lyght. Oz els where he p;omplcth, that there is 
no man that fozgothe any thynge foz his ſake, but he 
(Hal haue farre moze fo2 it agayne, yea and that in this N 
lyte. Ind what was ment therby, but the pleaſures of 
vertue : Therfoze I ſe, vnto whom my pꝛeceptes ſhall | 
ſeme tigoꝛous and ſHharpe, that is ponge men, that be 
ignozant, wanton, and vnthafty; which can nat ones 
beare the ſyghte of a good woman. Ind lyke as ranke 
hozſes ney vnto every mare, ſo they go aboute euery 
tryflynge and peuyſhe wenche, that hath a pleaſure to 
be loked bpon and loued, and they wold haue they: fo 
ly tobe alowable by the multitude of myſdoers. 28 
who layth, the agrement and abuſion of people myght 
chaunge the nature of thynges. 
¶ Itis no newes, that vll folke hate them that aduyſe 
thein well. Foz Theophzalt whan he wꝛot of this ſame 
matter | 
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matter, and ſpa ke moche of mariage ſadly and wyſelp, 
he ſette commen harlottes in his toppe. And one Leon⸗ 
tium, the concubyne of Metrodorus, ſtarted out and 
babled fourthe a boke withoute all reaſon, 02 ſhame, 
agaynſt that man moſte excellent in wyſedome and elo- 
quece: which dede was thought ſo intol lerable, that as 
though no moze hope of goodnes were left,ther roſe vp 

a pꝛouerbe of that matter, that the next remedp was to 

ſckeatreto go hang vpon. 

¶ Sapnt Hierome wꝛyteth ol hym ſeclfe vnto the holy 

mayd Demetrias in this wyſe: Moꝛe th. xxx. pere a go 

J wzote a boke of virginite, in the which J muſt nedes 

ſpeke againſt vice and patefy the trappes of the deupl, 

fo: the inſtructiõ of the maide that J taught:the which 

wꝛytyng many be withal, whan euery one ta- 


keth Þ matter, as ſaid by him ſelf, and wyl nat hete me. 


as an erhoztour and counſellour:but lotheth me; as an 
Accuſer and rebuker of his doyng. Thus ſaith he. 
¶ Lo what maner of men we ſhall diſpleaſe with tea- 
chyng them vertuoully: verely ſuche as were a ſhame 
and rebuke to pleaſe : but ſad men, chaſt maydeg. bers 
tuous wyues, wyſe wydowes. and fynally all that are 
true chziſten people, nat onely in name but allo in dede 
and with their hertes, will ſtande on our partie. whiche 
knowe and agree all in this, that nothyng can be moe 
mylde and gentylthũ the pꝛeceptes of our faith. rom 
the whiche Chziſte graunte vs neuer to declyne our 
minde and purpoſeone heates bꝛedthe. 

C J baue put in temembꝛante of their duety the good 
and holy women but lleyghtiy, other uo we and than 
I take vp ſhatpely: bycauſe I ſawe that only teching 
auayleth but alytle, vnto thoſe that ſtruggle with the 
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leadet, and mult be dꝛawen . TherfozehaueJ ſpoken {| 
ſomtyine the mozeplaynly : that they mpght ſe the fil⸗ 
thynes of thepz conditions, as it were papnted ina ta- 
ble, ts thentent that they ſhuld be a ſhamed, and at laſt 
leaue they; ſhamefull dedes. Ind allo that good wo⸗ 
men (huld be gladder to ſe them ſelf out of thole vices, 

and labour moze to be furder from them, and to entre 

in to the abitacle of bertue. Foz J had leauer (as ſaint 
Hieronime counlayleth) aduenture my ſhamefaſtnes | 
'a lyttell whyle, than teoperde my matter: ſo pet that 
JF wolde not fall in to any bnclenlynes, which were the 
gretteſt ſhame that can be,foz hym chat ſhuld be a mai⸗ 
er of chaſtitie. Yoherfoze often tymes the teder muſte 
vnderſtand moze in ſentence than J ſpeke in woꝛdes. 
Ind this wozke moſt excellẽt # gracious pzinces, J f 
offer vnto you in like maner,as if a painter wold bʒing j 
bnfo you your owne byſage and image, mooſte coun⸗ 
nyngely paynted. Foz lyke as in that purtrature pou 

myght ſe your bodily ſimilitude: ſo in theſe bokes (hal 

pou le the treſemblaunce of your mynde and goodnes; 

bycauſe that you haue bene bothe mayde. wpfe,and wp 

dowe. And ſo you haue handled pour ſelfe in all the 0z- 

dze and courſe of your lyfe, that what ſo euer pou dyd, 
myghtbe an example vnto other to lyue after. But you 

had leuet þ vertucs to be pꝛaiſed thi your (elf, How be 

it no man can pꝛaiſe the vertues of t, but he muſt 

nedes cõpꝛehend pou in the ſame pꝛaiſe. How be it your 

mynd ought to be obeied. Therfoze you ſhall vnderſtid | 
g many like vnto pou be pzaiſedhere by name expꝛeſſelp, | 
but your (elf ſpoke of cõtinually though vou be nat na- e 
med. Foz vertues can neuet be pzaiſed, but they muſt ne 
des be pzciſed with al, that be excellet in the, though theft 
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n ame be nat ſpoke ot. Alſo your dereſt daughter Mary 
ſhal rede t heſe inſttutiõs of myne, and folow in lyaing 
whiche ſhe muſt nedes do:if ſhe oꝛder her ſelfe after the 
example that ſhe hath at home with her of your vertue 
and wyſedome. Noz there is no doubt, but ſhe wyll do 
after them,and excepte ſhe alone of all other,diſapopnt 


and begyle euery mannes opinion, ſhe muſte nedes be 
both very good and holy. that is come of you and no- 
ble kynge Henty the. viii. ſuche a couple of mates: that 
pour honout and vertue paſſe all craftes of pꝛayſyng. 
Therfoze all other women (hall haue an exaumple of 
pour lyte and dedes: and by theſe bokes that J haue 
dedicated vnto pour name, thep ſhall haue rules and 
pꝛeceptes to lyue by, and ſo ſhall they be bounden bnto 
your goodnes, bothe foz that, whiche it ſelfe hath done 
in gyuyng example, and that it hath benthoccaſion 
of my wzytyng. Ind ſo J pꝛap god gyue your 
good grace longe well to fare. It Bzu- 
ges the pere of our lozde god M. 
D. and. xxiii. the fyłte 
day of Apzile. 
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INSTRYCTION OF A CHRI- 
STEN VYV OMAN. 


ige 62inctina vp of ie maide whan (Pe is « 
cf Fe 7 E: 


ABIVS Muintiltan in his boke, where 
he doth inſtruct and tcache an ozatour, 
a wpllcth his begpnnyng and entrance to 
de taken from the cradell,andno tyme to 
22 2 0 be ſlacked vnaplied to warde thende and 
, ;purpoſc ot the facultye entended: Nowe 
moche moze dylygence ought to be gyuen in a Chaſten 
virgine, that we may bothe enfourme herencreace, and 
oꝛdze it and her inſtruction and entringe, and that | 
and by from the milke : whiche J wolde, if it were pol⸗ 
ſible, ſhulde be the mothers , Ind the ſame counſaple gi⸗ 
ueth Plutarche and Phauozne, and many other of the 
wyſcſt and greatteſt philoſophers . Fo: by that meancs . 
the loue (hall be the moze betwene the mother and the 
daughter, whan none of the mothers name ſhalbe taken 
from her and put vnto any other. Foz nurces be wont 
alſo to be called mothers. And the mother map moze tru- 
ly reken her daughter her owne, whom ſhe hathe nat on⸗ 
ly bozne in her wombe and bought in to the woꝛld but 
alſo hath caried ſtyll in her armes of a babe, vnto whom 
ſhe hath gyuen tete, whome ſhe hath nouriſhed with her 
owne bloud, whoſe flepes ſhe hath cheryſhed in her lap, 
and hath cherfully accepted and kiſſed the firſt laughes, 
and firſt hath ioikully herde the ſtamaring of it. coueting 
to ſpeke, and hath holden harde * bzeſt, pzapenge it 
0 good 
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good lucke and foꝛtune. Theſe thinges (hall cauſe and 
engendze ſuche reucrent and in warde loue in the dough 
ter towarde the mother agayne, that ſhe ſhall be far 
moe loued and ſette by of her doughter, bycauſe of the 
loue that ſhe hath ſo abundantly conceyued toward her 
in grene and tender age. oho can nowe expꝛeſſe, what 
chatite theſe thinges encreace amonge kolke, whan wild 
beaſtes that haue no knowlege noz perceyuynge what 
loue meaneth, yet loue theit noꝛiſhers and bangers vp, 
noꝛ ſhon the daungers of dethe to defend and laue them? 
Moe ouer J wote not howe, but lo it is, that we ſowke 
out of out mothers teate togither with the milk not on⸗ 
ly loue but alſo conditions and diſpoſitions. Ind that is 
the cauſe ſayth the philoſpher Phauoꝛine, that makethe 
men to maruaple why they ſe many chyldꝛen, comen 
of chaſt and good women, nothinge like their parcntes, 
neyther in mynde noꝛ body, Noz the comon ſayeng come 
bp of nought, which is not vnknowen nat vnto childze: 
They that haue ben nurced with ſowes milke haue rol- 
led in the mier. Fo2 that cauſe the wyſe man Chyiſtppus 
bad choſe the wyſeſt and beſte nurces. Yohiche pꝛecepte 
J my ſelfe wyll enſue and counſayle the mothers, that 
map not noꝛiſhe their childꝛen with their owne mylke, to 
do like wyſe. Neyther J wyll ſo great diligence to be gy⸗ 
uen in ſekyng a nurce foꝛ a boy, as foꝛ a maide. Quinti⸗ 
lian thought it ſuffycient to commande that the nurces 
ſhulde nat be foule and rude ſpoken, bycauſe the wayes 
and maner of ſpeakynge taken in youth, wolde be harde 
to get away. s foꝛ their maners he cated not ſo greatly. 
which the man chylde dothe ofter lerne from home than 
at whome. Ind pet he doth allege the opinion of Chiz⸗ 
ſippus as thoughe he allowed the lame. But 2 — 

whome 
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whom we wold haue ſpecially good, requireth all inten- 
dance bothe of father and mother, leſt any ſpot of vyce 02 
vnclenlynes ſhulde ſtycke on her: Let here take no ſuch 
thynges, neyther by her bodyly ſenſes and wyttes, noz 
by her noꝛiſſhynge and bungynge vp. She (ſhall firſte 
here her nurce, firſte ſc her, and what ſo euer ſhe lerneth 
in rude and ignozant age, that wyll ſhe euer labour to 
counterfete and folowe counnynglye . Therfoze ſanct 
Hieronyme, whan he did teache the daughter of Leta, he 
warned that the nurce ſhulde be no dzunkarde, noz wan⸗ 
ton, noz full of talke and chattynge. 


C Of tbe reſidue of her infancy, Cap, i. 


At TER that ſhe is ones weaned and begynnethe 

to ſpeke and go, let al her play and paſtime be with 
maides of her owne age, and within the pꝛeſence either 
of her mother 02 ok her nurce, oz ſome other honeſte wo⸗ 
man of ſad age, that may rule and meaſure the playes 
and paſtymes of her minde,and ſet them to honeſtie and 
vertue. Juopde all mannes kyn away from her, no2 let 
her not lerne to delyte amonge men. Fo2 naturally our 
loue continueth the longeſt towarde them, with whome 
we haue paſſed our tyme in pouthe. vohiche affection of 
loue is the moſt ſtronge with women, bycauſe they be 
moꝛe diſpoſed to pleaſure and daliance. Nowe in that 
age, whiche can not pet dilcerne good from badde, they 
ſhulde be taught none yuell. Ind it is an vngratious 
opinion of them that ſay, they wyll haue their childꝛen to 
knowe bothe good and pucl. Foz by that meanes they 
ſay,they ſhall the better flee vice and folowe vertu. But 
it were moe ſuerty, and moze p2ofitable.and thertb moꝛe 
happy, not only to do none yl, but alſo not ones to know 
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it. Fo: who hath not hard that we were caſt in to miſerp, 
that ſelfe houre that the fy:fte anceſtrpes of mankynde 
knewe what was good and what was badde 7 And ve- 
rely, fathers that wyl not haue their childzen vnerpert 
and 1gno:ant of pucl;be wozthy that their childzen ſhuld 
knowe both good and yl: Ind whan they repent them of 
their puell doynge, ſhulde call pet vnto temembzaunce, 
that they lerned todo puell by their fathers mynde and 
wyll. Let the mayd lerne none vnclenly wo:des,02 wan- 
ton, oꝛ vncomely geſture and mouing of the body, nat ſo 
moche as than whan ſhe is pet ignozant what ſhe dothe, 
and innocent. Fo: lhe ſhall do the ſame, whanne ſhe ig 
growen bigger and of moze diſcretion: and it chaunceth 
vnto many, that what thynge ſo euer they haue bene ac- 
cuſtomed in befoze, they dothe ſame afterwarde at vn- 
wares and vnauiſedly . Ind often tymes ſuche b;aydes 
come vpon them againſte their wyll. And the woꝛſe they 
be, the oftener they do them. Foz folkes myndes beare 
them better away. Lette the father and mother be well 
ware that they allowe none vncomely dede of her, ney- 

ther by woꝛdes, laughynge, noz countenance, nepther 

kyſſe and enbzace her therfoꝛe: which is the fouleſt dede 

of all. Foz the mayde wyll labour to reherſe often that, 

which the thinkethe (hall pleaſe beſt her father and mo⸗ 

ther. Let all her bꝛinging vp be pure and chaſt the firſte 

peres, bycauſe of her maners, that whiche take their 

fyzſt furminge of that cuſtome in pouthe and infancy, 


C Of ber epercyſe, Cap iii, 


VI HAN ſhe is of age able to lerne any thinge, lette 
het begynne with that, whiche parteyneth vnto the 

oznament of her ſoule, and the keping and N of 2 
N | oule. 
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houſe. Howe be it J appoynt no tyme to begyn. Dome 

reken belt to begynne at the ſeuenthe pere: in which opi⸗ 

nion ate Itiſtotel, Eratoſthenes, and Chziſippus. Quin 

tilian wolde begynne at the foutthe oz fyft pere. But 

put all the oꝛdꝛyng of this matter in the diſcretion ofthe 
fathers and mothers: which may take auyſement after 

the qualities and complertions of the childe, lo they be 

not letted with inoꝛdinate affection : by reaſon whereof 

ſome ſet ſo moche by their childzen, and care ſoo ſo2e foz 

them, that they kepe them from al labour, leſt they ſhuld 

fail in to any ſyckenes. So whan they wene to encreaſe 

and ſtrength their bodies, they bzuſe and weaken them. 

The cheryl (Hinge and ſuffrance of the fathers and mo⸗ 

thers hurteth moche the chpld:en,that gyueth theym an 
vnbzydled libertie vnto vyce infinite, and ſpecyally the 
maydes. But theſe be refrayned and holden vnder, foz 
the moſt part by feare : whiche if it lacke, than hathe ſhe 
all the bzydell of nature at large, and runneth headiypng 
vnto mylchicke, and dꝛowneth her ſelfe therin: and co⸗ 

meth nat lyghtly to any goodnes, without ſhe be of na⸗ 

ture ſuch as we may ſe ſome. Therfoze let her both lerne 
her boke, and beſide that to handle woll and flare: which 
are two craftes, yet left of that olde innocent woꝛld, both 
pꝛofytable and kepers of temperance, which thing ſpe⸗ 
ctally women ought to haue in pꝛice. J wyll medle here 
with no lowe matters leſte J ſhuld ſeme to make moche 
ado about thinges that be to ſimple fo: my purpoſe. But 
J wolde in no wyſe that a woman ſhulde be ignoꝛant in 

thoſe feates, that muſte be done by hand, no nat though 
the be a pꝛiceſſe oz a quene. Foz what can ſhe do bettet.oʒ 
ought to do rather. what tyme ſhe hathe ryd her buſines 
in her houſe? Shuld ſhe talke with — oz other * 
ui. 
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And what chal ſhe ſtill talke of : Shall ſhe neuer holde 
het peace e ©; ſhal ſhe (yt and mule e what J pꝛay your 
Womans thought is ſwykte, and foz the moſte part vn- | 
ſtable, walking and wandering out from home, and ſone 
wyll llyde, by the reaſon of it owne flipernes, J wote not 
how far. Therfozc reding were the beſt, aud ther vnto J 
gyue them counſaile ſpecially. But pet whan ſhe is wery 
of reding, J can not ſc her idell as it were the women of | 
Perſeland,dzowned in volupties and pleaſures, ſitting | 
amongethe company of gelded men, ſingynge and ban- 
kettynge continually, whiche pleaſures were ofte chan- | 
ged and rencwed to eſchewe tedyouſnes, and thende of 
one pleaſure was thebegynnyng of an other folowyng. 
Sapnt Hieronyme wold haue Paula to handle wolle. 
that moſt noble womanne comen of the bloud of Scipio 
and Gracchus, whiche was alſo deſcended of the linage 
of kynge Agamemnon the pzince of all kynges, and to 
lerne to dꝛeſſe it, and to holde and occupie a rocke, with a 
wolle baſket in her lap, and turne the ſpindel, and dꝛaw 
fo:th the thꝛed with her owne fingers. And Demetrias, 
whiche was as greatof birthe, as myghty of poſſeſſions 
as ſhe, he bad haue wolle in her handes, and her ſelfe 
either to ſpinne,to warpe,o2 els wynd ſpindels in a caſe, 
fo: to thzow, wofe of, # to wynd on clewes the ſpinninge 
of others, and to oꝛdꝛe ſuche as ſhulde be wouen. Fo: the 
d:eſſynge of wolle hath ben euer a honeſt occupation fo: 
a good woman. In Rome all maydes, whan they were 
fy2ſte matyed, bzoughte vnto they: huſ bandes houſfſe 
diſtaffe and ſpyndell with wolle, and wyped,ſtriked, and | 
gatnyllhed the poſtes with wolle. whiche thynge was a 0 
great ceremony with them. Ind after ſhe ſhuld be made | 


ſyt on a felle with wolle, that ſhe myght lerne, what < 7 | 
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ought to do at home. Than after warde ſhe ſhulde faye 
theſe wozdes vnto her huſ bande, where as thow arte 
Caius, ther am J Caia. Now was this Caia Tanaquil 
an Etruſctan bone, a very noble woman and a ſadde, 
wyfe vnto kinge Tarquin Pꝛiſcus. Yohich Cala Tana⸗ 
quyl vſed al her labour in wolle. Therfoꝛe after her deth 
ſhe was wozſhipped fo: a goddes, and her image let vp 
with a rocke, as a token and a ſygne of chaſtite and la⸗ 
bout. Alſo there was a cuſtome to cry at the wedding of- 
tentymes, Thalaſſio: Thalaſſio⸗that is as pe wolde ſay, 
The wolle baſtet : The wol balket! To thetent, the newe 
marted wyfe ſhuld remembze, what ſhe ſhuld haue to do. 
Therfoze it was rekened a ſygne of a wyſe and a chaſte 
woman to do that buſineſſe , The kynges ſon of Rome, 
and noble yonge men of the kynges bloude, whan they 

kell at argument about their wyues, and came ſodaynly 
home to Rome, they founde other of the kynges daugh⸗ 
ters in lawe amonge their companions and mates ma⸗ 
kynge good chere. But they founde Lucrecia ſittynge 
at her wolle, vntyll late in thenyght, and her maydes 
buſy about her, in her owne houſe : Thanne all they by 
one aſſent gaue her the pzyce of goodnes and chaſtite, 
What tyme al the empire and dominion of Rome was in 
Juguſtus handes, yet he ſet his daughters x his nicis 
to wozke vpon wolle. Lyke wyſe Terence, where he doth 
deſcribe a ſobꝛe and a chaſte yonge woman ſaythe: Get⸗ 
tynge her liuyng by wolle and webbe. Ind Salomon, 
where he dothe ſpeke of the pꝛayſe of an holy womanne 
ſayth. She ſought foz wolle and flare, and wꝛought by 
the counſayle of her handes , Noz it makethno fozce af- 
ter my mynde, whether it be wolle oz flare,fo2 bothe par⸗ 


teyne vnto the neceſſary vſes of our Ipfe, and be honeſte 
occupa⸗ 
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occupations foz women. Inna mother vato Damuell 
the pꝛophet, made with her owne handes a lynen rochet 
fo: her ſonne. The moſt chaſt quene of Jthace Penelope 
paſſed the. rr. yeres that her huſband was away, with 
weauynge , Quenes of Macidony and Epyze weaued 
garmentes with their owne handes, foz theirhuſbades, 
and bzetherne,and fathers, and childzen : of whiche ma- 
ner garinentes, kynge Alexander ſhewed ſome vnto the 
quenes of Perle lande, that his mother and ſiſters had 
made. wꝛiters of hiſtoxes make mention, that in olde 
tyme there was wont in Spapne, greatte wagers to be 
layde, who ſhulde ſpyn, oꝛ weaue moſt, and tymes were 
apoynted to bꝛynge fozthe they: wozke to ſhewe it, and 
gyue iugement of it. And great honour and pꝛeyſe was 
yuen vnto them, that laboured moſt and dyligentlyeſt. 
nd yet vnto this daye, remayneth the ſame mynde and 
loue of ſobꝛe ſadnes in many, and thapplyenge of their 
woꝛke is boſted and talked of. Ind amonge al good wo⸗ 
men it is a great ſhame to be ydell. Therfoze quene Jſa- 
bell, kynge Fardinandos wyke, taught her doughters to 
ſpyn, ſowe, x peint:ot whom two were quenes of Poztu- 
gal, the thirde of payne mother vnto Carolus Ceſar, 
And the fourth the moſt holy and deuout wyfe vnto the 
moſt noble pʒꝛince Arthure, bzother vnto oure moſt gra⸗ 
tious ſoueraygne lozde kynge HENRY the. VIII. 
Let the mayd alſo lerne cokery, not that lubbering and 
crceſſe in meates to ſerue a great meynp, ful ot delitious 
pleaſures and glotony, which cokes medle with, but ſo⸗ 
bꝛe and meaſurable, that ſhe may lerne to dꝛeſſe meate fo 
her father, and mother, and bzetherne, whyle (he is a 
mayde:and fo: her huſbande and child:en, whan ſhe is 8 


wyfe: and ſo ſhal ſhe gette her great thanke bothe of the 
one 
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one and thother, whan ſhe dothe not laye all thelabour 
vpon the ſeruantes. But her ſelife pꝛepate ſuch thinges 
as ſhalbe moze pleaſant vnto her father and mother, bꝛe 
therne,and hul band. and childzen, than if they were dꝛeſ⸗ 
ſed by ſeruauntes . Ind that the moze plcaſaunt, if they 
were ſicke. Noz let no body lothe the name of the kechin, 
namely beyng a thing very neceſſaty, without the which 
neither ſicke kolkes can amed, noz hole folkes lyue. The 
whiche occupation Achilles both a kynge and a kynges 
ſon, and a loꝛde moſte noble, dyd not dil dayne to do. Foz 
what time Uliſſes and eſtoz came to hym, fo2 agremct 
betwene hym and Agamemnon, he layd the tables hym 
ſelfe, and tucked vp his clothes, went in to the kechyn, 
and pꝛepated they: meate, to make the noble pʒꝛinces ſo⸗ 
bꝛe and temperate chere, whom he loued lo wel. Alſo it is 
a thynge parteynynge vnto temperance and honeſty, foz 
whan the maiſtres o2 her doughter is by, all thynge is 
done the moze dylygently , wohat deintenes of hande is 
that,and what lothynge of the kechin,that they inay not 
abyde to handle oz fe that whiche their father oz mother, 
o: huſbande,o2 bzother,o2 elles their child muſt eate. Let 
them that do ſoo, vnderſtande, that they bcray and fyle 
their handes moze whan they lay them on an other man, 
than their owne huſband, than though they babled and 
blacked them in ſout. Ind that it is mozeſhame to be ſene 
in adaunce than in the kechyn, and to handle wel tables 
and cardes than meate.Ind wozſe becometh a good wo- 
man to taſt a cuppe of dꝛynke in a feaſt 02 a banket, rea⸗ 
ched vnto her by an other man, than to taſte a ſuppynge 
in the kechin to gyue her huſ bad. Therfoze by my coun⸗ 
ſayle a woman ſhall lerne this crafte, that ſhe may in e⸗ 


ucry tyme of her lyfe pleaſe her frendes, and that the 
C meate 


— > — 


= 
ER 


1 
: 
1 
„ 


To INSTRYCTION OF 


meat may come moze clenly vnto the table. J haue ſene 
in Spain and in France 5ᷣ haue mended of their ſickenes 
by meates dꝛeſſed of their wpues, doughters, oz daugh⸗ 
ters in lawe, and haue euer aftet loued theym farre the 
better fo2 it. Ind agayne J haue ſene, that haue ben ha⸗ 
ted, as doughter of the father, and doughter in lawe of 
the father in lawe, and wyfe of her hul bande, bycaule 
they haue ſayde, they coude not ſkele of coquery. 


C Of tze kernyng of mapdes, Cap. iui. 


O F M AID Es ſome be but lyttell mete foz lernynge. 
L yke wyſe as ſome men be vnapte, agayne ſome be 


euen bome vnto it, 02 at leſte not vnfete fo2 it. Therfoze 


they that be dulle are not to be diſcozaged,and thoſe that 
be apte, ſhulde be harted and encoꝛaged. J percetue that 
lerned women be ſuſpected of many: as who ſayth, the 
ſubtplitie of lerning ſhuld be a noziſſhement foz the ma- 
litiouſnes of their natute. Uerely J do not alowe in a 
ſubtill and a crafty woman ſuche lerning, as ſhuld teche 
her diſceite, and teche her no good maners and vertues: 
Not withſtandinge the pꝛeceptes of liuing. and theramz 
ples of thoſe that haue liued well, and had knowlege to 
gether of holines, be the kepers of chaſtite and purenes, 
and the copics of vertues, and þzpches to pꝛicke and to 
moue folkes to continue in them. Itiſtotel aſketh a que⸗ 
ſtiõ, Why trompettes and minſtrelles, that play at feſtis 
fo: wagis, and reſoztynges and gatherynges of people, 
whome the grekes cal in their language, as ye wold ſay, 
Bacchus ſeruantes, be euer gyuen bn(opleaſlures, and 
no goodneſſe at all, but ſpend out their thufte, and their 
lyfe in noughtynes . He maketh anſ were hym ſelfe that 
tt is ſo, bycàuſe they be euet among volupties and plea⸗ 
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ſures and bankettynge, no: here any tyme the pꝛeceptes 
of good liumg,no: regard any man that lyueth wel, and 
thcrfoze they can lyue none other wyſe, than they haue 
lerned, eyther by ſeing oz heryng. Nowe haue they hard, 
no: ſene, neither vſed any thing, but pleaſure and beaſtli⸗ 
nes, amonge vncomelp cryeng and ſhouttynge, amonge 
dauncers and kyſſers, laughers and eaters, dzunkerdes 
and ſpcwers,amonge kolke dzowned in ercedynge ouer⸗ 
moche iope and gladnes, al care and mynde of goodnes 
laid aparte. Thert̃oꝛe muſt they nedes ſhew ſuch thinges 
in their conditions al their lyfe . But you ſhal not light⸗ 
ly fynde an yl womanne. excepte it be ſuche one, as eyther 
knoweth not oz at leſte way cõſidereth not what chaſtite 
and honeſty is woꝛth, noꝛ ſeeth what milchiefe ſhe doeth, 
wha ſhe foꝛgoeth it, noꝛ regardeth how great a treaſure, 
fo: howfowle, fo: howe light, and traſitozy an image of 
pleaſure ſhe changeth, what a ſozt of vngratiouſneſſis 
ſhe letteth in, what tyme ſhe ſhutteth foꝛthe chaſtyte,noz 
pondzeth what bodily pleaſure is, howe vayne x folyſhe 
à thinge, which is not wozthe the turnynge of an hande, 
not only vnwozthy, wherfoze ſhe ſhulde caſte away that 
whiche is moſt goodly treaſure,that a woman can haue. 
And ſhe thathath lerned in bokes to caſte this and ſuch 
other thinges, and hath furnyſhed and fenſed her mynde 
with holy counſayles, ſhal neuer fynd to do any vplany. 
Fo2 if ſhe can fynd in her haste to do naughtyly. hauyng 
ſo many pꝛeceptes of vcrtue to kepe her, what ſhulde we 
ſuppoſe ſhe ſhuld do, hauyng no knowleg of goodnes at 
al:Ind truly if we wold cal theold wozld to remembzãce, 
and reherſe their tyme, we ſhall fpnde no lerned woman 
that euer was ll, where J coude bꝛynge fozth an hun⸗ 
dzed good, as Coznelia the mother of +" 
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was an example of all goodnes and chaſtite, and taught 
her childꝛen her owne ſelfe. And Poztia the wyfe of Bru- 
tus, that toke of her fathers wyſedome. Ind Cleobula 
daughter of Cleobulus, one of the. vii. wyſe men, which 
Cleobula was (| wa vnto lernynge and philoſophte, 


that ſhe clerely diſpiſed al pleaſure ofthe body, and liued 
perpetually a mayoe, at whome the doughter of Pitha- 
goꝛas the philoſopher toke example, which after her fa⸗ 
thers dethe was the ruler of his ſchole, and was made 
the mayſtres of the college of virgins. Allo Theaneo, 
one of the ſame ſecte and ſchole doughter vnto Wetapo- 
tus, whiche had alſo the gift of pꝛopheſy, was a womna 
of ſingular chaſtite. And ſaint Hieronime ſayth, that p.r. 
Sibilles were virgins . Ilſo Caſſandꝛa, and pꝛophetis 
of Appollo, and Juno at Criſſa, were virgins . Ind that 
was a common thing, as we rede, that thoſe women that 


were pꝛophetes, were vrigins eke. And ſhe ß anſwered 


ſuche as came to a[ke any thinge of Apollo in Delphis, 
was euer a virgine, of whom the firſte was Phemone, 
which firſte found verſe rotal, Alſo Dulpitia wyfe vnto 
Calcno, lefte behynde her holy pꝛeceptes of matrimo⸗ 
ay, that ſhe had vſed in her lyuinge her ſelfe, of whome 
the poet Martiall wꝛiteth on this wyſe, | 

Redcth Sulpitia all yonge women, 

That caſt youre mynde to pleaſe one man. 

Kedcth Dulpitia alſo all men 

That do ehtende to pleaſe one woman. 

Of honeſt and vertuous loue, doth ſhe tell, 

Chaſt paſtymes, plapes, and pleaſure, 

Whole bokes who ſo conſidereth well, | 

Shall ſay ther is noneholpyer, 


And it is playnely knowen, that no man in that tyme 
a was 
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was inoꝛe happy of his wyfe than was Caleno of Sul⸗ 
pitia. Yoztctia the doughter of Hoztentius the ozatour, 
dyd ſo reſemble her fathers eloquence, that ſhe made an 
oꝛation vnto the tuges of the cyte foz the women, which 
o2atio the ſucceſſouts of that tyme dyd rede,not only as 
a laud and pꝛayſe of womẽs eloquence, but alſo to lerne 
counnynge of it, as well as of Cicero 02 Demoſthenes 
0:ations . Edeſia of the cite of Alexandze, kinſwoman 
vnto Sitian the philoſpher, was of ſo great lernynge 
and vertuous diſpoſition, that ſhe was a woundze bnto 
all the wozlde in her tyme . Cozinna Theia a vertuous 
woman ouer came the po ete Pindar.v.tymes in verles, 
Paula the wyfe of Senec, enfourmed with the doctrine 
of her huſbad,folowed alſo her huſband in conditions. 
Ind Denec hym ſelfe maketh ſozowe that hys mother 
was not wel lerncd in the pꝛeceptes of wyſe men, whiche 
ſhe had ben entred in at her huſbandes commandement, 
Frgentaria Polla, wyfe vnto the poet Lucan, whiche 
after her huſbandes dethe co:ected his bokes, and it is 
ſayde,that ſhe helped hym with the makynge, was a no⸗ 
ble woman of birthe,rpche,and ercellent of beautie, and 
wyt, and chaſtite, of whome Calliope in Statius, ſpea⸗ 
keth thus vnto Lucan, 

I ſhall not gyue the onelp excellence in makynge, 

But alſo bynde in mariage the vnto 

One mete foʒ thy wytte and great counnyng, 

Suche as Uenus wold gyue, oꝛ the goddes Juno 

In beauty, ſpmplicite, and gentilnes 

n byꝛthe, grace fauour, and riches, 

Alo Diodoꝛus the logitian had. v. doughters ercellent - 
in lernynge and chaſtite: of whome Philo mapſter vnto 
Carneades, wꝛiteth the hiſtozy . Zenobia the quecne of 

| Tau. Pal⸗ 
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Palmy:a, was lerned both in latyne and greke, and 
w:2ote an hiſtozy, of whome, with other mo in the nerte 
boke, J (hall tell the meruaylous chaſtite. I nede not to 
reherſe the Chꝛiſten women,. as Tecla diſciple of Paule, 


a ſcholer mete fo: ſuche a noble mayſter, and Cateryne 
of Alexandꝛia, doughter vnto Coſtus, whiche ouercame 
in diſputations the greatteſt and moſte exerciſed philo⸗ 
ſophers. There was one of the ſame name Catharyne 
Denenſis a wondzous counnynge mayde. whiche hath 
lefte behynde her examples of het witte: in the whyche 
doth appere the purenes of her moſte holy mynde. Noz 
we nede not to enuy the pagans fo; their poetis, whiche 
haue in one houſe foure maydes all poetis, the dough- 
ters of Philippe. And in ſaynt Hieronimes tyme al holy 
women were very well lerned. wolde god that nowe a 
dayes, many olde men were ableto be compared vnto 
them in counnynge. Daynt Hieronyme wzyteth vato 
Paula, Lets, Euſtachium, Fabiola. Marcella, Furia, 
Demetrias, Salma, and Hierontia: Daynt Ambzoſe 
bnto other: Daynt Juguſtyne vnto other, and all mar- 
uclons wytted, well lerned, and holy. Ualeria Pꝛoba, 
whiche loued her huſbande ſyngularly well, made the 
Iyfe of out loꝛde Chziſte out of Uirgils verſes. vozyters 
of Cronicles ſay, that Theodoſia doughter vnto The⸗ 
odoſius the yonger, was as noble by her lernynge and 
bertue,as by her Empire, and the makynges that be ta⸗ 
ken out of Homer named Centones be called hers. J 
haue red epiſtoles and counnyng wozkes of Hildegard, 
a mayde of Ilmapyne , There hath bene ſene in our time 
the foure doughters ot quene Jſabell, of whom I ſpake 
a lytell befoze, that were well lerned all. Jt is tolde me 


with great pꝛeiſe and matuaple in many places of = 
coun- 
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tountte, that dame Joanne, the wyfe ol kinge Philippe, 
mother vnto Carolus that nowe is, was wont to make 
anſ were in latyne, and that without any ſtudy vnto the 
oꝛations that were made alter the cuſtome in townes, 
vnto new pzinces , The ſame ſayth euety body by the o⸗ 
ther.ii. ſyſtets, which be dead in Poztugal. Then which. 
iili.ſyſters there were no quenes by any mannes remem- 
bꝛance moze chaſte of body thanne they, none of better 
name, none better loued of their ſubtectes, noꝛ moze fa- 
uoꝛed, noꝛ better loued their huſbandes, none that moze 
lowely dyd obey them, noz that kepte bothe thepm and 
all theirs, better without ſpotte of vilany, thcre were 
none that moꝛe hated filthynes and wantonnes, none 
that euer dyd moze perfectly fulfpll all the popntes of a 
good woman, 

¶ Nowe if a man may be ſuffered amonge queenes to 
ſpcke of moze meane folkes, Þ wold rcken amonge this 
ſo:t the daughters of S. T. M. n. M. E. and C, with 
them their kynnes woman. M. G. whome their father 
not content only to haue them good and very chaſt, wold 
alſo they ſhuld be well lerned, ſuppoſynge that by that 
meane they ſhuld be moze truly and furely chaſt. voher 
in neyther that great wyſe man is diſceyued, no2 none o⸗ 
ther that are ol the fame opinion. Foz the ſtudy of ler⸗ 
ning is ſuch a thing, that it occupieth ones mind holly, 
and lifteth it vp vnto the knowlege of moſt goodly mat⸗ 
ters, and plucketh it from the remebꝛaunce ot ſuch thin⸗ 
ges as be foul. Ind if any ſuch thought come in to their 
mynd, eyther the mynde, well foztified with the pꝛecep⸗ 
tes of good lyuynge, auoydeth them awap, oz elsit gy⸗ 
neth none hede vnto thoſe thynges that be vyle x foule, 
wha it hath other mol} goodly and pure 3 
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with it is delyted , And therfoze J ſuppoſe that Pallas 
the goddes of wyſedome and counyng, and all the Mu⸗ 
les, were feyned in olde tyme to be birgyns. And the 
mynde, ſet vpon lernynge and wyſedome, Hall not only 
abhoꝛte from fouleluſte, that is to ſaye the moſte whyte 
thinge from ſout, and the moſte pure from ſpottes . But 
alſo they ſhall leaue all ſuche lyght and triflynge pleaſu- 
res, wherin the lyght fantaſies of maydes haue delite, as 
ſonges, daunces, and ſuche other wanton and pyuyſhe 
plates. woman ſaythe Plutarche, giuen vnto lerning, 
wyll never delyte in daunſynge. But here parauenture 
a man wolde al ke, what lernynge a woman ſhuld be ſet 
bnto, and what ſhall ſhe ſtudy: I haue tolde you . The 
ſtudy of wyſedom,the which doth enſtruct their maners, 
and enfourme their lyuing,# teacheth them the waye of 
good and holy lyfe. Is fo: eloquence J haue no great 
care, no a woman nedeth it not, but ſhe nedeth goodnes 
and wyſedome. No2 it is no ſhame fo: a woman to holde 
her peace, but it is ſhame foʒ her and abomynable to lack 
diſcretion, and to lyue pl. No J wyl not here condempne 
eloquence, which both Quintilian, and (aint Hieronime 
folowyng hym, ſay, was pꝛeyſed in Co:nelya the mother 
of Gracchus,and in Hoꝛtentia the doughter of Yoztcn- 
tius. It there may be founde any holy and well lerned 
woman, J had leauer haue her to teach them. It there be 
none, let vs choſe ſome man either well aged, ozcls very 
good and vertuous, which hathe a wyfe, and that right 
fay:e ynoughe, whome he louethe well, and ſo ſhall he 
not deſyꝛe other. Fo: theſe thinges oughte to be ſene vn- 
to, fo as moche as chaſtite in bꝛinginge vp a woman re- 
quireth the moſt dilygence, and in a maner all to gether. 


Whan ſhe ſhalbe taught to rede, let thoſe bokes be 2 
a 8 
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in hande, that may teche good maners , Ind whan ſhe 
ſal lerne to wꝛyte, let not her example be voyd verles, 
noꝛ wanton oz triflynge ſonges,but ſome ſad ſentence, 
pꝛudent and chaſte, taken out of holy ſcripture, oz the 
ſayenges of philoſophers, which by often wzityng ſhe 
may faſten better in her memozy. Ind in leruynge, as 
J poynte none ende tothe manne, no moze J doo to the 

woman: ſauing it is mete that the man haue knowlege 
| of many and diuers thinges, that may both pꝛokit hymn 


ſelfe # the comon welthe,bothe with the vſc and increa- 

| ſinge of lernyng.But J wold the woman ſhuld be al to 

gether in that parte of philoſophy, that takethe vpon 

it to cenfourme, and teche,and amende the conditions. 

Finally let her lerne fo her ſelfc alone and her yonge 

5 childzen, 62 her ſyſters in our loꝛde. Fo2 it neyther bez 

b cometh a woman to rule a ſchole, noꝛ to lyue amonge 
men, o ſpeke abꝛode, and ſhake ot her demurcnes and 
honeſty, eyther all together oz els a great parte:which 
if ſhe be good, it were better to be at whome within 
and vnknowe to other folkes. Ind in company to hold 
her tonge demurely. And let fewe ſe her, and none at al 

h here her. Theapoltle Paule the veſſell of election, en⸗ | 
fourming and teachynge the churche of the Cozinthis Cor.. 
with holy pzeceptes, ſaythe: Let youre women holde 
their tonges in congtegations, noꝛ they be not allowed 
to ſpeake but to be ſubtecte as the lawe biddeth. It they 
wolde lerne any thing. lette them aſke their huſbandes 
at home. Ind vnto his diſciple Timothe he wzytethe 1. Ti, 2. 
on this wyſe: Let a woman lerne in ſplence with a ſub⸗ 
iection. But J gyue no lycence to a woman to be a te⸗ 
cher, noz to haue authozite of the man, but to be in ſi⸗ 

lece. Fo Adam was the fyꝛſt _ and after Eue and Sea. 


Idame 
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Adaine was not betrayed,the womã was betrayed in to 
the brethe of the commandement . Therfoze bycaule a 
woman ts a fraple thinge,and of weake diſcretion,and 
that map lightly be diſcepued. whiche thinge our fy:ſte 
mother Eue ſheweth, whome the dyuell caught with a 
lyght argument. Therkoꝛe a woman ſHuld not teache, 
leſte whan (he hath taken a falſe opinion and beleue of 
any thyng, ſhe ſpꝛed it in to the herars, by the auctozite 
of mayſterſhyp,and lyghtiy bzinge other in to the ſame 
errour, fo: the lerners commonly do after the teacher 


with good wpll, 
C what 80kes be fo be redbe, and what not. Cap. . 


AYNT Hieronime wttynge vnto Leta of the tea⸗ 

chynge of Paula,commaundeth thus:Let her lerne 
to here nothinge,noz ſpeke, but it that perteyneth vnto 
the feate of god. Noz ther is no dout, but he wyll coun⸗ 
ſaile the lame of redinge. There is an vſe nowe a dates, 
wozke than amonge the pagans, that bokes wziten in 
our mothers tonges that be made but foꝛ idel men and 
women to rede, haue noneother matter but of war and 
loue: of the whiche bokes Ithinke it (all not nede to 
gyue any pꝛeceptes. If Iſpeke vnto Chꝛiſten folkes, 
what nede Ito teil what a miſchiefe is to warde, whan 
ſtrawe and dꝛy woode is caſt in to the fire! Yea but theſe 
be wꝛitten ſay they, foz idell folke, as though idelnes 
were not a vice gret inough of it ſcife, without fire bꝛõ⸗ 
des be put vnto it, where with the fy2e may catche ama 
all together, and moe hote. what ſhulde a mayde do 
with armoute! Whiche ones to name were a ſhame fog 
her. J haue harde tell, that in ſome places gentylwo⸗ 
men behold marucilous buſily the playes # 1 
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of armed men, # gyue ſentence and iudgement ok them: 
and that the men feare and ſet moze by their iugemen⸗ 
tes than the mennes. It can not lyghtly be a chaſte 
mayd, that is occupied with thinkyng on armour,and 
turney,and mannes valiaunce. what places amonge 
theſe be foz cha ſtite vnarmed and weaker A woman p 
vleth thoſe feates,dzinketh poyſõ in het hart, of whom 
this care and theſe wozdes be the playne ſayenges ; 
This is a deadly ſickenes, noz yet ought to be ſhewed 
of me, but to be couered and holden bnder, leſt it hurte 
other with the ſinel, and defile them with the infection, 
Therfoze whan J can not tell, whether it be mete fo a 
Ch:iſten man to handle armour, howe ſhulde it be le⸗ 
full foza woman to loke vpon them, pea thoughe ſhe 
handle them not, yet to be conuerſant amonge theym 
with harte and mynde, whiche is wozle* Moze ouer, 
wherto redeſt thou other mennes loue and gloſpnge 
woꝛdes, and by lyttell and lytel dzinkeſt the enticemen⸗ 
tes of the poyſon buknowpnge, and many tymes ware 
E wittinglye Foz manp, in whom ther is no good mynd 
al redy, reden thoſe bokis, to kepe hym ſelfe in Þ though 
tes of loue. It were better foz them not only to haue no 
lerninge at al, but alſo to leſe their eyes, that they ſhuld 
not rede, and their eares, that they ſhulde not here. Foz 


as out loꝛde ſaith in the goſpel; It were bettet foꝛ them Matt. is: 


to go blynd a deffe in to lyfe, than with. ii.eies to be caſt 
in to hel. This mayde is ſo vile vnto Chziſten folkes, 
that ſhe is a bominable vnto pagans, wherfoze Þ won 
det of the holy pzeachers, that whan thep make great a 
doabout many ſinall matters, manp tymes, they crp not 
out on this in euery ſermone. J maruaple, that wyſe 
fathers wyll ſuffre their doughters, oz that huſbandes 


D. ii. | 


* 
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wyll ſuffre their wyueg, oz that the maners and cuſto- | 
mes of people wpll diſſemble and ouer loke,that womẽ 
ſHall vſe to rede wantonnes. It were ſyttynge, that 
common lawes and officers ſhuld not onely loke vpon 
the courtes and matters of ſute,but alſomatters bothe 
commune and pꝛiuate. Therkoze it were conuenient by 
| a comune lawe to put away foule rebaudy ſonges, out 
of the peoples mouthes, whiche be ſo vſed as thoughe | 
1 nothynge ought to be ſongen in the cyte, but foule and 
| fylthy ſonges, that no good manne can here without 
ſhame, noꝛ no wyſe maune without diſpleaſure. They 
| that made ſuche ſonges, ſeme to haue none other pur- 
pole, but to co:rupt the maners of ponge folkes, and 
they doo none other wyſe, than they that infecte the 
common welles with poyſon. What a cuſtome is this, 
that a ſonge ſhall not be regarded, but it be full of fyl⸗ 
thynes ! Ind this the lawes ought to take hede of, and 
of thoſe vngratious bokes, ſuche as be in my countre 
in Spapne: Imadiſe, Flouſande, Tirante, Triſtane, 
and Celeſtina the baude mother of naughtynes. In 
Fraunce: Lancelot du Lake, Paris and Uienna, Pon- 
thus and Sidonia, and Melucpne. Jn Flaunders: 
Flozy and white flo wze, Leonell and Canamour,Curtz 
| as and Flozet, yꝛamus: and Thiſbe. Jn Englande: 
| Parthenope, Genarides, Hippomadon, wyllpam and 
Meliout, Libius, and Arthur, Gupe, Beuis, and many | 
other. Ind ſome tranſlated out of latine in to vulgare 
ſpeches, as the vnſauety conceytes of Pogius.and of 
Aeneas Siluius, Eurtalus and Lucretia. vohich bo⸗ | 
kes but ydel men wꝛote bnlerned, and ſet al vpon filthe þ 
and victoutnes, in whome J wonder what ſhuld delite 


men, but that vice pleaſeth them ſo moche . Is foꝛ ler⸗ 
ning, | 
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nyng,none is to be loked foz tn thoſe men, whiche ſawe 
neuer ſo moche as a ſhadowe of lernyng theym ſelfe. 
Ind whan they tell ought, what delyte can be inthoſe 
thinges, that be ſo playne and folyſhelies : Dne kyl⸗ 
lethj.xx.hym ſelfe alone, an other.rrr.an other wounded 
with. C. woundes, and lefte dead, riſeth vp agayne, 
and on the next day made hole and ſtrong,ouer cometh 
tt. gyantes, and than goeth away loden with golde, 
and ſiluer, and pꝛecious ſtones, mo than a galy wolde 
cary away. What a madnes is it of folkes, to haue ple: 
aſure in theſe bokes ? Ilſo ther is no wytte in them, but 
a fewe wozdes of wanto luſt, whiche be ſpoken to moue 
her mynde, with whom they loue, ik it chaunce ſhe be 
ſtcdfaſt . Ind if they be red but fo2 this, the beſt were to 
make bokes of baudis craftes, fo: in other thynges, 
what crafte can be had of ſuche a maker, that is igno⸗ 
rant of all good crafte? Noz J neuer harde man ſay, 
that he lyked theſe bokes, but thoſe that neuer touched 
good bokes. Ind J miſelfe ſome time haue red in them, 
but J neuer found in them one ſtep either of goodnes 
02 wit. And as fo: thoſe that pꝛeyſe them, as J knowe 
ſome that do, J wyll beleue them, if they pꝛayſe them 
after that they haue redde Cicero and Senec, 02 ſanct 
Hieronyme, oz holy ſcripture, and haue mended they: 
lyuyng better, Foz often tymes the onely cauſe why 
they pꝛeyſe them, is bycauſe they ſe in them their owne 
conditions, as in a glaſſe. Finally though they were 
neuer ſo wytty and pleaſant, yet wold J haue no plea⸗ 
ſure infected with poyſon, noꝛ haue no woman quicke⸗ 
ned vnto vyce. Ind verely they be but foliſhe huſbanz 
des and mad, that ſuffer their wyues to ware moꝛe vn 


gratiouſip ſubtple by redynge of ſuche bokes . But 
"IF D. ui. wherto- 


[| 
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wherto ſhulde J ſpeake of folyſhe and ignozant w2pz 
ters, ſepuge that Ouide woldsnot, that he that enten- ( 
deth toflee vnchaſt maners, ſhuld ones touche the moſt | 
witty and wel lerned poetes of the grekes and latynes, 
Þ wꝛyte of louc: what can be tolde moze pleaſant,moze 
ſwete, moze quicke, moze pzofitable, with all maner of 
lernyng, than theſe poetes, Calimachus,Phileta, Ana- | 
creon, Dappho, Tibullus, Þ:opertius, and Gallus? | 
Whiche poctes all Grece, all Italy, yea and all the 
wozlde ſetteth great pꝛice by: and yet Ouide byddethe 
chaſte folkes let them alone, ſayenge in the ſecond boke \ 
of the Kemedies of loue. 4 
Thoughe J be lothe, pet wyll J (aye, 6 
with wanton poetes thou do not mell. 
Ha myne owne vertues nowe J caſte awape. 
Be ware Calimachus fo; he teacheth well 
Toloue,and Cous alſo well as he, 
And olde Inacreon wziteth full wantonlp, | 
And Sappho eke often hath cauſed me * | 
To deale with my lady mozelibcrally. 
Who can eſcape fre, that redeth Tibullus, 
©: Pꝛopertius, whan he dothe ſynge 
VUnto his lady Cynthia « Oz cls Gallus: | 
And my bokes alſo ſounde ſuche lyke thynge. | 
¶ They ſounde ſo in dede, and therfoze was he baniſ⸗ 
ſhed, nothynge without a cauſe of that good pzynce, 
Whereftoʒe I pzapſe greatly the ſayd maners eyther of 
that tyine, oz elles of that pzince , But we lyue nowe in | a 
| 
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a Ch;iſtencountre, and who is he, that is any thynge 
diſpleaſed with makers of ſuche bokes nowe a dapese 
Plato caſteth out of the common welthe of wyſe men, | g 
whiche he made, Bomer and Heſiodus the * 
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pet haue they none yl thing in compariſõ vnto Ouidts 
bokes of loue, whiche we reede, and cary theym in our 
handes, and lerne theym by harte, yca and ſome ſchole 
maiſters teache them to their ſcholers, and ſome make 
expoſitions and expound the vices. Juguſtus baniſhed 
Ouide hym ſelfe, and thynke you than that he wolde 
haue kept theſe expoſitours in the countre e excepte a 
man wolde reken it a wozſe dedeto wute vice than to 
expounde it, and enfourme the tender myndes of ponge 
kolkes therwith . we banyſſhe hym that maketh falſe 
wepghtes and meaſures,and that counterfeteth copne, 
02 an inſtrument : And what a wozke is made in theſe 
thinges fo: ſmalle matters. But he is had in honour, 
and counted a mayſter of wyſedome, that cozruptethe 
the yonge people. Therfoze a woman ſhuld beware of 
all theſe bokes, lyke wyſe as of ſerpentes oz ſnakes, 
And if there be any woman, that hathe ſuche delyte in 
theſe bokes, that ſhe wyl not leaue them out of her hans 
des: ſhe ſhulde not onely be kept from them, but alſs 
if he tede good bokes with an pil wpll and lothe ther⸗ 
to, her father and frendes ſhulde pꝛouide that ſhe may 
be kept frome all redynge , Ind ſo by diſuſe, foꝛget ler- 
nynge,if it can be done. Fo2 it is better to lacke a good 
thinge,than to vſe it pll- Noz a good woman wyll take 
no ſuch bokes in hande, noꝛ fyle her mouthe with them: 
And as moche as ſhe can, ſhe wyll go about to make o⸗ 
ther as lyke her ſelfe as ſhe may, bot he by doinge well, 
and teachynge well, and allo as fat as ſhe may tule by 
commaundynge and chargyng. Howe what bokes 
ought to be redde, ſome, euery body knoweth, as the 
goſpelles,the actes, the epiſtoles of thapoſtles,and the 
olde Teſtament, ſaynt Hieronpme, ſaynt a= — 
guſtine, 


THE INSTRYVCTION OF 


guſtine, Ambzoſe, Hilary, Gregozy, Plato, Cicero, 

cacc, and ſuche other. But as touchyng ſome, wyle 
and ſad men muſt be aſked counſayle of, in them. Noz 
the woman ought not to folowe her owne iudgement, 


leſt whan ſhe hath but a lyght entring in lernyng, che 


ſhulde take falſe foꝛ true: hurtful in ſtede of holſome, 
folyſſhe and peuyſſhe fo: ſad and wyſe. She ſhall find 
in ſuche bokes as are wozthy to be red, all thynges 
moꝛe wytty, and ful of greatter plealure,and moze ſure 
to truſt vnto : whiche ſhall bothe p:ofyte the lyfe, and 
maruatlouſly delyte the minde. Therkoꝛe on holy dates 
continually, and ſome tyme on woꝛkyng dayes, let her 
rede oz here ſuch as ſhall lyfte bp the mynd to god, and 
ſet it in a chute quietnes, and make the liuing better. 
Alſo it ſhulde be beſte afoze ſhe go to maſſe, to rede at 
home the goſpel and the epiſtole of the day, and with it 
ſome expolition, it ſhe haue any , Nowe whan thou co⸗ 
meſt from maſſe, and haſt ouer loked thy houſe, as mo⸗ 
che as pertepneth vnto thy charge, rede wyth a quiet 
mynd ſome of theſe that J haue ſpoken of,if thou canſt 
rede, it not, here. Ind on ſome woꝛkyng dayes do like⸗ 
wyſe, ik thou be not letted with ſome neceſſary buſines 
in thy houſe, and thou haue bokes at hande: and ſpeci⸗ 
ally if there be any longe ſpace betwene the holy dates. 
Fo: thinke not that holy dates be oꝛdeined of the chur- 
che to play on, and to ſytte ydell, andtalke with thy 
goſſyppes : but vnto thentent that than thou mayſte 
moꝛe intentiuely,and with a moe quiet mynde, thynke 
of god, and this lyfe of ours, and the lyke in heuen, 


chat is tocome. 
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C Df virg inite. Cap. vi. 


OVVE Wpll J talke al together with the mayde 

her ſelfe: which hathe within her a treaſure with⸗ 

out compariſon, that is the putenes bothe of body and 

mynde. Nowe lo many thinges come vnto mp remem⸗ 

bzaunce to ſay, that J wot not where is beſt to begyn: 
whether it were better to begynne where as lance Au- 
uſtyne dothe, whan he wyl intreate of holy virginite, 

[l the holy Churche is a virgin, marycd vnto one 
huſbande Chaſte , as ſanct Paule wzytethe vnto the 
Cozinthies . Than what honoure be they wozthy to 
haue, that be the membzes ok it, which kepe the ſame of- 
fyce in fleſſhe, that the hole Churche kepeth in fayth, 
whiche foloweth the mother of her huſ bande and loꝛzd: 
foʒ the churche is alſo a mother and a virgine . Noz 
there is nothynge that our loꝛde delyteth moze in, than 
virgines: noz wherein angelles moze gladly abyde, 
and plape with, and talke with e Foz they be virgins 
alſo them ſclfe,and their lozde, which wold haue a vir- 
gine vnto his mother, and a virgin to his moſte dere 
diſciple, and the church his ſpouſe a virgin . And allo 
he matyed vnto hym ſ(clfe other virgins, and goethe 
vnto mariages with virgins, And whither ſoo euer 
he goethe, that lambe without ſpotte, whiche made 
bs clene with his bloud, an hundꝛed and. xl. tbouſande 
virgins folowe hym. It is waten in the canticles: Our 


ſiſter is a littel one and hath no bzeaſtis, whether that Cant. 8. 


be the ſayeng of Chziſte oz aungels to the ſoule, in 
whome ſtandeth the very virginite pleaſant vnto god, 


Al glo;p of the kpnges daughter ts inward, ſayth Da xa. 44, 


uid in the plalnze, There is that "”__ clothingc,ther 
L 


Mat. 25, 


Lan . 


hcrdmen, whom thou folowelt , Foz if thou folowedeſt 
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is the garment ſette and powdꝛed with ſo many ber- 
tuous and pꝛetious ſtones. Be not pzoude mapde, that 
thou arte hole of body, ik thou be dzonken in mynde: 
no: bicauſe no mã hath touched thy body, cf many men 
haue perſed thy mynde. What auapleth it, thy bodyto 
be clene, whan thou beareſte thy mpnd and thy thought 
infected with a foule and an hozrible blotte O thou 
mayde, thy mynde is widcred by barnyng with man- 
nes hcate,noz thou freteſte not with holy loue, but haft 
d24cd bp all the good fatnes of the plcaſures of para- 
diſe , Therfoze art thou the folyſhemapde, and haſt no 
oyle, and whyle thou rounneſt to the ſellar, art ſhutte 
koʒthe? Ind as our lozde in the goſpell thꝛetneth: whan 
thou commeſt agayne and knockeſt, thou ſhalte be an⸗ 


ſwered: who art thou? Þ knowe the not. Thou ſhalte 


ſap than: Knoweſte thou not this body cloſed and vn⸗ 
touched of men Out loꝛd ſhal ſay agapne:F ſe not the 
body: I ſe the ſoulc open vnto men, and vnto deuplles 
woꝛſe than men, and often knocked at. Thou art pꝛoud 
made, bycauſe thy bealy hath no cauſe to ſwelle, whan 
thy mynde is ſwollen, not with mannes lede but with 
deuylles. Foz here how well thy ſpouſe lyketh the thou 
knoweſt not thy ſelfe. O mooſte goodlp of all women, 
come fo:the and folowe the ſteppes of thy flockes, and 
kede thy kyddes by the tentes of the herde men. Thou 
knoweſt not howe all onely virginite is good, thou art 
not my ſpouſe, come fozthe, and go after the ſteppes of 
thoſe flockes, whome thou haſt nozyſhed in thy mynde. 
Indſith thou doſt not fede my kiddes, fede thpn owne⸗ 
Thou loueſt not me lo moch,that am onely the hygheſt 
and the beſte herde man. Tarp nere the tentes of the 
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me, only one herdman ſhulde be knowen vnto the, and 
not many. Fo: he wyll haue all to be playn and even, 
Thy wombe ſwelleth not. noz ther is no cauſe why, no 
lette not thy mynde than ſ wel, noz let there be no cauſe 
why . I pꝛape the, vnderſtande thyne owne goodneſſe 
mayd, thy pꝛyte can not be eſtemed. if thou ioyne a chaſt 
mynde vnto thy chaſt body, if thou ſhutte vp bothe 
body and mynde, and ſcale theym with thoſe (eaſes 
that none can open, but he that hathe the keye of Da- 
uid that is thy ſpouſe : whiche reſteth ſo in the, as in a 
temple mooſte clene and goodly , Thinkeſte thou this 
any ſmall thing, that thou mapſt teceiue onely by pute⸗ 
nes that thynge, whiche can not be compꝛehended in 
this hole wozIde? How glad is a woman, if ſhe beare in 
her wambe a chylde, whiche ſhalbe a kynger But thou 
veateſt al akinge redy not onely in thy wombe, but alſo 
in thy mynde: whiche is moze goodly, yea and that ſuch 
a kynge, in whoſe garment this tytle of dignite is wzt- 
ten: Kyngcof all kynges, and lozde of all lozdes , Of 
whome pꝛophetes haue pꝛophetied, and his reygne is 
the reygne of all wozldes, whoſe teigne the angel tolde 
ſhulde haue none ende. Let vs nowe lyfte vp our ſelfe 
aboue the common people, and let vs diſpute this moſt 
goodly matter with ſaynct Auguſtyne: but pet ſoo that 
thou mayſt percepue vs:and doubtles thou ſhalte per⸗ 
cepue vs better than we ſhal our ſelfe, Foz we ſpeake of 
thy goodnes, whiche thou art not ignoꝛant of : and we 
ſhewe the that thynge, that thou haſte within the. The 


Apoc. 3. 


Apoc. 19, 


holy virgin our lady conceyued fyꝛſt in her mynde our 
loꝛde Chziſte, and after in her body. Ind it was a moze 
honozable, noble, and excellent thynge to concepue in 


mynde than in body. voherfoze thou art pattener ot the 
E. li. 1038 


Pſaf. 45. 


Job. g. 
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moze excellent conception. O happy art thou, that art 
matuelouſiy mother vnto an excelent and maruailous 
childe. Our loꝛde in the goſpel, whan the woman ſayd. 
Bleſſed be the wombe that beare thc, and the bꝛeſtes 


that thou ſuckedeſt : he anſwered, Nap, But blclled be 


they that here the woꝛde of god, and kepe it. And whan 
the Jewes tolde hym that his mother and bzetherne 


tatied hym with out he aſked them: who is my mother 


and my bꝛetherne : And poyntyng his hande towarde 
his diſctples:Thoſe be ſayde he, my bzetherne and mo- 
ther, and who lo cls obeyeth the commandement of my 
father , Wherfoze virgins and all holy ſoules, engen⸗ 
dꝛe Chiſte ſpiritually. Howe be it coꝛpoꝛally oncly one 
virgin dyd beate god and man, whiche is lpouſe and 


alſo father vnto all other virgins. O thou mayd, thm⸗ 


keſt thou this but a ſmali thinge that thou arte bothe 
mother, ſpouſe, and doughter to that god, in whome 
nothing can be, but it be thyne: and thou mayſt with 
good ryght. chalenge koz thyne! Foz bothe thou getteſt 
and art gotten and maryed vnto hym. It thou woldeſt 
haue a fayꝛe ſpouſe, it is ſapde by hym:ſ Thou art beau⸗ 
tyfull aboue the childzen of man, grace is diffuſed in 
thy lyppes. It thou woldeſt haue a tiche huſband,thou 
mapſt here ſapde of hym: Honour and riches is in his 
houſe. It thou woldeſt haue a gentilman, he is goddes 
ſonne, and rekeneth kouttene kinges in his petegrewe, 
and his generations can not be expꝛeſſed, and the aun⸗ 
tiante of his ſtocke is bet̃oꝛe the makyng of the world, 
tyme euer laſtyng. It thou woldeſt haue a myghty 


huſbande. It is ſayd by hym: He is wyſe in herte, and 


mighty in ſtrength. And in the. xliſii. pſalme: Gyꝛde the 


with thy (wozd vpon thy thygh moſt myghtily. Jf thou 
1 | | wol deſt 
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woldeſt haue a good one, thou ſhalt here nothing ofte⸗ 
ner of hym, than that he is the beſt, If thou woldeſt 
haue one of great poſſeſſions, thou redeſte of hym, that 


all thinges be ſubtecte vnder his fete. And in an o⸗ Pat s. 


ther plalme, that al thin ges do homage vnto hym, and 
that not onely men be ſubiectes vnto hym. but alſo an⸗ 
gels, and the elementes, and the heuens: whiche thing 
the verite it ſelfe teſtifieth of his owne ſelfe, ſayeng: Al 


Pſaf. 118, 


power is giuen vuto me, in heuen and erthe . If thou Mat as: 


woldeſt haue a wyſe huſband,al thinges be naked and 
open bnto the cies of hym. Noz he is not oncly wple, 
but alſo the very wyſedome it ſelfe, not the wyſedom of 
Soctates, o; Plato, oz Iriſtole,but of godalmighty 7 
Thich by that ſame wyſedome hath made and gouer⸗ 
neth this wozldc that thou ſeſt. Now think with what 
diligence this pecrle ought to be kepte, that maketh the 
Ipke vnto Þ churche, lyke vnto our lady, ſiſter vnto an- 
gels, mother vnto god, and the ſpouſe of Chziſt, beſide 
woꝛldly honouts, whiche ought to haue no place, oꝛ a 
very lyttell place, in a chʒiſten bodyes herte : But pet 
alſo they as it were faſten their ctcs vpon a virgine. 


Howe pleaſaunt and dere to euery body is a virgyn 7 gu h 
Howe reucrent a thing, euen vnto them that be pll and ſimation 


vicious them ſelfe ! Ind amonge thole foule and 
thy goddis of the pagans, they ſap that Sibyle, whom 
they all called mother, was a virgin. Ind Diana was 
8 moſt fauoured of the goddis, bicauſe ſhe was a per⸗ 
petuall virgin, Alſo thꝛe thinges made Pallas hono- 
table, virginity, ſtrengthe, and wyſedom, and ſhe was 
fepned to be bzedde of Jupiters b:ayne, whome they 
called the gretteſt and pꝛince ot the goddes, of whiche 
nothyng myght gro we, but un, 2 and wyſe. = 


fil- vir gins 80 
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that they thought virginite and wyſedom were ioyned 
together. And they dedicated the noumbze of leuen, 
bothe to chaſtite and wyſedom: And ſayd that the Mu⸗ 
ſes, whome they called the rulers of all ſciences. were 
virgins, And in the temple of Apollo Delphicus, the 
wyle woman, which inſpired with the heuenly ſpitite, 
ſhewed thynges to come vnto them, that demanded to 
knowe, was euer a virgin: whom they called alwaye 
Pithia . Jiſo ſanct Hieronyme ſaythe, that all the Si- 
byls, whom Uarro ſaythe were tenne in noumbze, were 
virgins. It Rome there was a temple of Ueſta, vnto 
whom virgins dyd anyniſter, whiche were called Ue⸗ 
ſtales, and al the Senatouts wold ryſe andreuerence 
them, eucty offycer gaue them the way, and they were 
in great honoute with all the people ok Rome. Uirgi⸗ 
nite was euer an holy thinge cuen amonge theues, 
b:eakers of Sayntuary, vngtratious liuers, mourde⸗ 
ters, and alſo amonge wylde g. Sanct Tccla, as 
ſanct Imbzoſe ſayth, altered the nature of wyld beaſtes 
with the teuerence of virginite. Uirginite hath ſo moch 
matueplous honoute in it, that wyld lyons tegarde it. 


C Of ige kepyng of vir ginſte and chhaſtite. Cap vii. 


H o vvk moche than ought that to be ſet by, that 
hath oft tymes defended women agaynſt great 
capitaines,tyzantes,and great hoſtes of men: We haue 
red of women, that haue ben taken and lette go againe 
of the moſte vnruly ſoudyours, only foz the reuerence 
of; the name of virginite, bicauſe they ſayde that they 
were virgins , Foz they iudged it a great wickednes, 
fo: a ſhoꝛt and ſmall ymage of pleaſure,to miniſhe ſo 
great a treaſure: And euerp of them had leauer _ 

* 
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an other ſhulde be the cauſer of ſo wyked a dede than 
hym ſelfe. © curſed mynde, and nat wozty to lyue, the 
which wyllyngly ſpoylethe her ſelfe of ſoo pꝛetious a 
thinge, whiche men of warte, that are accuſtomed to 
all myſchieffe,yet dꝛed to take away. Alſo loucrs, which. 
be blynde in the heat of loue, pet they ſtay and take a- 
uiſement. Foz there is none ſo outragious a louer,if he 
thinke ſhe be a virgin, but he wyll al way open his cies, 
and take diſcretion to hym and delibetation, and take 
counſaple to change his mynde. Euery man is ſo ſoʒe 
a dzcd to take a wap that, which is of ſo great pꝛice, that 
after ward neither can they their ſelfe kepe no2 rcſtoze 

agayne, though they ſhal haue no loſſe by the meanes. 
And the vngratious mayde douteth not to lole that, 

whiche ones gone, ſhe ſhall by no meanes recouer a- 

gayn, whã ſhe hath ones loſt the gretteſt tteaſute that 
euer ſhe had. Ind if motios of the mynd may do oughs, 
whiche if they be reaſonable and honeſt, ought to beare 
great rule. Let her, that hath loſte her virgimte, turne 
her whiche way ſhe wyl, ſhe ſhall fpnde all thinges ſo⸗ 
cowful and heuy, wayling,and mournyng,and angry, 
and diſpleaſerfull. what ſoꝛo we wyll herſkynneſfolkes 
make, whan euery one ſhall thynke them ſelfe dyſſho⸗ 
neſted by one ſhame of that mayde ! what mournyng, 
what teares, what wepynge of the father and mother, 
and bꝛingers vppe! Doſte thou quite them with this 
pleaſure fo: ſoo moche care andlaboure e Fs this the 
rewarde of thy bungyng vp? vohat curſing wyll there 
be of her aquaintance: what talke ot neighbouts, fren⸗ 
des, and companion s, cutrſynge that vngratious pong 
woman. Yohat mockynge and bablynge of thoſe mai⸗ 
des, that enuted her befoze 7 What a lothing —_ 
0z- 
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hoꝛryng of thoſe that loued her? what fleynge of her 
company and deſertnes, whan euerp mother wyll kepe 
not onely their doughters, but alſo their ſonnes from 
the infection of ſuche an vnthziftie maide ? Ind woars 
alſo, if ſhe had any, all flee a way from her. And thoſe 
that befoze ſembled loue with her, they openly hate her, 
yca and nowe and than with open woꝛdes, wyll caſte 
the abo minable deed in her tethe, that J wodcr howe a 
yonge woman, ſeing thts, can eyther haue iope of her 
lyfe, oꝛ lyue at all, and not pine away fo: ſorowe. Nowe 
wherto ſhulde J reherce the hate and angre of kolkes! 
Foꝛ I know that many fathers haue cut the thꝛotes of 
theit doughters, bꝛetherne of their ſyſters, and kynnel⸗ 
men of their kynnes women. 
¶ Þippomenes, a great manne of Athenes, whan he 
knewe his doughtet defoyled of one, he ſhut her vp in 
a ſtable with a wyld hozſe, kepte meateles: ſo the hozſe, 
whan he had ſuffred great hunger longe, and bycauſe 
he was ok nature fierſe, he wared mad, and all to tare 
the yonge woman to fede hym lelfe with. 

¶ Pontius Juftdian? a roma, whan he perceyued his 
doughter to be betrayed bnto Fannius Saturninus 
by her tutour, he ſlewe bothe Her and the ſeruante. 

¶ Publius Attilius Philiſcus ewe his doughter bt - 
cauſe ſhe defouled her ſelfe in aduoutry, 

¶ In the ſame cite, Lucius Uirgineus the Centurts, 
bycauſc he had leauer loſe his doughter, and ſe her dye 
a good mapde, than haue her deflowzed, ewe with a 
ſwoꝛde his welbeloued and onely doughter Uirginca, 
whan he coude fynd none other meanes.leaſt ſhe ſhuld 
be compelled to be at the luſt of the iuge. 


In Spayne by our fathers dayes in Tarraco, two 
ze 
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bꝛetherne that thoughe they? ſyſtet had ben a mayde. 
whan they ſawe her great with chylde, they diſſembled 
they: anger ſo longe as ſhee was with chylde : but as 
ſone as (he was delyuered of her chylde, they thꝛouſte 
ſwoꝛdes in to her bealy,and ſlewe her,the mydde wyfe 
lokynge on. In the ſame parte of Spapne, whan J 
was a chyld, thꝛe maydens with a longe towell. ſtran⸗ 
gled a mayden that was one of they: companions, 
whan they toke her in the abominable dede. Piſtoztes 
be full of examples, and dayly ye ſe,nepther it is mar⸗ 
uayle, that theſe be done of fathers and frendes, and 
that the affection of loue and charite is tourned ſo ſo⸗ 
daynlye in to hate: Yohan the women taken with the 
abominable and cruell loue, all loue caſte quite out of 
they: harte. hate they: fathers and mothers, bzetherne 
and childzen,natonly theirfrendes and acquaintance. 
And this J wold not that only maydens ſhuld thinke 
ſpoken buto theym, but alſo maryed women and wp⸗ 
dowes, and fynally all women. 
¶ Nowe let the woman turne to her ſelfe, and conſp⸗ 
dꝛe her owne vngratiouſnes, ſhee ſhall feare and ab⸗ 
hoꝛte her ſelfe:noꝛ take reſte dap noꝛ nyghte, but eucr 
vexed with the ſcourge of her owne conſcyence, and 
bourned as hot fyʒe bzondes, ſhal neuet loke ſtedfaſtly 
vpon any body, but ſhee ſhall be in feare, lcaſte they 
knowe ſome what of her lewdenes: that than no body 
hal ſpeake ſoftely, but ſhe (all thynke they ſpeake of 
her vnth:pftines . She ſhall neuer here talkynge of 
noughty women, but ſhe ſhall thynke it ſpoken by⸗ 
cauſe of her. No: ſhe ſhall neuer here name of coꝛru⸗ 
tion ſpoken by an other, but ſhe ſhall thynke it ment 
pher, oz of her ſelfe. Noz no Fad (hall tour pꝛiuely 


inthe 


THE INSTRYCTION OF 


in the houſe, but ſhe ſhall feare,leſt her vngtatiouſnes 
be opened, and that ſhce ſhall be punyſhed ſtrcyght . 
What realme woldeſt thou bye with ſuche perpctuall 
beration , Yohiche many a man ſuppoſeth to be none 
other peine in hel. The ſame peyne haue wycked men, 
but women farre ſozcr, bycauſe theyʒ offences be rcke- 
ned fouler, and they be moze tunozous of natute. And 
doutles.if it be well conſidꝛed, women be wozthy theſe 
punpſhementes, and moche wozle, that kepe nat theyz 
honeſty dylygently. Fo2 as foꝛ a man nedeth manye 
thinges,as wpſcedom,ecloquece, knowlege of thinges, 
with remembzaunce, ſome crafte to lyue by, Jultice, 
Lyberalyte, luſtye ſtomacke. and other thyuges moo, 
that were to longe to reherce,and though ſome of thele 
do lacke, it is not to be diſliked, ſo that many of theym 
be had: but in a woman, no manne wyll loke foz elo- 
quence, great wytte. 02 pzudence, oz crafte to lyue by, 
02 oꝛdꝛynge of the coinmen weale, oz tuſtice, oz lybera⸗ 
lite: Finally no man wyl loke foz any other thynge of 
a woman, but her honeſty : the whyche onelp, if it be 
lacked. is lyke as in a man,tf he lacke al that he ſhulde 
haue. Fo: in a woman the honeſtie is in ſtede of all. 
It is an euyll keper, that can nat kepe one thynge wel 
commptted to her kepyng, and put in truſt to her with 
moche coinmendation of woꝛdes: and ſpecially which 
no manne wpll take from her ageynſte her wyll, noz 
touche it, excepte ſhe be wyllynge her ſelfe. The which 
thynge onely, if a woman remembꝛe. it (ſhall cauſe her 
to take better hede, and to be a moze ware keper of her 
goodnes : whiche alone. thoughe all other thynges be 
neuer ſo well in ſaftie, ſo loſte, all other thynges periſ⸗ 


the to gether there with, what can be ſafe to a — 
it 
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ſayeth Lucrecia, whan her honeſty is gone: And yet 
had ſhe a chaſt mynd in a coꝛrupte body. Therfoze as 
Quintilian ſayth, ſhe thzyſte a ſwoꝛde in to her body, 
and auenged the compulſion, that the pure mynde 
myght be ſeperated from the defpled body, as ſhoꝛtly 
as coulde be. But J ſayꝛ nat this bycauſe other ſhuld 
ſhuld folowe the dede,but the mynd: Bycauſe ſhe that 
hath ones loſt her honeſtie, ſhulde thynke there is no⸗ 
thyngelefte. Take krom a woman her beauty, take 
from her, kinred. riches, comelines.eloquence.ſharpe⸗ 
nes of wytte, counnynge in her crafte : gyue her cha⸗ 
ſtite, and thou haſt gyuen her al thynges. Ind on that 
other ſyde. gyue her all theſe thynges, and calle her a 
noughtye packe:with that one wozd thou haſte taken 
al from her, and haſt lefte her bare and foule, Ther be 
alſa other thynges, both in the body and mpnde, that 
helpe a womã vnto the kepyng of her honeſty, wherof 
A wyll ſpeake nowe. 


CDf the 02dzyna of t$e body in a Firgin. Cay. viii. 


iT. HOVGHE it were not foz this purpoſe to ſpcke 

ok the body, nat withſtandynge foz as moche as 
ſome thynges that be in the mynde come of the reaſon 
and complection of the body. Therfoze muſte we ſpeke 
ſome thynge of the oꝛdꝛynge ot the body of a virgine. 
+ Fyxlt of al me thynke that it is to be tolde their father 
and mother, as Ariſtotel doth bydde in his hiſtozie of 
beaſtes, that is, that they kepe their dughters ſpecial⸗ 
lye whan they begynne to growe from chyldes ſtate, 
and holde them from mennes company. Foz that time 
they be gyuen vnto mooſte luſte of the body. Allo the 
mapdens ſhuld kepe them ſelfe, both at all other. and 
7 F. ui. at that 
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at that tyme ſpe cially, from either hcringe oꝛ ſeyng, oz 
yet thinkynge any foule thynge, which thyng (he (hal 
laboure to do, Neuer the leſſe at other tymes two, and 
vnto the tyme, that they be maryed, moche faſtynge 
ſhall be good, whiche dothe nat feble the bodye, but 
b2ydell it, and pꝛeſſe it downe, and quenche the heate 
of youthe. Fo: theſe be onely the very and holy faſtes, 
Lette they: meate be meane and eaſy to gette, neythet 
hot of it ſelte, noꝛ ſpiſed with ſpices,no2 delicate. Ind 
they oughte to temembꝛe, that our fy:ſte mother foz 
meate was caſt out of paradiſe. Ind many ponge wo⸗ 
men that had ben vſed to delycate meates, whan they 
had nat them at home, haue gone fo:th from home 
and ieoperded their honeſty . Lette their dzynke be the 
dꝛynke pꝛepared of nature, that is clene water. Ualez 
rius Maximus ſaith, that wyne was vnknowe vnto 
women of Rome in olde tyme, leaſte they ſhulde fall 
in any ſhame , Foꝛ by cauſe it was wont to be the next 
waye from Bacchus the father of intemperance,vnto 
Uenus vnlefull. But if their ſtomacke will nat beate 
water, gyue them ſome ale oz bete, oꝛ ſmall wpne, as 
halbe ſufficient to digeſt they: meatec, and nat enflame 
theyz bodies. Noz that is not only good fo; they: ma⸗ 
ners and rankenes ok the bodye, and wantonnes to 
kepe them vnder. but alſo ſhall kepe better theyz hel- 
the. J haue red in an epiſtole of ſaint Yerontme vnto 
Furia in this mancr. 

¶ Phiſitians, and ſuch as wꝛyte the natures ot men⸗ 
nes bodies. and ſpecially Galen in the boke of Helthe 
ſaythe, that the bodyes of chyldꝛen and yonge menne, 
and thole that be in luſty age, bothe men and women. 
be vety hotte of naturall heate: and that all m—_ 
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that encreaſeheate, be verpe noyſome foz them: and 
that it is good foz theym to ble all colde thynges in 
meates and dꝛynkes: Is in contraty wyſe vnto olde 
men,and ſuch as be ful ot fleme and colde, hot meates 

and olde wyne be beſte, wherfoze our ſautour ſayth : 
Take you hede to your ſelfe, that your hertes be not 
ouer commen with ſurfet and dꝛonkennes, and the ca⸗ 
res of this lyfe. Ind the apoſtle ſaythe: wyne, in whom 

is lechety. Neyther it is wonder that he that made the 

veſſell dyd perceyue this by the veſſell, that he made. 

Where Terence, whole intente was to dyſcrybe and 

ſhewe the conditpons of the world, ſayd thus: without 
meate and dzynke coꝛage wareth colde. Therfoze firſt 
ik their ſtomack be ſtronge inoughe, take water in thy 
wpne 02 dꝛynke, vntyll thy mapdes peres be paſt : and 
ſuche water as ts moſte colde. Ind if thou mayſte nat 
fo: feblenes, myngle it as Timotheus dyd, with a ly⸗ 
tell wyne fo: thy ſtomacke and weakenes. Than in 
meate eſchewe all hotte thynges. I ſpeke nat onely of 
fleſh, wherok the veſſel of election ſaint Baule ſpeketh 
this ſentence,ſayeng: It is good to cate no fleſſhe noꝛ 
dꝛynke no wyne: but alſo of pullc, al thoſe that be full 
of wynde and heuy ſhulde be eſchewed. Ind a littell 
befoze : what nedeth it vs fo2 to boſte our chaſtyte. 
whiche without it haue all beſyde that appertepneth, 
as abſtinence and ſmall fare, it can nat bʒyng pꝛoffe of 
it ſelfe : The apoſtle werieth his body, and ſubduethe 
it vnto the commandement of the mynd leſte he ſhuld 
nat kepe that hym ſelfe, which he byddeth other to do. 
Than howe can a yonge woman, that hath a body hot 
with meate. be ſure of her ſelifez Moꝛ I condempne nat 
with theſe wozdes meates that 907 hath ozdepned — 
ui. 
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vle with rendzyng of thankes, but I take from yong 


men and maydens. the kendlyng of luſte. Foz nepther 
the burnynge Etna, noz the contrey of Uulcane, no: 
Uecſcuus,no: pet Olimpus bopleth with ſuch heat. as 
the bodycs of yonge folkes enflamed with wyne and 
delycate meates, done. 

C All this haue J bzought in of ſaynte Hieronyme, 
that you myght knowe what thynges that mayſter of 
chaſtite dydde teache, which wzytyng vnto Saluina. 
hadde leauer ieoperde the helth of the bodye than the 
ſoule, ſapeng: It is better that the ſtomacke ake, than 
the mynde, and to rule the body, than to do it leruice, 
and ſtagger in goyng, than in chaſtite. 

¶ The moſt holy man Gregozius Naztanzenus,that 
was ſaynt Hieronimis maiſter, wolde that his mayde 
ſhulde alay her hunger with bzead, and quenche her 
thy:ſte with water. 

C D1ilaryus the hcremite, lyucd in wyldernes with 


ſmall foode, ſcautly pꝛeſetruynge the lyfe, and yet felte 


hym ſelfe diuers tymes pꝛicked with the bodilp luſte, 


he wcried his body with faſtyng, ſayeng: F (hal tame 
the concupiſcence.to make the thynk vpon thy meate, | 


and nat vpon thy pleaſure. Ind this ſay the diſciples 
of Chziſte, the felowes of ſaynt Paule, beyng gyuen 
vnto ſobꝛe and chaſte religion: Is who kne we, that 


the nouryſhementes of holy men ſente by the grace of 


god, were but ſymple and ſmall to content nature, 

with out any pleaſure. | 

¶ Hecliſe nouriſhed hym ſelfe and the chyldꝛen of the 
zophetes with wylde herbes, and he byddeth, make 

ſwete the bytter meat with lower,and not with ſuger. 

And he commanded the ſoudyours in Samaria, of 


whome 


XS 


* 
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whome he had put out the eies, to be fedde with bzed 
and water. 


Chu and the lyght to come, was fed in deſerte with 
graſhops and wylde hony. Yabacuch catyed the meat 
of the reapers vnto Daniell in Babylon, whyche was 
bꝛede baken bnder the aſſhes . Ind a cuppe of water 
was ſent vnto Helie from heuen. to refreſh hym with, 
and yet myght god haue ſente from heuen partriges, 
and pheſauntes, and capons, and marche payns, as 
well as bzeade, but holy folkes nede noziſhement to 
holde the ſoule in the body, and nat to dꝛowne it with. 
¶ what ſay philoſophers, # the mayſters of woꝛldly 
wiſcdome, all ſpeke of meate that is eaſye to gette, to 
kepe the mynde ſobꝛe and the body chaſte ·Socrates 
the farther of Philoſophie dpd get by ſobze dyet. p he 
was neuer infected withany ſozeoz ieoperdus ſicknes. 
C Ilſo Cozneltus Tacitus wꝛyteth, that Denec the 
philoſopher, in al his riches fed hym ſelfe with kruite 
and water: and therfoze his body was bzoughtſao 
lowe. that whan his veynes were opened, there wolde 
almoſte no bloud renne out. 

¶ How trow you that ⁊enocrates liued. which whan 
his ſcholers hadde lapde hyma goodly queane in his 
bedde, and was moche pꝛouoked of her vnto lufte, yet 
he was nat moued. 

C Plato in his lawes fozbyddeth ponge men wyne. 

Cicero in his oftycis wolde haue all the lyuynge and 
arraye of the body, to be taken to the helth a ſtrength. 
and not koꝛ pleaſure . Ind he ſayth alſo, if we wolde 
conſydꝛe, what excellence and dygnyte is in the nature 


of man, we ſhuld vnderſtand, howe great ſhame it is 
99 to 


C John the Baptiſt, that was choſen the ſhewer of Wa. 3. 
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to waſte it away riottouſly and to leade the lyfe delp⸗ 
cately and deliciouſly; # howe honeſt it is to lyue cha⸗ 
icly,ſobzely,ſadly,x meaſutably. This ſayth Cicero. 
¶ Ilſo Ouidius, gyuynge remedy of loue, byddeth 
them that ſhall lyue chaſtely alſo to lyue temperatelp, 
and eſchewe ſuche meate as moueth the body to luſte, 
and wynes ſpecially, and to bꝛynge ſuche to the table 
as refrayne the luſte of the body. 

¶ whan J ſpeake of hotte meates, J wold be bnder- 
ſtande in ſuche exerciſes alſo, that heate the body, and 
of opntmentes, lpices,talkyng, and alſo ſight of men. 
Fo: al theſe be hurtefull vnto the chaſtite: oz they fire 
the mynde with fylthy and ieoperdous heate. Noz let 
nat your bed be very ſofte, but cleane:the which thing 
alſo is to be regarded in clothes, that they be not ouer 
delicate, but without fylthe and without ſpotte, and 
lightly the minde reioyſeth in the clelines of the body. 
And ageyne, a deyntve and a delycate mynde deliteth 
in ſylkes and coſtely clothes: and what ſo euer is nat 
ſuche, it counteth harde and greuous. Gregozius 
Naztamenus foꝛbyddeth maydes to weare golde and 
perle. What a folp is it, to wene that theſe wozdes of 
our ſauiour Chuſte, Ecce qui mollibus ueſtiuntur, in do⸗ 
mibus regum ſunt, that is to ſay, Lo, they that be clothed 
in delycate clothes. be in kynges houſes . ſhulde be 
bnderſtanden on this wyſe, that thoſe, whiche be in 
the companye of Chziſtcn kynges, ſhuldc be clothed 
with fyne and coſtely clothynge.Chziſtts fayth is holy 
and ſadde,and as the pocke of it is eaſy, pleaſant, and 
ſwete vnto the ſoule, and wherin the ſoule findeth reſt 
ſo is it heup # peyneful vnto the pleaſures of 8; = 


¶ Noz let nat a mayde ſlepe ouet longe,and yet ſy 
cien 
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tient fo: her helthe, the whiche we pꝛoupde foz on this 
wyſe, that they ſhall fare better that folowe this ſobze 
dyette of outs, than they that folow pleaſures and de⸗ 
lycates : vnto which pleaſures who ſo is gyuen. we ſe 
be pale and conſumed. And beſyde all this, is ſome la⸗ 
bour to be gyuen.and ſome occupationayete fo2 a vir- 
gin, as J haue reherſed , Foz the dyuilles ſubtilte ne- 
uer cometh moze ſoner than in idelnes: Noz Uenus 
neuer vſcth her craftes moꝛe redely in any other calis, 
and that nat onely in women, but alſo in men, whiche 
be moze ſtedfaſte and conſtant. Ouide the craftes man 
of handlyng loue, determineth, that Egiſthus let his 
mynde to defoule Clytemneſtra, the wyfe of kynge 
Igamemnon, and to kyll Agamemnon hym ſelfe, foz 
none other cauſe, but bycauſe he was ſlouthtul. Ther⸗ 
fo:e in the remedies of loue, that is one of the chiefe 
pꝛeceptes, that the darte of Cupide take vs nat idell. 
Fo: he ſayth, 

It thou wylte banyſhe idelnes, | 
Cupides bowes on the ſhall haue no myght: 

Ind alſo his hotte fyʒe bzondes 

Shall lye quenched detropde of lyght. 
¶ Saint Hicronime counſaileth the holy virgin De⸗ 
metrias to eſchewe pdclnes . And therfoze whan ſhe 
hath done her p2ayers, to go in hande with wolle and 
weauynge that by ſuche change of wozkes the dayes 
ſeme nat longe . Noz he bad nat, that ſhe ſhuld wozke, 
bycauſe that ſhe was in any pouerte, whiche was one 
of the moſte noble women in Rome, and rycheſte, but 
that by the occaſion of wozkyng, ſhe ſhulde thynke on 
no thynge. but ſuche as perteyneth vnto the ſeruice of 
our lozde: which place he endeth in this wyſe. J wyll 
| G ſpeake 
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ſpeake generally,nothynge ſhall be ſpecially pꝛecious 
in Chuſtis ſyght, but in that thou makeſt thy ſelfe,er- | 
ther foz thyne owne vſe,o: euſample of other virgins, 
oz to gyue vato thy grand mother, oꝛ thy mother, no 
nat though thou deale all thy goodes vnto pooꝛe fol: 
kes. Ind vereip ſo it is, fo: ſhe that wyl be idel, oꝛ alſo : 
gyuen to play, and paſſpng of her life in pleatures, is | 
nat woꝛthy to haue her meate in the churche of Chat, | 
in the whiche ſaynt Paule the greatteſt pzeachour of | 
2,Theſ.z3- Chzilte crieth, and pꝛonounceth as a lawe : who that | 
labozeth nat, lette them nat eate. This is the commen 
peyne of mankynd, gyuen vnto theym fo2 the fyꝛſt of- 
Sea,z, fence ot our auncient father Adam: Thou ſhalt eate 
thy bzed in the ſweatte of thy face. And doubtles thole 
that be ſubiecte vnto this generall peyne, whan they ; 
offend and ſynne no lefſe than other. they ſhall haue an 
other peyne, eyther ſoꝛer.oꝛ elles no leſle, 
¶ Nou ſeing that J haue byd, that womens myndes 
ſHuld be occupied, epther with woꝛke oz els holy ſtudy 
and communication, leaſt they fall in to byce by ydel- 
neſſe: what ſhuld we thynke by thein that play at car⸗ 
des 02 dice, which maner of paſtyme, whan it is foule 
in a man, in a woman it is to be abhoʒred : what can a 
woman lerne, oꝛ thynke, playenge at the dyce e The 
mynde muſte nedes be altred and turned all to coue⸗ 
touſnes, that is of it ſelfe enclined ther vnto. and after 
fall to pariury, foꝛ gredines of the money. Alſo on the 
other ſyde, if men be there. ſhe ſhal here many thinges | 
vncomly foꝛ a woman to here. yohat a foule thynge is 
it, to ſe a woman in ſtede of her wolbaſket, to handle 
the table bourde, foꝛ her ſpindell, the dyce, and foz her 


clewe 02 pzaper boke,to turne the cardes : Ther = 5 
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wyſe man, but he had leauer ſe her ydeil, than ſo occu⸗ 
pyed. Noz ther is no wyſe man. but he wyl cutſe bothe 
her that lerneth ſuch thinges, and hym that taught it 
her, and them that ſuſtred them, 


COftze raymentes. Cay. iv. 


1 T ſemeth to apperteyne vnto the ſame place, to en⸗ 
treate of thother oznamentes of the body : Fyꝛſte of 
peyntynge. Ucrely J wolde fayne knowe, what the 
mayden meaneth , that peynteth her ſclfe : if it be to 


pleaſe her ſelfe, it is a vayne thynge : if it be to pleaſe 


Ch ziſt, it is a foly:it᷑ it be todelyte men.it is an vngra⸗ 
tious dede. Thou haſte but one ſpouſe, and to pleaſe 
hym with, make thy ſoule gay wyth vertu, and he (hal 
kyſſe the foz thy beaute. But patauenture thou ſekeſt 
ſome mi to be thy ſpouſe, and woldeſt pleaſehym with 


pepntyng: Fyzſte J ſhall ſhewe the, howe folyſhe a 


thynge it is, and than howe vngratious. Me thynke 
it moche lyke if thou wyll go about to wpn them with 
peyntynge, as though thou woldeſte entiſe oz atempt 
hym with a vyſer: whom whan thy viſer is ones of, 
thou ſhalt make as moch to lothe the, as thou madeſt 


to lyke the, whan it was on. Thou art but in yll caſe, 


ik thou haue nothyng cls to pleaſe hym with, that ſhal 
be thyne huſbande, but onely peyntyng: hoe ſhalte 
thou plcaſe hym, whan thou lackeſte thy peynlynge? 
Excepte thou wylte neuer waſhe out that cruſt, but go 
ſo with a ctuſte of peyntynge to bed. and ſoo riſe, and 
be ſoo with in and abzode amonge folkes. Ind moze 
ouer, what a peyne is it to entende that peyntynge foz 
any bodye, and nat onely fo2 the to kepe it hole fiylle e 


What a ſhame is it, it any water by chance lyght on 
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it, o: the pepntynge foztune to melte by thoccaſton of | 
| [wette oz heate, and ſhewe the very ſkynne : there can 
nothyng be moze fylthy to ſe to. Aud who J pꝛay you, 
wyl count them to be feyze. that he knoweth to be ſlub⸗ 
bered with pepntyng, and nat rather the fouler:Thep | 
lole all the honour of beauty, whan they be peynted . | 
Fo: all the beauty, that there is, is conteyned to be in 
the peyntynge. Ind alſo the tender ſkynne wpl reuyll 
the moze lone and all the fauour of the face waxeth | 
olde, and the bꝛeth ſtynketh. and the tethe ruſten, and 
an puell apze all the bodye ouer, bothe by the reaſon of 
the ceruſe, and quick liluer. and ſpecially by the reaſon 
ok the ſoopes, wherwith theye pzepare the bodye, as it 
were a table, apenſte the peyntynge on the nexte dap. 
Wherekoze Oupde called theſe dopnges venomes , q 
and nat without a cauſe. Alſo Juucnall aſketh a que- 
ſtion p2operly:Dhe that is with ſo many ayntementes 
flubbered and ſtarched, is it to be called a face oʒa ſoʒe: | 
The which thinges J wolde moze largely intreat, but 
that J ambozne in that Cite, whereas the women | 
haue a vyle name foz this thyng: and in my mynd nat 
without a cauſe. I wyll rebuke myne owne countre, 
which is to me the moſt dere, p fo2 ſhame it may leaue. 
¶ Nowe it thou canſte nat els be maryed, it is better 
neuer to mary, than to offend Chzyſt foz it, and be ma⸗ 
tied to ſome foliſhe man, that ſhal haue moze delyte in 
thy peyntynge. than in thy ſelfe . Foz what hope canſt 
thou haue in that man, that hath moze delyt in a cruſte 
of whyte Ceruſe, than in an honeſt woman: God hath 
giuen the a face after the image ot his ſon: noz he hath 
nat gyuen it naked: Fo: he hath inſpired the ſpꝛite of 
lyle, that the image of his lyfe, and all thyng may ap⸗ 
pere 
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pete in it. Vohy than doſt thou ouer couer it with dirte 


and mpyze? The apoſtle Paule byddethe a man nat to | u. 


couer his head, bycauſe it is the ymage of god: what 
wyll he ſap of the image of god in a womans face, ſoo 
fyled with that myze e And bicauſe no man (hal teken 
it as a bourde, Dapnt Hieronime ageynſte Heluidius 
waiteth in this wyſe. 


hym that made her, ſhe gothe aboute to be feyzer than 
ſhe is bozne. Ind vnto Furia:what dothe purpurice oz 
Ceruſe in a chaften bodpes face, of whome the one 
counterfaiteth the rudde of pꝛecious ſtones in the lyp⸗ 
pcs, the other whytnes of face and necke, whiche is a 
fy:e vnto ponge men, and a foment of lecherp, and in- 
ſamples of bnclene mindes Howe can ſhee wepe foz 
her ſpnne, that muſte bare herſkynne therwith, and 
fo;owe her face: This apparell is nat the couerynge 
of our lozde, it is the couer of Inticryſte. Howe dare 
ſhe lifte vp to warde heauen that face, that her maker 
wyll nat knowee This ſapth ſaynt Hieronyme. Rowe 
here the holy marty; ſapnte Cipꝛian. Excedynge gay 
rayment, and immoderate trymmyng and peyntynge 
is mete foʒ them that haue ſet out chaſtitie to ſale, and 
lightly they that ſette littell pꝛice by their honeſtie and 
goodnes, are moſte deſpꝛous of coſtely apparell. Ind 
in the ſcripture, that god wold haue vs inſtructe with 
al and taught, the cite is diſcribed an harlot, piked and 
appareled goodly,that ſhall periſhe together with her 
apparel : and ſpectally bycauſe of her apparel. 
Nowe what a madnes is todelite tn that, whiche 
euer hath done hurte, and hurteth ſtylle: and to wene 
that thou ſhalte nat peryſhe bicauſe of that, wherby 
G. ll. thou 
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thou knoweſte that other haue peryſſhed e Foz god 
made neither purple,noz crimſin ſhepe, no: taught to 
die with the iuce of herbes: neyther fyne ſylkes enbzo 
dꝛed with golde, perles. oz pꝛecious ſtones, to hyde the 
necke in. whiche he made: and to hyde that which god 
made in man: and ſhewe that, whiche the deuyll hath 
founde out and his damned angelles: whan they felle 
from the heuenly vertue vnto the erthly contagyoul⸗ 
nes, than they taught to peynt the blacke of cies, and 
tuddynes of chckes, and alter the naturall coloure of 
the heares and viſage. Ind verily ine thynke, that foz 
the dzede that our faythe teacheth vs, and foz the loue 
that b:oderhod requireth, nat onely maydes, but alſo | 
Wpdowves and wyues, ſhuld be warned, ye and all wo⸗ F 
men in generall.that the wozke of god ought nat to be 
defyled with yelowe, oz blacke, oz redde colours, layde 
on it. Fo: god ſayd: Let vs make man after our owne 
pinage and lykenes. 
¶ Nowe than, howe dare any be ſo bold to change ß, 
whiche god hath made e Foz they lay vyolent hand on 
god hym ſelfe, whan they go about to refourme and 
change that whiche he hath made, nat knowynge, that 
al thyng naturall is the woꝛke of god: and all that is 
by altetation, is the wozke of the diuyll: Xs if a coun⸗ 
nynge peynter had peynted any bodycs picture coun⸗ 
nynglye, expꝛeſſynge bothe the foꝛne and quali ies ot 
the body, than if any other come and layd to his hand, 
as thoughe he wolde amende it. ſhulde not he greatly 
dilmay and offende the fy:ſte woꝛke man! Than we⸗ | 
neſt thou to eſcape vnpuniſhed, that offendeſt god the | 
wozke man of thy body eFozthoughe thou be nat an 
adulterer toward men, yet whan thou cozruypteſte and 
marrelt 
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marreſt that, which is goddis doyng,thou art a wozſe 
adulterar : Ind where thou thynkeſt thy ſelfe gay and 
well picked. that is a ſtrife ageynſt goddes wozke and 
bꝛeakynge of trouthe . Thy loꝛde layeth, Thou canſte 
nat make one whyte heare oꝛ black, and thinkeſt thou 
thy ſelfe able to ouercome the woꝛde of thy loꝛd Thou 
dieſte thy heare by a bold pꝛeſumption 4 bngratious 
contempte: and afoze hand thou ſygnifieſte thy heare 
to be flamed, and vngoodlye ſinneſte with thy better 
parte of the. that is thy head . Thele be ſaynt Cypꝛi⸗ 
ans wo2des. | 

C.Tllo after theſe pzeceptes of Chzilten men, J am a⸗ 
(aimed to reherſe oughte out ot pagans , Þ wyll lay 
to, only one of the moſte wyſe man Lycurgus.thema- 
ker of the lawes of the Lacedemons : whiche whan he 
wolde haue women of his countre to be regarded by 
their vertue, and nat theiroznamentes, he baniſſhed 
out of the countrey by the lawe al pepntyng, and com⸗ 
manded out of the towne allrrafty menne of pykynge 
and appareliyng . . . 

¶ Our lozde ſheweth by Oſee the pꝛophet, that the 
woman, whiche fel vnto adultery, apparelled her ſelfe 
with ouches and bꝛouches, that ſhe myght go wayte 
vpon men, and nat her loꝛd. Ind ik thou apparelle thy 
ſelfe foꝛ god and good folkes, thou arte fapze inough, 
whan thou arte good: but thou canſte nat pleaſe the 
deupll, and pll people, excepte thou myniſhe moche of 
thy naturall fapʒenes. what ſhulde all that golde do 
to be wozne, as thoughe thou woldeſte ſhewe howe 
ſtronge thou arte, that tanſte beare fo noche weyght⸗ 
Weneſte thou to ſeme fepzer, nobler,oz wpler, if thou 


haue ſoo moche metall vpon the e Nay acuer a whit: 
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That than, thou wylte ſay paraucnture, I ſhall ſeme 
the tycher. O vapncſle of mynde: is that a thought oz 
a ſapeng of a chuſten mpnde? Thou carieſt ſoo moche 
golde about thy necke,that doth no good, whan thou 
denieſt a halfpeny vnto theym that haue nede, and be 
an hungred : and robbeſt thy neighbours, and para⸗ 


uenture thy houſehold, thy chyldꝛen. and thy huſband, 
that the bemes of golde and pꝛecious ſtones ſhynynge 
map date the eyes of theym, that beholde the. Js this 
Chziſten charite *: Dyddeſte thou ſweare this in thy 
baptyme, whan thon ſaydeſte,that thou fo:ſakeſt Daz 
tanas and al his pompe: And yet what poinpe of Sa⸗ 
tanas is there, but thou vſeſte it moze ſuperfiuouſly, 
than doth any pagan : Loke well on thy ſelfe : Thou 
ſhalt fynd thy ſelfe one of Satanas officers, that vſeſt 
at home ſo many choſen meates to the full, bulkynge 
out capons, pertryges, pheſaundes, delycate cakes, 
potages, ſauſes. and ſoppes, and all coſtely, amonge 
ſo many of thy pooze netghbours, that die foz hunger: 
thou that liueſt in pleaſures,amoge ſo many labours, 
and paynes of thy neighbours : thou that goeſt in ſyl⸗ 
kes,and fine garmentes, amonge ſo many naked:thou 
that arte ſo goodly to ſe to, amonge ſo many beggers: 
Arte thou the diſcyple of pooze Chaſt, of that facion ? 
Nay nay,thou arte rather the diſciple of riche Pluto. 
A wolde nat thou ſhuldeſt go bare necked:noz Þ wold 
nat haue the to excedyngely couered, to make a ſhewe 
of it. Folowe chʒiſte, by whome thou haſte pleaſure to 
be named: folowe his ſobze and meaſurable mother, 
whom men nowe honour as their lady, and deuylles 
dꝛede, and ſayntes woꝛſhip: whoſe outward garmente 
was courle clothe and caſp to gette: and the inner clo⸗ 
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thing, that is to ſay : her herte and mynde gylted with 
golde, and ſet with pzectous ſtones. Thou canſte nat 
be golde of both patties:choſe which thou wylte haue, 
thy body oz thy ſoule golden. J can nat reherſe al that 
longeth to this matter: pet wyll J (peake of ſmelles 
ſome thynges. 

¶ ⁊ Chaiſten mynd dothe not pꝛeyſe vnclenlynes and 
ſtynke: fo: Wary Magdalene poured vpon the head 
of our loꝛde oyntment of pꝛecious ſpike: wherof al the 
houſe ſmelled :no: that was nat vnpleaſant vnto our 
loꝛde: But theſe ſuperfluous ſauours, and fomentes 
of the body, which the moze it ts cheriſhed, the moze it 
riſeth and rebelleth ageinſt the ſoule, and lyke a tirant 
ruleth all the man, dꝛaweth al vnto vile fantaſy, where 
the ſcate is of his delicatnes. Saynt Hietonyme wzt- 
teth thus vnto Demetrias the virgyn: Let a mapde 
auoyde, as a miſchiete oz a poyſon of chaſtite, yonge 
menne with heades buſſhed and trymmpd, and ſwete 
ſmelling ſkpnnes of outlandiſſh myſe. Wherkoꝛe this 
ſayeng of the poet arbiter was ſpoken : 

He is nat lyke to ſauer well 
That euer hath a good ſmell, 

A lyke ſayeng hath Marcial. 
J had leauer baue no ſmell. 
Than to ſauer euer well. | 


¶ And Plautus ſayeth; A woman euer ſmelleth beſt, 
whan ſhe ſmellethe of nothyng. 
¶ But here parauenture ſome dangerus dame wolde 
anſwer, that with her quicke anſwers hath gotten a 
name of wyſedome: we muſt do ſome thynge foz our 
byꝛth and gentyl bloud,and poſſeſſions, But what art 
thou, that loo een If thou 
ca 
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be a pagane, J wyll nat argue with the: if thou be a 
ch:ſten woman, wite thou well, thou pzoude woman, 
that Chuſte knoweth no ſuche difference: that as a 
poynt of a diuilyſſhe pꝛide, and nat of a chiſten mynd. 
Seeſt thou nat, howe that is none apparel. but feding 
of thy pꝛyde: It is an olde ſayeng # a trewe: No beaſt 
is pꝛoudet than a woman wel apparelled. Than wylte 
thou ſay, we muſt nedes do ſome thynge koꝛ the vſe of 
the woꝛld and cuſtomes:Nowe wolde J know, whole 
cuſtome mult be folowed: It thou name me wyſe men, 
I graunt : if thou ſay of foles, why ſhulde they be fo- 
lowed but of foles : Ind Quintilpan ſayth, thaggre- 
ment and conſent of good folkes ought to be called an 
ble. Parauenture ther is an euyll cuſtome bzougyte 
bp: be thou the fy:ſte tolaye it downe, and thou ſhalt 
haue the pꝛeyſe of it, and other ſhall folowe thyn en⸗ 
ſample . Ind as the yl enſample is bzought in of ylle 
folkes and ſtablyſſhed:ſo of good folkes it (hal be put 
away, and good bꝛought bp. Than if we muſte euer 
folow the cuſtomes af the woꝛld, we ſhal neuer amend, 
but euer ware wozſe:fo2 than ſhal one fynde an pl ble, 
and none may put it away. 

¶ Nowe whole is that cuſtome, that thou talkeſt of, 
and of whome was it taken! Ok pagane women. why 
do nat we than kepe ſtylle our paganes lawe ! Foz if 
thou lyſte be called Chzyſten, vſe maners accoꝛdynge 
there vnto . She is a pagane, and knoweth nat god, 
no2 the temperance of lyuyng: And thou that knoweſt 
god, and arte ch:yſtened, what doſte thou moze than 
ſheer what menteſt thou by that that thou renuncedſt 
Satanas with al his pompe, whan thou doſt nat only 
match the pagan in Datanas pompe, but alſo _ 
„ bo PV: er 
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her ? Noꝛ yet thou foloweſt nat thoſe ſad and holy pa- 
gans,but the moſt lewde, and lyght. and ful of riotte, 
vice and miſcheffe, No: thou foloweſt nat the women 
of Laccdemon, that were ſo honeſte, whoſe quene, the 
wyfe of Lyſandze, and her daughters, whan Diony- 
ſius the kyng of Spꝛacuſe ſent them riche robes, they 
anſwered and ſayd: They ſhal do vs moze ſhame than 
honour. Noz thou foloweſt nat the women of Rome, 
that were in olde tyme. vnto whome whan kyng Pyꝛ⸗ 
chus ſent his ambaſſadour with ſiluer,and golde,and 
kercheffes of ſplke,there was none ſo deſirous 02 gre⸗ 
dy of apparel, oz ſoo vnthaftily mpnded, to take any, 
Quinta Claudia, a religious virgin, was reputed foz 
a mys woman.bycauſe the vſed to were gay rayment . 
There was in Nome after the ſeconde warte ageynſte 
the Cartaginans, a lawe called Opius lawe, no 
woman ſhulde treare ouer halfe a nounce of gold: noz 
weare no dyuers colozed clothyng . which lawe indu⸗ 
red vntil the greate outragious ſuperfluite came in to 
the cite, whan women came runnyng foꝛth, as though 
they had be mad, al king a lycence to weare what they 
Iyſte . But Marcus Cato, the great wyſe man, gaue 
counſayle contrary, with an oꝛation ful of wyſedome: 
and. ii. Tribunes ſpake fo: them: whoſe folyſhe and 
keble ozations be reherſed in Liuie the hiſtozpogra⸗ 
pher.But the womẽ ouet came with their impoꝛtunite 
and buſines, that the bzyddel of their pꝛide might be 
lette lippe, that they myght do what they luſt; wherof 
what hurt ſhulde come, Cato tolde befoze : and as in 
many of his other ſayenges, lyke wyſe in that he was 
a true pꝛophet. Fo: what man can tell, howe great a 
loſſe is of chaſtyte, cauled by this ſtryupnge fo; ap- 
H. li. parelle, 
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parelle, whan cuery one is aſhamed to be ouercome of 
her fclowe in rayment ? And whan they be trymmed 
and decked, than deſyze they to go fozth amonge men 
to ſhewe them ſelfe. Ind there in is the ſhyppe wꝛacke 
ok chaſtite. 
¶ Plutarchus ſayth, that it is a cuſtome in Egipte, 
that women ſhulde weare no ſhowes, bycauſe they 
ſHuld abyde at home. Lyke wyſe if thou take from wo⸗ 
i men ſylke, and cloth of gold, x ſpluer, pꝛecious ſtones, 
and gemmes,thou ſhalte the moze eaſily kepe them at 
| | home. Allo he reherleth . ti. ſentences, the one of D0- 
| phocles the poet, and the otherof Crates the philoſo- 
pher . Sophocles ſpeketh of riche oznatnentes thus: 
That is none oꝛnamente thou wzetche, but a ſhame 
and a mantfeſt ſhewe of thy koly. Crates ſayth,that is 
an oꝛnament.whiche eralteth:and a woman is exalted 
with that. which maketh her moze honeſte: But that 
doethe neyther golde, noꝛ perle. noꝛ purple, but ſuche 
thynges,as be lygnes of grauite, ſobzenes, # chaſtite. 
¶ Democrates ſayth, that the adoznamente of a wo⸗ 
man ſtandeth in ſcarſite of ſpeche and apparell. In 
whiche opinion Sophocles is. Ind amonge the Gre⸗ 
kes this was a common ſayeng, and in a maner of a ; 
p20uerbe: The oznament of a woman is nat gold, but | 


conditions? Alſo Iriſtotel,the moſt wyſe philoſopher, 
byddeth women ble leſſe apparell than the lawe ſuf- 
teth: and he byddeth theym conſidze, that neither the 
goodlynes of apparel,noz the excellence of beautie,noz 
the abundance of golde is of ſo great eſtemation in a 
woman, as is meaſurablenes and dylygence to lyue 
well and honeſtly in all thynges. And of the ſame opi⸗ 
nion be p other wile men of the pagans: that a chaſte 
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woman map be a ſhamed to folowe pagans, nat thoſe 
ſage and wyſe men, no: thoſe vertuous and honeſt wo 
men, but the errour of foles, and enſample of madde 
women. And Tconfeſle,that I can nat tel, what honeſt 
coloure women map lay fo: their apparell, but onely 
that they may ſeme fayꝛer, and entyſe men. which were 
a ſhame, pe foz Gentyls.Therfoze thou bothe ſerueſte 
thy pꝛyde, and ſetteſt the deuylles nettes in thy bodye. 
to catche with all the ſoules of them, that beholde the. 
Thou woman, nat a Chaiſtiane,but the miniſter ofthe 
deupll.the felle thzetnyng of our loꝛde diſpleaſed with 
the, ſhall be pꝛonounſed vpon the, ſapeng by Elay the 
pꝛophet: Our loꝛde (ſhall make balde the heades of the 
daughters of Sion.and in ſtede of oꝛnament they (hal 
haue ſhame, and fo: their ſhowes. and flyppers, and 
cheyns, pꝛecious ſtones, poinmanders, and glaſſes, 
and ſwete ſauours, they ſhal haue ſtynke: and foꝛ their 
gyꝛdelles. they ſhall haue ropes: and foz their criſpe 
heate, they ſhall haue balde patis. Theſe woꝛdes our 
loꝛde ſayd of women. 
¶ And this holy martir ſaynte Cypztan ſaith : There 
be ſome ryche women and abundant in goodis. which 
beare they; trealure on theym, and ſay they muſte vſe 
they: goodes, Fyꝛſte let them knowe, that ſhe is riche, 
that is riche in god: and ſhe is abundant of poſſeſſios, 
that is abundant in Chuſte: and thoſe be good, that be 
ſpiritual,diuine,and heuenly, whiche (hal abyde with 
vs in perpetuall poſſeſſion . But and thou array thy 
body ſumptuonſiy, and go gayly fozthe abzode, and 
entiſe the eies of them that beholde the, and dꝛawe the 
ſight of yong men after the, and nouth the luſt of con- 
cupiſcence, and fyze and kendle the ſmel of ſynne,in ſo 
H. ili. moche 
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moch that thoughethou peryſhe nat thy ſelfe,yct thou 
halte cauſe other to peryſhe, and make thy ſclfe as a 
poyſonet and a ſwoꝛd vnto them that ſe the:thou canſt 
nat be excuſed as chaſte in mynde, thyne euyll and vn⸗ 
chaſte tayment ſhall repzoue the, neyther thou canſte 
nat be counted amonge maydens # virgins of Chuſt, 
that ſo liuiſt, that men ſhal loue the tno:zdinatly.Thou 
boſteſt thy poſſeſſios and virginite:but a virgin ſhuld 
nat boſte her ryches, ſeinge that holy ſcripture ſaithe: 
what hath pꝛyde auayled vs e Oz what good hath 
the boſt of ryches done vs e Al they be paſſed as a ſha- 
dowe. Thou ſayeſt thou arte riche, and thynkeſt that 
thou muſte vle thoſe thynges that god wolde thou 
ſhuldeſt hauc.Ule them why nat! But yet in goodnes 
and good wapyes, vſe theym in ſuche thynges as god 
commanded, and as our lozde taught. Let theym fele 
thy ryches that haue nede let them knowe the to be of 
power:get wynnynges vnto Chziſt of thy patrimony, 
fede god. This ſayth the marty2 ſaynte Cypzyan « 
whichethinges are a great deale better foz a chziſten 
woman to knaw and do. than that the pagans do:and 
it were mete fo: theym to take hede vnto the phyloſoz 
phers,and nat to folow the dedes of fooles.and apply 
vnto the fantaiies of madde folkes, excepte we wolde 
ſpende our iyfe madlp and foliſhly. 

¶ But here ſome man wolde ſape: what, woldeſt thou 
haue women to be fylthy and ſluttyſſhe⸗ Nay vercly, 
I wolde nat haue them ſo : noz mp pꝛeceptes be nat ſo 
vnclene: no2 I lyke nat ſluttyſhnes. Ind what maner 
a ones they ſhuld be, ſaynt Petet and ſaint Paule two 
defenders of the churche, teache in two ſhozte pꝛecep⸗ 


. Pef.z. tes. Dapnt Peter ſayth: Let nat the outwarde appa⸗ 
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rel of womẽ bedecked with Þ bꝛayding ot her heare,noz 
with wꝛap pinge of gold about it, o goodly clothing: 
| but the mynde and the conſcyẽce, that is nat ſene with 
| cies, if it be pute and quiet, that is a goodly thpnge, 
and excellent afoze god. And ſapnte Paule ſayth:wo⸗ 1. Tino. 2. 
men in their array ſhulde apparell theym ſelfe with 
(amefaſtnes and ſobzenes: and nat with bzaiding of 
| their heares, oz golde, 02 perles, oz pꝛetious clothing: 
but as women ought to do, let theym ſhewe vertue by 
good wozkes , whan the apoſtles ſape theſe woꝛdes, 
they bydde nat women be ſluttyſſh and lubbered : no 
foule with dyzte and clowtes:but they counſaple them 
from ſuperfluous rayment,and wyl them to vſe mean 
clothyng, and ſuch as is eaſy to come by. Foz meſura- 
| blenes hath his clennes, and that far moze pure than 
the great exceſſe hath, as it is moze eaſy to kepe a lytel 
veſſel than a great meiny. Let her nat be clothed with 
veluet, but with wollen: noz with ſylke. but lynnen, and 
that courſe, Let nat her rayment ſhyne, ne let it nat be 
duttiſh, neyther let it not be to be wodzed on: noz let it 
nat be to be lothed: as fo: Þ wearpng of gold, oz ſiluer. 
| oz perle, oz pzecious ſtones, J le nat what it is good 
fog, ſauyng that þ vertue of ſome ſtones is moze let by 
than Þ ſhewe, as coꝛal 02 emeraude:if at leſt way thoſe 
lyttel thinges haue ſo moch vertu in themas men ay. 
But nowe mo ſeke them fo2 vanite that he map ſeme 
moze riche. than foz j vertu. Noz let her nat peynt noꝛ 
anoynt her face, but waſh it ⁊ make it clene:noʒ dye her 
heare, but come it clenly. Noz lette het nat ſuffreher 
| head to be full of ſcurfe: nozlether nat delpte to waſhe - 
it in ſwete ſauours: noz to kepe it ſtynkynge: noꝛ loke 


in à glaſle to peynte her, oꝛ trymme her gaply by: but 
| to haue 
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to haue away, if any foule thing oz vncomly be on her 
head that ſhe coude nat els ſe: and than lette her arap 
her ſelfe therby, leſt any thing be in her face to defoule 
her, beyng els chaſte and ſobze. Fynally that whiche 
Socrates badde his ſcholers, lette het thynke ſpoken 
vnto her to, that they ſhuld loke them in a glaſle; and 


ik they were fayꝛe, that they ſhulde ſe leſte the mynde 

were foule:and if they were foule that with the beauty 

of the mynde they ſhulde countterpeyſe the defozmite | 
of body. MWoze ouer,let an honeſt mayd remembze ſtil, | 
that beauty hath bzought many of theym that haue 
had it, in great pzyde : and many of theym that haue 
ſene it, into abhominable ſynne. woherkoꝛe many holy 
women haue laboꝛed to ſeme leſſe fapꝛe tha they were. 
As foꝛ this nedeth nat to byd J ſuppoie, that a womã 
(Hall vſe no mannes rayment, elles let her thynke ſhe | 
hath the mans ſtomacke, but take hede to the woꝛdes 

of our loꝛde, ſaieng: A woman (hall nat put on man⸗ 

nes apparell: foꝛ ſoo to do is abhominable afoze god. 

But J truſte no woman wyll do it, excepte ſhe be paſt 

bothe honeſty and ſhame, 


C.Df the kyuyng alone of a dir gin Cap. v. | 


OLyY waiters ſay,that dethe goth in to the ſoule 

by the ſenſes of the body like wyndowes : except 
a man be wyſely ware. Folkes be toled and entyced 
with the pleaſures of rhe wozlde : where with alſo the 
ſoule is caughte and holden.Therfoze a mayde ſhuld | 
go but ſeldome abzode: bycauſe ſhe neyther hath any | 
buſines fo:the, and ſtandethe euer in teoperdy of her 
chaſtite, the moſte pꝛecious thinge that ſhe hath. Ind 
let her wayte vpon her mother, nat onelp whan ſhe 


goth 
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oth koꝛthe, but alſo at home: which thinge they mo⸗ 
Hers muſte alſo be charged with. 
C Sapnt Hieronyme counſayleth Leta, that whan 
ſhe goth to her manner place in the countre, ſhe do nat 
leaue her daughter in her houſe within the cite:let her 
nat canne ne may to lyue without pou ſayth he: and 
whan ſhe is alone. let her feare. which ſayeng J wold 
haue thus vnderſiand, that the mother ſhuld take her 
daughiter awap with her. if ſhe tary any whyles . Foz 
els it s no nede to take her daughter with her, as ofte 
as ſhe goth fozth : & ſpecially if ſhe go to any feaſtes, 
02 matiages, 02 metynge ot menne, 02 anp other lyke 
place, that ſhe muſte go to, oz to fulfyl her huſbandes 
pleaſure: where it is nat mete fo2 her daughter to go: 
and lette there be at home ſome good woman keper of 
her chaſtitie. Foz ther is no greatter miſchiefe, than 
that that is bzed at home, noꝛ moze ieoperdous. Howe 
ſhalt thou auopde that, except thou eſchewe it vtterly⸗ 
What auayleth it to ſaue the wodde from all harme, 
whan there is a wozme within. that eateth ite 
JF knowe a very good woman, whiche was made the 
ouer ſear ot maydes, that wolde nat co2recte and take 
away her ſonnes, whan they playde ſomewhat wan⸗ 
tonly with wenches, bycauſe ſhe loued them ſomewhat 
tenderly. noz kepe from harmynge of theyz chaſtite , 
he rfoꝛe it is to be taken heede of, that the woman, 
whom the mayde is put in truſte to, haue na wanton 
ſonnes, noz bzedzen, whom ſhe dare nat be a geynſte. 
Let her nat be onelpy chaſte, but alſo in countenance 
and grauite. both of wyſedome, maners, and ſpeche, 
woꝛthy to be had in teuerence: whoſe eies and loke 
they wyl be; aferde ol, and nat 21 their ſpeche: Ye 
and 
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and thoughe they be her elder b:etherne,that ſhe feare 
nothynge in doyng her duety of watche and kepyng: 
So ß ſhe make al thing belongyng vnto her chaſtite, 
ſafe with her pꝛeſence: and ſuche as wolde tolle theym 
vnto wantonnes and vice, with her erample is koz to 
be dꝛyuen far away. But ſhe that wyll be hyꝛed of a 
louer, to pꝛouoke, to moue with ſpeche and woꝛdes. 
lacketh the name of a reaſonable creature;Fo2 that is 
a deuyllyſſhe thynge: which a mayde (hal flee fro, lyke 
as (hee wolde from an adder 02 aſerpente : whiche all 
folkes ſhulde dzyue out of the countre as acommen 
diſtruction ot them all. It can nat betolde, how moch 
myſchyefe ſuche women be cauſe ok. Therfoze let nat 
a mayde ones abyde the ſyghte of ſuche women , Foz 
they be very cocattyces: and inſpire poyſon with their 
loke, and lee with the only beholdynge. Noz lette any 
man thinke,that I ſpeake this as a ſimilitude beyond 
the very trouthe: Foz ſome be ſo craftye, that they can 
catche one with a loke, without wo:des, and ſome vſe 
inchantementes and charmes: vohere of there be mas 
ny examples. Alſo with the onely loke and ſalutynge, 
this lerpent caſteth a blot on theyonge woman, vuto 
whoine ſhe ſpeketh and loketh, namely there as ſuche 
a woman is knowe:beſyde the ſhame that ſhe cauſeth 
in that houſe, that ſhe reſozteth vnto. Therkoze let the 
mapde flee vnto her mother, as vnto her ſaynctuary, 
and ſhewe vnto her, what that vngratious body wold 
baue done: ozels ſoo auoyde and kepe her ſelfe from 
her, that they that ſe it, may percepue by her chere, 
it that ſhe feareth the iniſcheuouſnes of that woman: 
| and ſoo ſhe ſhall do her ſelfe good, with the dede, and 


other with her example, whan ſhee ſhewethe other 
| | maydes, 
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maydes, what they ought to feare in that woman. It 
were good foz the common welth , that inquyſytion 
were made of olde pooze women, that the ruler of the 
cite myght knowe,howe they gette thep2 lyuynge. 

¶ Allo ot᷑ ũ ſeruauntes ſaint Hieronime ſaith. wold 
He ſhuld loue none ol her maides moze than an other, 
in whoſe eate ſhe ſhulde vſe to rowne and tytle often. 
what ſo euer ſhe (ayth to one, let al here it: Let her be 
content with a inapde nat pyked, and fayze, and wan⸗ 
ton, that can ſynge a balade with clere voyce: but ſad, 
pale,and vntrimmed. Alſo he ſayth vnto Demetrias: 
Se that none of her felowes do her harme,cither with 
nycerayment,o2 wanton woꝛdes. 

¶ Haue nought to do with ſuche women, that haue 
pleaſute to be ſene, and loued. and make their boſte, 
that they haue ſuche a fapzelouer, o2 riche, oz noble: 
and beareth about letters ſent from hym, and'other 
whyle ſheweth them vnto their companions, oz telle 
his dedes, oz teherſe his wozdes : This he dyd, this 
he ſayde to me: thus he cometh to me. thus he pꝛayſed 
me: auoyde them away. be they neuer ſoo nere neigh⸗ 
bours, be they neuer ſoo ryche, be they frendes, kyns 
folkes, alyans, pca though they be thy ſpſters, refuſe 
thepm . Fozthey be bytten of the woode dogge the 
deuyll:and be fallen woode their ſelfe: wherin there is 


to their company, but rather the mother ſhuld kyl the 
child, and þ ſiſter the bzother,and the bꝛother the luſter, 
and ſiſter the ſyſter, and bꝛother the bzother. Therkfoze 
the mapde that wyll do by my counſayle, ſhal paſſe the 


tyme with choſen virgins, lyke her ſelfe; and in good 


and honeſt paſtymes, and other whyles with holy re- 
| J. ii. dynge 


no name ſo dere, that ſhuld oz ought to bzyng a maide 
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dynge oz communication, of ſuch thinges as ſhehath 
redde: but let her talke nothyng of daunſynge, oz kea⸗ 
Qpnge, oz pleaſures, leſte her companions be moued 
with ſome falſe colour of delite: noz let no man be by. 
Ind whan ſhe is left of her felowes in her chambze a- 
lone, let her nat be vtterly idel, ko it is teoperdous to 
be idel, ſpecially being alone. no: J wolde ſhe ſhulde 
luffce her mynde to muſe, though it be neuer ſoo good 
and holy at the begynnyng . The mynd of a woman is 
vnſtable, and abideth nat longe in one place, it falleth 
from the good vnto the bad without any labour. And 
pus the poet ſemeth nat al without a cauſe to haue 
ſayd, A woman that thinkerhe alone, thinketh euyl. 
No2 Maty Magdalene, whiche ſate at the fote of our 
lozde, and herde his woꝛde, dyd nat only vſe the con⸗ 
templation ofheuenly thynges. but ſhe dyd that whe⸗ 
ther the redde, oꝛ herde. oz pꝛayde. And ſo ſhal by mine 
aduiſe, nat onely a mayde. but alſo any woman. Foꝛ in 
many places of this boke we giue pꝛeceptes fv: al wo⸗ 
men in generall . Therfoze on the holy dap let her ey⸗ 
ther rede, oz pꝛay, whan ſhe is alone: and on the woz- 
kynge dayes lykewyſe, oz els let her wozke , Ind it is 
no doute, but the angell founde Mary dopnge ſome 
ſuche thynge, whiche was afcapde, whan ſhe ſawe a 
mans face, where ſhe was nat wont. Therfoze ſhe is 
called in Ebzewe Alma, that is as ye wold ſay, a vir- 
gin cloſed tn. Ind this is ſhe that Eſaye the pꝛophet 
ſpeaketh ot in theſe woꝛdes: Be holde à virgin cloſed 
vp ſhall concepue and beate god and man. Ind only 
that mayde concepueth Ch:tſte, whome fewe knowe, 
but only chʒyſte. Therfoze ſhall the m ayde let no man 
in to the houle at home, but whom her father 1 
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gl woꝛdes commaundeth to be let in: and in pꝛoces of 
tyme the ſhall begynne to helpe to eaſe her mother of 
her laboure in the houſe . whome. and her kather to 
gether, ſhe ſhall haue moſte dere of all thynges nexte 
god. Ind if they commande their daughter to go in 
hande with wolle oz flax. oꝛany handy wozke, ſhe ſhall 
nat onely except theit commandement without grut⸗ 
chinge, but alſo gladly, and with mery chere, and that 
the moze diligẽtly and featlp, if the father and mother 
ette any patte of their lyupng ther by: and than ſhal 
e thynke het ſelfe happy, and thinke that ſhe rewar⸗ 
deth them, that (he ſhuld of duete, and tono2yſh them 
ageyne, that haue noz:tſhed her. 
Whan a mayde may foz houſcholde buſpnes be a- 
lone,and pꝛap, fy:ſtelether gyue her ſelfe holy to god. 
let her woꝛſhyp Chꝛiſte and his mother, and aſke per⸗ 
done and peace of them, and than conſidꝛe her ſelte to 
be a chziſten virgin, Ch:iſkis ſpouſe, and the folower 
of Bary:and that the virginite of the body is nought 
wozthe,excepte the mynde be pute with al, x if that be, 
nothynge to be moze clene, nothyng moze pleaſure to 
god: and her ſelfe to be the folower of the moſte holy 
mother of our lozde. Ind fyzſte of al let he countrefete 
her excellente vertue. that ſobzenes and humplite of 
mynde, whiche was ſo great, that whan ſhe hadde all 
thynges moſt goodly and excellent, yet was ſhe neuer 
the moze hygh mynded oꝛ pꝛoude: The moſte noble 


mapde that had of her lynage. xii. kynges. and ſoo 


many dukes of Iſrael, commyn of ſuche a noble kyn 
and ryche, alſo her ſelfe made ryche of the wyſe men. 
her ſelfe moſte fay:e, moſte wyſe. and well lerned, and 
pet fo; all that, howe euen a mynd dyd ſhe beate, howe 

J. iii. humble 
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humble opinion ſhe had of her ſelfe ⸗ Alſo knowynge 
of the heuenly by:the, beyng mother of ſuche a ſonne': 
yet diſdayned (he nat to haue a carpenter to her huſ- 


bande. and to do hym ſeruyce, and to go ſe her kynnes 


woman. and tobe with her at her laboꝛyng. and ſerue 
her:ſhe dyd ſet no moze by her ſelfe, than by any other: 
no: diſdayncd none other, in comparyſon to her ſclfe, 
neyther fo: her kyn,no2 beauty, noꝛ wptte,noz dignite: 
but ſhe thought her ſelfe wozle than any other, whan 
ſhe was in dede better than angels, whoſe queene ſhe 
was oꝛdepned to be. Wherfoze J holde nat with it. 
that our lady ſhuld be painted ſo in ſilkes and golden 
gatmentes. and decked with gemmes and perles, as 
thoughe ſhe had had any delite in ſuche thynge. whan 
ſhe was in erth here: but nothynge leſſe repꝛeſenteth 
her, and J had leauer ſhe ſhuld be poztured in a ſym⸗ 
ple atay, and ſuche as ſhe vſed in dede that we myght 
haue afoze out cics the humplyte of her mynde moꝛe 
playnlp, that it mought be an enſample to teche ryche 
men, and to comfozte the pooze: and that the pooze 
mens ſtomackes may increaſe, and the ryche decreaſe, 
and both theirſtomackes be b:oughteto a reſonable 
meane.that neyther the rych me diſpey:e:,no2 the poꝛe 
beoucr bolde to truſte ouer moche. Therfoze by iny 
counſayle the mayd (hal folowe her example.nat with 


. faynynge and a diſſemblyngemynde, but true and 


ſtedfaſte.leſt ther be a wozſe vice lyeng vnder a colour 
of vertuc, as it were a poyſon vnder an holſome thing, 
oʒ a ſoꝛe vndet an holle ſ kynne. 

¶ Let women vſe nofaynynge, noꝛ clokyng, to ſeme 
good with all: noz let them nat thynke, that they can 
cloke, oz cls chaunge the nature of thynges:the — 
terfete 
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terfete is nat lyke the very thing. the couered and ſha: 
dowed is feble and vnſure, and (hall be at laſte open 


ſhe ſheweth demute humble, (obze,ſhamefaſt, chaſte, 
honeſt, and bertuous, bothe let her ſeme ſo, and be ſo: 
and let her pꝛay vnto the holy virgtn, whome ſhe ſhall 
truly rep:elent with her lyuynge, and be therfoze the 
moꝛe pleſant vnto her, and alſo vnto Chzyſt,that (hal 
aknowlege her his ſpouſe:let herpꝛap firſt foʒ her (elk 
that ſhe may be increaſed in vertu. and purpoſe of her 
holy chaſtite, and other vertnes : ſecondly koꝛ her fa- 
ther and mother, bzetherne. ſiſterne. and kyns folkes, 
# other, fo: whom herduetye is to pzay.Foz her pꝛayet 
ſhalbe moſt acceptable vnto god, and moſt effectuous 
to obteyne, bicauſe it commeth of a pure and a holp 
mynde, and moſte ch;ziſtitane.Þ wolde ſhe ſhulde either 
vnderſtand what ſhe pꝛayeth. oz els ſpeake in that lan⸗ 
gage, that ſhe dothe vnderſtande: oz what ſo euer ſhe 
pꝛapeth in latyn, let her get it declared vnto her in her 
owne tonge befoze,of ſome body. Noz let her nat wene, 
Þ pꝛaier ſtandeth in the murmuryng and waggyng of 
the lyppes. but in the harte and mynde, whan ſhe lyk⸗ 
teth vp her mynde from theſe vile thynges in erth, vn⸗ 
to heuenly and diuyne thinges. And where we be com⸗ 
manded in the maſſe, where it is ſayde, Surſum corda, 
that is as moch to ſaye,as bp out hartes:we anſwere, 
Habemus ad dominum, that ts to ſape, we haue vnto 
our loꝛd: In which anſ were fulle many lye that whan 
they ſay ſo, thynke in dede vpon ſome woꝛdly buſines. 
But Chyſbe ſaythe, that true woꝛſhyppers de theſe, 
that wozſHyp the father in ſpirite:and p this woꝛſhyp⸗ 
pynge is mooſte pleaſant vnto hym, and this — 
mo 


| ; ; | 
- : ' 
a 


THE INSTRYCTION OF 


moſte acceptable. Therfozelet her ſe, that her thought 
and mynde diſcoꝛde nat from her wozdes:let her ſpeke 
the ſame within,that ſhe ſpeketh without, ye and hold 
her tonge outwardly and ſhee wpll, oz talke of other 
matters, ſo that ſhe crye vnto god inwardly, and (ape 


with the ſpoule, J llepe, and my harte wakethe, | 


COftbe verfnes of a woman, and examples that Z 
Pe ſpul de folo we. Cap. pi. | 


Cent. . 


vvou N ſhal lerne the bertues ot᷑ her kynde 
all together out of bokes, whit he ſhe (hall ei⸗ 
ther rede her ſelke. oz elles here redde. And it becom⸗ 
methe euery woman to be indowed with all kynde of | 
vertue, but ſoine be neceſſary foz het: as all vice is 
(hamefull,and ſome abominable and curſed: and ſome ( 
vertues be fo2 wpucs, ſome foz wpdowes , ſome foz 
rcligious women, but J wpl ſpeake of ſuch as belong 
bnto the holle kvnde of women. 
( F vit let her vnderſtande,that Chaſtite is the pzin- 
* Ctpall vertue ofa woman,and countrepeyſeth with all 
the reſte : if ſhe haue that. no man wyll loke foz any o⸗ 
ther: and if ſhe lacke that, no man wpll regarde other, > 
And as the ſtoicke — pany teken.that all good⸗ 
nes ſtandeth in wyledome: and all pll in folp, in (oo 
moche that they ſayde. onely the wyſe man to be tyche. 
| free, a kynge, a citeſyn, fapʒe. bolde.and bleſſed: and a 
| ll fole, poze, a thꝛall. an outlawe, a ſtraunger, foule, a 
| cowherde,and wꝛetched: lykewyſe it is to be iudged of 
Chaſtite in women, that ſhe that is chaſt is fayze, well 6 
I! fauozed,ryche,frutfull,noble,and al beſt thynges that 
can be named: and contrary,ſhe that is vnchalte, is a | 
| 


11 ſee 


— — — — 


A CHRISTEN vvo AN. 33 


ſee and treaſure of al yInes: Now Shamfaſtnes and So- 
brenes be the inſeperable compantons of Chaſtite,inſo 
moche that (ſhe can nat be chaſte,that is nat aſhamed : 
fo: that is as acouer and a baplle of her face. Foz 
whan nature had o2depned, that our faces ſhuld be o⸗ 
pen and bare of clothes, ſhe gaue it the vayl of ſham- 
faſtnes, where with it ſhuld be couered, and that foꝛ a 
reat commendation, that who ſoo dyd loke vpon it, 
tulde vnderſtand ſome great vertue to be bnider that 
couer:noꝛ no man ſhuld ſe it couered with that vaple, 
but he ſhulde loue it: noz none ſe it naked of that, but 
he ſhuld hate it. Our loꝛd curſeth an vnchaſte woman, 
ſapeng: Thou haſt the face of an harlot, thou art paſt 
ſhame. Df ſhamfaſtnes cometh demurenes and me- 
ſurablenes : that whether ſhe thynke ought, 02 ſay, 02 


Hiere ,3- 


do,nothynge ſhalbe outragious, neyther in paſſpous 


of mpnde, no2 woꝛdes, no: dedes, noz pzeſumptuous, 
no2 nyce, wanton,pierte, noz boſtynge,noz ambitious. 
And as fo: honours ſhe wyll neyther thynke her ſelfe 
wozthy, no2 deſpze theym, but rather flee them: and if 
they chaunce vnto her, ſhe wyll be aſhamed of theym, 
as of a thynge nat deſerucd, noz be fo nothinge hygh 
minded,neyther fo: beauty,noz pꝛopꝛenes.noꝛ kynred, 
no: tyches beyng ſure that they ſhal ſone peryſhe,and 
that pꝛide ſhall haue euer laſtynge pepne. 
¶ Nowe Sobrenes kepeth continence, lpke as dꝛon 
kennes a exceſſe dꝛiueth it out. Euety mã wotteth what 
foloweth ſurfet. And vnto ſobzenes is ioynted mealu⸗ 
rable and Sklender dyet, whiche thinges be in houſe⸗ 
holdyng the womans party, as Plato and Ariſtole ſay 
full well. The man getteth, the woman ſaueth and 
kepeth.Therfoze he h ath ſtomacke gyuen hym to ”= 
er 
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ther luſtely,and ſhe hath it take from her. that ſhe may 
warely kepe. Ind of this Dobzenes of body cometh 
ſobzenes of mynde:noz the fantaſies of the mpnd (hal 
as they were dꝛonken, trouble and diſeaſe the quiet- 
nes of vertue, but that ſhe mape both thynke well 
and do well. | 
C Let her applyeher ſelfe to vertue, and be contente 
with a lyttel, # take in wozth that ſhe hath. noz ſeke foz 
othet, that ſhe hath nat,noz foz other folkes : where of 1 
ryleth enuy, hate, oz curioſite of other folkes matters. | 
Thedeuotion of holy thynges mooſte agreeth foz wo⸗ 
men, Therkoꝛe it is a farre wozſe ſpghte of a woman, 
that abozreth deyotton. She muſte haue moche ſtryfe 
with enuyc, whiche is both a folyſhe vice and ſhainful 
in women, and yet J wotte nat howe it aſſauteth them 
the moſte ſoꝛe: but (he that is of good behauoure, and 
hath inoughe to ſerue her with. (hall haue no cauſe to 
enuy other,noz to be curious in an other bodies houſe; 
and ſhe that is ſhamfaſt, ſobze,and reſonable of mind, 
hall nepther be ragious angtie.noz falle to raylynge, 
_ cruelty,oz beaſtlpnes. Foz whan it is naturall fo: woz 
men to be kynde and gentyll, bycauſe they be feble, 
and nedethe ayde of other, who can be contente with 
outragious ite and crueltie in a woman e in ſoo moch 
that ſhe wold ſpyll that ſhe can nat ſaue, if nede were, 
and to kepe her bengeable mynde vnto tyme and oc- 
caſyon of reuengeance : Suche a woman were woz- 
thy to haue ſo moche peyne, that ſhe ſhulde be euen op⸗ 
pꝛeſſed and bzuſed with noumbze and weyghte of it. 


and graunt her ſelfe ouetr commen,and leaue her mind N 
ok angre, vengeance, and other madnes . Foz a folyſh 


woman ſtriueth euen with wyld beaſtes in angre and 
euup, 
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enup, bytauſe their tender and lyght myndes thynke 
euety offence peyntul and intollerable, and wozthy to 
be greuouſly puniſſhed: and ſmalle and lyght maters 
ſeme great and greuous vnto folyſh folkes.Therfoze 
excepte a woman either eſchewe by craft, oz ouercome 
by power ſuche felle ennempes, it is ieoperdp, leaſt ſhe 
be diſtroyed, and haue euerlaſtynge peyne, bothe in 
this lyfe, and in an other. 
Nowe J ſuppoſe it be ſhewed playnly inough,that 
aſtite is as the quene of vertues in a woman, and 
that two inſeperable companions euer folow it,and 
that of hamefaſtnes commeth Sobzenes, of whiche 
two comme al the other (oztof vertues longinge vnto 
women, Demutenes, Meaſure,Frugalite,Scarſite, 
Diligcce in houſe, Cure of deuotion, Mekenes. which 
vertues J ſhall declare all largely in an other place: 
and ſhe ſhal fynd them al moze abundantly intreated, 
of holy and wyſe men. | 
¶ Beholde the image of Honeſtie dzawen in picture. 
which ts fo goodly and ſo excellent of beauty, that if it 
coulde be ſene with our cozpozalle eies.as Plato ſaith 
in the boke called Phedo, it wolde take folkes wonde⸗ 
roufly with the loue of it ſelfe. Noz no beauty dothe ſo 
enamour our eies, and taketh and holdeth,as Honeſty 
ſhulde bothe take and leade with her, if ſhe were ope- 
ned and ſhewed vnto vs. 
C Iliſo the mayde ſhal gether by heryng and redynge 
holye examples of wirapns, whiche ſhe map folowe, 
whom ſhe map deſp:e and labour to be lyke, and ſpeci- 
ally, as I haue ſayde, the moſte excellent and flower 
of virginite our lady, the mother of Chziſte, god and 
man: whole lyfe,nat onely maydes your fo: an _ 
| . li. | p £ to 
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ple to fozme and faſhe them ſelfe after,but alſo wyues 


and wydowes . Fo: ſhehath ben all thinge vnto all 


folkes, to pzouoke all and bꝛynge theym vnto the ex⸗ 
ample of her chaſtite: vnto virgins the moſte demure 
virgin: vnto wyles, the moſte chaſte wyfe: and vnto 
wydowes, the moſte deuout wydowe . She was the 
tyꝛſte that toke this ſtrange way of virgynite with a 
bolde ſtomacke and holy purpoſe; (he was the kyzſte 
that lyued aboue the wozldly cuſtome in maryage, an 
angelles lyfe, without carnall vſe:in ſo moche that (he 
toke her a keper ot her chaſtitie, rather than an hul⸗ 
bande: whiche bicauſe they were wonders. therfoze 
b:ought ſhe foꝛth a ſonne moze wonderfully, that na= 
ture wondꝛed on. And whan ſhe was wydowe,bycauſe 
the lyued all in ſpꝛyte, ſhe lyfte bp her lelfe aboue the 
nature of the body, pet lyuynge in the body, Haupnge 
in god a ſonne moſt obedient, and moſt chaſte ſpoule, 
and moſte cheryſhyng father, that bycauſe ſhe fozſake 
all thyng fo: god, ſhe myght fynd all thinge in god. 

But what do J holp virginee what do J entetpꝛyſe 
to ſpeake ot᷑ thyn infinite pꝛeyſe e Nap nay,that is na 


fo: my dul wytte, andrudenes of langage, oz this litle 


roume, we had nede of great time à leiſure ther bnto, 
and pzompte eloquence, and wyt and counnyng moſte 
excellente. But pou virgins folowe hir, as many as 


wyll kepeyour virgynite ſaffe and holle . Folowe her 


wpues, as many as care fo the pleaſpng of your huſ⸗ 
bandes. and lyſte perkoꝛme that ye haue ſwozne. You 
wydowes beholde her, in whom you ſhall haue bothe 
frutefullconſolation of the loſſe of pour huſband,and 
counſayle of keppnge pour chyldꝛen, and example of 
leadinge the reſidue of pour lyfe. There hath * 
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this birgins oꝛdꝛe myghty great companies of our 
thouſandes, as the pſalmyſt ſapd, There ſhall be vir- 
ins bzought vnto the kynge after her: whole actes 

l pzofette nat only them that are nowe, but alſo all 
that (Hall come hereafter in example. Ind hiſtozies do 
tel of pagane virgins, that were famous only by cha⸗ 
ſtitie. Of whome ſaynt hieronyme wꝛytynge ageynſt 
Jouinian, grutched nat to reherſe a great nombꝛe out 
of the hiſtozies of the grekes, bycauſe he ſawe that in 
this maner of matters folkes wyll be moued moche 
with examples. Foz it ſemeth nat veraye harde, to do 
that ſometyme hath be done. Ind he reciteth many, 
that had leauer loſe their lyues than their virginite . 
Noz Þ wyll nat do ſuche a diſpleaſure vnto that moſt 
auncient and holy manne, as eyther to paſſe as ſuper⸗ 
fluous that he hathe tolde, oz to reherſe it under other 
1 butby and by wzyte here as he hathe put in 

s boke. 

¶ So than ſayth he in this wyſe. The thirty tyzans 
in Athens. whan they had ſlayne Phedon at a banker, 
they commanded his doughters yonge maydes. to be 
b:ought vnto them, and to be ſtripped naked lyke har- 
lottes, and to plape on the flozeblody of their fathers 
blode, with vncomly and wanton geſtures: whiche fo 
a whyle diſſemblyng the countenance of their ſozowe, 
after that they ſawe the folkes mery with dꝛynke, they 
went fozthe, as it were to do their naturall neceſſite, 


and enbzaſynge one an other caſte downe them ſelfe in 


to a welle,that thep mpght ſaue their virginite, 
¶ An other, doughter vnto Demotio the pꝛynte of 
the Ariopagites, whan ſhe herde that her ſpouſe Le⸗ 
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oſthenes was layen, whiche had ben the cauſe of La- 


K. lui. myance 
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myance warte, ſlewe her ſelfe, affyzmpng that though 
her body was pet vntouched of any manne, neuer the 
leſſe if ſhe were matied vnto any after,ſhe ſhulde haue 
as it were a ſeconde huſband, bycauſe in mynde ſhe 
was maryed vnto the fyzſte. 
¶ The Spartanes, and the Meſſenianes had frend⸗ 
ſhyp and confederation together longe tyme, in ſoo 
moch that they vſed to ſend epther vnto other virgins 
to do cetteyne ſacryfyce . So on a ſeaſon, whan the 
Spartanes had ſente fyfty'virgins, and the Meſle- 
nyancs wolde haue defloured theym: of all that great 
numbze was not one founde, that wold conſent to that 
abhompnable dede, but all died gladlye foz their cha⸗ 
ſtite. wherkoze many a day ther was great warre be⸗ 
twene theym. and in longe ſpace Marmertia, one of 
their cities was deſttoyed. 
¶ Iriſtoclides the tyꝛan of Oꝛʒchomene loued a mayd 
of the cite of Stymphalis. which whan her father was 
kylled,fledde vntothe temple of Dyane,and enbzaced 
the image, no coud nat be dzawen from thens agepne, 
but was ſlayne in the ſame place. Foz whome all the 
lad of Arcady was ſo ſoꝛe moued that they made open 
warte to teuenge the maydes dethe, 
¶ Atiſtomenes of Meſſene a good 4a iuſt man, wha 
he had conquered the Lacedemontans, and on a tyme 
as they kepte a feſtiuite inthe nyght, which they called 
Hiacinthina, toke away. rv, maydens that were plap⸗ 
engein company there, and went all nyght a pace, fle- 
ynge out of the countrey with them: and whan ſome of 
his men wolde haue defloured them, he charged them, 
as wel as he coude, that they ſhulde nat do ſo: and at 
the laſte ſome that wolde nat obey, he put to * to 
eate 
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feare the reſte with al. After, whan theſe mapdes were 
redemed ageyne by their frendes, and they ſawe this 
Iriſtomenes ſewed fo; the dethe ol a man, they wolde 
neuer go home but lap pꝛoſttate at the fete of the iud⸗ 
ges, vntille they ſe hym quytte, that was defender of 
their chaſtite. 

Howe ſhuld we ſufficiently pzeyſe the doughters of 
cedaſus ot Leucttes, a towne of Þ coũtte ot Boece, 
whiche their father being from home, as we rede, had 
recepued two ponge menne by the way of hoſpytalite, 
and they dzonke with ouer moche wyne, in thenyght 
rauyſhed the maydes, which whan they had loſte their 
virginite, wold lyue no longer, but kyld one an other? 
¶ Aiſo the maydes of Locrean be wozthy to be ſpokẽ 
of. that hadde a cuſtome in their countres, to be ſende 
perely vnto Jlium: whiche cuſtome hadde continued a 
thouſande pere, noꝛ yet was ther neuer herde tel. any 
had any repozt t name of diſteynyng their virginite. 
¶ who can let paſſe vnſpoken of the. bit. mapdes of 
Mlileſye, which whan the frenche men diſtroyed all a- 
bout they: countre, kylled them ſelfe, leſte they ſhulde 
be compelled to anp villany,leauynge an example vn⸗ 
to al virgins, that vnto an honeſt mynd ß chaſt pure- 
nes of bodye ought to be moze regarded than the lyfe. 
¶ Nycanoz after he had conquered Thebes the citee, 
was takenintheloue ofa mayd, that he had taken pzt- 
ſoner, and wold haue maryed her, which thyng myght 
haue pleaſed a poꝛe puſoner: but ſhe ſette moꝛe by her 
virginite, than by his kyngdome, and there kylled her 
ſelke. Which thpnge he made great ſozowe foꝛ. holding 
the deade body in his armes. 

C.Greke wziters tel of an other mapd of Thebes, that 
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whan her ennemy a Macedon had dellowzed her, a 
whyle ſhe diſſembled her angre, and after founde the 
co:rupter of her virgynite (lepyng, whom ſhe llewe. 
and after that her felte, fo; ioye that ſhe had auenged 
her ſelfe of that abhompnable vilanpe: no: ſhe wolde 
lyue no longet, than ſhe had her virginite:noz dye, tyll 
ſhe hadde auenged her chaſtite . Alſo this ſayth ſaynte 
Hieronyme. Therkoze ch:iſten women map be aſha⸗ 
med, if any ſhame were in them, that do nat kepe their 
chaſtite truly: lyupnge vnder the moſt chaſte Chaſte, 
ſon of the moſte chaſte mother, and in the moſte chaſte 
churche,and fapthe,ſeinge that pagans, wo;ſhippers 
of fylthy Juppiter, and baudy Uenus, haue ſet moze 
by they; chaſtite,than all other thynges. 
¶ where to ſhuld J recyte here the examples of holy 
virgins, to moue them with, chat be nat aſhamed, that 
chaſte pagans ſhulde be ones named whome ſhulde 
I ſpecially ſhewe them to folowe example of amonge 
ſoo many thouſandes, Tecla, oꝛ Dagnes, Catharine, 
Lucia, oz Cecile, Agatha. Barbara,oz Margarita, oz 
Do02othe,o2 rather the holle flocke of the. xi.thouſande 
virgins. whiche al had leauer dye. than they: enempes 
ſHuld do their curſed pleaſure with them: Thou ſhalte 
ſkarſe fynde two men, that (hall ſoo ſtedfaſtly agte in 
that holy purpoſe:wherin.ri.thouſand tender virgins 
were ſo faſt and ſtable, There were infinite in numbze, 
that had leauer be kylled, headed, ſtrangled, dꝛowned. 
oz haue their thzotes cut,than loſe thetr chaſtite, which 
whan they coulde nat le theym ſelfe, yet they ſought 
craft to come by they: deth, whan they were in ieoper⸗ 
dye of theit chaſtite, as Bzaſilla, a noble mayde, bozne 
in Pirrhache,a cite of Italy, which whan ſhe ſawe her 
ennciny 
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ennemy come to be rafte her of her birginite, pʒomiſed 
vnto hym,that if ſhe wolde do her no viſany, (he wold 
gyue hym an herbe, where of ik he were annoynted 
with the iuſe. no weapon ſhulde perce hym: the man of 
warre was content with the offre . Do ſhe went in to 
the nerte garden, and there toke vp an herbe, the fyzſte 
that came to hande, and bad hym auenture the fyꝛſte 
pzofe on her ſelfe. of the vertue of the herbe, and a- 
noynted her thꝛote there with, and bad hym ſinpte, to 
aſlay:ſo he ſmote, and kylled her. eythet ſaint Hiero⸗ 
nyme diſſaloweth, that a woman kylle her ſelfe, to ſaue 
her chaſt ite with . Ind ſaynte Imbꝛoſe in the. iu. boke. 
that he wzpteth of virgins, layth ageynſt this doubte 
the examble of Pelagey the martpz, ſapeng, There ne⸗ 
deth none other confirmation, where we haue the dede 
of a virgme and a marty?, of fyftene peres of age, 
whiche wpth her mother and her ſiſters to gether,caſte 
her ſelfe in to a water. 
¶ Saynt Euſeby in the eccleſyaſttcal' hiſtoꝛy ſaythe, 
that one Sophꝛonia a noble woman, whan ſhe ſawe 
her huſ bande that was the chyeffe offpcer of the cyte 
afferde, and vnable to defende her goodnes ageynſte 
the foule and vnlawfulle pleaſure of Maximpne the 
emperour, cloſed her ſelfe in her chambze, and there 
kylled her ſelfe : and yet the churche hath alowcd her 
fo: a marty2, All theſe examples of chaſtitie be redde 
in the churche. 
¶ Howe date an bnchaſt and a noughty woman come 
thpther, no; be abaſſhed to bꝛynge a bzothelry in to the 
company of virgins, and defyle thoſe pure eyes with 
herfylthy tokes, and polute tender yercs with her coz- 
rupte voyces: Thou vngratious E darſt thou 
| name 
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name Catharin, Hagnes, oz Barbara, and fyle thoſe 
holy names with thyne vnpure mouthe : Darſte thou 
name thy ſelfe by any of thoſe names. and make thy 
lelke in name lyke vnto theym. to whome thou arte 
ſo vnlyke to in conditions, and a very deadly enemp⸗ 
Noz cometh it nat to thy remembzance, whan thou 
hereſt thy ſelfe called, what maner one ſhe was, whoſe 
name thou beareſt : And whan thou remembzelt, that 
ſhe was ſo pure, chaſt,and good, and ageyne thy ſelfe 
ſo bnpure, vnchaſte, aud vngratious. doſte thoun 
rage day and nyght, koꝛ thought and repentaunce ? 
thou moſte ſhameles of all women, howe darſte thou 
baldwe the natiuite ot the moſte pure virgin, that arte 
thy ſelke vnwoꝛthy euer to be bone: And darſte thou 
ſhewe thy ſhameleſſe face vnto her moſte demure cies? 
And woldeſte thou haue het to here oz loke at the ſoo 
ouer coucrte with noughtines, whiche whan ſhe was 
in this woꝛlde. was neuer wont to ſeno2 here no man, 
nat though they were full good e Jt were better foz 
the neuer to come in to theirſpght, leaſte they auenge 
on the, the iniuty of their kynde: noz to name thy ſelke 
by their names, leſte they puniſhe the fo: fplyng their 
names. And J ſpeake in erneſt, foz here is no place to 
bourde in: there ſhulde be made ſome decre, that none 
vnhoneſt woman ſhulde be called Matp. Foz why, do 
nat we gyue as moch honoure vnto that name, whom 
al we aryſe and make rencrence vntyl. as the paganes 
gaue vnto ſome of their folkes. Foz in Athens, whag 
Hermodius and Friſtogiton had banyſhed the tirans 
out ot the cite, there was by a decre determined, that 
no bonde man, noz any that occupied gup vile crakte, 
ſhulde be named by ther names 5 {1 
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 C Þowe ige mapde ſp alt se baue her ſeffe forth abz0de, Cap. pil, 


ORTHE ſhe muſte nedes go ſomtymes, but J 
wold it ſhuld be as ſelde as may be, foʒ many cau- 
ſes.P:incipally bycauſe as ofte as a mapd goth fozth 
amonge people, ſooften ſhe cometh in iugemente and 
ertreine peril of her beauty, honeſtp,demurenes, witte, 
ſhamtaſtnes, and vertue. Fo: nothing is moe tender, 
than is the fame and eſttmatio of women, noꝛ nothing 
moze in daungerof wzonge: in ſo moch that it hath be 
ſayde, and nat without a cauſe.to hange by a cop web, 
bycauſe thoſe thinges, that J haue reherſed, be requi⸗ 
ted perfet in a woman and foikes iu gementes be 
dangerous to pleaſe, and ſuſpicious: and as Ouide 
layth, we be quicke inough in beleuynge the pll. And 
as Cicero ſaythe, Nothynge fleeth moze ſwyftly than 
an pil wozde, nothynge goth ſoner foꝛthe. nothynge is 
ſoner taken, noz bzoder ſpꝛedde. that if a ſklaunder 
ones take holde in a maydes name by folkes opinyon, 
it is in a maner eucriaſtynge, no; can nat be waſſhed 
away withoute great tokens and ſhewes of chaſtite 
and wyſedome. It thou talke littel in company,foikes 
thynke thou canſte but lyttell good: if thou ſpeake 
moche, they rcken the lyght: if thou ſpeake vncoun⸗ 
nyngly,thep counte the dul wytted:1f thou ſpeke coun⸗ 
nyngly, thou ſhalte be called a ſhzewe: if thou anſwere 
nat quickly, thou ſhalt be called pꝛoude, oꝛ yll bzought 
vp: it thou anſwere, they ſhall ſay thou wylt be ſone 
oucr comen: if thou ſytte with demure countenance, 
thou arte called a diſſembler:if thou make moche mo⸗ 
uynge. they wyll call the folyſhe : if thou loke on any 
ſyde, than wyll they ſay, thy mynde is there: if thou 
| L. ii. laugh 
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laughe whan any man laugheth,thoug thou do it nat 
a purpoſe, ſtreyght they wyll ſay thou haſt a fantaſye 
vnto the man and his ſayẽg. aud that it were no great 
mayſtry to wynne the. whetto ſhuld Jtel,howe moche 
occaſion of vice and noughtynes is abꝛode: voherfoze 
the poet ſemeth to haue ſayde nat without a cauſe: It 
is nat lcfull fo: mapdes to be ſene abode. How moche 
were it better to abyde at home, than go foꝛth and here 
ſo many iudgementes, and ſo dyuers vpon the, and be 
in ſo many ieopardies e Noz ther is none, that had 
moꝛe nede to folow this greke ſaieng, Liue vnknowen. 
Thertoꝛe Tucydides ſapde,ſhe was the beſte woman. 
of whome was leaſte talke, either vnto her pꝛeyſe, 03 
het diſpzeyſe . A woman ſhulde be kepte cloſe, no2 be 
knowen of many, foz it is a token of no great chaſtite 
oꝛ good name, to be knowen of inany, oz be ſongen a- 
bout in the cite in ſonges,02 to be marked o2 named by 
any notabe marke, as white, lame, gogle eicd, lpttell, 
great, fat, maymed, oꝛ ſtuttyng. theſe ought nat to be 
knowen ab:ode in a good woman. 
¶ why than ſap ſeme, (ulde we neuer walke out of 
our owne dozes eShulde we euer lye at home! that 
were as though we hulde lye in p:yſon . Foz ſoo doth 
ſome pꝛoud foles take this ſayeng, that deſire to ſe and 
to be ſene. Nap verily, they ſhall go foʒthe ſomtyme, if 
nede require, and if their father commaunde oz their 
mother: but afoze ſhe go foꝛthe at doze, let het pʒepate 
her mynde and ſtomacke none other wyſe, than if ſhe 
went to fyght . Let her remembze, what (he (hall here, 
what ſhehall ſe, and what her ſelfe ſhall ſay . Let her 
conlidze with her (cife,that ſome thynge (hall chaunce 
on euetp ſyde, that ſhal moue her chaſtite and her Laney | 
mynyoes 
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mynd . Ageynſt theſe dartes of the deupll lleyng on e⸗ 
uety ſyde, let her take the buckler ol ſtomacke defended 
with good examples a pzeceptes, and a firme purpole 
ol chaſtite. and a mynd euer bente towarde Chailte, 
Ind let her knowe, that ſhe goth but to vanttee, which 
leſt ſhe be take with it ſhe had nede to pꝛouide wplelp . 
and that that (he ſhall ſe fozth abꝛode. is to be counted 
none other thyng. but a ſhewe of the lyfe of the woꝛzld: 
by whole vices (et befoze het eyes, (he may lerne, nat 
onely to kepe her ſeifs out ofthe contagyouſnes, but 
moze oucr to amende het owne fautes : and that what 
houre ſo euer ſhe turneth her ſelfe from god vnto men, 
whether ſhe lyke them oꝛ be lyked of thepm, (he fozſa- 
keth Chaſte,and of Chꝛiſtis ſpouſe ſodeynly becometh 
an adulterar. It ſhe ſe any goodnes, let her loue it foz 
Chztſte: tfſhe ſe any euyll, let her flee it foz Chʒiſt. Let 
her take hede neuer to garnythe her ſelfe ſo, noz ſo go. 
noꝛ do.oꝝ ſpeake ſo, that ſhe be the deuylles ſnare to cat 
che men in. She ſhulde nat onely do none yll her ſelfe, 
but as moche as ſhe can, ſo behaue her ſeife. that ſhe 
be none occaſion bnto other ot doynge yll: ozels ſhall 
ſhe be a membze of the deuyll, whoſe inſtrument lhe is 
all redy, and nat Chziſtig. They ſay, that the holy bir⸗ 
dur out lady was ſo demure and ſad, that it any man 
yd caſt a wanton eie vpon her, that foule heate was 
all quenched as thoughe a man had caſte a ye bzand 
into the water. 
¶ Now whan ſhe is appoynted with theſe thoughtes 
and ſuche other, let her go foꝛth with her mother, if ſhe 
haue any, and haue leaue to go, if ſhe haue no mother, 
let her go with ſome ſadde woman, that is a wydowe, 


oʒ a wyke, oʒ ſome good mapde of vertuous lyupnge, 
b L. ui. ſobze? 
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ſobze of ſpeche; and holy hamefaſtenes , Homerus 
wziteth, that the chaſte woman Penelope dyd comme 
koch in to the company of her wowers, but nat alone, 
but with two honeſt maydes in her company:and allo 
her ſonne Telemachus was amonge them ſyttynge. 
And as ſaint Hieronpme commandeth, whan ſhe goth 
fo;th abꝛodc.ſet het nat beate her bꝛeſtis aud het neck 
bare, but hyde her face, and with ſcarlly an eie open to 
ſe her way with all: Neither let her deſire to ſe, noz to 
be ſene, noꝛ caſt het epes vnſtable hither and thether: 
no; be buſy to kno we, who dwelleth in this place, oꝛ in 
that, whiche ought ſcantly to knowe her owne neigh⸗ 
bours . He wold haue all hyd, (ave the eies to lede her 
the way. Noꝛ Ican nat ſe, what honeſty oꝛ goodnes 
can be in ſhewynge of the necke bare: howe be it that 
may be ſuffered, but to bare the bꝛeſt and the pappes, 
and betwene the ſhulders on the backe. aud almoſt the 
ſhulders, howe foule a thynge is that, as the commen 
ſayeng 1s,a blynde man may eſpy, whan thoſe that ſe 
it, ſome abhozre the abhominablenes: and ſome wan⸗ 
ton menne ſeyng the parte ofthe bodye, nat vſed to be 
ſene, are ſet on fy:e there with . wherto were gloues 
oꝛdeyned, but to hyde the handes, that they ſhulde nat 
appere, except it were in wozker 
¶ we tede. that the maides of the cite of Mil ete were 
in ſuch a rage in olde tyme, that in diuers places they 
hanged their ſelkes, no2 any remedy coude be founde 
fo: that cauſe, there was coinmaunded vader greate 


peynes, that they ſhulde nat do it. they ſet nat by pay⸗ 
nes, 102 in dede there is no peyne ſozer tizan dethe. and 
as fo; that they went to on they 0 wn e myndes. Than 


were they watched and kepic, pet found they the mea⸗ 
nes to 
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nes to dye fo} all their kepynge: Than at laſte there 
was a commaundemente gyuen, that whiche ſo euer 
kylled her ſelfe,Chuld be dꝛawẽ naked a bare, thzough 
the market place ot the towne in the open daye: and 
that peyne onelp made them a ferde: foz they wold nat 
be ſene naked: no nat whan they were dead. 
C O incredible demurenes; and woꝛthy to be ſpoken 
ot they that feared nat dethe. the extremeſt of al ſozow, 
pet dꝛede they honeſtie in the deade dody: and lo was 
that tage ſeaſed. . e en 
¶ Ind mozcouer Nature her ſelke, the wyſe mother 
of all thynges, pꝛouydeth fo2 the honeſtie of women. 
Fo: a wonderous caſe, Pliny in his naturall hiſtozye 
wꝛyteth, that mennes bodyes caffe in to the ſea, ſwym 
bp ryghte,and womens ou the bealy. So nature hath 
care and reſpecte ro womens honeſty, and pet they 
oy ſelfe ſef nought therbbd e. 
Jn goyng, let the woman nepther walke over kalt. 
no: ouer flow | 
¶ Nowe whan ſhe is in company of people, let het 
ſhewe gre tſobzenes, both in countenaunce, and all 
the geſture of het Hodp, whiche thynge let het nat db 
of any pꝛyde oz to make her ſelfe the mozecemely, but 
of ſobꝛe and rele id com mynde: not let her nat be⸗ 
holde men moche: noꝛ thynkeithat they beholde et. 
Cos ik the men ſyt a patte, and talke together, 
deholdyng her / yet let nat her thynke, that they talke 
ok her. nd>{dkeat het . Foz ſome maydes and pong 
women, chat hae gotten an opinion ofbtaucy and 
pꝛetines in thert ſelte were that eueth man loketh at 
them ohely and ſpete de chem: and iran man aloke at 
them, thought be but by chante, nothynn thyukyng 
Wer vpon 
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vpon thepm, yet wene they ß they loke at their beauty. 
and than they ſmple: and bychauſe they wyll nat ſeme 
to laughe at that matter. they caſte fozthe ſome trykpl. 
that they thynke ſhulde make kolkes laughe. Aman 
map ſome tymes ſe.cx.ſyttynge to gether, whom if a 
man beholde them, they wyll all laugh at ones, and 
ſap, they laugh at ſome wozde oz dede of ſome of them 
ſelfe, which is neuer a whyt wozth the laughyng: but 
that euery one thynketh her ſelfe ſoo wonderous fapze 
and goodly to ſe and beholde. in whiche doynge they 
playnly ſhewe theyz owne foly and lyghtnes , But the 
mayde that wyll do after my counſayle,ſhall nat ſet by 
her beauty, noz iudge her ſelfe fayze, no; laugh at fo- 
lyſſhe oz lewde wozdes, noz ſhall retoyce to be moche 
loked vpon, and to bea talkynge ſtocke fo: pong men, 
whan (he hath moze cauſe to wepe foz it, that the moſt 
excellent goodnes,that ſhe hath, ſhulde be aſſauted by 
ſo many craftes and enempys, and that her face dothe 
enflame ponge mens myndes vnto foule and vnlaw- 
fullluſtes, whom (he knoweth nat, whether (he can 
withſtande oz nat. 

And fo: as moch as we be in hand with laughyng. 
ich is a ſygne of a very lyghte and diſſolute mpnd, 
let her le that ſhe laugh nat vamcſurably . Foz this J 
nede nat to byd her, that (he (hall nat laughe ageyne 
bnto ponge menne, that laugh towarde her, whiche 
none wyll do, but ſhe that is nought, oz cls a fole. Let 
het nat ſuffre to be plucked at, 0z to be touched wan⸗ 
conly: let her chaunge her place, 02 go away. and nede 


be: let her gyue nothing to no man, noz take ought of 
any man. The wyſe man ſayth: He that taketh a be⸗ 


nefite, ſelleth his liberty. Ind there is in Fraunce and 
Dpapne 
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Spaynea = ſapeng:I woman that gyueth agyfe, 
ueth her (elfe : a woman that taketh a gyfte, ſelleth 
er ſelfe. Therfoze an honeſte woman ſhall nother 
gyue. no take. 
T ful of talke I wolde nat haue her, no nat amonge 
mapdes. Foz as foz amonge men to be full of bable, J 
matuaple that ſome regarde ſhame ſo lyttell, that they 
do nat diſpzeiſe it. That cuſtome was confermed,as J 
trowe, by the decree of the deuyll, that women ſhulde 
be p;eyſed fo; talkpnge eloquently and pꝛomptly with 
men.and that by many houres er. what I pzay 
pou.ſhuld an ignoꝛant mayde talke with a pong man 
ignozantę of goodnes, and counnynge moughe in 
naughtynes e what ſhuld fy;e and towe do together 
What (huld they talke of ſo longee what Jam ſure 
of Ch:aiſte and our lady. Nay, but rather by theit com- 
municatyon they ſhall be incenced and kendled, and 
whether they wpll oz no, ſhall be compelled to talke of 
they; heate : and ſuche they call women of courte, and 
I trowe well.of ſuch courtes as be nowe a dayes,that 
be euen the fathers of outragious vice, and the ſetis 
of Datanas: which nat only a chziſten body ſhal kepe 
them from, but alſo pagannes, if they haue any witte 
02 good mynde. But ye wyll parauenture ſay, They be 
nat all nought. Fy:ſte, I cannat tel that: and though 
they be chaſte of body, pet be they vnchate of mynde: 
and though they be good of body. yet be they common 
in hart. Noz they lack nothyng to make them nought, 
but a good and conuenient occaſion,bicauſe they be e- 
ner in the cies and companye of many folkes . But 
wherto (huld I diſpute with theſe folk es wohat —— 
man wyll alo we chis e O who — it, but ſuche 
14 as 
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as neuet knewe ſo moche as a ſhadowe of honeſtyt⸗ 
whiche wolde,if they coulde bzynge it to paſſe haue al 
womeẽ nought, that they myght the moze eaſylp fulfyl 
thep; vnſatyable luſtes: whiche be them ſelfed;zowned 
vppe to bothe the cares in vice, vnhappyncs, and vn⸗ 
thuftynes,that they can neither le theit owne vice,noz 
other mennes. Fyꝛſte let them put of that curſed dark⸗ 
nes, where with they be ouer layden: and than (hall 
we beleue their iudgementes of vertue. Is fozayong 
woman and a ponge man, totalke of loue in a cone 
is nat mete, though they were bzetherne and liſterne. 
¶ There may be rehecſed many olde examples and 


ne we bothe, of vices that haue be done amonge bzes 


therne and ſyſterne. having occaſion and tyme ſecrete. 
So Amnon, ſon of kynge Dauid,defloured his owns 
ſiſter Thamar, So Caunus lay by his ſiſter Byblts, 
¶ Saynt Juguſtyne wold neuer dwel with his ſiſtex 
in houlc:He ſayde it was nought to ſe a woman, wozls 
to ſpeke with her, and wozſte of all to touche her. 

¶ ion an holy abbot.had aſyſter ſoze ſycke, whiche 
than he was deſyzed to go ſpeke with her oz ſhe dyed, 
he cloſed vp his eies. a was led of an other body vnto 
her chambze, and talked with her. ſo departed away. 
¶ Neither J wolde nat haue bꝛetherne to playe with 
their ſyſters. no2 kyns men with their nere kyns wo⸗ 
men, be they neuer ſo good, and chaſt, and contynent: 
neither to kyſſe them. noz groope, 802 plucke at them. 
What ſhulde that ſerue foꝛ, but to type and pzepare 
theym redpe fo2 ſuche as be moe lewde : that it they 
deſyze any vnhoneſt thynge, the women fette in heate 
therewith,ſhall thynke on ſuch thinges as ſhuld tous 
che they; chaſtite ? Noz in a great count J] * — 
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chulde nat crepe in to cozners, What wolde they ſaye 
there, that other folkes may nit heate:it they purpoſe 
to ſpeake of that. that is pute and chal ee 
C Neyther J wolde ther ſhulde be many woꝛdes be⸗ 
twene ponge men and maydes, thou ghe folkes be by. 
ercepte they be ſo pute and honeſte, that no ſuſpecte of 
pll can come of thepm . Foz ſome men be ſoo ctafty in 
noughtpnes, and can wꝛappe in darke ſentence, their 
myndes in ſuch wyſe, that they ma pet be vnderſtan⸗ 
den of her what they meane, by that they ſpeake vnto 
her: and yet (hal the double ſence cauſe, that they may 
denye that they ment ſo, and blame her fo; wzonge ta⸗ 
kyng they: wozdes, and vnderſtandyng them in euyll 
ſence, which they ſpake fo: no harme. Ind than they 
ſet moche dy they: owne witte, whan they be counnyng 
in theſe crattes, thoughe they be deuoyd of all good⸗ 
nes, but able and counnyng inough to do ylle. which 
thynge dathe nat pꝛoue any great wyt. but an cxerciſe 
in noughtynes: which as Denec ſapthe, is woꝛſe.and 
moze foule.than is a dull and luggylhe wyt. Fo: wyt 
is nat to be rekened in ſubtylites and diſceites, excepte 
we wyll teken deuylles moze wyſe than angelles: but 
one good angel is moze wyſe than al p deuyl les in hel. 
¶ At fewe woꝛdes, it is good to haue very lyttell oz 
nought to do with men. and ſpeake very fewe wozdes 
with them. and choſe full of ſobzenes, honeſty, ⁊ wyſe⸗ 
dome: no: thou ſhalte nat therfoze be rckened the 
moze moope and fole, but the moꝛc wyĩe. Ind if iudge⸗ 
ment ſhuld be gpuen of thy diſpoſttion, J had icaucr 
plifo!kes ſhuld reken the tude, than good folkes bad. 
¶ Tel me, howe moche redeſt thou in all the hiſtozie 
of the goſpeil, that our lady cuet ſpake. The angell 
M u. cometh 
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they haue no wyne. And at the croſſe ſhe was clene 
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comethe in vnto her: and (hee fynyſſhed the matter 
with fe we woꝛdes. and thoſe wiſe and (ad,and alſo hos 
ly. She goth foz to ſe Eliſabeth, and (peketh to the 
pꝛeyſe of god. She bzyngeth fozth a ſonne, whiche is 
god. She is lauded of the angelles, woꝛſhypped ol 
the hyꝛde men, and holdeth her peace, gathetynge and 
kepynge in her reinembzaunce all thepz ſapenges. 

She was honoured of the wyſe men of the eaſte, that 
came thyther a great waye: and what doſte thou rede, 
that euer ſhe ſpake « Some other perauenture wolde 
haue aſked of their countrey, of their treaſure, of their 
lernynge, oz of the ſterre: but (ſhe, as became a ponge 
mayde, ſpake neuer a wozde. She offereth her ſonne 
in the temple; and whan Symeon pꝛophiſyed of hym. 
an other wolde haue aſked ſome moo thynges, oz elles 
the teaſon and maner of thoſe that be tolde. The olde 
man tourned his ſapeg vnto the mayde, ſpeakynge of 
her ſon. Lo he is put fo2 a falle and a tyſynge agepne 
of many in J(rael, and a ſigne, ayenſt whom ther ſhal 
be ſpeakynge. and a ſwoꝛde ſhall cut thy harte, vnto 
the ende that the thoughtes ol many hartes in Jſrael 
may be opened. Some other woman wolde haue af-' 
Red, whan, howe, and where it ſhuld haue ben: but we 
tede nat, that ſhe ſayde any thynge. 4 
¶ She loſt her dereſt ſonne at Dieruſalem:and whan 
ſHc had ſought hym thze dayes; and at the laſte found! 
hym, howe many wozdes ſayd ſhe to hym e Sonne, 
why haſte thou ſerued vs ſoo e Lo thy father and 1 
ſought the carefully. After that whã (he was of moze 
age. at a maryage;ſhe ſayd no moze but this: Donne 


dumme: ſhe al b ed neuer a whytte ol het . 
l 


Lid 


A CHRISTEN VY OMAN, 43 


with whome he wolde leave her, noz what he wolde 
commaunde her to do, whan he dyed. Fo; ſhe had nat 
lerncd to pꝛatle amonge folkes. All maydes, and all 
wome folow pou her:koz ſhe was but of fewe wozdes? 
but wonderous wple . GN? 

¶ Theano Metapontina a poet, and a mayd excel- 
lent counnynge, rekenedthat Silence was the nobleſt 
oznament of a woman. And is of theſaine 
opinton:foz with ſplence bothe wiſedome and chaſtite, 

be ſwetely poudered, | 5 
¶ Thou arte none attourney of lawe good doughter, 
no: pleadeſte nat in coutte, that thou ſhalte nede to 
quaple eythet thyne owne, oz thy clyentes matter; ex⸗ 
cept thou ſpeake. Holde thou thy peace as boldly as 
other ſpeake in court: and ſo ſhalte thou better defend 
the matter of thy chaſtitee, whiche afoze tuſte iudges 
ſhall be ſtronger with ſilence than with ſpeche.  * 
C we rede in hiſtozyes, þ a chyld was ones bzought' 
in tothe common place of the cytie at Nome, bpon a 
matter of chaſtitee;and with holding downe his eres,;' 
on the grounde,and pile lilenee,defended his mattet 
better than he ſhulde haue done with longe oꝛations 
of oꝛatoꝛs. But nowe toſpeake of women 
¶ Saynte Suſan excaſed her ſeife of the cryme ol 
adultery with ſplence,and 
vs here ſapnt Fmbzole. 
¶ The holy woman SuſanJeldeherpeace;and ouet 
came her enempes: fo: ſhe defended nat her ſelfe with 
reaſonyng of woꝛdes. noꝛ with ſpech of any atturney, 
but the holy woman her ſelfe holdyng her tonge, her 


chaſtitee oz her. 2 715 
C Allotnthobakeor virgins he fayth on this wyſe: 
M. iu. I had 
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IJ had leauet a mayde chuld laue to lytle talke than ta 
moche: F0z if women beconnnaunded to holde they 
peace ol holy matters in the churche, and al ke their 
buſbaudes at home, mhat ſhulde maydes do (ſuppoſe 
pou) that whyle.in whome ſhametaſtnes garnyſſheth 
they: age, and ſtylnes comendeth thep; ſhamefaſtnese 
Noz the ſhall nat onely amonge men bebaue het ſcife 


lo, but alſo amange women: moderate and litel ſpeche 


àthouſande, and of a 


ſhall becomme her, and nat (zylie,no; pzeſumptuous, 
oz ſigne ot a mans ſtomacke. noʒioyned with othes: 
whiche thynge whan it is vncomely in men. muſt ne⸗ 
des be in women abompnable. noz vſe her voyce to be 
feate and nyce, no; ſette het countenance to cruelte 
and frownynge;no2 ouet ſadde and ſozowfull,o2 dyſ⸗ 
dayniſhlp, noz dyuerſelp, no; fulle of pleſance, 03 duet 
thetefulle, oz vnſtable, oz wandzynge , oz diſſolute, 
Qelopnge tokens of a mpnde there vuto accoꝛdynge. 

me be ſo ſhutle mpnded, that amonge their com⸗ 
pamons they babie out all at large, both their owne. 
tters and other folkes, no; haue yo regarde what 
hey (aye, but what ſoo euet cometh on they; tounges 
ende: and therof cometh a fantaſy to lye, whan they 
lacke trouth:and hereof tyſeth the fable by them, that 
of one tcauin made an hundzed,and of one man llayne, 
ane dogge, one moze than an 
Elyphant of Inde: in ſo moche that nowe no man cau 
fpad woꝛdes to repzchende that inoꝛdynate and ſham⸗ 


kull thynge with all accoꝛdyngly. Euery body taketh 


the matter with nyathe and (pozte, who ſo can teil a 
thynge the moſte ſhatefull, {ome bable bycauſe they 
thynk their ſe!fkethep can no good, without they talke, 
oz tiles that they be nat halfe freudly, without on 
4 92 Pal 
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pꝛatel out al ſecretes they can vnto other,though it be 
tyght ieoperdous. Xcerfoze manp wyſe men take occa⸗ 
ſpon of that, to gyue p:eceptes,that men ſhulde neuer 
tommptte their counlayle vnto women,neytherto his 
ſyſter, his mother, no; his wyle: but this is but a vice 
of ſome, and not of the hole kynde,as hath appered by 
example of dyuerſe, as that womanne of Pythagozas 
ſchole and ſecte,that byt of her owne tonge, and ſpytte 
out in the face of the tyzant that dyd tourmente her, 
leaſte ſhe ſhulde be compelled of necellite, to telle that 


the wolde nat, * 

¶ J iet paſſe here the women of Mylete, which kepte 
they: hul bandes counſapleatMaſlile manp a dap, ſo 
longe as was neceſſa p. 

(Tacitus wzyteth, that a picatis, by cauſe ſhe was 
of counſaple of the treaſon thatPiſo went about, was 
commanded to be Haled with turmentes , to catls 
her fo: to ſhewe, The fyꝛſte day ſhe was attaſted with 
beatynge and fpze, and that the moꝛe gretouſely, by- 
cauſe the tourmentours were angtpe, that a woman 


ſhulde ſette them at fo e: pet fo2'all that (ſhe was 
— ny» | ot mo mn te ere 


any thynge . The nexte day He-was bzoughte vnto 


the fame peynes agepne, and was-catied vppe in a 
chapꝛe. bicauſe het bones were ſo haled in ſunder,that 
ſhe coude nat ſtande, and thete hetoke a towell, that 
was tycd about her dꝛeaſte 'andifaſtened ir to the top 
of the chapꝛe in maner of a ſnare and put in het necke, 
and thete hanged by it with al the weyght of her body, 
and w1onge out that lytle lyfe that ſhe had, 

¶ we rede m the Hiſtozyes of the Mhencenſeg, khn 
the concubine of Ariſtogiton, whiche banzChed — 
6 * ; ſiſtrote 


. - 


Epicaris ; 


THE INSTRYCTION OP 


ſiſtrotes childz>, called Leena by name, whan ſhe was 
baled vpon tourmentes , to ſhewe where her louer 
was, ſhe ſuffced all thynge ſtyll and pactentlp, 
C Icchat hariottes and noughty women dyd thus, 
vat ſhulde we ſuppoſe good women wolde do ? Let 
nat the mayde be ouer buſy in a nother bodyes houſe, 
neyther riffie vp and ſerche cuery coꝛner: oz deſpꝛe 
tohaueo; know moze than folkes wyl (hewe of their 
owie good wpll, 

¶ No: let her nat ſkolde and chide fozthe abzode,net- 
ther fo; ſinalle matters, no; thoughe it were foz great 
polleſſtos: it is better to abyde the loſſe of her goodes, 
than of her good name, and honeſty, and her ſhame⸗ 
faſtencs, whiche thynges (ſhe ought to haue in mooſte 
pzyſe. Is fo; feaſtes,great dyners, and bankettes, J 
wotte nat what pzeceptes to gyue chʒyſten folkes con- 
cernyng them, in the cuſtome that nowe is wozle than 
amonge paganes: in ſo moche that he ſhal be rekened 
madde, that wyll nat ſuffre hym ſelfe to be taken and 
dꝛa wen with the vſe of the woꝛlde, but wyl withſtand 
ſuche multitude of people hym ſelfe alone, oz els with 
very few2 mo. Therfoze let the woman gyue an eare 
vnto the pagane Ouide. bycauſe ſhe wyl nat regarde 
a chꝛiſten mans wozdes: Fo: he in gyuynge thoſe vn- 
th:ifty rules of lpupnge, ſpeketh of theſe commen re⸗ 
ſoꝛtynges vuto playes and feaſtes in this manet: 
They came to. ſe, and cke for to be ſene, 
ull moche chaſtite quayled there hath benc. 


That no wyues, that iyſte content and plcaſe ſad and 
honelt inen. wpil be founde and ſene at (quien playes, 
dau. aſon zes 0; other great relozte of people + N 

* ap » 


¶ Juuenal the poet, in his boke called Daty:s ſapth: p 


K —__ 


doeſte thou here oꝛ rede the woꝛdes of Chꝛyſte in the 
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ſayth, that feaſtes and bankettes be the inſtru mentes 
and armour of Uenus and Cupide. Ind toſay good 
ſothe, what garde of chaſtitie can there be, where the 
mayde is deſired with ſoo many eies, where ſo many 
faces loke vponher, and agepne ſhe vpon ſo many? 
She muſt nedes kyze ſome, and her ſeife alſo be fyzed 
ageyne, and ſhe be nat a ſtone. Moe ouer there is 
layde great nouryſſhement vnto that heate, by the te⸗ 
aſon of meate and dzynke of the feaſte, and talkynge, 
touchpnge,gropynge.and pluckynge,and many other 
wanton poyntes, whervnto that vnbzydled Bacchus 
gyueth liberty and boldnes. what mynde can be pure 
and holle amonge all this geare, and not ſpotted with 
any thought of luſte e 

¶ The folyſſhe people weneth a ponge woman doth 
no ſynne, ercepte ſhe lye with a man in dede. Than 
thou that arte criſtened, by the goſpel of Chaſte, howe 


golpell, where he ſayth : Thou ſhalte gyue a counte in 
the day of iudgement fo2 euery idell woꝛde that thou 
ſpekeſte e Nowe than amonge ponge men and ponge 
women. in reſoztynges and dzynkynges, howe many 
wozdes fly to and fro, nat onely idel, but alſo ieoper⸗ 
dous. And allo where he ſaythe: who ſo loketh vpon an 
other mannes wyfe, and deſyzeth to haue her he hathe 
committed adultery al tedy with her in his harte:ſup⸗ 
pole you nat, that this was mente as well by the wo⸗ 
man, beholdynge a man! And to be buefe, thou arte 
nat chʒiſtened, noꝛ ſpiritual, but a pagane and carnal, 
if thou doſte nat beleue, that thou haſte a ſpꝛynge of 
vngratiouſnes within the: And that it fozceth nat, 
what the mynde be, but the bodye, 
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dare be bolde to ſay, that fewe yonge women, after 
they begynne to ware towarde womans ſtate, come 
from feaſtis, and bankettes, and reſozte of men with 
ſafe mpndes. But ſome be taken with eloquence,ſome 
with deliueraunce of body, ſome with one pꝛopzetp, 
and ſome with other: which a yonge woman ſhal fynd 
in great multitude of men, ſet lyke nettes. And it is an 
harde thinge to ſcape vncaught with thoſe thynges, 
where vnto ſhe is ſome thyng inclyned all redy. Howe 
moche were it better, nat to loue this ieoperdp, than to 
peryſſhe in it as the wyſe man ſayth: 
¶ Uerely my mynd is. and Jtrowe Chꝛiſtis to. that 
maydes ſhulde be kepte at home, and nat go abzode, 
excepte it be to here maſſe, and that well couered, leſte 
they epther gyue oꝛ take occaſyon of ſnarynge. A chzt- 
ſten mayde ought to haue nothynge a doo with wed⸗ 
dynge fcaſtts, bankettes, and reſoztynges of men. 
¶ Fynally, what myne opinion ts, concernynge wo⸗ 
men, you may knowe by that, that J wolde nat haue 
yonge boyes bꝛought vnto feaſtts, both bycauſe it 
hurteth the ſtrength and the helth of the chylde, in his 
tyine ofgrowyng:and bicauſe that feaſtis be the ſpʒꝛin 
ges of great and many byces. be they neuer ſoo ſobze 
and moderate. A chylde ſhal ſee there many vucomely 
thynges, and lerne moche noughtynes, euen amonge 
aged men, though they be right wyſe. wohere to ſhuld 
ſay amonge women and menne, where after they; 
mindes be inflamed both inwarde and outwardly vn⸗ 
to fouleluſte, be they neuer ſoo well kepte vnder, yet 
wyll they ſhewe theym ſelfe foule and outragyouſly, 
no: wyl be bꝛidled 1n,noz obey they: gouernour;! wohat 
than wyll they do, if they be pꝛouoked * 
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(Than in dede there wylle be neyther rule noz mcaſure, 
no: aup reſpecte of honeſty. 


C.Df daunſynge. Cap. xi. 


Ne vv E let vs ſpeake of that thynge, which ſome 
maydes do,nothyng moze gladly,and be taught 
alſo with great diligence,of bothe father and mother, 
that is to daunce counyngly. J wyl make no mention 
here of the olde vſe of wꝛaſtlynge, whiche both Plato 
and many of the ſtoycke philoſophers ſayde was hol- 
ſome foꝛ honeſte mens ſonnes: and Cicero and Quin⸗ 
tilian called neceſſary fo2 an oꝛatout. Which was no⸗ 
thynge but a ccrtayne infourmynge of geſture, and 
mouynge of the body, to ſet and moue all in comly 0z- 
dꝛe: whiche crafte nowe, as manye other be, is cleane 
out of vſe. J wyll intreat of this daunſaynge, that 
nowe a dayes is moche vſcd, which many of the Gre- 
kes pꝛeyſed, as they dyd many moo thynges, ſome fo- 
lyſſhe, and ſome alſo fylthy: which the ſage people of 
Komercfuſcd : noz we rede nat that euer any of thoſe 
ſad matrones vſed daunſyng. Saluſte wzyteth, that 
one Sempꝛonia, dyd bothe ſynge and daunce moze 
counnyngly, than was neceſſarp foz a good woman. 
Alſo Cicero,defendynge Muten ageynſt Cato, which 
had layde vnto his chatge. that he had vſed daunſing 
in Aſia, where he was goucrnour foz a ſeaſon, whiche 
dede was ſo diſſalowable, that he durſte nat defende 
it fo2 well done, but ſtyffelp denyed,ſayeng moze oucr, 
that neu er ſobze man daunſcd, ercepte he were mad, 
neyther beinge alone, neyther at an honeſt and mea⸗ 
ſurable banket. Feaſtynges out of tyme, and pleaſant 
ſpoztis, and delycate paſtyme bzynge euer daunſpyng 
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in the laſte end: So that daunſynge muſt nedes be the 
extreme of all vicis. 
¶ Vut we nowe in chꝛyſtiane countreis haue ſcholes 
ol daunſynge. howe be it that is no wondze,ſeing alſo 
we haue houſes of baudzy, ſo moche the pagans were 
bettet and moꝛe ſad than we be: noz they neuer knewe 
this newe faſſhyon of daunſynge ok ours, ſo vnreſo- 
nable, and fulle of ſhakynge and bzaggyng, and vn; 
cleuly handlynges, gropynges, and kyſſynges: and 
a very kendlynge of lechery . wherto ſeructh all that 
ballynge, as it wete pydgyns the byꝛdes of Uenus : 
In olde tome kyſſpnge was nat vſcd, but amonge 
kyn{folke : nowe is it a common thinge in Englande 
and Fraunce. If they do it bycauſe of Babtiſme, that 
they may ſeme all as bzetherne and ſyſtcrne, J pꝛeyſe 
the entent: if other wyſe, J ſe not where vnto it pertex⸗ 
neth to vſe ſo moch kyſſing,as thoughe that loue and 
chatitie coude none other way ſtand betwene men and 
women. without this were their purpoſe, to ſtere vp 
their bodily luſtis in ſuche colde countreis. Uerily me 
thinkcth it is a foule and a rude maner. But nowe to 
ſpeke of daunſynge. 
¶ what good dothe all that daunſynge of ponge 
women, holden vpon mens armes, that they may hop 
the hygher : what meaneth that ſhakynge vnto myd⸗ 
nyght, and neuer wery, whiche ik they were delyzed to 
go but to the nerte churche, they were nat able. excepte 
they were caryed on hoſe back e: oꝛ in a charette: Ho 
wolde nat thinke them out of their wpttes : 
¶ Fremembze, that Jharde vpon a tyme ſaye, that 
there were certepne men bꝛought out of a farre coun⸗ 
ttep in to out partes of the wozlde, whiche whan — 
e 
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fawe women daunce, they rounne a way wonderſly a- 
frayde,cryeng out.that they thought the women were 
taken with an vnked kynd of fran(y. Ind to ſay good 
ſothe, who wolde nat reken women frantycke, whan 
they daunce, ik he had neuer ſene womẽ daunce befoze? 
And it is a woꝛlde to ſe, how demurely and ſadly ſome 
ſyt beholdyng them that daunce,# with what geſture, 
paſe, and mouynge of the body, and with what ſobze 
kotynge ſom of themdaunce. wherin alſo a man map 
ſpye a great part of their foly:that go about to handle 
ſuche a folyſhe thynge ſo ſadly: neyther ſe them ſelfe 
haue a matter in hande without any wyſedome, ney⸗ 
ther any thyng wozthe, but as Cicero ſayth,a compa⸗ 
nyon of vicis. vohat holy woman dpd we euerrede of, 
that was a daunſer Oz what woman nowe adapes, 
that is ſad and wyſe, wyl be knowen to ſ kyll of daun⸗ 
ſyng, and wyl nat refuſe it, if ſhe be deſp2ed to dauncee 
Foz they knowe wel inoughe, it is a folyſh thynge, oz 
els they wolde do it of their owne courage. But they 
wyll nat be gladde to come where daunlynge is. Foz 
what chaſtitte ot body and mynde can be there. where 
they ſhall ſeeſoo many mens bodyes, and haue their 
myndes entiſed by the wyndowes of their eyes, and by 
the meanes of the moſte ſubtyll artificer the deuyll, 
There is alſo a certepne ſateng of an holy man: That 
he had leaucrplowe and dygge vpon the holp dap, 
than daunce. 

¶ Saynt Ambzoſe wꝛyteth bnto his ſyſter, ſapeng in 
this wyſe: Myꝛth ought to be in a clete conſcience.and 
a good mynde, and nat in ſpyſed bankettes. and wed⸗ 
dynge feaſtis full of mynſtrelſpe. Foz there ſhamfaz 
ſnes is ill dekended, and vnlekull abuſion ſuſpected: 
Nui, where 
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where the laſte ende of pleaſure is daunſpnge: from 
whiche J deſpze all virgins of god to kepe them elfe. 
Fo: no man (as a certeine wyſe manne of the pagans 
ſayth) daunſeth. it he be ſobze, excepte he be mad. 

¶ Nowe than, if that either dzonkennes oz madnes 
be rekened to be the cauſe of daunſyng among the pa- 
gans, what than ſhulde we counte to be commaun⸗ 
ded in the holy (cripture:where we rede that Sayncte 
Johan the Babtiſte, the meſſanger of Chziſt, was put 
to deth at the pleaſure of a daunſyng wenchee By the 
which thinge we may take example, that this vnlau- 
full paſtyme of daunſynge hath bene cauſe of moze 
hurte, than the ftanſy of robbers and murtherers. 
This deadly feaſte was pꝛepated with a kyngly lar- 
geſſe and exceſſe, and watche layde whan company 
was at the fox and than the doughter, which was 


hydde bp a foze in ſecrete, bꝛought fozth todaunce be⸗ 
fo:e the people, what coulde the doughter lerne moze 
of her mother, which was an harlot, but to leaſe her 
honcfty , Foz nothynge inclyneth folke moze to bo⸗ 
dily luſte. than by vncomly mouynge and geſture, to 
ewe the operatyon of theſe parties, whiche either 
Nature hath hydde ſecretly, oꝛ good maner and nour- 
ture hath couered: oz to play caſtis with her cics, oz 
ſhake the necke, oꝛ ſwynge her heare. vohcrefoze they 
muſte nedes fall in to offence ageynſte the mateſtie of 
god , Foz what honeſtye can be kepte there, where 
daunſynge is: So than the kynge delyted with that 
paſtime, bad her al ke what ſo euer (he wolde. This ts 
ſapnt Imbzoſe ſapeng. 
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Ol louynge. Cap» vun. > 


L 


OVE is bzydde by reaſon of company and com⸗ 
munycation with men: foz amonge pleaſures, 


feaſtig, laughynge, daunſynge, and volupties, is the 


kyngedome of Uenus and Cupide . Ind with theſe 
thynges folkes myndes be entyfed and ſnaced, and 
ſpectaily the womennes, on whome pleaſure hath 
ſoʒeſt dominion, | 
¶ © miſerable yonge woman, careful mayſt thou be, 
ik thou depart out ot that company entangled al redy, 
howe moche better had it ben foz the; to haue bydden 
at home, and rather to haue bꝛoken alegge of thy bo⸗ 
dy, than a legge of thy mynde e Howe be it J wyll go 
aboute to fynde a remedy, to ſaue the from takynge, 
ik thou be vntaken: and if thou be taken, that thou 
mapſte ſkape out agepne, | 
CJ wyll let paſſe here, that hath be ſayde by phtloſo- 
phers, and all holy and wyſe men ageynſt Cupydes 
loue: noꝛ I wyll nat reherſe the wzytpnge of thoſe, 
whiche ſeme to haue pzeyſcd loue pourpoſely . But 
they, whom J ſpake of here afoze,what araplynge do 
they make of loue, callynge hym tyꝛan, myſcheuous, 
cruel,hard, vnkind. foule, vngratious.cutſed, wycked, 
and cauſer of mooſte vnhappines. Saincte Hiero⸗ 
nyme ſayth of loue in this maner. After thopinion of 
Iriſtotel and Plutarche. | | 
¶ lLoue of the beauty is a fo;gettyng of reaſon, and 
the nerte thynge vnto franſy, a foule vice,and an vn⸗ 
manerly fo: an hole mynde, it troubleth al the wyttes, 
it bꝛeaketh and abateth hygh and noble ſtomackes, 
and dꝛaweth them downe krome the ſtudy and thyn⸗ 
kyng of high and excellente thinges, vnto 1 


Lone. 


lynge, fulle of vile and ſeruile flaterynge, vnmete fo; 
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vile,andcauſeth them to be ful of gronyng,and com⸗ 
playnyng. to be angry, haſty foolehardy, ſtrayt in tu⸗ 


eucry thynge, and at the laſte vninete foz the loue it 
ſelfe . Fo: whan they bourne ſoo without meaſure in 
deſyꝛe to opteyne their purpoſe, they loſe the mooſte | 


parte of theit tyme, in ſuſpiciouſnes, mournynge, 
wepynge, waplynge, ſpghynge, and complaynynge: 
wherewith they make them ſelfe hated, in concluſion 
hate their owneſelfe . Thus ſayth ſaint Hieronime. 
¶ who can nowe erpzeſſe with wozdes, howe moche 
periury, what dilceites, what murther, what laughter. 
what diſtruction of cities, of countreys, and nations, 
this loue hath cauſed-what nedeth me to reherſe here 
the diſtruction of Trop made fo: Belayne : 02 to telle 
what great multitude of people was there lapne : 02 
of the great warre betwene the Lacedemonians and 
Mecentans,fo: the maidens taken away: o the holle 
empite of the Lacedemomans bꝛought in decay by 
Epaminundas the capitayne of Thebes.at Leuctras 
in Boece, which toke vengeance vpon them (as Plu⸗ 
tarche maketh mention) ko the doughters of Dce- 
daſus tauiſhed by the yonge men of Lacedemone and 
bycauſe 5ᷣ rulers of Þ cite regarded nat his complaint. 
¶ Eynge Koderickeof Spapne loſte his counttep, 
whan it was moſt flowziſhynge, fo: defylynge Cana. 
the doughter of Julian therle, and lefte it to be ouer 
tonne and ſpoyled ot the Agarcns . Idain alſo foꝛ the 
loue of Eue, loſte and caſte away mankynde. Uirgil 
crieth out ſayenge: What myſchyefe dothe nat golde 
cauſe : Nay but what miſchyefe doth nat loue cauſe? 
It compelled Dauid the moſte gentyll kynge to caſte 
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kynge was ſo doted with loue,that he fell to ydolatry, 
Sampfon loſt his ſtrength therby. Medea was com- 
pelled to all to cutte her bzother, and fle her owne chyl⸗ 
dꝛen: and Catiline to ſlee his owne ſon fo; the loue of 
O ziſtill.that he myght ryd his houſe fo: her. Man 
yonge womenne haue hated bothe father and mo⸗ 
ther, and al their kynne bycauſe they haue letted them 
of their joue. Many haue poyſoned they; owne mo⸗ 
thers. that they myght tunne away with thetr louers. 
¶ This ino dinate and cruell affectionif one myght 
ſee it with the bodply eies, he wolde be as ferde as 
thoughe a wylde beaſte were bzought ſodeynly vpon 
hym, and wolde runne away foꝛ dꝛede as farre as euet 
e Wwherfoze if thou be nat enfected all redye 
with the venomeof this ſerpent,calofte bnto remem- 
bꝛante this lytell verſe: 
Loue may be taken vp at ones pleaſure, 

but nat layde away. 

¶ Therfozeit is in thy power to loue oz leaue befoze 
thou fall in to it. But after thou be ones in, than art 
thou nat in thyne owne power, but vnder it, neyther 
thou canſt nat tydde the therof whan thou woldeſte. 
who wolde be glad to treceyue home ſuche a gueſt : 
Who wyll nat kepe hym away from his houſe e Foz 
loue fyꝛſte of all ttoublethe and toſſethe all thynge vp 
ſette done ut his luſte, that hym ſelfe map beate the 
moe outragtous rule, and confoundeth and blindeth 
the wyt and reaſon that it ſhal nat ſe and knowe what 
is done with in, but ſuffre it ſelfe to be holly ledde and 
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C This cruell venome, that ſoo robbeth vs of our 
ſighte,dzaweth vs ouera thouſand rockes and hilles, | 
and many tymes thzoweth vs in to ſuche a doungion 
from whence we can neuet ſcape out. There is no dede 
fo bngtatious, ſo cruel,ſo outragious, oz ſo ſitaunge,. 
that we wyl nat do to obey loue. Dilcepue frendes,bpl | 
kyns folke, ſle father and mother, murther chyldzen, | 
whom her lelfe hath bozne, all theſe be but tryfyls foz 
loues pleaſute:neither it is rekened any great greuous 
acte to deſtroy vtterly their countrey, to peryſſhe an 
holle realme,o2 tyd vp all man kynde . What remeins 
bꝛaunce can here be of holpnes, of vertue, iuſtice, of 
god, of deuotion,oz good mynde, all is but tapes, yea 
and finally thyn owne helthe foꝛgotten. wherfoze, who 
ſo is ſafe inoughe, and conſidereth theſe thynges, and 
doth not his diligence, neuer to come iu to this tage 
and franſy, is wozthy to be kepte therin, noꝛ neuet ts 
fynde ende oz meaſure of that tuell, but to be vered 
bothe day and nyght with the fyze bꝛande of Cupide: 
neyther to take meate, noz flepe,noz (e,no:reſt,neyther 
to haue any vſe belongynge vnto mankynde,) i 
¶ This affection of loue taketh wonders ſoze the 
myndes of all folkes, and ſpecially of women: voher- 
| foze they had nede to take the moze hede, leaſt it ſteale 
* in vpon them. Foz it cometh commonly at vnware v⸗ 
i; pon ſuche as wyll take no labout to auoyde it, whan 
they be in the daunger and occaſions therof, noz care 
what mynde come, but teteyue it whan it cometh, as a 
ſwete and a pleaſant thynge: nat knowpnge what and 
howe perillous a poyſon, lyeth hyd vnder that plea- 
fant face. Therfoze they ſhuld ſpecially withſtand the 
fy;ſtc occaſions ; whiche thpuge Ouide * 4 
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fone counſapleth, and as the Pꝛophet in the pſalme 
dothe teache: Dulffce nat thoſe chyldzen of Babylon 
to grow vp. but knack them vpona ſtone, and bzeake 
thein on the hatde fpzmament of celygion, p is Chiiſt, 
which in the canttkels giueth warning vnto virgins, 
ſayenge: Take ye the yonge fores, which marre your 
/ vines. Indcommaundeth to take them the moze dili⸗ 
gen ik the vynes ſhewe all redy flowers of good 
e. Nowe loue by longe ſpace wareth moze, and 
gethereth ſtrength, as manyeother thynges do: Foz 
Ouid ſaythe: 
J haue ſene a wounde, that in the begynnynge 
| DMougbt eaſily baue be bꝛought to bealyng, 


whicbe by delay and contynuance 
| Hatb after growen vnto mote greuanc e. 


¶ Gyue none tare vnto the ſouer, nomoꝛe than thou 
woldeſte do vnto an inchauntoure oz a ſoʒceter. Foz 
he comethe pleaſantly and flaterynge,fyzſte p:eyſpnge 
the mapde, ſhewynge her, howe he is taken with the 
loueofher beauty, and thathe muſte be dead foz her 
loue: foz theſe louers knowe well inough. the vayne 
glozious myndes of many, which haue a great delyte 
in their owne pꝛeyſes, wherwith they be caught. lyke 
as the byꝛder begyleth the byꝛdes. | 
| ¶ Be callethe the fay:e.pzopze, wptty, weiſpoken,'and 
| of gentyll bloud, wherof parauenture thou arte no- 


thinge at all: and thou lyke a foole arte glad to here 
| thole lyes, and weneſt that thou doeſt ſeme ſo in dede, 
whan thou arte never a whptte ſo, 

¶ But put caſc thou doeſte ſeme ſo. Loke whether he 
calle the wyſe and honeſte, whiche it he do nat, all thy 
pzepleis nought:and if he do, what may he hope to get 
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of the e Foz if he hope to opteyne his purpoſe therbp, 
7 — he belyed the. Howe hath he than handled 
8 cre 

¶ He lapth he is taken with thy pzopzetcs. vwohatthae 
and ſaythe he ſhall dye, excepte he may haue the, yea 
there is the cauſe of his complaynt . Therfoze beware 
thou leaſt thy ſelfe be taken alſo with his wozdes,and 
peryſthe as well as he. He ſayth he (hal dye fo; the,yca 
aud that he dyed euen ſtreyght wape , Beleueſte thou 
that! A foole.let hym ſhewe the, howe many haue died 
fo: loue, amonge ſoo many thouſandes as haue bene 
louers , Loue dothe pepne ſome tymes, but it neuer 
fleeth . Oz though he dyd dye fo; the yet it were better 
fo; the let hym peryſh. than be peryſſhed thy ſelle: and 
that one ſhulde periſh than twapne , tl 

C I nede nat to reherſe hete, j cõmon ſonge of loners 
which they ſyng only to diſceyue. wh they haue many 
tymes nat one dꝛop of loue towarde her. Fo: it he had 
ones fultylled his appetyte ot the, than wolde he ſhewe 
how moch he loued the. It he had loued thy good vex 
tues a mynd.as log as thou haddeſt lyued, he wold ne 
uer haue ben ful oz wery of . But nowe bytauſe he lo⸗ 
yed but only thy body. a the ſhoꝛt pleaſure therof,ther: 
foze whan the body detayeth, his loue alſo vamſſheth 
away,aud he fplicd and ſaciate with pleaſure, lotheth 
the plent1e. 

¶ There be nat a fewe examples therof: neither we 
nede nat to fetche them of che olde woꝛlde. Foz there is 
none ſo ignozant, but he hath harde tel and ſcne thous 
ſandes of men, whiche than thep had abuſed 'yongt 
women fo; a ſeal on, haue caſte theym vppe in to ſome 
ſtewes, bycauſe thcy ne uet loued theym in dede · Ind 
311 many 
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many that haue loued very feruently, haus ben turned 
at the laſt from hotte loye unto moze and haue 
kyide their loues,0z cutte they; thꝛottes 4 There is n 
cytie, wherin thoſe thynges be nat harde dayly- 
foze I wonder moch of the folp of youg wo 
wyllyngly dzowne them ſelfe inthe great ſee of waet- 
chednes. where of come ſo many ſtewes. and ſo many 
hatlottis. pea that haue bene cummen of honeſte þyp- 
¶ 'vohat is the cauſe, that ſo many yonge women ye 
pockpe,and ſcabbed, in ſpyttels, and lazethouſes,and 
that yonge women e What is the cauſe that ſoo many 
goa beg and ſyck,but theſe meaneseXoher- 
fozetfnoregard - regard of goodnes and 
honeſtymay moue h;, i none actis of holy vingins may 
teuoke the, at leaſte wyſe let theſe miſerable chauncis 
of yonge women tourne the, which doutles hal 
vpon the; if thou folowe on the (ame way that they 
haue gone befoze. Foz the iouet wyll diſceiue the, ei 
ther bytaule it is his cuſtome to diſceyue, 03 bycauſe 
that is the rewardeof this filthy loue, oz elles bycaule 
the pleafure lothed by the reaſon of abundgunce, mo+ 
ueth hym ſo to do. v.41 60; 1.4 
C Here vnto many thynges ſhall pꝛolyte, that haue 
bene tolde in the place, where J haue intreated of ths 
kepyng and ſaupnge of chaſtite: as that good fare oc 
meate and dzynke,do nat ken dle andnozyſhlove,net- 
—— en kepynge of compa- 

nnn. eee etun 
CLucan$Rhetozician enduceth Menus aſking hen 
ſon Cupide; what is the tauſe that h he woundeth 
with his darte of loue, both Juppitet, Neptune. Ap# 
pollo, Juno,yea and her ſeife _— ownew N 
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s, pet he nat ones meddell 
| 


( Muſis beful of vertuous reue- 
tente, and euer occupied with ſome vertuous labour: 
und too they kepe theym out of loue with their ſtudy. 
Ind Diane tunneti about in the woddes a deſattes, 
and ſo ſhe can nat ſoue; bycauſethe flecth company. 
Foꝛ moch of love crepeth in by the bodyly ſeſes: which 
after noutyſſhed with in tender myndes # thoughtes, 
groweth vnto moze . But patauentute the mayde is 
caught all redy : than muſte woſeke a remedp fo? the 
wound. aloe it conſtrapne hex to do that thing, which 
thou mayſte be ſo2y, that thou halt wytting⸗ 
ly chzowen thy ſelke in to that on. No; thoſe 
folkes-ought to be taken hede vnto, that ſaye, it hethe 
nat in tele owne power, to eſchewe loue. Foz loo ſaye 
ſome, Whiche excule their owne vyte with neceſſite:as 
though they had done it ageynſt they; wyll · Nozthep 
that ſoo ſay, ſeme to knowe the power and nature of 
loue . Bio cemembꝛe this lytell verſe : Loue can nat be 
ehruſt bar; but it may creps dur. herby we map pers 
cepue, chat loue neythet bꝛeaketh in violently,no: can 
becaſteout violently . But lyke wyſe as it hath by ly⸗ 
tel and lytel crept in. ſo by lytel and lytel it may be put 
away agepne. Therfoꝛe let nat thy mynd wande. Foz 
ik it be nat kept it wyl run thither of it owne accoꝛde. 
¶ Some tpmec6ſider thy ſelfe; ho we many thynges 
thou haſte done kolyſſhly, blyndly, and without wyt, 
b;ayne, oz teaſon, by the mea nes of loue; And — 
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moche good tyme thou haſt loſte in it. with vnpzofites 
ble and folyſhe cates, and loſte the occaſtons of many 
ood dedes « 
C Kemembze alſo, howe thou haſtebourned, howe 
— — — Ayr — 
Remembze in to what myſety thou caſte} thy ſelte ii 
a blynde body: and what a benylit ageyne thou ha 
obteyned, that halt recouered thy ſight;and a purpoſe 
8nd wyll to comme vnto better mynds agerne: which 
e thou mapſie tehes to bea c.of god, 
and thy ſelfe to be moche bounde to hym fo it. Ther⸗ 
fo;e ſette thy ſelfe vnto ſome woꝛke, and kepe thy ſelfe 
from the ſyghte and herynge ol the perſon, that thou 


louedſ}: and if 1 by chance in to thy thought. 
turue ther map either with 03 
pꝛapeng, good cõmunication, oꝛ ſome 


ſonge, oz tudyeng of ſome mery matter: foo that it be 
tlene and honeſt, Ind it he, whome thou loueſt, haue 
any faute. oz vice, call that ofte vnto temembzaunce, 
and nat what vertue gud goodnes he hath: Foz there 
is no body lyuynge, but he hath ſome thyng, that may 
be diſpzcyſed: therfozeleite that be had fyzſt in remem⸗ 
bzaunce, and con(pdze this, that great vices lye often 
Hyd vndet the colour of vertue, and many perillous 
2 cloked vnder an honeſte face out warde. 
¶ Beauty makethe kolkes pꝛoude and diſdaynous: 
noble bynh mabeth them ſlately: rycheg. intollerable: 
ſttength of body crucl. Thetfoʒe confidze in thy mind, 
nat what he hath(ayde,that hath lyked the, but what 
| he th denen dhe dad dyſpked the: as ik he hathe 
3 dong orſaꝛde oughtpeupiile.folhelp foule, 


= 


= tHe riffTRYCrIonN br 
;abominadleJewedly, bnthzifty!ly ,madlp,vbn- 
graciouſiy: and by that that cometh fo:the, make con⸗ 
n ſectetly and cloſelp within. Foz 
there is nobody, but he hydeth His faure as moche as 
de tan and ſhewery his vertue vnte p vetermoſt, and 
the vertue appereth moze thun it is, a the bite leſſe. 
¶ Moꝛe oner, we be diſteyurd with the nete ſunilttu⸗ 
des of vicis and vertues whan euety man laboꝛeth to 
ſeme bettet than he i s. and we vnwyſely. and alter the 
common op imo eſteme vertues, callyng hym liberal 
chat is a waſter: and ij vm dolde, that is foolchardye: 
and etoquent, chat is a great babler:and wytty.that is 
inconſtant. wher with ponge women be ofte diſceiued, 
han they can nat perteyue the ſoth, and iudge the 
man dy that, which outwardly appereth · either any 
man to his loue, but he letterh hym felfe foꝛthe 
wirt all his belt pꝛopꝛeres, that he may ſeme to lacke 
nothynge, that any man ought to haue: and by that 
meanes diſteyuech kolyſſhe yonge women, hydynge 
great bicis.vnder a thyn colour of vettue. as byzders 
hyverhe tywe with: enent, £0 kylthers He hoke with 
CThis a ponge woman oitght to conſpdet, befoze it 
be to late to repent, leaſte ſhe begynne to ware wyſe, 
whan it ſhall nothynge auayle. Ind if thou be clene 
otten out of loue. and healed, and haſt recouered 
yght ageyne. than ſhalte thou ſe, Howe moch thou 
bounde bnto god. that hath taten the out of ſhy mad- 
nes, and reſtozed the vnto thy wytte. Foz what vettu⸗ 
ous chzyſten woman, oz els pagan, of any wytte o; 
honeſty, loued euer any other than her huſband.Ther 
foze thou ih alte neither deſpze thy '(elfe to be loueden 
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this wyſe, neyther by bngratious craftes inflame the 
myndes of men, the whiche kyꝛe (hall returne ageyne 
vnto thy ſelfe. Many women retoyce to haue louers, 
whoſe hattes they may bourne and inflame purpoſely. 
Othou vngratious woman ſceſt thou nat, howe thou 
bꝛyngeſt hymin to the poſſeſſion of the deuyll with thy 
crafte, whether thy ſelfe ſhall go alſo, there to receyue 
thy mede, where ye (ſhall both burne, he foz beynge o⸗ 
uercome of the deuyl. and thou fo: ouercomming hym 
fo: the deuyll, ye (hall bothe be payde your wages; 
Nowe the apoſtle ſayth: The wagis of ſynne. is dethe. 


C Howe a mayden ought to foue, Cap. vv. 


ND pet J wolde nat a mapde ſhulde clerely be 
with out loue, fo: mankynde ſemeth to be made 
and ſhapen vnto loue, to thentẽt they may be coupled 
togither in charite, and nat with this carnall and fyl⸗ 
thy erthly Cupide and Uenus, but the heuenly and 
ſpirituall, whiche cauſeth holy loue . woherefoꝛe the 


mayde ſhal haue to loue the father almyghty god. her 


ſpouſe Chꝛyſte.and his mother the holy virgine, and 
the churche of god, with all che holy virgins, whoſe 
ſoules dwel bleſſedly in heuen:and their names be had 
in honour here in erthe. 

¶ She hath alſo her o wne father and mother, which 
bꝛought her in to the woꝛlde, and bꝛought her vp, and 
nouryſſhed with ſo great labour and care : whom ſhe 
ought to haue in the ſtede of god, and loue and woz- 
\hyp,and helpe with all her power. Therfoze lette her 
regatde greatly their commandementes and. mekely 


- obey them,neyther ſhewe in _ countinaunce no: 


teſture 
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ieſture any ſtubbernes, but rekenthem to be as it were 
a very image of almyghty god.y father of al thinges. 
¶ She hath alſo to loue, her owne vertucs & ſoule, 
and mynde gyuen vnto god: and moze ouer the eter⸗ 
nall pleaſure and welthe. which neuer ſhal haue ende. 
which thynges if ſhe loue truely, ſhe hall neytherloue 
man aboue god, neyther ſet moze by a baudy felowe, 
than her ſpouſe Chꝛyſte: noz tegatde moze an old fyl⸗ 
thy baude, than the pure virgin Marty: neyther loue 
better the ſtynkynge ſtues, than the holy churche of 
god: noꝛ the companp of vnclene women, aboue the 
company of holy virgins: no: ſtrangers aboue father 
and mother: noꝛ her body aboue her ſoule : neither ſet 
moze by other folkes vices, than their vertues : noz 
myndes that ſerue the deuyll, abone thoſe that ſerue 
god: neyther theym that wolde haue her diſtroyed, a⸗ 
boue theym that wolde haue her ſaued: noz a ſhozte 
pleaſute, aboue iope euerlaſtynge: no; the myſetyt 
of damned folkes, aboue the perfyte welthe of theym 
that be ſaued. 
¶ By theſe meanes the commaundementis of god 
ſhall be moze eftemed with her, than the counſailes of 
a diſccytefull man: and rather gyue credence vnto 
Chzyſte, than vnto the woꝛdes of alechcrous knaue: 
and rather folowe the virgin Pary,than bodyly ple⸗ 
aſure:\and haue hym moꝛe dere, whom the hath conci⸗ 
led vnto the, than whome a baudy dzabbe counſailcth 
the vnto, Nepther bꝛeake the lawes of the churche, to 
kepe the lawes of the bzothell houſe: and rather choſe 
the company of ſaynt Catherine, ſaynt Hagnes, ſaint 
Clare, ſaynt Tecla,and ſaynt Igatha, than the com- 
panp of them, ot whom both the lyfe is buknowen vn⸗ 
to god, 
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to god, i the names vnto man, and both well inough 


kno wen vnto the deupl. 
¶ Neither foꝛſake thy father and mother, to folowe 
thy louer: noz gyue them perpetuall ſozowe, to gyue 
thy louer the ſhozte pleaſure of thy ſelfe. Nepther 
wyllh rather to fare wel in thy body, than in thy ſoule: 
neither thy body to be in ioye, and thy ſoule in woo : 
neyther gyue an eare rather onto an vnthzifty tale, 
than a vertuous: noz beleue the miniſter of the deupl, 
rather than the miniſter of Chziſte,Foz the pleaſure is 
but ſhozte, and the peyne euerlaſtyng. 


Cloowe iße mayde Pal? ſeke an Fuſbande, Cap. p vi. 


HE wyſe poet Uirgille, where he doth byynge in 
| kynge Latinus, and his wyfe Imata, talkynge 
to gether with Turnus, which ſhulde be their dough- 
ters huſbande, their doughter alſo pꝛeſent, he maketh 
the mayde to do no moꝛe but wepeand bluſſh. without 
ſpeakpn of wozdes:wherby he ſpgnifieth, that it beco⸗ 
meth nat a mayde to talke, where her father and mo⸗ 
ther be in communication about her mariage : but to 
leaue all that care and charge holly vnto them: which 
loue her as wellas her ſelfe doth. And lette her thynke 
that her father and mother wyll pꝛouyde no leſſe dili⸗ 
gently fo; her, than ſhe wolde foꝛ her ſelfe : but moche 

, by the reaſon they haue moze erperyence and 
wyſedome. Moze ouet it is nat comely fo2 a mayde 
to deſyze matiage, and moch leſſe to ſhewe her lelle to 


4 | > 
¶ It was acuſtome in olde tyme amonge the Ro⸗ 


mayns, whyle that chaſte wozlde laſted, whiche was 


the cxamble of honeſty, that whan a mayde was fy:\t 
D. tt maricd, 
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maried, and bzought in to her hul bandes houſe, ſhe 
ſhulde nat go in at his doze herſelfe, but be taken vp 
and be caryed in by other : as a token, that ſhe came 
nat thether with her good wyll, where ſhe ſhulde lole 
her virginite, 

¶ Therfoze whan the father and the mother be buſy 
about their doughters mariage, let her helpe the mat- 
ter koʒ warde with good pꝛeier: and deſy:e of Chziſte 
and his mother with pure affection, that ſhe map haue 
ſuche an huſbande, which (hall nat let noz hynder her 
from vertuous lyuynge, but rather pzouoke,erhozte, 
and helpe her vnto it. 

¶ Ind the fathers on their parties, lette them calle to 
temembꝛance, the ſayenge of Themiſtocles the noble 
man of Grece, which whan he was aſked of one, whez 
ther he had lcauer mary his doughter to a ryche plt 
man, 02 to a pooze good inan. made an[were agepne: 
I had leauer haue a man without money, than money 
without a man. | 

¶ Alſo let hymremembze the dopnge of Pittachus, 
the wyſe man of Mytilena. which whan a yonge man 
that had choyſe of.u,wyues, the one of great ſubſtance 
and kynne, the other egal vnto his ſelfe of ryches and 
byꝛthe. aſked hym counſayle, whether were better to 
mary : the wyſeman bad hym go to chldzen playenge. 
Rowe had the chyldzen a play,wherin they were wote 
to ſynge and repete often theſe woꝛdes: Take to the 
thy pere: wherby they ment, that moſt wyſedome was 
fo: cucry man to do lo, 

¶ Itis a great chargefo2 a man to ſeke an huſband 
fo: his doughter, neither it ought nat to begone about 
neglygently. It is a knotte that can nat be lyghtiy lo⸗ 


ſed, only 
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ſed, onely death vndoeth it. woherfoꝛe the fathers and 
mothers,p:ocure bnto their doughters, either perpe- 
tuall felpcite, if they marp theym to good men, oz per⸗ 
petuall miſery,maryeng them vnto yll. Here is moch 
to be ſtudied, and great delyberation to be taken, with 
good aduiſemẽt and counſayle afoze a man determine 
ought. Foz there is moche wetynes in mariage, and 
many peynes muſte be ſuffred. There is nothyng but 
one, that ſhal cauſe mariage to be eaſy vnto a woman: 
that is. if ſhe chaunce on a good and a wyſe huſ band. 
¶ © foolyſhe frendes, and maydes alſo that ſet moze 
by them, that be fapꝛe.oꝛ ryche, oz of noble byzthe:than 
them that be good: and caſte your ſelfe in to perpetual 
care. Fo2 if thou be maryed to a fapze one, he wyll be 
pꝛoud of his perſon: Ind if thou be marped to a ryche 
one,his ſubſtance maketh hym ſtately : And if thou be 
maryed to one of greate hyꝛth, his kynred exalteth 
his ſtomacke. 
¶ Nowe it thou be maried vnto one foz his fapzenes, 
which hath neyther reaſon,noz vertue, noz anp dꝛoppe 
of wytte, as it is ofte pꝛoued by experience, as the wyſe 
man of Grece ſayde by theſe goodly Jnnes, where be 
foulc hoſteſſes: by lyke reaſon thou myghteſt mary an 
vmage oz a peynted table. Canſte thou fynde in thy 
harte to be a fooles wyfe, fo: his goodes! Than mygh⸗ 
teſte thou as wel deſyze to be maryed to an image of 
golde. woldeſte thou be maryed vnto a gentylmanne 
bozne, which is of fylthy and noughty lyuynge, fo2 his 
bloud ? as well than thou myghteſte chole the pmage 
of Scipio oz Caeſar. Ind in very dede it were better to 
be maryed vnto an pmage, 02 a picture, oz to a peinted 
table, than to be maried to a victous, oz a foolyſſhe, oz 
P. iii. a bzapueles 
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a bꝛayneles man. Yoherfoze I map better compare 
theym vnto aſſes, oz ſwyne, lyons, o; wolfes, than to 
mad men. Ind in tyme paſled, J thoughte it had ben 
but a fable, that men telle. howe Paſyphae the quene 
of Candy, dyd lye with a bulle : and other as vngra- 
tious dedes as that, whiche J haue harde ſape, other 
women haue done: but now methinketh them al lykely 
inough to be truc,whan I ſe women can fynde in their 
hartes, to tomble and ly with vicious and filthy men. 
and dzonkerdes. and bzaulers. and dawyſh, and bzatne 
les, cruell, and murderars , Foz what difference is be- 
tiene them and aſſes,ſwpne,bozes, bulles, oz beates : 
wohat madnes is it to haue delyte in ſuch men, and to 
flee and eſchewe wyſe men: as Þlutarke the philoſo⸗ 
pher ſayth. and fle honeſt men and good men. as wate⸗ 
ly as they wold fle from benemous beaſtes : voherfoze 
it was well and aptly ſpoken, that a counttey man of 


men, lyke vnto the female wolues: Yohich amonge 8 
greatlozte of males, take the fouleſt and wozft fauou⸗ 
red: but men neuer caſt any fauoure to a woman. but 
fo; ſome good pzopzete, epther of ſubſtance, perſon, oꝛ 
wytte . And women many tymes loue ſome men, by- 
cauſe there is in them woꝛthy to be beloued. 
wWherby they declare the moze playnelp. that they go 
without reaſon. e thynges J ſap by ſome that 


applted vnto their body: Igeynſt whome J haue ſpo⸗ 
ken ſharpelp, bycauſe they dote.and fonde good ponge 
men. and bzyng them to fylthynes and foly, whan they 
wolde fapne pleaſe the women, and ſe they can nat, ex⸗ 
cepte they go wpde from all conditions perteynynge 


myne ſayde, that the nature of women was in choſyng 


haue nothyng a do with their reaſon,but al gyuen and 
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vnto men. Foz lyke as childzen, whiche be gyuen all 


vnto ſpoꝛte and play, neyther haue diſcretion foz lack 
of age, tocompzchend any depe matter, haue onely in 
pꝛice and regarde thoſe, that can handle their ſpoztes 
and paſtymes the moſte aptly . Do women ſette all 
bpon pleaſures. and volupties, wantonnes, and folp, 


thynke no man wyſe, but thoſe that can well conuey 


ſuche matters: and what ſo euer perteyneth to wytte 
and ſadnes, they counte foly. Do theix diſcretion is 
blynded ſo ſoze,that they loue, eſteme and ſet by foles, 
and count them foz great wyſe men:and abhozre them 
that be wyſe in dede, hate, diſpiſe, and lothethem, and 
take them foz fooles: In lyke maner as folkes that be 
ſycke of a great agewe, wene that ſwete meate is bit⸗ 
ter: and as ſowes haue moze delyte in myze and durt, 
than in ſwete flowꝛes. 

¶ what hope ſhall we haue of theym, that haue ſoo 
feble diſcretion and ſoo co:tupted ? Foz maydes that 
deſp:e and wyſthe fo: ſuche huſbandes, in whom be 
the externall gyktes of Foztune, which the people calle 
good, noʒ haue no reſpecte vnto the inward goodnes, 
they be wozthp to fele perpetuall ſozowe,and to be pu- 
nyſſhed foz their errour ſo longe as they lyue:bytauſe 
they diſpiſe that, that is the moze noble and excellente 
in dede in comparyſon of that, which is moze vile and 
leſſe wozthe. O kolylſhe mayde, whiche haddeſt leauer 
haue contynuall ſozowe in golde and ſylke, than haue 
pleaſute in wollen clothe: which hadſt leauer be hated 
and beatẽ in rayment of purple and riche colour, than 
be loued and ſet by in a courſe a garmente of mean co⸗ 
lout. Jf thou haddeſt leauer haue that other take that 
thou halte cholen, noz be nat diſcontente with that, 
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whiche thou haſte wyttyngly taken with thyne owne 
handes , | 
¶ Moꝛe ouer, we haue harde tell of ſome folyſhe hul⸗ 
bades,that they haue kylled thep; wpues: as Juſtina 
a mayde of Nome, bozne of noble bloud, whan her fa- 
ther # mother maryedher vnto a yonge man of great 
poſſeſſions, but of ſmal diſcretion and wytte ; whiche 
whan he ſawe his wyues whyte necke, as (he was 
ſtowpynge to bnloſe her ſhone, fel ſtreyght in to a ſuſ⸗ 
pection and teloſp ouer her, bicauſe of her beauty:and 
with a woꝛde cutte her necke in ſunder,of whom was 
made this epitaphy folowynge: 

Oy cruell huſband to deth hath me done 

And with a ſwoꝛde my necke in ſunder cutte 

As J was ſtouping to vnty my ſhoone 

And to pulle out my pꝛaty foote, 

And that beſyde the beadde, where J was layde 

with him nat longe befoze . O harde and cruell mynd 

In that ſame place, where as he had hadde 

Oy maydenhead, to ſhewe hym ſo vnkynde 

yet J neuer oſſended, wherfoꝛe J ought to dyc, 

All myghty god to recoꝛde I take: 

And lo nowe here ſlayne J lye, 

Thus plcaſed Foꝛtune myne ende to make. 

But fathers all, exampie take by me 

uſtina, as warely as you can 

If yeloue your doughter tenderly, 

That you ne mary her to a folyſhe man. 
C Fathers and mothers whiche mary they: childꝛen 
bnto good and vertuous mates, do nat only pꝛouyde 
wel fo: them, but alſo fo; them ſelfe. Foz they get them 
ſuch ſonnes and daughters in lawe, p ſhalbe ſuccoure 
and ayde vnto theym in their olde age: And if they be 
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noughty # vngratious, they pꝛouide them ot enemies. 
¶ Nowe of the ſonne in la we. we haue an etample in 
the goſpell: Foz ſaynt Meters mother in lawe, whan 
ſhe lay ſicke ofa great ague, was made holle of our 
1o2de, at the inſtance of her ſan in{awe. Suche it was 
to haue ſo good a ſonne in lawe, that Chatſte diſdained 
nat to take vnto his diſciple. 03: 
¶ Ind of the doughter in law. werede an example in 
the boke of Ruth: Þ whan Roemp came home in to Ju 
ty (her owne countrep) out of the lande —— het 
hul bande and her ſonnes being dead. and bzoughte 
with her, her. ii. ſonnes wyues. ot whom the one called 


trey and frendes, but Ruth kepte ſtyl with her mother 
in lawe, and both confozted her with woꝛdes, and nou⸗ 
tyſſhed and kepte her with her labour: in ſoo moche 
þ Noempy found in Ruthe both the loue ok a doughter. 
and dilygent ſeruice of a ſonne. Noemp had ben a wy⸗ 
dowe and deſerte in dede, tf ſhe had hadde no better a 
daughter in tawe than Ozpha was: but in as moche 
as ſhe had Ruth. ſhe was nat all deſtitute of chyldzen, 
neyther had no cauſe to name her ſelfe Mara, that is to 
ſay bytten as her mynde was to be named. Alſo after þ 
Ruth had bone the pꝛophet Eſap by her ſeconde huſ⸗ 
bande called Boaz, women dyd make as great lem- 
blaunce of gladnes vnto Roemne. as though ſhe had 
had of her owne doughtet oꝛ her owne ſon; nat onelp 
one ncuew, but as thoughe ſhe had had ſeuen ſons her 
ſelfe: Foz they ſaide to her in this maner: There is one 
bozne nowe of thy doughter in la we, which ſhall loue 
the, and be better vnto the, than though thou haddeſt 


at. 8. 
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Cave aloe Imaze an ende ot this boke, J wyll 
anſ were vnto a mad and a franticke opinion, whiche 
bothe maydens and wyues haue, and all the common 
peole in genetall. that thynke it is expedient koꝛ maps 
des, that are come to lauful age of matiage, to be ſene 
. ofte abz9de amonge people, goodly and pykedly as 
r3yecd,and to kepe company and communication with 
men, to be eloquent in ſpeche. and counnyng in daun⸗ 
ſyng and ſyngyng: yea and to loue hym afoze hande, 
whom they entende to mary.foz ſo (they ſay)they (hall 
the moze lyghtly mete with a bargeyne. A man might 
make anſ were to all this at ones, but J wyll examyne 
it from popnt to poynt to content nat oniythe mindes 
of wyſe men. but alſo of them that be rude#1gnozant, 
¶ wbat wyſe man, J pꝛay vou.wolde euer counſaile 
this thing. knowpnge, that yil is nat to be done, that 
good map come thetot᷑ e and ſpecially where the pll is 
euident inough. and the good nepther certeyne noz 
— to folowe commonly vpon 1 — 
oze ik the mayde can get no mariage, n 
her inynde,and ieoperde her honeſty on this faſihyon, 
it were better neuer to mary : 02.els to mary onely 
Chaiſte, than tomary fyzſte vnto the deuyll that ſhe 
may be matyed toa man afterwarde, = 
¶ Nowe.ti.thynges there be the moſte pzecious that 
a woman canne bzynge with her to a man, Honeſty of 
body, and good fame: noꝝ there is no man ſo folyſhe 
and madde, neither ſo ſet vpon beauty and couetiſe of 
goodes, neither ſo-bngratious and ſa bnth2tfty of ly⸗ 
uyng, but he wyll be content with any wyfe, haupnge 
theſetwo: which if (ſhe lacke. howe can he be contente 
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to be of good fame and-behauonr; whether che that 
bideth moſt at home, oꝛſhe that walketh moch abꝛode: 
It whome there is none occaſion of euyll, aud fo:the 
abode euery place is fulle , Ind of her that tatieth at 
home. no man maketh queſtton oz argument: But of 
her that walketh moch about: euery man wyll (ſay his 
opinion: where amonge ſo diuetſe ſentences a mayde 
hall ſone catche a blot: whiche wyll ſtycke in no place 
moze ſoner than on a mayde, neither woꝛſe to get out, 
Oz whiche of them two do men let moze by⸗ and whes 
ther wyl they thinke of moſt honeſt demeaner, her that 
they ſee eythet neuet, oz but ſelde. 02 her, whom then 
mete in every coꝛnet : Uetily J thynke they wyll nat 
beleue.that ſhe kepeth her honeſty very wel, that wal⸗ 
keth ſo ofte fozthe . Ind as foz pꝛouidynge of her ma⸗ 
tyage, I thynke it ſhulde be moze pꝛofitable fa; her, to 
be harde telle ol, than ſeen. og a mayde that — 
ſyght, ———— oz do, that man diſ⸗ 


pleaſe hym that lane at them that 
be ol his coun — agyteith xredence 28nd 
truſte eben eren. le 


e de e hatte 
pipeake pf clothinge wherwith 
be maried but fo2 that, ſhe 
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the dine tymes lay away that wede, and 
be wich herchul bande at home in meane atay. Foz 
commonip, as we greatly lyke them, in whom we and 
any fpcciallgoodnes, that we lotzed nat fp3.lyki 
we haje them as ſoze, that our hone di any 
Jod voumtie. Foꝛ it᷑ thou ſeme pyked and pꝛopꝛt vuto 
eppole,anxtenatl made Ya 
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taken ſome great hope of thy beauty, he muſte nedes 
hate the, whan he ſceth hym ſelfe diſpoynted, 
¶ Moꝛe duet I coude name vothe in this countrep 
and in myne owne, dyuerſe maydes, whiche coude ne⸗ 
uer get mariage, bycauſe that men were abaſſhed of 
chey: coſtely apparell . vohat ſaye they e this woman 
wolde ſpende vp all her maryage good in one gowne, 
02 one bꝛoche. Therto being ouer richely apareled, 
maydes be tekened lyght. 
¶ And as fo; thoſe that kepe moche company with 
men. what man is there, that wyll nat ſuſpecte yll by 
them / Oz what huſ bande ſhall ſhe fynd ſoo patient; 
that wyll be content to haue his wyfe to company — 
and common wih men # 02 wold nat rather haue luch 
one. as wold moe gladly compa - + with herhuſband 
_ than witha great multitude of men e Xohete 
one ſhall tempte her mynde with eloquence, an other 
with comlines-of perſon, ldne with beauty, ſome with 
liberalcee,and ſoine noblenes./Fo} as fo? e 
to be eloquent of ſpech chat is to ſay 
a toten ot aipght mynd and — conditions: An 
fo moch that he that ſhal mary her hal thinke he hath 
a ſerpent and no wyfe . Fo men wyll pꝛeyſe hes 
e 8 . — las pleaſaunte; 
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folyſhe maydes coulde here what men ſpeake after- 
wardes a monge them ſelfe one bnto an nother, with⸗ 
out diſſimulatton: than ſhulde they knowe in dede, 
howe hartelp they pzyſed theym and lyked them: they 
hulde vnderſtande than, that whan the men called 
her inery conceyted they ment they were bablars, and 
chatters:and whan they called them luſty tpzers, they 
ment they were lyght mynded: and where they called 
them well nurtted. they ment they were wanton, 
¶ But ſome wolde ſap here, pet by theſe meanes they 
come by mariage. I graunt, in dede ſome do: but the 
moſte parte doth nat. Foz bothe mo be marted, and 
that alſo vnto better hul bandes. that neuer go about 
to tempte no man, the whiche whan they ſee them ſelfe 
begiled with the women. they kylle thepm vp with vll 
intteatynge. Ind this the mayde map be ſure of, that 
the ſhall neuet haue good Iyfe with that hul bande, 
3 — wyles and crattes. Oz it thete 
de anp muan to mad o⸗ that hadde leauer haue 
ſuche a woman to his wyfke, than one that louethe ſo⸗ 
litatrtouſnes, and is ſad both of behauour and apatell, 
and mylde of cherwiuche aman wold nat J mary my 
doughterto:toꝝ ſthemuſt nedes louelewdnes and vice, 
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but that ſhe wyll as lyghtly loue an other as ſhe hath 
done hym, whom as yet (he ought to ſhewe no loue 
vnto:nerther he wyl beleue, that (he loueth hym alone, 
ſcynge there is as great cauſe to loue other. And ik he 
ſhulde mary her, he wyl thynke ſhe wyll haue as good 
mynd to othet, as hym ſelfe, wha ſhe is ſo light of loue. 
¶ Let euety body excuſe the matter as they wyll. but 
in very dede euety woman, that loucth any man be⸗ 
ſyde het huſ bande, is accurſed, if ſhe haue a do with 
hym:and though ſhe haue nat, yet is (ſhe an hatlotte in 
minde. And there hath ben many that haue loued ſoo 
outtagiouſly. that they haue bene obedyent vnto the 
pleaſure of thoſe men, whom they hoped ſhuld be thetr 
hul bandes: Ind after warde theſe men haue diſpiled 
and caſt them vp: whiche in my mynde was well and 
wyſely done. Foz they be vuwozthy foz to be maryed, 
that dare ſhewe an example vnto thoſe men, whom 
they ſhuld haue, howe well they can kynde in their hart 
to lye with a man, that is nat theyzhuſbando; Foz by 
likelyhod they wyll both do that ſame with other men 
afoze their mariage, and in their matyage with their 
adultcrers , There is no dape. heron theſe thynges 
by chance nat in euety citte.noathereisno woman foo 
— what is doue in the tis: but ſhe hereth tel of 
ethynges. | & 49441 26059 
C I haue hard teb in this eountreXhaf wowarghaue 
ben fozſaken fo none other cauſt: bnt bytauſe there 


was no loue betwene the parties afoze, Foz the ponge 
women ſayde, theyroulde nat loue theym, no kynde in 


they; hart to haue them in mattage. whom they loucd 
nat. no knowe; befo2e:and thus is agreat vſe they ſap, 
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woꝛdeg. whtche who loo dothe nat perceiue to be vn⸗ 
chaſte, I holde her farre moze noughtp than they bc, 
Now than, loueſt nat thou th hul band. bytauſe he is 
coupled vnto the by gods lawes & gods commaunde⸗ 
ment,but bicauſe thou att vſed to his loue befoꝛe: Do 
do dꝛabbes and harlottes, which foz lyke cauſe loue 
their louers:and thouarte nat farre vnlpke vnto thoſe 
dꝛabbes. Ind ſo it chanceth vnto ſuche women, euen 
by the punyſhement of god, that all the loue, whiche 
they ought to kepe in their mariage. they ſpende it out 
afoze. Wherot᷑ this common ſapeng came vppe: That 
they that mary for loue, ſ hall leade their lyfe in ſorowe. 
Foz; it chanceth by many that after the heate of loue is 
ones paſte, there foloweth great hate: whiche thynge 
ofte tymes maketh wondꝛe and talke among the peo⸗ 
ple, whan they here tell. howe ſo great louers within 
fit.0;.ttit.dapes fal at debate, and begyune to deuoꝛce 
oz the bzyde cake be eaten: Noz it is no m aruaple: foz 
neyther the fpze may laſt, that lacketh wodde: neythet 
loue that is nat nouryſſhed with honeſt loupnge. Foz 
amonge pll folkes, as Cicero ſayth, can be no (ſure 
frendeſhyp . wherfoze it is nat expedient to make ma⸗ 
ryages bp loue afoze hande, neyther to couple and 
bynde that moſte holy charite with ſo filthy and bzytel 
bandes: and yet moche wozſe is it to make theym to 
mary by ſtryuyng, and hate. thꝛetnynge, and ſute;: as 
whan they go to tawe together, the man foz the wo⸗ 
man. beatynge her in hande, that ſhe is his wpfe : and 
the woman in lyke maner foꝛ the man. 
¶ I neuer herde tel of moze folyſſhenes, than fo: a wo 
man to labour to haue a man ageynſte his wyll, with 
whom ſhe ſhall bothe lyue atwynne: and * he 
1 ue 
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loue her, ſhe (hall lyue in perpetuall ſoꝛowe. And loue 
muſt be gotten with fapze meanes, and nat compelled: 
Fo: he wyll neuer be a ſure frende, that is dꝛawen and 
holden by fozce. what a madnes is it to begynne that 
ſacrament of holy loue with hate: J wolde nat. ſo god 
me helpe, haue a ſeruant ageynſt his wyll: moche leſſe 
à mate:neither it is nat good to compel a man ageynſt 
his wyll: Noz J wolde the woman ſhulde be maryed 
vnto hym, excepte he deſyze her with all his harte. noz 
it becometh nat the maydes frendes to pꝛap 02 labour 
fo: a marpage, 02 ones to offre the mayde of their pat⸗ 
tye:but the man ſhuld ſeke foz mariage:and ſo it ſhuld 
be done in dede, ſauyng that money ruleth and oꝛdzeth 
all thynge. Foz nowe they be maryed vnto monep, and 
money maricth . Ind as Denec ſayth . Men dzawe 


we ſe ſo many ſozy and vnlucky mariages,whan both 
the parties ſe them ſelle coupled vnto the money, and 
nat vnto the man oz the women. Therfoze bothe of 
theym enbzaceth and holdeth faſte it. Ind as foz the 
wyke, the huſ bande kepeth her but as his concubine, 
and ſhe hym as adoutrer:neyther louech one an other. 


but fo: the fylthy pleaſure of lecherpy: and elles either 


hateth and enuteth other. But they that wold kepe the 
nature of thynges, holle and pure, neyther cozrupte 
them with wꝛonge vnderſtandynge. ſhulde teken that 
wedlocke is a bande and couplynge of loue, benyuo⸗ 
lence, frendſhyppe, and chatite. compꝛehendyng with 
in it al names of goodnes, ſwetenes, and amity. Ther⸗ 
foze let the mayde neyther catche, and diſcepue by ſub⸗ 
tyltie hym, that ſhulde be her inſcperable felowe, noꝛ 
pulle and dꝛawe by plapne violence: but take and — 

taken 


theyz wyues to them with thetr fingers. Ind therfoze 


* 
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taken by honeſty, ſimple,playne and goodmaner,that 
neyther of theym complapn with bothe their harmes: 
oz ſay they were diſceyued oz compelled. 


Here endetß ige fyꝛſte Boke of the inſtruction 
of a Lgʒiſten woman. 


& THE SECONDE BOKE OF 


THE INSTRVCTION OF A CHRIE 
STEN VW OMAN, 


COf wedlocke. Cap. i. 


| 7 } Noz the olde queſtions are to be tou⸗ 

@=1| ched:as, Js it foz a wyſe man to wedde 
ad wpfe Noz the queſtyons of our 
chzyſten men, concernynge wedlocke, 
virginite, and other, that ſayncte Au- 


ſozerebuked wedlocke, and that nat onely heretickes, 
as the Manicheis, that vtterly commaunded to ab- 
ſteyne from maryage:whoſe errours be clene damned 
and banyſhed, but alſo pagans, whiche haue gyuen 
fugement ofthe holle kynde of women, vpon certeyne 
euyll,ouer moche folowpnge the common gyſe. which 
vpon the knowlege of a fewe, deme the holle nation. 
So the Carthaginenſes were defamed as falſe of pꝛo 
inyle: So the Cilictans as theues and robbers: the 
Romapnes as couetous: the Grekes as inconſtante 
and varpable. 

R The 


P20. 13. 


Chat as nothynge is moze infoztunate than a man, 
ter felicite and welthe anp man map haue, than 


— * = - — 
— —— 
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C The honeſte wpues ought tohate and blame the 
noughty wyues: as a ſhame and ſklander vnto al the 


kynd. Ind truly no man durſte euer ſo fatte diſpꝛeyſe 
woman kynd: but he muſt nedes confeſſe,that a good 
woman is the beſte treaſure,and moſt lucky and pꝛol⸗ 
petous thynge that can be. Ind as Xenophon ſapthe, 
ſhe is the gretteſt cauſe of mans felicite. There ts nos 
thynge moze ſwete than a good wyfe, ſayth the wpſe 
man Theognis. Lyke wyſe Xyſtus in his ſentences, 
calleth her mans top:Euripydes the poet, whiche was 
ſharpely vered with. ti .noughty wpues, ſtuffed his 
tragedies with rebukes and taylynge on women. and 
he was named ina greke wozde, the hater of women: 
pet neuer the leſſe he doubted nat to affyzme, that no 
pleaſure was lyke theyzs, that had good wpues, And 
Heſpodus the poete, a very enemy of women, ſapth: 


that chanceth on an euyll wyfe:ſo lyke wpſe no raw 


he that hath a good wyfe. 

C kyng Salomon, whiche was beſpde hym ſelfe foz 
women, and of the moſt wple, made the moſte vnwple, 
often tymes as curſynge his wycked dedes, he fyerlly 
tebuketh women. But ſo pet that he ſheweth playnly 
by whome he ment. Foz in his pꝛouerbes he wꝛyteth, 
that an vnwyle woman and ful ot boldenes. ſhal lacke 
bꝛead. And as a tte is conſumed of the tpmber wozme, 
ſo he ſaythe is a man of an euyll wyfe. But loke in the 
ſame boke, howe goodlp and gay is the pꝛeyſe of a 
good woman: of whom he ſayth thus, Noble is her 


huſ bande in the gates. whan he ſpttech with the aun⸗ 


cient fathers of the etth. Foztitude and beauty 92 
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the rayment of an holy woman, and ſhe ſhal laugh in 
the laſte day. She hath opened her mouth vnto wyſe⸗ 
dome, and the la we of mekenes is in her tonge. Her 
child;en haue ryſen vp and called her the moſt bicfſed: 
and her huſband hath commended her. Many women 
haue gethered ryches : but thou haſt pa em all. 
C Theſe and many good wozdes hath the wyſe kyng 
ſpoken: which are appꝛoued andalowed of euetp wyle 
man with one aſſent, 

¶ Nowe J fozce nat fo; thoſe diſputations 02 moze 
lpke ſermons, that ſhatpe wytted men haue made of 
wedlocke. Foz doutles all lerned men byd wed: which 
thynge they dyd theym ſelfe . The. vii. wyſe men of 
Grece were maryed fyꝛſt, and after that Nythagozas, 
Socrates, Iriſtotel,and Theopzaſt, bothe the Cats, 
Cicero,and Denec : bicauſe they well perceyued, that 
nothynge was moze after nature, than the couplynge 
of man and woman: wherby mankynde, beynge in 
ſundzy perſons moztall,is made in all to gether euer⸗ 
laſtynge: and wherby a man peldeth ageyne vnto his 
ſuccellours,that which he taketh of his pzedeceſſours: 
and as it were rendzeth a benefite vnto nature. 

¶ Iriſtotell in his mozall bokes erhozteth wyſe men 
bnto maryage,uat onelp to thentent to haue childzen, 
but alſo bicauſe of company. Foz that is the pzincipal 
and gretteſt vnite that can be. Fo: thus goth the mat- 


ter in dede: Of that conſideration and vniuarſall 


frend(hip, wherwith al folkes ate knytte to gether as 
bzetherne diſcended of god one father of all thynges: 
where with nature het ſelfe,that in al men is the ſame, 
byndeth vs to gether with a certayne charitie. moze 


nere is that frendſhippe, whiche is a monge folkes of 
N. u, one 


J 


— 
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one faith: and it is plucked mozenarowe by mans 02- 
dynaunce and [awe cyuyle.Foz citizens fauoure moze 
one an other, than they do fozepns:and of citizens our 
ſpeciall rendes ate moſte dere to vs: of them we loue 
beſte our owne kyns folke: and of kyns folke nothin 
is moze nete than the wyfe : whom the fyzſte father o 
mankynd,as ſone as he ſawe her,ſaide by and by, that 
ſt was a bone of his bones, and fleſh of his fleſh . Ind 
whan there was pet neyther fathers noz mothers, he 
gaue a lawe, as in the name of nature, ſayeng in this 
wple , For her ſake a man ſhal leaue both father and mos 
ther, and abyde with his wyfe, 

C Who than can denye. but that wedlocke is a thing 
moſte holy e whiche god oꝛdeyned in paradiſe, whan 
mankynde was yet pure and cleane, with no ſpotte de⸗ 
fyled. He choſeth it in his mother: he alowed it with 
his pꝛelence:and wolde do his fyſtmpzacle, at the ſo⸗ 
lemnitie ot matiage, and there ſhewe an eupdent to- 
ken of his godhead, vnto the ent myght declare, 
that he was comen to ſaue them. were both loſte 
by folkes ſoo coupled, and bozne hy kolkes lo coupled. 
But J waite nat here of the pꝛeyſes of wedlock, wher⸗ 
bpon often tymes mooſte eloquente men haue made 
long ſermons. Foz J do onlp inſtruct vertuous wome, 


C wbat a woman ougst to haue in mynd, w$an (Be ma riet. Cap. ii. 


VV HAT tyme à woman maricth, the ſhulde calle 
to remembꝛaunce the begynnynge of wedlocke, 
and buſily conſider in her mynde and thoughte the 
lawes of it : and ſo ſhe oughte to pꝛepare her ſelfe,that 
ſo great a ſacrament, fyzite vnderſtande, ſhe may af- 
tet warde fulfpll it. 2 

| ter 
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ſaue only goddes power, mpght bꝛynge about: Of 
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After that god the pzynce and maker of this excellent 
woꝛke, had bzought man in to this wozlde,he thought 
it vnconuenient to leaue hym all alone, and ſo iopned 
to hym a lyuynge creature, mooſte lyke vnto hym of 
mynde and ſhape, with whoſe conterſation and com · 
penable woꝛdes, hempght ſwetely ſpende his tyme, 
and alſo bycauſe of generation, if it pleaſed hym. 
¶ Ind in dede wedlocke was nat oꝛdeyned ſo moche 
fo: generation, as foz certayne company of lyfe, and 


tontynuall felowſhyp. Nepther the name ok hul band 


is a name of bodely pleaſure. but of vnite and affinite. 
God led the woman to the man, which meaneth none 
other thinge, but that god hym ſelfe was alteren 
and maker of wedlocke. Therfoze Chꝛyſte in 195 go : 
pell calleth them coupled of god. Is ſone as the nan 
loked vpon the female of his kynde, he began to loue 
her aboue all thynges, and ſayde, Nowe is this a bone 
of my bones, and fleſhe of my fleſne. And for her a man 
ſhall forſake both father and mother, and abyde with his 
wyfe: and they ſhall be tw in onefleſhe . Where it is 
ſayde in one fleſhe, it is to be bnderſtanden one fleſhe. 
and lleſhe after the p:opzety of the Hebzewe ſpech ly⸗ 
gnifieth mankynde both man and woman. Soo that 
they whiche fy2ſt were two, man and woman, contoy⸗ 
ned in wedlocke, be made one. This is the matuey⸗ 
lous miſtery of wedlocke, ſo to myngle and to couple 
the man and the woman. that two ſhall be made one. 
The which thyng alſo it hath done in and th 
church, as teatheth Paule the apoſtle, no powet 


neceſſite that thynge muſt be moſt holy, at which god 


K. iu. cometh 


c Epße. Fo 1 f 


is ſo ſpeciall pzeſent . Therfoze what tyme a woman 


Sen. 2, 


Mat 19, 
Mar. IOs 


Sen. 2, 
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cometh here vnto, che ſhulde not ſuppoſe, that ſhe co- 
meth to daũce. play, and feaſt, but muſt ponder higher 
thinges in het mynd. God is the ouer ſear, the churche 
is the medyattyce in matyage. Foz whiche cauſe that 
thyng that is ioyned and faſtned to gether by ſo high 
aucto:ite, Chꝛyſte ſuſtereth nat eythet to be bzoken 03 
loſed of any moztal creature, ſayenge in his goſpel : 


ig. That god hath ioyned together, man map nat deuide. 


Nowe ik it be nat letul to loſe it, and that knot is nat 
jobe vnkyt with mans handes,which god hath knyt: 
ke wple no manought to open that thynge, whiche 
is ſhut with the key of Daupd: whiche allonely that 
immaculate lambe hath in kepynge. 
C. Nowe than ſtreyght in the begynnyng, thou that 
aͤtte an honeſte woman, appoynte thy ſelfe, that thou 
mayſte in ſuche wyſe bynde hym vnto the with loue, 
whom god by the ſacramente hath ioyned vnto the: 
that the band map be eaſy and lyght. Noz neuer deſire 
that knot to be vuknyt, no2 caſt nat thy (elfe and hym 


bothe that is knyt with the, in to grefe without ende, 


and perpetuall myſery.Foz a great parte of this mat⸗ 
ter reſteth in thy hand:eyther with pure chaſtity, meke⸗ 


nes, burum vſpnge of thy ſelfe, to haue thy huſ bande 


pleaſant and louynge vnto the, and to lede thy lyfe 
welthkully: ozels with thy vices of mynd and body, 
to haue hym frowarde,and crabbed, and to oꝛdeine foz 
thy ſeife greuous turment, which by dethe Chal nat be 
ended. Thou ſhalt toylc, thou ſhalt wepe, thou ſhalte 
be troubled, thou ſhalte curſe the dap that euer thou 
were toyned bnto hym, thou ſhalte curſe hym that the 
begate,and her that the bare,and all thy kyn,ye and al 
theym that any t hynge dyd in thy maryage, 10 — 
ug 


« 
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though thyn owne vices cauſe thy huſbande to hate 
the. But on the other party, if thou by vertuous ly⸗ 
uing and burumnes, gyue hym cauſe to loue the, thou 
ſhalt be mayſtres in a mery houſe, thou (halt teiopſe, 
thou ſhalte be glad, thou (halt bleſſe the day that thou 
were maryed bnto hym,and al themthat were helping 
thervnto. The wyſe ſentente ſayth: A good woman by 
lowely obeyſance ruleth her huſband, 


minde deſyzed, he was mylde and gentyll vnto her a⸗ 
eyne and thanked Hiſpula his wyues aunt. both fog 
his owne and his wyues lake.ſaping : I thanke you, 
that pꝛouided me of her:and ſhe thanketh you, bicauſe 
you gether me, and as it were hauechoſen the one 
vnto the other, 
¶ Aboue al this, that fyꝛſte, and (as I ſuppoſe) onely 
chaptre of Þ lawes of wedlocek, thatthey ſhalbe two in 
one perſon, is the very grounde of wedlocke, and the 
bonde of that molt holy felowſhtp , Yoherfozeif a wo⸗ 
man direct all her thoughtes, her wozdes, and her de⸗ 
des bnto this poynte, that is, to kepe truly and ſafely 
the purenes of wedlocke:ſhe can nat but lyue well and 
vertuouſly. Therfoze an honeſte anda chaſte woman 
ought euer to haue this in mynde. And ſhe ſhall ſtudy 
both day and nyght, howe ſhe may fulfpll this lawe, 
and expꝛeſſe and ſhewe it in dede; truſtyng verilp here 
vpon, that what ſoo euer ſhe be, that fulfylleth this 
lawe, that is toſay, that rekeneth her ſelfe and her 
huſbande all one perſon, and ſoo lyueth, that ſhe mav 
both be in dede, and appere to be all one with her hul⸗ 
bande: ſhe can lacke no kinde of vertue: and ſhe that 


doth nat ſo, ſhall haue no vertue at all. 


— 


¶ Nuntius the ponger, whan he hadde a wyfe as his 


Mat. 19, 


- growe moze ſurely, it muſte be turned and handled 


2 THE .INSTRVGTION. OF 
EO teuerent power of the deupne woꝛde, whiche in 
thze woꝛdes hath compzehended as moche as moztal 
men go about to expꝛeſſe, noʒ pet can nat with longe 
lermons, wherfoze Þ wyll make none other la we of 
jnarpage-: foz only this is ſufficient, only this contey⸗ 
neth as moche as either mans wytte can concepue,oz 
mans eloquence can vtter. Therfoze the woman ſhal 
nat beleue my fantaſp, but the fy:ſt father of our kynd 
Adam. oz rather obey Chʒyſt, commandyng in the gol⸗ 
pel of Matheu, That they ſhalbe tw o in one perſon. And 
than hath ſhe kulfylled all p duty ol a vertuous wyle. 
¶ This one pꝛecepte of god might haue eaſed me of 
al labour of wzytpnge, if that it had entred ſo depe in 
to womens hartes, that they myghte bothe haue well 
percepued it,. and beate in mynde, and executed it. But 
nowe to thentente that it may ſtyc ke moze faſte, and 


n Tie 
let afoze theit eies and taught vnto them, that they 
may both take and kepe it the better. Nat withſtan⸗ 
dynge a wyſe woman ſhal temembꝛe, that al that euer 
1 — Le but one pzecept, as it were one man in diuers 
apparell. 


COf two ihe gretteſt poyntes in a maried woman, Cap. ii. 


Mo NGE sl other vertues ofa matied woman, 
two there ought to be moſte ſpeciall and great- 


teſte: the whiche onelp if ſhe haue theym, map cauſe 
mariage to be ſure, ſtable,durable, caſy, lyght, ſwete, 
and happy: and ageyne, if the one be lacked : it ſhall 
be vnſure, peynfull, vupleaſan t, and intollerable, yea 
and full of miſery, and wzetchednelle, Theſe (wo ver⸗ 


— 
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tues,that I meane, be Chaſtity and great loue toward 
her huſ bande. The kyꝛſte ſhe muſte bzynge with her 
foꝛthe ot her fathers houſe. The ſecond, ſhe muſt take 
after (ſhe is ones entred in at her huſbandes doze, and 
bothe father and mother, kynsfolkes, and al het fren- 
des lefte, ſhe ſhall reken to fynde all theſe onely in her 
huſ bande. Ind in bothe theſe vertues ſhe (hall repꝛe⸗ 
ſent the image of holy churche : whiche is bothe moſis 
chaſtc and moſt faythfully doth kepe trouthe and pꝛo⸗ 
mpyſe vnio her ſpouſe Chʒyſt: which beynge ſolicited, 
and labourcd within of ſoo many wowers, that is to 
ſay, chʒiſtt᷑ folkcs, that haue ben commun heretickes, 
and beſyged without of pagans and Jewes: pet ne- 
ucrhathe bene wonne noz cozrupted : and hath euer 
teb ened all her good and treaſure to rcſte in her onely 
ſpouſe Chꝛyſt. C JI maryed woman oughte to be of 
_ chaſtite than an vnmatyed . Foz if that thou 
han pollute and defyle thy chaſtite. as god fozbede 
thou ſhuldeſt, hcrke J pzay the, howe many thou ſhalt 
offcnde and diſpleaſe at ones, with one wicked deede: 
Howe many reuengers thou ſhalte pzouoke ageynſt 
the. They be ſo many and ſoo heynous. that amonge 
ſome a man can make no difference. but J (hall gether 
them without any oꝛdꝛe, and ſet them befoze thyn eics. 
¶ Fy:ſte thou offendeſte two, which oughte to be vn- 
to the bothe mooſte in pꝛice, and moſte dere and beſte, 
that is to ſap,almpghty god, by whoſe meanes ye were 
coupled togyther, and by whole deite thou haſte made 
other to kepe the purenes of body. Ind ncxte vnto god 
thou offendeſte t!:pne huſband: vnto whom only thou 
haſt gyucn thy ſelfe: in whome thou bzeakeſt all loues 
and charitcs, if thou ones be 8 Foz thou arte 
vnto 
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vnto hym as Eue was vnto Adam: that is to ſap his 
doughter his liſter, his companion, and his wyfe,and 
as J myght ſaye, an other hym ſelfe. wherfoꝛe thou 
deſperate woman, that haſte abuſed thy ſelfe ſo, thou 
kareſt in lyke maner,as thoughe thou haddeſte ſtran⸗ 
gled,diſtroyed,oz murdered thy lelfe. Thou haſt b:okE 
the greatteſt bande that can be in the wozlde : Thou 
haſte b:oken, thou falſe woman, the moſte holy bande 
of temperall lawe: that is to ſaye, thy kapth and thy 
trouth, whiche ones gyuen, one ennemy in the feelde 
wyl kepe to an other, though he ſhuld ſtande in daun⸗ 
ger of dethe,x thou lyke a falſe wꝛetche doeſt nat kepe 
it to thyn hul bande: whiche oughte to be moe dere 
vnto the by tyghte, than thy ſelke. Thou defpleſt the 
moſte pute churche, whiche holpe to couple the: thou 
bꝛeakeſt woꝛldely company : thou bꝛeakeſt the lawes :- 
thou offendeſte thy countrey ; thou beateſt thy father 
with a bytter ſcurge : thou beateſte thy ſozowfull mo⸗ 
ther, thy ſyſters. thp bzetherne, thy kyns folkes, alp⸗ 
ances, and al thy frendes: thou gyueſte vnto thy com⸗ 
panpons an example ot᷑ miſchiete, and caſteſt an euer⸗ 
laſtpnge blot and ſhame bpon thy kynne: thou. lyke 8 
cruel mother, caſteſt thy childꝛen in to ſuch a neceſſite, 
that they can neuer here ſpeake of their mother, with⸗ 
out ſhame, noꝛ of they father, without doutynge , 

What greatter offence can they do e 02 what greatter 
wyckednes can they inkecte theym ſelfe withall, that 
diſtroye they countrey, and periſſhe all lawes and iu⸗ 
ſtice, and mutther they; fathers and mothers, and fyz 
nally defyle and matte all thynges, both ſpiritual and 
thempoꝛall : what good ſapnete, oꝛ god, 02 what man 


thynkeſte thou can fauour the, that doeſt ſoo e All thy 
countrep 
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cotintrey it ſelfe, thy parentes, all thy kynſfolke. and 


thyne hul bande hym ſelfe ſhall damne and puniſſhe 


the: All myghty god wyll auenge moſte tygozioully 
his maieſty lo diſpleaſed and offended of the. 

¶ And knowe thou this woman, that the chaſtite and 
honeſtie.whiche thou haſte, is nat thyne, but commit⸗ 
ted, and betaken vnto thy kepynge by thpne Huſband. 
Therfoze thou doſte the moze wzonge, to gytie away 
that thynge, whiche is an other bodycs, without the 
owners licence. Ind therfoze the maryed woman of 
Lacedemon, whan a ponge man deſp;ed of her that 
vnhoneſt thpnge,anſwered hym: J wolde graunt the 
thyne aſkynge ponge man, ik it were myne owne to 
gyuc that thou aſkeſte : but that thynge, whiche thou 
woldeſte haue, whyle J was vnmaryed, was mp fa⸗ 
thers, and nowe is myne huſbandes. She made hymn 
a mety and a wyſe anſ were. But ſaynt Paule ſpeketh 
full wyſelp fo: the monition of good women, where he 
techeth the chutche vf god. ſayeng: A woman hath no 
power of her owne body, but her huſband. which ſay⸗ 
enge ought ſo moche to kepe a woman. except ſhe be 
to vngratious, from all fylthy actes, that ſaynt Ju- 
guſtine dothe nat alo w perpetual chaſtite in a matied 
woman, without her hul bande be contente with the 
ſame, voherfoze there is an holy man, whether it be 
ſaynte Hieronyme, oꝛ ſome cther Þ wot nat well, that 
diſpꝛeyſeth one Celantyne a vertuous woman and a 
good wyfe, bicauſe ſhe auowed perpetuall chaſtitee 
without her huſbandes conſent. Foꝛ a woman hathe 
no power on het owne body, no nat vnto the goodnes 
of continence. t 


¶ Nowe than let cuery man conſpder what lycence 
S. ul. ſhe hath 
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ſhe hath þ while vnto the noughtines of myſbehauing 
her body: ſhe is diſcõmended koꝛ chaſtite, her huſband 
nat beyng of counſel. Nowe than, what ſhal ſhe haue. 
that comptteth adultery ageynſt her hul bandes wyl⸗ 
D:rke what woꝛdes this holy man ſaythe: But this 
IJ haue vnderſtande alſo, whiche trowbleth and gre⸗ 
uech me nat a lyttell, that thou haſte taken vpon the 
that good purpoſe of chaſtite, without thine hulban⸗ 
des wpll, cleane contrary to the commaundemente of 
the apoſtell: whiche in this caſe commaundeth. nat 
onely the wyke to be ſubiecte to the huſ bande, but allo 
the huſ bande to the wyke. The wpfe ſayth, he hath no 
power on her own? body, but her huſ bande: Lyke 
wyle the huſ bande hath no power of his owne bodye, 
but his wyfe: and thou as though thou haddeſte foz- 
gotten the bond of mariage,no; remembzyng thy bar⸗ 
geyne and p2onyſe, haſte nade a vowe of chaſtite to 
god, thyne huſbande vnknowynge, but it is ieoperdy 
to pzompyle that, the whiche is in an others power, 
And J can nat thynke that gyfte very pleaſant vnto 
god, where one gyueth away that, whiche perteyneth 
vnto two. Thus ſaythe this holye man. Whiche ik he 
take vppe ſoo ſharply, this vertuous woman fo: an 
holy thpnge gyuynge, whiche was nat in her power 
fo: to gyue, what wozdes ſuppoſe ye, wolde he ble. in 
rebukpnge a wicked 02a ſylthy deede⸗ 
¶ and that thou mayſte vnderſtande moze playnly, 
howe great a vice adultery is rekened, bothe of god 
and man. Chzyſte in his goſpell, where he wolde al⸗ 
gates that men (hall kepe their wyucs, noz deyozle 
krom them fo: none occaſion : yet he doth ercepte ad⸗ 
Ultery, Therfoze a man muſt be contet with - ooh 
| ougy 
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th>17h ſh: be a dꝛõ dard, though (he be ireful, though 
ſhe be ſhzewde, a waſter, a glotten, a bacabonde, a 
ſkowlder, a rap!er: only an adulterar is at amannes 
lybetty to fozſake. Alſo the other vices be diſpleaſant 
in dede. but yet they may be ſuffred: but ſhe that bzea- 
keth the pꝛomiſe of wedlocke, is intollerable. woher⸗ 
foze Homet the poet, amonge the curſpnges and ban⸗ 
nynges, Þ he gyueth vnto certeyne men, putteth this 
fo; one of the ſozeſt: pꝛay god (ſapth he) their wyues 
moughte medle with other men. Allo Job pꝛapeth, 
that it euer he lap in wayte to do his frendes diſplea⸗ 
ſure, this miſfoztune myght lyght vpon hym, ſapeng: 
IJ p:ay god my wyfe map be an other mans hatlotte: 
ano other men moughte lyedowne vpon her. 

¶ Ind theſe poyntes dydde nat onely holy chꝛyſten 
women vnderſtande, but alſo pagans : of whom there 
were ſome, whiche after they were cozrupted,thought 
them ſelfe vnwozthp foz to lyue,as Lucrecia, wyfe vn⸗ 
to Collatyne:whoſe acte is moſt famous, foz the mar⸗ 
ueplous loue that ſhe hadde vnto chaſtite, and many 
moo, whiche leſte they ſhulde loſe their chaſtite, perpſ- 
ſhed them ſelke. 

¶ what tyme the cite of Athens was wonne by Li⸗ 
ſander the kynge ol Lacedemon, and. xxx. tyzantes 
were ſette to gouerne the citie. and they ruled mooſte 
pꝛoudely and hautelp, and taped and mocked the ho⸗ 
neſty of many women, the wyfe of Niceratus ewe 
her o wne ſelfe to eſcape, that ſhe ſhuldenat be at their 
kylthy pleaſure, 

C Allo the wpues of the Almans, of whome Caius 
Marius had ſlayne an infynyte multptude, deſyꝛed 
hym, that they myght be gyuen vnto the reltzioas 
D.lit- ' maydes 
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maydes of Rome: called the virgins of Ucſta,ſayeng, 
that they wolde lyue as chaſtly as they ſhulde. Which 
thynge whan they coulde nat obteyne of that hatde 
ſtomacke of Marius, all in the nyghte next enſuynge 
hanged them lelfes. | 

¶ Alco in the warre, which the people of Phoces had 
with the Thellaltans,and the Theſſalyans came in to 
their countre with anincredyble power, Deiphantus 
the chiefe capitayne of the Phoceans, counſayled the 
people to goageynſte their ennemycs : but as foz chil- 
Dꝛen, theit wyues and aged men, with other, that were 
nat able to beare harnets, to ſhut them vp in ſome les 
crete place, and to bzynge theym plentie of wodde and 
ſtrawe, that if the hooſte were cuer come, they there 
myghte burne theym (clfe . Nowe whan mooſte parte 
of the people conſented to the ſame, there roſe vp an 
aged man, which ſayde: Jt were well done to wyt the 
womens wyl in that mattet:that if they agreed therto, 
than ſhulde it ſo be: it nat. he ſayde it was vnreaſona- 
ble, to appoynte theym ſuche a thynge ageynſte theyz 
wyll , where vpon the women were exampned, which 
anſwered al to gether,that they were very wel agreed, 
with Deiphantus counſaile,and alſo gaue hym great 
thankes, bycauſe he had ſo well pꝛouyded fo; the (afe- 
garde of theym and of their countrey . and vpon this 
polirpole they were couueied in to a ſecret place. Bowe 
be it the hocians returned ageyne with the victozy: 
0102 I doubt nat, but it was though the meryte of the 
good women. And thus dyd pagans, whiche lyucd in 


the obſcurite and darkencs of 1gnozance , vcherfoze 
chziſten folkes mape be the moze aſhamed, whiche be 
tedemed with the bloud of our lozde,waſſſhcd on ba- 

ptiline; 
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ptilme, inſtructed with doctryne, and illumined with 
lyght e. | 
Clbowe ſpe alk BeFane Ger ſelſe vnto her huſb and. Lap, uin. 


H Ir were a longe matter and harde to expꝛeſſe, 
and therto wonderous. if I ſhulde reherſe euery 
poynte of the wyues duety vnto her huſ band: Our 
lozde compꝛehendeth it in the goſpell with one woꝛde. 
Therfoze let vs rcemembꝛe, howe we haue ſapd befoze, 


that ſhe is as one body with her hul bande, woherkoꝛe 


ſhe ought to loue hym none other wyſe than her ſelfe. 
J haue ſayde befoze, and ofte (hall ageyne: Foz this 
ts the greatteſte vertue of a maryed woman: this is 
the thynge that wedlocke ſygnikieth, and commaun⸗ 
deth, that the wyfe ſhulde reken to haue her huſbande 
fo: bothe father, mother, bzetherne, and ſyſters, lyke 
as Adam was vnto Eue, and as the moſte noble and 
chaſt woman Andꝛomache ſayde her hul band Hectoz 
was vnto her, in theſe wozdes: 

Thou arte vnto me bothe father and mother 

Myne owne dere huſbande, and welbeloued bꝛother. 
¶ And if it be true that men doo ſape, that frendſhyp 
maketh one harte of two: moche moze truely and effe- 
ctually ought wedlocke to do the ſame, whiche karre 
paſſeth al inanet both frendſhyppe and kynred.Ther- 
koze it is nat ſapd. that wedlocke doth make one man. 
02 one mynde, 02 one body of two, but clerelp one per⸗ 
ſon. wherfoze the woꝛdes that the man ſpake of the 
woman,ſapeng ,. For her ſake a man ſhuld leaue both fa⸗ 
ther and mother, and byde with his wyfe : the ſaine 
woꝛdes the woman oughte bothe to ſaye and thynke 
with moze reaſon, Foz all thoughe there be one made 


of two, 
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of two, pet the woman is as doughter vnto her huſz 
band, and of nature.mozce weaker. Ind therkoze ſhe 
nedeth his ayde and ſuccour , Xoherfoze if ſhe be de⸗ 
ſtitute of het huſ bande, deſarte, and lefte alone, ſhe 
map ſoone take hurte and wzonge . Therfoze if (ſhe be 
with her huſbande, where he is, there hath ſhe bothe 
her counttep, her houſe, herfarher, her mother, her 
frendes, and all hertrealure. Of the whiche thynge 
Dipſicratea, wyfe vnto Mithzidates the kynge of 
Pontus, gaue good example, which folowed her huſz 
bande in mannes appataile.whan he was beaten and 
dꝛyuen out of his land, fleyng ſpl from oue place vnz 
to an other, nat hauynge. where to refozte 02 abyde: 
and where ſo euer he was. ſhe accompted there to be 
her tyches, her realme, and her countrey . Whyche 
thynge doubtles was the gretteſte comfozte and euſe 
of his ſozowe and aduerlite, 4) 

C Flaccilla,wyfe vato Nouius Pꝛiſcus: and Egna- 
tia Maximilla. wyfe vnto Glitio Gallus, bothe fo- 
lowed their hul bades out of their countre, whan they 
were banyſſhed, with great loſſe of treaſure and pol⸗ 
ſeſſions : And they rekened they: huſbandes farte a- 
boue all thoſe thynges vnto theym. wwherekoze their 
names were had in great honour. 

C| Ilſo Tauria deſerued noo leſſe commendatton , 


whiche whan her huſband was outlawed, hydde hym 


bp betwene the ſelynge and the roffe of her chambze, 

no mo of counſayle but one mayde and het ſcifc'; aud 

ſo ſaued his lyfe with her owne great ieoperdy. 

¶ Alſo Sulpitia, wyfe vnto Letulus, whan her mo⸗ 

ther Tullia watched her diligently, leaſte ſhe ſhulde 

folow: her huſ bande, that was banyſſhed, ſhe gotte 
| vpon 
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vpon her pooze rapmente, and ſo with two mayde ſcr- 
uantes.and as many men ſtale away, and came to het 
huſbande: noꝛ retuſed to banyſhe her owne ſelfe fo; 
his ſake, that her huſband myght ſe in his outlaury, 
herfaythkulnes towarde hym. Ind there haue bene 
bery many, that had leauer be in ieopetdy them ſelke, 
than their huſbandes ſhulde. 
¶ The wpfe of Fernando Gonzalis therle of Caſtile, 
whan the kynge of the Legpon of Germany, whiche 
is acitie in the parte of Spayne called Aſtury, had 
her huſbande in pꝛiſon, ſhe came vnto her huſbande, 
as it were to biſete hym,and there counſailed her hu(- 
band to change taiment with her, and ſteale his — 
and leaue her in the ieoperdye that ſhulde falle: and lo 
he dyd. herfoze the kyng wondzing vpon that great 
loue ot hets toward her huſband. pꝛayed god to ſende 
hym and his chpldzen ſuche wyues, and loo lette her 
go ageyne to her hulbande. 
There was allo an nother of the ſame kynredde, 
whiche was maryed bnto a certepne kynge of Eng- 
lande. that what tyme her huſband in warte ageynſte 
the Spꝛpans. had catched a great wounde in his 
arme with a venomed ſwoꝛde, and ſa came home in to 
his owne counttey,noꝛ coude neuer be healed, excepte 
that venome and matter were ſucked out: The kynge 
ſepnge, that who ſoo euer ſhulde do that dede were in 
ieoperdy of their life, wolde ſuffre no man to take it 
vpon hym. Yoherfo:e in the nyghte whan he was a 
ſlepe, his wyfe loſed the bandes of the wounde, kyꝛſte 
her huſbande nat perceyuynge, and after warde diſ- 
ſemblynge, and ſo by lyttell and lytel ſucked and ſpit⸗ 
ted out the poyſon, and — the wounde curable 
. and 
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and redy to the phiſition . vpherfoze J am berp lozye, 
that J haue nat thenaineofthat noble woman, which 
were wozthy to be commended with mooſte eloquente 
p:epſes, Howe be it, it is nat vnſpoken of, foz it is red 
in the actes of Spayne, which Rodericus the biſhop 
of Tolet dyd wzyte : From whens J (hall ones tran- 
llate with honozable mention of her. 

¶ Lykewyſe vpon a ſeaſon men of Tyzhena, came a 
great meny out of their yle vnto Lacedemon, whom 
the Lacedemonpans ſuſpected to go aboute ſome ſub- 
tilitie, and ther vpon ſette them in holde, and iudged 
them to dye. Wherfoze their wpues gate lycence of the 
kepers fo; to go in vnto them, as it were to viſete and 
comfozt them: and there chaũged taiment with chem, 
and ſo they in the womens rapmente and their faces 
couered, as the cuſtome of the countre was.eſcaped a⸗ 
wap, and lefte their wyues behynde thepm : whome 
after watdes with their childꝛen to gether they recoue⸗ 
red ageyne, and put all the Lacedemonpans in feare, 


as Plutarke wꝛyteth. 
¶ Pozeouer Jdmetus the kynge of Theſſaly, haz 


upnge a dyſeaſe raynynge bpon hym, whiche coulde 


neuer be healed without the dethe of an other body, 
coude fpnde none, that wolde gladly dpe fo; his lake, 
but his wyke Alceſt. 

¶ Alſo many there haue bene, whiche after their hul⸗ 
bandes dethe, wolde in no wyſe abyde on lyue. Laos 
damia, after ſhe had harde tell, that her huſbande 
Pꝛotheſilaus was flapne at Troy of Hectoꝛ.ſhe kyide 
her ſelfe. And Paulina, wyfe of Denec, wolde fayne 
haue dyed with her huſband, and had her vaynes cut, 


as he had, but ſhe was letted by Nero, and holden a⸗ 
gepnſte 
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geynſt her wyll, tyll her armes were bounde, and her 
bloud ſtopped: noz he lyued nat many percs aftcr: 
And whyle ſhe was a lyue, was ſo pale a ſo ltane with 
ſoꝛo we, that ſhe was a wonder to euery man to loke 
vpon: and in all the ſtate of her body ſhewed many⸗ 
feſt tokens of p kynde loue þ ſhe had to her huſ band. 
¶ The doughter of Demotion, the chiefe man of I- 
tcopagites, a ponge mayde, whan ſhe hard tel of the 
dethe of her ſpouſe Leoſthenes.ſhe ſlewe her ſelfe,affir 
myng that al though ſhe was vntouched. yet bycauſe 
ſhe was matied vnto hym in mynde. ſhe ſhulde be an 
adultercr, if ſhe matied vnto any other after wardes, 
¶ Olde wzyters of ſtoꝛpes tell, that Palctone wolde 
nat abyde on lyue after the dethe of her huſbande 
Ceyr: Ind therfoze (ſhe lepte downe in to the ſea. The 
fables of poetes. whiche were made to inſtructe our 
lyupnges, adde moze vnto the taale, that they were 
chaunged in to byꝛdes called Alciones:and ſo well bez 
loucd of the goddeſſe Thetis, that whan ſo euer theſe 
byꝛdes buylde, there is great calmenes in the ſea, and 
fayze wether in the apze: and that chaunceth yerely at 
ccrtepne tymes . Yoherfoze thoſe dayes be called in 
laten Halcionii, that is as pou wolde ſay, the Halcyon 
byꝛdes dayes: a that gyfte they ſay, the goddis gaue 
fo: the great loue of that woman toward her huſvad. 
¶ Euadna, whan ſhe kepte the funerall of her huſ: 
band. he lepte in to the fpze, and folowed her huſbad , 
¶ Cecinna Petus had a wpfe called Atria, this Ce⸗ 
cinna. whan he had tyſen in batayle with Scriboni⸗ 
an ageynſt Claudius the emperout and was brought 
to Rome. Frria deſited the ſouldiours to let her wayte 


vpon het huſbande as a ſetuaunt:which thing wha n 
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they wolde nat ſuffce,(he hyꝛed a fyſhſſhers bote. and 
folowed the great ſhyppe . Ind within a kewe dayes 
after thedethol her huſoand, kplled her ſelfe at Rome: 
and yet hadde ſhe a doughter on lyue. matied vnto 
Thzaſea,the moſt noble and wyſeſte man in his time. 
¶ Poꝛtia doughter of Cato, wpfe vnto Marcus Bʒu 
tus, whan her huſband was flapne, ſhe ſought foz her 
owne deth, and whan weapons were taken from her, 
ſhe thzuſt hote coles in her mouthe,+ choked her ſelke. 
CPanthia, wyfe of kynge Sulius kepte her faythe 
vnto her huſband bepnge in captiuite, and (pended 
out al her goodis foz his lyte: And wha he was ſlaine 
in bataple, (ſhe dyed voluntaryly after hymn. 

¶ The doughter of Julius Ceſar, whiche was ma⸗ 
ried vnto Pompey the great, whan one bzought vpon 
a tyme home out of the feelde a cote of her huſ bandes 
be bloded, ſheſuſpectynge that her huſ bande had be 
wounded, fell to the grounde in [wounynge, and al- 
moſte dead: with the which aflyghte of her mynd, ſhe 
kellſ in labour of chylde afoze her tyine, and (oo died. 
¶ Alſo Coꝛnelpa, the laſte wpfe of the ſame Pompey, 
ſayde: It was ſhame fo a woman that coud nat dye 
with only ſoꝛowe, whan her huſband was flayne. 

C Irthemiſia , the q tene of Lyde, dyd d2ynke the 
alſhes of her huſoand after his deth, bycauſe foz very 
loue ſhe wol de hauc er vwne body to be her huſban⸗ 


des graue 
¶ Thele great thyng ne Areherled, that women 
that be nowe adaycs, a amed, which wyl nat 


endeuour cheym lelfes 45 perf atme other moze eaſy 
thynges. Voherto:e their crueltie and wyckednes is 


moze intollerable, that can fynde in their 9 ſe 
eit 
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their huſbandes lye in trouble damage and woꝛdly 
ſhame, and all the ſozow that can be,foz a ſmal ſumme 
of mony, whan they haue inough in ſtooze to tyd them 
out of danger. O harte moze harder than any beaſte, 
that canſte ſuffre thy bloud. thy body, and thyne owne 
ſelle on thy hul bandes parte, to be ſo vexed: Dout⸗ 
les the lawes that ſuffre this iniquitee, haue moze te⸗ 
garde ot money than feyth oz conſcience. But this 
maner hath benelefte vs of the pagans, with many o⸗ 
ther, whiche abyde moze ſurely in vs, than the lawe of 
Chiiſte doth allowe : which commaundeth vs to lay 
fozth both clothynge, metall, and what treaſure ſo e⸗ 
uer we haue in ſtooze, nat only the wyfe fozher hul⸗ 
bande. but alſo one chꝛyſten man foz a nother, be he 
neuer ſo bnknolven , voherfoze lette the woman vn⸗ 
derſtand, that if ſhe wyll nat ſpend all her (ſubſtance 
to ſaue her huſbande from neuer ſoo lytell harme, (ſhe 
is nat wozthy to beate that name, neyther ot a good, 
no: ch:iſten woman,no: ones to be called a wyfe, Net 
ther J wolde that ſhe ſhulde loue her huſband as one 
loueth his frend?,o2 his bꝛothet, that is to ſap, J wpyll 
that ſhe (ſhall gyue hym great wozſhyp, reverence, 
great obedyence, and ſeruice alſo: whiche thinge nat 
only therample of the olde woꝛld teacheth vs, but alſo 
all lawes,both ſpirituall and tempozall, and Nature 
her ſelfe crieth and commandeth,that the woman ſhal 
be ſubiect and obedyent to the man Ind in all kyvndes 
of beaſtis the females obey the males, wayten vpon 
them, and fawne vpon them. and ſuffce them ſelfe to 
be cozrected of them: whiche thinge Nature ſheweth 
muſte be, and is conuementto be done. Whyche as 


Iriſtotell in his boke of beaſtis ſheweth, hath gyuen 
T. fil, lelle 
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[eſſe ſtrength and power vnto the femalles of all kyn- 
des of beaſhs, than tothe males,and moze ſofte fleſh, 
and tender hatte. 

¶ Moꝛe ouet. thele partes, which nature hath opuen 
fo: weapons of defence vnto beaſtig. as tethe hoꝛnes. 
ſpoꝛes, and ſuche other, the mooſte parte of females 
lacke, whiche their males haue. as hartes and bozes « 
And if any females haue anp of theſe.pet be they moze 
ſtronger in the males as hoznes of bullis be moze 


ſtronger than of kyne. In al the whiche thynges Nas 


ture ſheweth, that the males duty is to ſuccour and 
defende, and the femals to folow and to wayte vpon 
the male, and to crepe vnder his ayde. and obepe hym, 
that ſhe may lyue the better. But lette vs leaue the 
examples of beaſtts, which make vs a ſhamed of our 
ſelfe, without we paſſe them in vertue,and lette vs al⸗ 
cende bp vnto mannes reaſon, 

¶ Nowe than, what woman wyll be ſo pꝛeſumptu⸗ 
ous and ſo haute.to diſobep her huſ bandes byddyng, 
if ſhe conſpder, that he is vnto her in ſtede of father 


aͤnd mother and al her kynne, and that ſhe oweth vn⸗ 


to hym, all the loue and chatyte that were due to them 
all: F ragtous and a folyſh woman doth nat conſider 
this, the whiche is dilobedyent vnto her hul bande. 
Excepte parauenture (he wolde ſay, ſhe oweth none 
obedyence, neythet to father no2 to mothet.noꝛ to none 
ok her Lynne. Foz if ſhe obey them, (ſhe muſt nedes o⸗ 
bey het huſbande: in whom by all tyghtes, by all cuz 
ſtomes. by all ſtatutes and la wes, by al pꝛeceptes and 
commaundementes, both natural, wozdly,and heuen⸗ 
lx. che ought to actompte al thynge to be. 
C The woman is nat rekened the moze woꝛſhipfull 
amonge 
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amonge men.that pꝛeſumeth to haue mayſtrye aboue 
her hul bande: but the moze folyſſhe, and the moze 
woꝛthy to be mocked : pea and moze ouer than that, 
curſed and vnhappp: the whiche turneth backe warde 
the lawes of nature, lpke as though a ſouldiour wold 
rule his capitayne, oꝛ the mone wolde ſtand aboue the 
ſonne, oz the arme aboue the head. Foz in wedlocke 
the man reſembleth the reaſon, and the woman the bo⸗ 
dy . Nowe teaſon ought to tule, and the body to obep, 
if a man wyll lyue. Alſo ſapnt Paule ſayth: The head 


- of the woman is the man. 


¶ bete nowe J entre in to the dyupne commaunde⸗ 
mentes, whiche in ſtomackes of reaſonable people, 
ought of reaſon to beare moze rule and valewe, than 
lawes,moze than al mans reaſons, and moze than the 
boyce of nature her ſelfe, 
C God themaker of thts holle wozlde, in the begpn- 
nynge whan the woꝛlde was pet but rude and newe, 
gpuyngelawes vnto mankynde,he gaue this charge 
vnto the woman, Thou ſhalrbe under thyne huſbandes 
rule, and he ſhall haue dominion ouer the. 
¶ The apoſtle Paule, teacher of the Chziſten wyſe⸗ 
dome, that is fo: to ſape, of the heuenly wyſedome. 
wolde nat haue the woman to rule the man, but com- 
maundeth her in many places to be ſubiecte. 
¶ Peter alſo the pzynce of the apoſtles, commaun- 
dethe in this wyſe: Lette all women be ſubiect to their 
huſbandes. as holy women, truſtynge in out loꝛde. 
— = obedient vnto Ibzaham, and called hymn 
er loꝛde. 
¶ Sapnt Hieronpme w2yteth bnto Celantia in this 
wyſe: Let the auctozite and rule be reſerucd — thyn 
u 
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huſbande:and be thou an erainple to all thyne houſe, 
what ſouerayntie they owen vnto hym, Do thou ap- 
pꝛoue hym to be loꝛde by thyne obedience, and make 
hym great with thyne humility. Foz the moze honour 
thou gyueſte vnto hym, the moze honourable thou 
ſhalt be thy ſelfe.Fo2 as the Ipoſtle ſaythe,The head 
of the woman ts the man. Nowe the holle body can 
no where haue moze honour, than of the head, this 
ſayth ſaynt Hieronyme. 

But folyſh women do nat ſe, howe ſoꝛe they diſho 
neſt them ſelfe, that take p ſoueraynte of their huſban 
des: of whom all their honoure muſte come: Ind ſo 
in ſekynge foꝛ honour, they loſe it. Foz if the huſband 
lacke honour, the wpfe muſte nedes goo without it: 
Neither kynted. rychcs, noꝛ welth can auaple her. 
Fo: who wyll gyue any honour to that man, whom 
he ſeeth mayſtred by a woman. And ageyne, if thy 
hul bande be honozable, be thou neuer (oo lowe of 
birthe, neuer ſo poure, neuer ſo bncomely of face, pet 
canſte thou nat lacke honour . Fo2neyther beautye, 
kynred, no2 ryches made Ozeſtilla honozable, after 
ſhe was ones maryed to vngratious Catylyne: no: 
pouertie letted nat Salonia to be honozed of the Ro- 
maynes, whiche was wyfe vnto the wyſe Cato, 
¶ But nowe ß thou mapſte betterobep thy huſband, 
and do all thynges after his mynde: fy:ſte thou muſt 
lerne all his maners, and conſyder well his diſpoſt- 
tions and ſtate. Fo: ther be many kyndes of huſban- 
des, and al ought to be loued, honoured, woꝛſhipped, 
t obeyed, but all muſt nat be entreated vnder one ma⸗ 
ner. Fo: huſbandes muſt be handled, as Terence ſpe⸗ 


keth,after the opinion of Plato, ſaieng: Mans Iyfe is 


as it 
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as it were a game at the tables. Foz if that chaunce of 
the dyce chaunce, that is nat foꝛ them, it muſte be az 
mended by crafty plapeng . Lyke wyſe in huſbandes, 
if thou haue one afcer thyne appetite, thou mayſte be 
glad, and he is to behonozed and obeyed : but if he be 
yll, eyther kynde ſome crafte to make hym good, oz at 
the leaſte wyſe better to deale with. | 
¶ Nowe thy huſband ſhall be either foztunate 02 in⸗ 
foztunate . Foztunate J call them that haue goodnes 
either of mpade oz of body. oz externall: Jnfoztunate 
I calle thoſe, that lacke any of theſe the: they that be 
fo:tunate, do eaſely contente they: wpues myndes: 
and thoſe that be info:tunate, muſte haue delybera⸗ 
tion taken aboute them: howe be it. J wolde they 
Chulde rather ſette theyz loue on the houſbande hym 
ſelfe, than on his foztunes, oz els they ſhall loue both 
weakelp and moze vnſtcdfaſtly : and if foztune ones 
flee a wap, as ſhe is wauerynge and inconſtant, ſhe 
catieth away the loue togyther with her. : 
¶ No: let them nat loue goodly me foz they? beautie, 
noz tyche men koz they: money, n02 men of great au⸗ 
ctoʒite foz they: honoure. Fo2 if they do ſo, than ſhall 
they hate the fickely, the pooze, and thoſe that beate 
no rule. It thou haue a lerned huſbande, lerne good 
holy leſſons of hym. It he be vertuous, do after hym: 
but ik he be infoztunate, call bnto remembꝛaunce the 
ſayenge of Pompeius the great, a verye noble and a 
wyſe man, which whan he was ouercomen of Julius 
Ceſar, and came vatothe ple of Leſbo, to recepue his 
wyke, and flee away with her. ſhe ſeynge her huſbande 
braten and ouercomen, fell vnto Þ grounde halfe dead 
fo; ſoʒowe, to ſe her huſpande haue ſuch a fall: whom 
0 A Pompeius 
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Pompeiuslyftyng vp in his armes from the groude 
and reuyed agapne, ſpake vnto her in this maner: 
My dere wyfe Coznelia, moſte ſwete vnto me ok all 
thynges, J wonder of the ſo noble a woman, to be 
ouer commen in ſuche maner at the kyzſte ſtroke of 
Fo:tune: now thou haſt an occaſiõ to optame immoz⸗ 
tall honour, Foz as foz eloquence, oꝛ lernynge in the 
lawe, oz feates of warte, are no matters fo women 
to wynne woꝛſhippe by, her vertue ſhall onely appere, 
ik her huſbande be caſte in aduerſite, whom if ſhe loue 
and wozſhyppe, and doth not lothe his miſery, but in- 
treateth hym, as (he ought to do her houlbande. the 
woꝛlde ſhall talke good of her perpetually, voherfoze 
it ſhall be greatter honour to the, to loue Pompetus 
thus ouer thzowen, than whan he was the pꝛynce of 
all the Romapnes. and gouernoure of the Senate, 
and loꝛde of kynges, Foz as fo: theſe thynges euery 
woman, be the neuer ſo vngracyous, can loue well 
inough, but to fatioze and loue hym that is in aduer⸗ 
lity, there is the poynt of a good woman. Therfoze 
that J am thus ouer commen, thou oughteſt to loue. 
as an occaſiõ to ſhewe thy goodnes, Wherkoꝛe if thou 
wepe and waple fo2 any thynge as longe as Jlpue, 
thou ſheweſt thy ſelfe to loue that, whiche thou lac⸗ 
keſt and haſte loſte: and nat to mourne fo: me that 
am alyue, 7 

¶ Theſe and ſuche other woꝛdes he ſpake vnto his 


wyke at that tyme : whiche ſayeng euery good woman 
ſhall ponder and conlyder in her mynde, noz vere her 
ſelfe, ik ſhe chaunce vpon an infoztunate huſbande: 
neyther hate noz diſpiſe hym therfoze : but rather con⸗ 
trary, ſhe ought, if he be pooze, tocomfozt "ew: _ 

ycrtile 
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aduertiſe hym to calle bnto remembzaunce, that ver⸗ 
tue is the chtefe ryches : and helpe hym with ſuch hos 
neſt craftes as ſhe knoweth (hall pleaſe hym: and ſu⸗ 
che as her acqueyntance and frendes (hall alowe: and 
as becommeth a vertuous and an honeſt woma, But 
beware thou fall not in to ſuche a wycked mynde, to 
wyll hym fo2lucre of money to occupye any vnhoneſt 
ctaftcs, oꝛ to do any bnhappy dedes, that thou mayſt 
lyue moze delicatcly,oz moze welthelp, oʒ go moze gay⸗ 
ly and goꝛgyouſly ataped. oz dwelle in moze goodly 
bouſpnge: and at fewe wozdes, compell nat hym to 
vſe any fylthy occupation oz dꝛogety fo; thy welfare, 
noz to ſweate and to tople, that thou mayſt lye at caſe. 
Foz it were better foꝛ the, to cate bzowne bꝛeadde, and 
dzpnke claye d myty water, than cauſe thy huſ bande 
to fall vnto any ſlubbety wozke, oz ſtynkynge occupa- 
tion, and excedynge labour, foꝛ to eſcape thy ſcoldyng 
and chydyng at home. Foz the huſbande is his owne 
ruler, and his wyues loꝛde, and nat her ſubtecte, nei⸗ 
ther the wyfe ought to craue any moze of her houſe- 
bande, than ſhe leeth ſhe may optayne with his harte 
and good wpll : wherin many women do a myſſe, whi⸗ 
che with they: vngoodly cryeng. and vnteſonable cal⸗ 
lynge, crauyng. and dullyng vpon them, dztueth them 
to ſeke vnlefull meanes ot lyuynge, and to do vngra⸗ 
tious dedes, to beate out with all they: glotony and 
vayne pzide, And (ome beſo out of all good reaſon, 
and contrary to all good vertues of they huſbandes, 
that they ſpende out at large they: ſubſtaunce and ly⸗ 
uynge. Whiche vpce is the kouler, bycauſe that wo⸗ 
mankinde pꝛetendeth moze vertu and deuotion natu⸗ 
rally than the mankynde dothe. if that ſhe ſhulde foꝛ⸗ 
V. ii. gette 
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gette her ſelfe, and caſte away all holynes foz the lone 
of money. Ind ſuche wyues be ſoze rebuked in holy 
ſcripture, vnderthe perſons of the wyues of Job and 
{Thoby : which dyd caſt folyſhly in their houſbandes 
tethe, that theyz vertues and holy lyuynge was the 
cauſe of thepz aducrſite; wherinthep ſhewed greatte 
wyckednes, and nat only folye, which dyd nat beleue, 
that the tyches of vertue was farre greatter,oz that it 
ſtode in our lozdes power to make mooſte ryche and 
welthye within a moment, who ſo euer pleaſed hym. 

¶ what nedeth a man any other tyzantes to his mar 
tetdome.than wpucs of ſuch diſpoſition, whiche pur⸗ 
ſuc theyꝛ houſbandes fo; they: good deuotion. beynge 
them ſelfe without all deuotion, none other wyſe, than 
Nero purſued the apoſtles.oꝛ Domician, Maximine, 
Detius,oz Dioclecià dyd purſue other chʒiſten folkes 
in theyꝛ tyme! Ind J ſuppoſe that this wyfeof Job 
was lette hym to make his aduerſity moze paynetull, 
and to oppꝛeſſe hym the ſoꝛer with her myſcheuous 
tonge. O curſed aud wycked woman, that rebuzeſt 
thy houſband fo:zhis goodnes, which thynge the de⸗ 
upll hym ſelfe dourſte neucr do, foz he diſttoyed all the 
goodes of Fob, ſlewe his ſeruauntes, rvdde vppe his 
childꝛen out of the wo;lde,and fylled him ful of galles 
and ſcabbes: Yet dyd he neuer rebuke hym foꝛ cons 
tynuynge ſtyll in his good mynde: but hig wyfe re- 
buked hym therfoꝛe: that a man myght ſe howe moch 
Che was moꝛe bolde than the deuyll. But let the wyfe 
trouble neuer ſo moch, the houſbande ought to be as 
glad therof, as were the apoſtles, that they were rekez 


ned woꝛthy to be putte to rebuke foz the name ot out 


lo;de Feſu, 
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¶ But thou good daughter, that wylt do well, Walt 
nat withdꝛawe thyn houſband from goodnes. but ta⸗ 
ther echoꝛte hym vnto vertue, thoughe thou ſhuldeſt 
be ſure to leſe all thy goodes, Therefoze, that thou 
mapſte opteyne the thynge, whiche ſaynt Paule ſpea⸗ 
keth of, ſaynge: It the houſ bande be an infidell, he 


hall be ſanctiſied by his wyues faythe : remember 
alſo the wozdes of our loꝛde, that there is no bodye 
that refuſethe any thynge in this woꝛlde foz Chaiſtis 
ſake, but he (hall haue moche moꝛe foz it: bothe in 
this wozlde and in an other, Fyꝛſt theſe ryches be ſure 
and certapne, whiche are kepte ſafe frome all chaun- 
ces, nepther waſted. within, as mctalles be by ruſte, 
and clothynge by moughtes, no2 without as ſtolen 
by heucs, And alſo the pꝛophet in the pſaime ſayth: 
that he hath lerncd by longe bſe and by good erpeti⸗ 
ence, that neuer good man was yet deſtytute, noz 
any of his chyldzen lacked foode. Ind we haue as it 
wete en obligation of our loꝛde in the goſpell, that 
we (Hall cruſt wel on his bentgnite, Ind vnderſtande, 
that our father in heuen wyll fpnde vs all thynge, that 
we ſhall nede, if we ſeke foz his kyngdome, and the 
iuſtyce thereof. | 

C vcherfoze if thyne houſbande be foule, pet loue his 


And if thyne houſband be ſpcke,then muſt thou playe 
the true wyfe,.comfo;te hym, nozyſſhe hym, and make 
as moche of hym, as thoughe he were neucr ſo hoile 
and fo ſtronge, and ſo ſhalt he be theleffe payned ik he 
ſe the, as it were, take payne with hym: and in a ma⸗ 
ner tranſlate and ſhifte parte ot᷑ his ſycknes bnto thy 


ſclfe. Foz ſhe is no good wyfe, that is mery whau her 
; _— Wh, 15 huſband 


hart and mynde, where vnto thou art maryed in dede. 
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huſbande is ſozye:02 holle and luſty, whan he is ſycke 
and heupe. Byde thou ſtyll by his beddes ſyde, and 
lyghten his doloute ſome tyme with comfoztable woz- 
des, ſometyme with gentyll komentations. Touche 
thou his woundes thy ſclfe, touche thou his ſoꝛe and 
papnful body with thyne owne handes. Do thou both 
couer and vncouer hym thyne owne ſelfe: take and 
beate away the chambze veſſel with his water thy ſelf. 
No2 abhozre nat theſe ſeruices: noꝛ put them nat vn⸗ 
to thy ſeruauntes, whiche wyll go moze flowlp about 
them, bycauſe they loue hym nat ſo moche. And whan 
the pacient percepueth hym ſelfe nat loued, his ſycke⸗ 
nes increaſeth. 

¶ Nowe than ſhulde a man calle thoſe wyues good 
and vertuous women, that be ſo careles in they; hul⸗ 
bandes ſyckenes, that they can be well inough content 
with ſuch ſleight ſeruices as their ſeruantes do about 


him. And ſome there be, that wyl nothyng let theyz ac⸗ 


cuſtomed ſtatyons, and feaſtynges, and vyſettynge 
they: goſſypppes, noz2 bzeake any of they: haunted 
plcaſures,though they: huſbandes lye ſhutte bp ſicke 
at home, but that is no wedlocke, but rather a poynt 
of concubynes, oꝛ common harlottes, whiche lye with 
men fo; thep2 wages. woherkoꝛe ſhulde J be aſhamed 
co name that, whiche the vngratious women ſhame 
nat to do. Foz if thou thynke it maketh no foꝛce, no2 
oꝛder thy ſelfe other wyſe in thyne huſbandes ſpcknes, 
than if it were but thy neighboure: thou arte a foole to 
loke after, that Þ chulde name the fo2 a wyfe, whan 
thou vleſteno wyues gyſe. Foz woldeſt thou J ſhulde 
name the fo: a wyfe. whan thou vſeſt no wyucs ma⸗ 
ners ! Foz ſhulde J call hym a weauer, that neuer ler⸗ 

ned 
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ned to weaue, no to dꝛawe the wolle, noz to caſte the 
ſhuttyll.noz ſtrycke the webbe with the llaye? 
¶ Though that vertue by it ſel can nat fayle to come 
to lyght, and ſhyneth well inough in the darke by the 
b:yghtnes of it ſelfe nat withſtandynge, as moche as 
lieth in me, J wil nat ſuffer,but that that J haue ſene 
my ſelt, and many mo kno we as well as J, J wyll de⸗ 
clare, that both they that no we be, and they that ſhall 
come hereafter, may knowe it. | „. 
¶ Clare the wpfe of Barnarde Uauldaure, a fay:e + 
and a goodly mayde, whan ſhe was fyꝛſte maryed at 
Bꝛuges, and bꝛought to bedde vnto her huſband, whi 
che was. xl bi. pere of age, the fy:ſte nyghte (awe his 
legges rolled and wꝛapped with cloutes, and founde 
that ſhe had chaunced on a (oze and a ſickely huſband: 
pet fo: all that, ſhe lothed hym neuer the moze, noz be⸗ 
ganne nat to hate hym: whom pet ſhe had no ſpace to 
loue. Not longe after that, the fozſayde Ualdaure fell 
in to a great ſyckenes, in ſo moche that all phiſitions 
diſpay;cd his lyfe : than ſhe and her mother gaue ſuch 
dilygence vnto the ſicke man, that of ſyx wekes conti⸗ 
nually together, nepther of them ones put of their clo⸗ 
thes,ercepteit were to chaunge their ſmockes: noz re⸗ 
ſted in thenyghte paſte onehoure, oz. tif. at the moſt, 
and that but in their clothes. The roote of the diſeaſe 
was, that we call the french pockes, a wonderous ſoze 
and contagtous ſickencs, philitions counſapled her. 
nat to touche hym ſo, noꝛ come ſo nere hym: and the 
ſame,her frendes counſapled her. Ind her compantos 
and goſſyppes ſayd : it was ſpnfully done, to vere the 
man in the woꝛlde, oz kepe him longer on liue with his 
ſickenes, and bad her pꝛouide ſome good thynge — 
| ) 
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the ſoule, as foʒ the bodye careno moꝛe, buthowe it 
myght be butped. with which ſapenge ſhe was neuer 
a whytte abaſſhed,but very diligentely pꝛocured both 
ſuche as was fo: the welthe of his ſoule, and pzepaccd 
holſome meates foz his body, aud gaue gteat atten⸗ 
dance about hym, often chaungynge his ſhetes, and 
his cloutes, bycauſe he had an erceding laxe, and mats 
tet and fylthe ranne out of dyuers partes of his body: 
wher with ſhe was fo buſyed, that the mooſte parte of 
the day ſhe neucrecſted, but ranne vp and downe all 
thedaye longe. Soo at the laſte by the good meanes 
of his wyke, Ualdaure eſcaped the great icoperdye, 
that both the philitions, and all other men ſwered,his 
wyfe had plucked hym frome deth by ſtronge hande, 
And ſome teſted moze merily than becommeth chꝛiſten 
folkes,and ſayd,that god had purpoſed to haue llaine 
Ualdaure, but his wpfe wolde nat let hym go ont of 
her handes. After that by the reaſon of an hotte hu⸗ 
mour tennynge from his head, the gryſtle within his 
noſe beganne foz to canker : voherfoꝛe the phiſitions 
had gyuen hym a pouder, whichemuſte be blowen in 
with a penne oz a tede in to his noſe, whiche ſeruyce 
whan cucry man abhozrcd, bycauſe of the tedious ſa⸗ 
uour,his wife refuſed not to do it. Aiſo within a whyle 
his chekes and his chinne bzake out of ſcabbes, whea⸗ 
les. and of ſkales, that no barbour,neither well coude 
noꝛ gladly wolde ſhave hym : than his wyfe with a 
payze of ſcyſſours, founde the meancs to clyppe his 
berde wonderous pzoperly . Streiqht afterhe fell 
in to an other longe diſeaſe, which laſted nere. vil. pert: 
here ſhe neuer beynge werye, with contynuall dily⸗ 
gence and laboyr about hym, pꝛepared his meace.aid 
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euety day dyd ſalte and bynde his (oze and ſtynkyng 
legges and runnyng of matter,ſo hanſomly, that thou 
woldeſt ſay, if chou hadſt ſene her, that ſhe had hand⸗ 
led muſke,and nat ſuche ſtynkyng geare. Ind dyd all 
this her owne lelfe with all other buſpnes, that was 
foz to do about hym: and pet Had (ſhe in her houſe. iii. 
mapdes, and a daughter of her owne of good age. 
| Mozeouer whan the ayze of hym and bꝛeth was ſuch, 
| that no man myght abyde nete by. x. paſſes, ſhe wolde 
ſwere, that ſhe thought it marueplous ſwete: And 
ones ſhe was verp angrye with me, bycauſe J ſayd it 
Canke,fo: (he ſayd, it ſemed vnto here lyke the ſauour 
of type and ſwete frute. Mozeouer whan there was 
required great coſte daylye in the houſe, to helpe and 
noꝛyſſhe the man oppꝛeſſed with ſo many ſyckeneſſes, 
no: had nepther rentes no; other pꝛofytes commpnge 
| in,ſhe ſpoyled her ſelfe of all her tynges, chaynis, bꝛo⸗ 
| ches, and clothes, leſt he ſhulde lacke ought durynge 
his ſycknes ? the was content as foz her ſelſe with any 
fare, ſo that her houſbande myght haue that ſhuld do 
his paynefull body good, ſo he by the meanes of his 
wyke, with that dolefull body,moze lyke vnto a graue 
than any body, contynued. x. pere from the begynning 
of his ſpckenes, in the whiche ſpace ſhe had two chyl⸗ 
dꝛen by hym, and, vi. befoze, Foz ſhe was matied. xx. 
pere in the holle: and yet was ſhe never infected, noz 
ones touched with the contagious ſcabbe, neither ſhe, 
no; yet none of her chyldzen, but had all their bodyes 
both holle and clene. wherby a man may cletely per- 
cepue, howe moch thepz holynes and vertue is wozthe 
that loue their houſbandes with all thepz hartes as 


dutle is, whiche doubtles god wyll neuer leaue vnre- 
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warded. So at the laſt this foꝛeſayd man dyed ſycke 
and olde, and paſſed out of his contynuall payne. Foz 
whole departynge this ſame Clara his wyfe made ſu⸗ 
che ſoꝛowe, that all that euer knewe her, ſape, they ne⸗ 
uer ſawe woman make ſuch ſozowe fo: her houſband, 
that were bothe ponge. holle, fayz:e, luſty, and tyche: 
and whan dyuerſe came to her, nat fo: tocomfozte her, 
but rather to ſhewe her, that they were glad foz her 
ſake, that he was gone, ſhe abhozred, and in a maner 


- curfed them foz they: laboure, wyſſhyng many tymes 


that ſhe myght haue hym agapne, if it were poſſpble, 
how lo euer he were. Ind whi ſhe was of luſty age, af 
ter his deth,yet ſhe wold neuer mary, ſapeng: he ſhuld 
neuer mete with any that ſhe coulde lyke ſo wel. I wyl 
nat reherſe here, her great chaſtite and holynes of ly⸗ 
upng. Foz J ſpeke but of the loue of a good wyke wht- 
che neuer lightly goth alone, but euer coupled, and cõ⸗ 
panied with all other vertues. 

¶ who ſeeth nat nowe, that ſhe dyd nat marye Ual⸗ 
daures body, but his harte, o2 els reckened his body. 
her owne body. Beſyde that ſhe kepeth ſtyll all com- 
maundementes of her houſbande. as teuerently as he 
were pet alyue, and dothe many thynges as ſhe had 
harde hym ſpeke in his lyfe, ſayeng : This mine houſ- 
bande wolde haue commaunded and bydden do. O 
Eurippides, if thou haddeſt had ſuche a wyfe, thou 
woldeſt haue pꝛeyſed all women as faſte as thou haſt 
diſpꝛeyſed them. Oz if kynge Agamemnon had had 
fuche a queene, ſhe wolde haue taried many peres fo; 
his retourning fro the ſtege of Troy. Theſe examples 
ought nat tobekepte bnſhewed, to remembze wyues 
of thetr duetye, ſepnge that leſſe matters be put in me⸗ 


moꝛpe 
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mo2yeand wzitynge. 

C But theſe be but of folkes of lowe degree, wil ſome 
gentle women lay. Fyꝛſte to make aunſwere therto : 
Clara Ualdaure was net of the loweſte degree, and 
beſyde that ponge, and tender, and fapze,and had ma⸗ 
ny ſeruauntes, vnto whom ſhe might haue deputed al 
her buſines, it it had pleaſed her. Ind there be many 
noble women, that do the ſame, whome J can nat re- 
herſe all both nowe a lyue. and that haue ben in tymes 
paſt, But this wozld of ours kepeth in ble only the vi 
ces of the olde wozldes afoze. 

¶ Arte thou moze noble than the wyfe of Themiſto- 
cles, which was pꝛince of Athenes,and alſo of Grece : 
and yet ſhe ſerued her houlbande her ſelfe alwape in 
his ſyckenes. | 

¶ Arte thou mozenoble than Stratonica, wyfe vnto 
kynge Deiotarus, whiche whan her houſbande was 
ſycke, and an aged man, was both his cooke, his pht- 
ſition,and his lurgian: 

¶ Oꝛ artethou moze noble than that qucene of En⸗ 
glandec, whiche ſucked her houſbandes wounde e All 
the noble women of Rome. vſed, noꝛ wold neuer ſuffre 
any other,to touch they; houſbandes, whan they were 
fpcke, but them ſelfe: Tohoſe examples there is none 
nowe a dapes to good to take hede of, Fo anſwere me 
thou woman, that thinkeſt thy ſelf better than the Roz 
mapnes, of whoſe bloode who lo euet was diſcended, 
was had in honour th;oughe all the wozlde : Bowe be 
it the very nobilitie is nat to be counted by blode and 
ryches, the whiche rather ſtandeth in noble actis and 


vertue: and thou with all thy gentrye ſhalte lye vn⸗ 


knowen:; whan all the wozlde Af I" Yd (hall w_ 
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of them, Therefoze boſte not thou thy noble by:the, 
whom either none, ozels very fewe ſhall knowe, eps 
ther in thy lyfe oz after thy dethe, | 
¶ But parauenture thou woldeſt ſaye, J bzoughte 
goodes and money inough to make me noble with. O 
thou fylthy and beaſtyly woman, that weneſte thy (cl 
to be a wyfe, bycauſe thou haſte a man lienge by thy 
ſide. weneſt thou that wedlocke ſtadeth in thate Thou 
bzeakeſt the lawes of god and Nature. Fo2if thou 
woldeſt touche thyne owne body, beynge diſeaſed, and 
loke vpon thy ſozes and handle them, thou oughtelt 
nat to refuſe to do the ſame vnto thyne houſbande, ſez 
ynge that ye be both as one perſone. Therfoze where 
is that ſame inſeperate mate, whiche thou pzetendeſt, 
if thou ſterfe from him, wha thou ſhuldeſt abyde moſt 
nete: Yoherfoze bnderſtande, that thou doeſt nat t 
duty,neyther to thy bzother bozne of one woman wi 
the, noz to thy father that begotte the, nepther to thy 
mother, that bare the. Wherkoze if thou be a ſhamed 
of that, thou mayſt lykewyſe be aſhamed of that thon 
doſt vnto thy houſbande: whom thou oughtelt to re⸗ 
garde moze than them all. Ind many leaue theyz mo⸗ 
thers lyenge (ycke,noz loue any body but them ſelues, 
whiche were wozthye to be loued of no body els, and 
no moꝛe be they in dede. Howe often haue we (ene be⸗ 
ſtcs without reſon, ruled only by nature, one cheriſhe 
an other, and the femall lycke the ſozes of the male, as 
kycne, and dogges, lyons, beares,. and all other both 
wylde and tame / And thou that arte a woman, haz 
uynge reaſon beſyde thy nature, whiche is moze excel⸗ 
lent than all theits, canſt nat fynde in thyne hatte ey⸗ 
ther to touche oz to ſe thyne houlbandes ſozes, whan 
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thou haſte ſtomacke inoughe to handle the byles and 
ſcabbes of thy concubyne: Xoherwith many hath ben 
taken, that a man may well knowe, that nat nature- 
but their owne vngratiouines lo doth moue them. 

¶ Nowe to ſhewe furder of my matter, if the houſ⸗ 
bande were yll, yet oughteſt thou to ſuffer hym, noz 
ſtryue with him by ſh:cwdenes,lceſte thou neuer haue 
ende of ſozowe and myſchyefe: but whan he is moze 
pacified, than gyue him warnyng by curteiſe and gens 
tyll meanes to amende his lyuynge. Ind if he wyll do 
after thy ſayenge, than ſhalte thou pꝛofytte both hym 
and thy ſelfe: but if he begynne to ware angrye.ſtryue 
nat with hym, thou haſte done thy dewtp : Therkoꝛe 
let hym alone, and ſuffer hym, and thou ſhalte haue 
nat only great commedatton afoze men, but alſo great 
merite afoze god. Ind if he by bnthzyfty meanes of 
him ſeife moued, and by haſtynes ſtrycke oꝛ beate the, 
thinke it is the cozrection of god and that it chaunceth 
the, as a puuiſhement fo: thy ſpnnes, Ind thou ſhalte 
be happye, it thou mayſt ſo with a lytteil payne in this 
life, bye out the great paines of an other woꝛlde. Howe 
de it there be but very fewe good and wyſe wpues, 
whom they houſbandes wyll beate, be they neuer ſo 
vnhappy men. Alſo ſome houſbandes there be. foliſſhe 
and wytleſſe, whom a good wyfe wyl handle wyſely i⸗ 
noughe, and neyther pꝛouoke them to angre, noz take 
from them the honour belongynge to the man: but 
b:ynge hym in good hope, that all thinge ſhalbe done 
after his wyll. Ind foz his pꝛofette ſhalt rulehym well 
tnough by wyſedome, as it were a wylde beaſt tamed, 
and in all poyntes ſhalt handle hym in lyke maner. as 
many mothers do they; _ in like caſe, _— 
| li. aug 
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haue moſt compaſſion of them, that be in moſt myſery: 
of whiche compaltton cometh loue and fauour.Yoher- 
foze they loue and chetryſſhe moze them that be feeble, 
maymed, kolyſſhe, vll fauoꝛed, and ſickely, than them 
that be ſtronge, holle, wyſe, fay:e, and luſtye. 
¶ I wyll nat teherſe all other infoztunes, I wyl gyue 
a generall pzecepte of all at ones. It thou be ones ma⸗ 
tyed vnto hym: and god, the churche, thy father and 
mother, haue gyuen him to be thy houſbande and thy 
loꝛde, thou muſte ſuffer hym, ſeynge thou canſte nat 
chaunge hym, and loue hym, wozhyppe and honoze 
hym: if thou wylte nat foz his owne ſake. at the leeſte 
wyſe fo; their ſakes, that haue gyuen hym vnto the: 
and fo: the pꝛomiſe that thou haſt made him, as ma⸗ 
ny other do loue them that be wozthy no love, only fo; 
their frendes ſakes, whiche haue committed them vn⸗ 
to their truſte. Ind many do ( bycauſe of their pzomiſe) 
thynges, whiche cls they wolde nat. Therfoꝛe gyue 
thy dilygence both to ſeme to do, and to do in dede, that 
whiche thou muſt nedes do, be thou neuer ſo loth: and 
ſo ſhall all thoſe thinges be lyght and pleaſaunt vnto 
the: which if thou be lothe to do, they ſhalbe gteuous 
and painkull. 
¶ Nowe I perceyue, that ſom put doubtes. hob farre 
they ought to obey they; houſbandes. veryly in all 
thynges that be either Honeſt, o2 without vyce, there is 
no doubte but a womã ought to obey het houſbandes 
commaundement, as a diuine lawe. Fo: the houſband 
beateth the roume of god here in erthe vnto his wyfe 
and pꝛeſenteth his perſon ; Therfoꝛe it᷑ there be any 
thynge, that the wyfe wolde gyue vnto god, ſhe ney⸗ 
thet ought no may do it without her houſbandes ly- 
tente. 
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cence, Fo2 what may a woman recken to be moze het 
owne, than her body and mynde ! And pet ſayth ſaynt 
Paule, that the woman hath no power of het owne bo⸗ 


dy, neyther ſhe can nat auowe chaſtite vnto god, her 


houſvande either nat wyllyng, oꝛ not knowyng. wher⸗ 
foze if thyne houſbande wolde haue the other wple oc- 
cupied. thou mayſt nat onely nat go fc;th to daunce 02 
ſee playes, 02 go to feaſtes, and paſſe tyme with gol⸗ 
ſyppes, whiche be poyntes of common harlottes, but 
thou mayſte nat as moche as go pꝛay oz walke aboute 
to chulkches, without his leaue: oz elles be thou ſure, 
that neither thy pꝛayer is pleaſaũt vnto god, no: thou 
Halte not fynde god inthe churche. God wolde that 
thou pꝛay and go to the churche, but that is wha thou 
haſt done thyne houſbandes buſpnes at home, and he 
hath none other laboar to ſette the about. Ind theſe be 
the poyntes of wedlocke, whiche god lyketh beſte in a 
maryed woman. Foz in his goſpell, he byddeth a man 
be at one with his frende; oꝛ he come nere his aulter : 


hoe moche moꝛe than wolde he haue the to be at one 


with thyn houſbande, whiche farre paſſeth auy frende; 
Toherto goeſt thou to maſſe oꝛ churches, whan thyne 
houſbande commaundeth other wyſe, eyther by woz⸗ 
des expꝛeſſedly, oꝛ by countinãte pʒiuely e Weneſt thou 
to fynde god in the churche, whan thou leueſt thyne 
houſebande at home eyther ſycke oz hungry e Thou 
mapyft fynde all halowes aboute his bedde, bothe aul- 
ters.god, peace, concoꝛde, and charite, and ſpecyally 
where the ma and wyfe be coupled with theſe thinges. 
Thou ſhalt ſone make god thy frende, if thou make 


thyne houſbande thy frende afoze, God nedeth nat mo⸗ 


che ol our ſeruice. But vertuous lyupnge and highe 
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honotr,them he reſerueth vnto hym ſelfe, ot her thyn⸗ 


ges to be kept in the woꝛlde. as loue and concoꝛde. And 
that is the cauſe why he rehet ſeth ſo ofte charite in his 
goſpell.and ſaith. he gyueth his kyngdome buto thoſe 
that haue vſed chartte vnto folkes in this woꝛlde: and 
caſtethe out from the inheritaunce ot heuen, that hath 
ben enutous and malicious againlt their euen chaſte, 
Fo: thou ſhalte eaſely make god thy frende,if thou re- 
concile chyne cuen Chziſten vnts the befoze. Nepther 
thete is any way moze redye vnto goddes fauour,than 
kyꝛſte to optaine fauour of thyne euen Chꝛʒiſten. Ther: 
fozelette a woman thinke that ſhe dothe a great ſacti⸗ 
fice, whan ſhe ſerueth her houſbande, and thynke that 
the viſettethe churches deuoutly, if ſhe be diltgent a- 
bout her houſbandes bedde. | 

¶ But there be ſome women, that if their houſbande 


. werencuer ſo ſycke, yet wolde they neuer lette they; 


walkinge of their tations to churches about,and that 
moze fo: their pleaſure, than deuotion to god warde. 
But where to ſhulde we talke of them e Saynt Paule 
wzitynge vnto Tymothe ſpeaketh of womans duete 
in this wyſe: Let the woman lerne with all obedience, 
kepinge ſylence. Fot LWyll nat haue the Woman to be a 
teacher, nor to rule her houſbande, but kepe ſilence. Alſo 
writynge ynto the Corinthies, he ſayth. Let not your 
women ſpeake inthe churche, bur if they lyſte tolerne 
oughte that they be in doubte of, aſke theyr houſeban- 
des at home, 

¶ whiche lawe in myne opttzcon meaneth none other 
thing, but that the woman ought to lerne ok her houſ- 
bande, and in ſuche thynges as ſtandeth in doubte of, 


to folowe his mynde, and beleue as he doth : and if the 


houl- 
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houſband do wꝛonge, him ſelf ſhal beare al the blame, 
the wyfe ſhalbe out of kaute: excepte it beſo manifeſt, 
that ſhe map perceiue the faut her ſelf playnly inough, 
ozels be taught otherwyſe of ſuche as the houſbande 
hym ſelfe mpght well inoughe lerne. 

C Foz: thoſe thinges that be agaynſt the lawes of god 
ſhe ought nat to do, though her houſbande comaunde 
her neuer ſo moche. Fo: ſhe muſte a knowlege one foz 
better than her houſband,and haue moze in pꝛice, that 
is Chʒiſte. The man is headofthe woman, but Chzilte 
is head of the man. 

¶ Many holy women of our fayth haue ben ſoze pu⸗ 
niſſhed of they: houſbandes, fo: folowynge Chꝛiſtes 
pꝛeceptes againſt they; wil. And yet the apoſtle Paule 
commatindeth the wyfe, nat to departe from her houſ- 
bande without his leaue, be he neuer ſo vngratious, 
So great be the bondes of wedlocke,that the Chziſten 
myghte nat departe from the hethen without leaue, 
hat than ought we to ſuppoſe, where both be Chiſt⸗ 
ned, and both good ? Atiſtotel ſayth : A good woman 
ought to take the maners of her houſbande, as a lawe 
and rule of her lyuynge, gyuen her by god by the cou⸗ 
plyng of matrimony, And it becommeth her to accozde 


with her houſbande, and ſerue hym, nat onely in pꝛo⸗ 


ſperite, but alſo in aduerſitie. At he lacke goodes,02 be 
ſycke of his body, oz out of his minde, let her ſuffer and 
obep hym, ercepte it be ſome vnclenly thynge, oz vn⸗ 
commely. Noz let her not beare longe in mynde ik her 
houſband offend her, by reſon of diſtreſſe of his minde: 
but lay the cauſe in his diſeaſe and ignoꝛance. Fo2 the 
moze paciently ſhe vſeth him in theſe poyntes, the moꝛe 


thanke ſhall he gyue her, whan he is amended, And ik 
Y there 
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there be any vncomely thyng comaunded her by him. 
whiche ſhe hath nat done, he ſhall conſpdze that better 
attet his amendyng. wherkoze a woman ought to ab⸗ 
ſteyne from yll, but in all good thynges, to obeye none 
otherwyſe than thoughe ſhe had ben bought in to the 
houſe as a bonde and hande mayde. Ind in dede ſhe is 
boughte with a great pꝛice, that is to ſay felowſhyp of 
Iyfe,and pꝛocreation of childzen:than whiche,nothyng 
can be greatter noꝛ holyer, Moe ouer if ſhe had had a 
welthy houſbande, than coude nat her goodnes ben lo 
moche knowen, Foz it is but a ſmalle acte to handle 
p:oſperite well, Bowe be it to ſuffer aduerſite pacient⸗ 
ly is counted a great thynge. Foz in great aduerſities 
and harmes nat to be in extreme diſpapze, is a poynte 
ok a noble ſtomacke. Therfozeſhe had nede to pꝛape, 
that no harme bechaũce her houſbãd. But if any aduer 
lite fall.than let her conſidze.that ſhe ſhal wynne great 
wozſhyp therby, if ſhe behaue her ſelf wel. And let her 
reinembze, that neither quene Alceſt ſhuld haue had ſo 
great honour,no2 quene Penelope ſo gret pꝛeyſe, it they 
had lyued in pꝛoſperite with their houſbandes. Foz the 
aduetſite of _ Admetus and Ulyſſes, cauſed them 
to wynne eternall memozy, Foz in thaduerſities of the 
houſbandes they optapned, and that well wozthye, e⸗ 
ternall glozye, fo: kepynge faythe and truthe towarde 
their houſbandes, Foz women wyll take no parte of 
aduerlite, exceptet be ſuche as be wonderous good. 
Wherkoꝛe to conclude,it becometh the wife to haue her 
houſbande in honoure, and nat diſpiſe hym. Theſe be 
Atiſtotles wozdes, tb 
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Ha. were an infinite thyng,no; the tale ſhuld come 
vnto any ende, to reherle the goodnes of Con- 
corde: and howc all thynge in the wozlde, and alſo the 
woꝛlde it ſelfe, ſtandeth together by vnytie and con- 
c02de: but our pourpole is to ſpeke of wedlocke: in 
whiche J ſay, the greatteſt quietnes and mooſte parte 
of pleaſure, 1s Concozd,and the greatteſt trouble, and 
mooſt parte of miſery in it. is Diſcorde. 

¶ They that were of Pythagozas diſciplyne,amonge 
all the pzeceptcs of Pythagozas,they kept theſe rules, 
and mooſte,and ofteſt vſed them, That languiſhe ſhuld 
be voyded and put from the body, foly and Lew dnes 
from the mpnde, Ryotte from the bealye, Sedition out 
of the cite, Diſcorde out of the houle, and finally Intemz 
peraunce out of all thynges. 


CUlyſſes in Homer, wyſſheth foꝛ an houſebande, a 


houſe, and concozde vnto Naulicaa, the toughter of 
kynge Alcynous: which is the greatteſt treaſure and 
moſt to be deſyꝛed that can be. Foz whan the wyfe and 
houſbande lyue peaſably together.they cauſe moch ſoz 
rowe vnto their ennemyes. moche top vnto their kren⸗ 
des, and moſt ot al vnto them lelues. Thus he ſapd, 
C How happy a mariage ſuppoſe we þ Ilbutius had, 
whiche lyued with his wyfe Terrentiana without any 
diſpleaſure.xxv.pere:? Ind yet moze ftunate was Pus 
blius Celer, that lyued with Ennia. his wyfe.rlitt-yere 
without any grutching oz complaint. Foz of Diſcozde 
commeth debate, bꝛaulynge, chydynge, and fyghting. 
And women be ful of whynynge fo: the moſt part. and 
yl] to intreate: and ofte tymes whan they haue n 
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their houſbandes foz a lyght matter, it cometh at laſte 
vnto great diſturbance. 
¶ Noz there is nothynge, that ſo ſoone caſteth the 
mynde of the houſbande from his wyfe as doth moche 
ſcoldyn e, and chydynge. and her myſcheuous tonge, 
which Solomon lykeneth vnto a dꝛoppynge and ray- 
nynge houſe rofe in the wynter, bycauſe that both dꝛy⸗ 
ucth the man fozthe at the doꝛe. Ind the fozſayde Do- 
lomon ſayth,. that it is better to dwelle in a deſerte and 
deſolate countrey, than in houſe with a chydynge and 
an angry wyfe. And a fewe which be intollerable, gyue 
this benefitte vnto the holle kynde, that none ſemeth 
good to deale with all: and hereof cometh this ſateng: 
who ſo hath no ſtrife, hath no wife,as who ſaith. he that 
hath a wyfe, hath ſtryfe. And that thynge cauſeth ma⸗ 
ny, that be quietly diſpoſed, neuer to matye. And ther⸗ 
foe many thynges were w2tten in olde tyme in the 
rebuke of womankynde, and diuozles ſought out. 
and ſharpely executed. Ind nowe amonge chzyſten 
men thoſe thynges be ſoꝛe myſſed of many, and deſp⸗ 
red after. Foz they ſaye their wives wolde be better, 
ik they knewe they myght be put away, excepte they 
were gentyll. | 
¶ In whiche opynyon after my mynde either the men 
be dilcepued, oz the women be ſtarke koles: whiche do 
nat conſydꝛe, that they had nede to be the moze obedict 
vnto they; houſbandes, that they myght lyue the moze 
merily with them, from whom they can by no meanes 
be departed: leſt they turne perpetuall neceſſite in to 
myſerp, whiche they can neuer do a way. Foz it reſteth 
moche in the wyues handes, to kepe reſt and quietnes 
in the houſe. Foz the man is nat ſo yzefull as 3 
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man. Ind that is nat in mankynde only, but alſo in al 
kyndes of beaſtes, as Iriſtotle ſapthe. Foz the males, 
bycauſe they haue moꝛe bolde ſtomakes, and are moze 
luſty of courage,therfoze be they moꝛe ſymple and leſſe 
noyſome, fo: they haue the moze noble myndes. And 
the females contrary be moe malicius.and moze let to 
do harme. vherfoze the women wyll be taken with 
light ſuſpiciouſnes, and ofte complaine and vere their 
houſbandes, and angre them with peuyſſhe puelynge: 
but the man is eaſier to reconcile than the woman: 
Lyke as of men, he that is moſt lyke ſtomacked vnto a 


woman, noz is not ot᷑ a luſty cozage : wpll temembꝛe 


infury longeſt, and ſeke foz vengeance the moſt violet- 
ly, no2 can be content with a meane reuengeance. 
C There was in olde tyme in Rome a chapell of a cer- 
tayne goddeſle, in whiche ik any diſturbance had bene 
betwene the houl bãd and the wife at home. they ſpake 
certain woꝛdes, what they liſt, and were agreed again. 
And this goddeſſe was named Viriplaca, that is to ſay, 
pleaſe houſband. Which name ſheweth, that p houlband 
ought nat to ſtudy to pleaſe Þ wife, but 5 wife to pleaſe 
her houſband. Ind though the moze part of theſe thin 
ges that J haue ſpokẽ, pertain vnto Conco2de, yet wil 
I bzyng ſome thynges moze nere vnto that purpoſe. 
¶ One the mooſt chiefe and eſpeciall helpe vnto con⸗ 
coꝛde is, it the wyfe loue her houſband. Foz this is the 
nature of loue, to get loue agayne. Noz let nat ſome 
wonder ſo moche as they do, whye theyꝛ houſbandes 
loue them nat, ſeynge they lone nat them, but loke wel 
leſt they loue nat theyz houſbandes ſo moche as they 
make (ſemblance. Let them loue their houſbandes in 


dede, and they ſhalbe loued of them again Foz tamen 
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and counterfette loue bothe ſheweth it ſelke nowe and 
than, and hath nat the verape ſtrength and vertue that 
the faythfull loue hath. 
¶ Moze ouer, if the wyfe and houſbande loue toge⸗ 
ther,they Chal bothe wyl and nylle one thynge, whiche 
is the very and true loue, Foz there can neuer be dil⸗ 
coꝛde no2 debate betwene thoſe, in whom is one hatte. 
nat deſyzynge contrary thynge, Ind one minde nat of 
contrary opinion. 
¶ Oy mother Blaunch, wha ſhe had ven rb. pere ma 
ryed vnto my father, J coude neuer ſe her ſtryue with 
my kathet. There were. ii.ſaienges, that ſhe had euer in 
her mouth. as pꝛouetbes.wW Han the wold ſap ſhe bele⸗ 
ued wel ani thing, than ſhe vſed to ſay,euen as though 
XL odowpke Uiues had ſpoken it. whan ſhe wold ſap Þ 
che wold any thing, ſhe vſed to ſay, euen as though Lo 
dowtk Uiucs wold it. I hauehard my father ſay many 
times, but ſpectally ones, wha one told him of a ſayeng 
of Scipio Ikricane the yonger, oz els of Pompomus 
Atticus, à I wene it were the ſayeng of the both, ß they 
neuet made agreement with their mothers, noꝛ J with 
my wyfe ſayd he, whiche is a greatter thynge. whan 
other, that harde this ſayeng, wondꝛed vpon it. and the 
concoꝛde o Upues and Blaunche was taken vp and 
vſed in a maner foꝛ a pꝛouerbe, he was wonte to anl⸗ 
were lyke as Scipio was, whiche ſayd, he neuer made 
a greement with his mother, bycauſe he neuer made 
debate with her. but it is nat to be moche talked in a 
boke made foz an other pourpoſe,of my moſt holy mo⸗ 
ther: whome J doubt nat nowe to haue in heuen the 
rute and tewarde of her holy and pute lyuinge. Moe 
duet, bycauſe haue purpolſed to make a ſeuetal boke 
of 
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ok her actes and her lyfe. 

¶ And many women that loue indifcretely, bꝛeake 
concoꝛde at ones. Therfoze muſte they; diſcretyon be 
holpen fo:the with ſome teachinge. and thepz fierſenes 
abated, Ind that with this one thynge, if they ftaye 
they; mynde and fantaſyes, whiche ſone carieth the fe- 
byll reſon of women away with them. Therfoze a wo⸗ 
man ſhuld haue great demurenes and ſobꝛenes in her 
mynde, and ſhewe it with her dedes. And ofte J warne 
her, that ſhe do nothynge fo2 to ſeme,and fo; a counte⸗ 
nance: Foz that is a thyng of ſmale value oꝛ none. But 
as ſhe wold ſeme to be ſuch let her be in dede. and than 
ſhall ſhe the mozc truely oppere. Let her wene neuer ta 
diſcepue any body by clokynge and diſſimulation. Foz 
men be nat ſuch ſtockes no2 ſtoones, but that they can 
knowe a counterfete thyng from a thyng in dede, And 
thoughe they diſceyue folkes that loke vpon them, yet 
can they nat diſceyue nature, whiche hath nat gyuen 
like vertu vnto thinges counterketed as trewe in dede. 
Let them make pꝛoſte in them ſelfe. Let them conſider, 
whether they thinke them honeſt and ſad, that make 
countenance of honeſty.hauyng none at al, oꝛ nat:and 
whether they loue agapne ſuch as make ſemblance, as 
though they loued them, and do nat in dede. 

¶ It were good fo a wyfe to vſe that counſaple, that 
Hoꝛzate the wyſe poet gyueth vnto Lollius, how to vſe 
his frende, byddyng hym applye hym ſelfe vnto his 
frendes appetyte. It he lyſte to hunte ſayth he, do thou 
nat ſytte to make verſes, but caſte vp thy muſes, and 
folowe the herles caryenge the nettes, and leade fozth 
dogges. 


Camphion and Zetus were bzetherne and rm 
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Pfinive, , ¶ She loueth me, whiche is a ſygne of chaſtitie. Ind 
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bozne of Anthtopia, the one was verye cunnynge in 
harpinge.thother rudeand vnlerned. Ho we whan the 
ſounde of the harpe pleaſed nat Zetus, and lyke to de- 
parte company betwyxte the two bzetherne, Imphion 
therkoꝛe layde downe his harpe. Ind ſo let the wyke 
oꝛdꝛe her ſelfe after her houſbandes maners and plea⸗ 
ſure,leſt he hate and ſet noughte by her, 

¶ we rede in hiſtozies, Þ Indzomacha,Hectozs wife. 
gaue hape and ootes vnto his hozſes with her owne 
handes, bycauſe ſhe ſawe what delpte her houſbande 
had in them, and kepte them foz warte as dylygently 
¶ Ind Cecilius Plinius cheweth in many piſtelles, 
that he loued his wyfe mooſt derely. in which piſtolles 
there is one wꝛiten vnto Hiſpula, his wiues awnt, whi 
che had bꝛought her vp, where he gyueth her great 
thankes, that ſhe ſo taught her and bzought vp, whan 
Ce was a chylde: andalſo ſhewed the cauſe why he lo- 
ured his wife ſo wel, wzitynge of his wife in this wile : 


moze ouer ſhe is greatly gyuen vnto lernyng, whiche 
fantaſy ſhe hath taken by the loue ſhe hath vnto me. 
She hath my bokes. and redeth, and lerneth the with⸗ 
out boke : and whan ſo euer I (hal pleade, ſhe is won⸗ 
ders careful: and whan Þ haue done,marueylous toys 
full. She ſetteth folkes to watche, howe J am lyked 
of the people, what countenaunce, what nopſe J cauſe 
them to make, what iudgement J get in the ende. And 
whan ſo euer Jreherſe alectoure,ſhe getteth her nerte 
vnto me, ſepetate from the other herers with a baple, 
and herkeneth mooſt diligently foz my pzayſes, She 
ſingeth my verſes,and playeth them on the * 
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teth Plinious. | 
¶ Ilate whan J was at Parts,and talked with Gui⸗ 
lielmus Budeus at his owne hous,and his wife come 
bye, where as we walked, a goodly perſon and a fayze, 
as a man ſhulde loke vpon, whiche as J coude deme 
by her comly maner and coũtenance.me thought ſhuld 
be both a pzudent and vertuous huſwyfc. So (he, af- 
ter ſhe had lalued her houſbande, with ſuche reuerence 
as a good woman ſhuld, and had welcommed me cur⸗ 
telly and honozably. J aſked him, if ſhe were his wee: 
pes fozlothe Tapthe he, this is mp wpfe, whyche (0 
diligently foloweth my pleaſure, that ſhe intreateth 
my bokes no woꝛſe than her owne chyldzen, bycauſe 
ſhe ſeeth me loue ſtudye ſo well. In whiche thynge me 
thynke her woꝛthye moze pꝛeyſe than was Plinius 
wyfe: in as moche as ſhe was lerned her l(cife, and 


this is nat. 


¶ Nowe howe moche moze honeſtly doth ſhe, than ſu⸗ 
che as dzawe theyꝛ houſbandes from ſtudy, and coun⸗ 
ſayle them to luker, playle, oꝛ other pleaſutes, that they 
map optapne parte them ſelfe, either of luker, plape.oʒ 
volupties, bycauſe they can get no parte of thep; ſtudy, 
Ind the foles knowe nat, howe moche moze ſure and 
berape plcaſure it were, to haue a wyſe man than a ri⸗ 
che oz voluptuous. Mozeouer they ſhuld lyue a great 
deale moze quietlpe with wyſe men, than with ignozant 
foles, that neuer had ſet the bꝛydell of reaſon to rule 
they; fantaſpes withall, which be fo2 the moze part ca⸗ 
ried quite a wap with ſuche motions as come tn they; 
myndes. Noz ſhe ſhulde loth in Un huſbande _ 


other maiſter teacheth her, but the loue ſhe hath vnto »1 
me, whiche is the beſt ſchole mailter of all. Thus wzp- * 
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ſtudy oz any thyng els.cither by wozdes, countenance, 
oz geſture, oz any maner of ſignes, ſhe ſhall loue all 
thynge in hym, haue all thynge in reverence, and ſet 


great ſtoze by it, what ſo euer he dothe, aſſent all thyng 


bnto hym, and beleue what ſo euet he ſayth. though he 
tolde that neither were true, noꝛ like to be,noz pꝛeſume 
aboue her houſbande in any maner thyng, ſhal tecken 
him her father, her lozde, her elder, her better, This 
ſhal ſhe both knowlege in dede. and make ſemblaunce 
of, Fo: howe can any loue oz frendſhyp ſtande, if thou 
bepng ryche, diſpyſe hym pooze: oꝛ fap:e thy ſelfe, loth 
hym beyng foule : oz thy ſelfe of great bloode, diſdayn 
hym as of lowe byzthe e Juucnall ſayth, There is no⸗ 
thynge more tollerable than a ryche wyfe. Saint Hieto⸗ 
nyme ſayth the ſame, waiting againſt Jouyniane. And 
Theophꝛaſt ſayth, It is a rourment to ſuffer a ryche wife. 
But J can nat beleue that, excepte they ſap,if ſhe be yll 
and lewde with all. Fez what a lewdnes is it, nat to 
conſyder howe vayne a thynge money is e fo? it is the 
byleſt of all thynge that men be pꝛoude of, But many 
lyght and frayle myndes wyl tyſe alofte with a lyttell 
wynde. Ah foole, dothe nat wedlocke make all thynge 
commen: Fo: if that frendſhyppe make all thing com⸗ 
men,howe moche moꝛe dothe maryage make common 
nat oncly they: money, but alſo frendes, kyns folke, 
and all thynge elles e Voherfoze the Nhomapnes (as 
Plutarche ſaythe) commaunded in they? lawes, that 
the houſband and wife ſhtilde gyue nothyng one vnto 
an other, bycauſe that neyther ſhuld reken any thynge 
pꝛyuatly they: owne. In a good commen wele Plato 
ſayth, that theſe wozdes, Myne and thyn, ſhulde be put 
awape, Than moche moze in a good houle oa” 
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che is thi the beſt, and moſt perfet,thereto moſt welth⸗ 
full, whan there is as one body vnder one head. Foz if 
it haue many heddes oz many bodtes,tt is lyke a mon⸗ 
ſter. Poze ouer, al is the houſbandes,and after the ſi⸗ 
militude of Plutarche, thoughe there be moze water 
than wyne in the cuppe, yet is all the mprture called 
wyne, ſo though the woman bꝛing neuer ſo moch with 
her, and the man neuer ſo lyttell, pet all is his. Fo: he 
[ mult nedes haue all that the woman hath, thathath 
her ſelfe and is her loꝛde. And thou mayſt here our loꝛd 
ſay to the: woman, thou ſhalt be in the rule of thy houſ⸗ 
band: and he ſhal haue tlie maiſtrie on the. No2 he is to be 
diſpiſed foz his fauoure.Foz thou haſt fauoure, and he 
bath the with thy fauoure. 

C_J wyll nat diſpute, howe ſklendera thyng beautie 
ts, whiche ſtandeth but onely in mennes opintons.Foz . 
ſhe that is fap:e in one mans ſight, is foule in an ↄ⸗ 
thers. Howe fraple, and vnto howe many teoperdies 
indangered, howe fletynge, and how vnſtable a thing 
is beautie, whan one agewe, one wart, oz one heare 
mapye of the mooſt goodly make the mooſt lothſome * 
And in men, no body deſyzeth ſuche grace of fayznes : 
but they thynke in a woman very comly, and pet ſhalt 
thou rede in the wyſe kinges ſapeng: Fauour is a diſ⸗ 
ceptfull thyng, and beautie is bayne. But the woman 
that dꝛedeth god, ſhe ſhalbe pzeyſed. Fynally, ſeynge 
that pe be one fleſhe, oz rather one perſon, bothe thou 
and thy houſbande, than can he neuer be foule that 
hath a fapze wpfe. Ind if thou wylte nat ſuppoſe ney⸗ 
ther the wyfe noz the houſvande to be fapze, Uertue a- 
lone is both beauty and noblenes. | | 
¶ IJ wyll let paſſe here, howe a athynge - — | 
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that they call noblenes.vohoſe opinion and eſtimation 
ſtandeth in the comen voice ot people, which is maiſter 
of all errours. But be thou neuer ſo noble.it thou ma⸗ 
rye to one bnnoble, thou arte made bnnobler than he: 
no: the wife can not bemozenoble than her houſband, 
Fo: that thing can nat be alowed in no kind of beaſtts. 
(The chyldzen haue the name of the father thzowe all 
the woꝛld, as of the bettet: and than if thou be very no⸗ 
ble, eyther muſt he be made very noble, oz thou vnnos 
ble. And in the Ciuile lawe the women haue they; dig⸗ 
nitie of they: houſbandes, and not of they; fathers, in 
ſo moche that thoſe that were commpyn of mooſt noble 
father, if they maryed vnto one of lowe degree, they 
were not called noble. Ind that appered well in the 
noble women of Rome, whyche dꝛoue out of the cha⸗ 
pell of chaſtitie. that was ozdapned fo: noble women, 
one Uirginia, commen of noble parentes, bycauſe ſhe 
was marycd vnto a man of lowe byꝛth: and therfoze 
they ſayde, ſhe was none ofthem, but of the common 
cate of people : nepther ſhe denyed that, noz was aſha⸗ 
med to be taken foz one of the lowe people,no; diſpiſed 
the common people in compariſon of the nobles,no; a- 
baſſhed to be called Utrginia Uolunmus wife, 

¶ Aiſo Coznelta, doughter vnto Scipio, whan ſhe 
was maryed vnto an houſe, whiche was in dede great 
and famous, and honozable: howe be hit, nothpng a= 
ble to be compared with her fathers, bepng her ſelfe of 
the beſt bloode in Rome, and one the mooſte chiefe of 
that bloode, doughter of Dcipto, whiche was the con⸗ 
querour of Affrike.the pꝛince of the Senate, and al the 
people of Rome. and alſo of all the wozlde mooſte er- 


cellent, thoughlhe had to her mother Emtlya, N. 
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of the bloode of the Empylians, the mooſte honourable 
and famous, bothe in Rome, and all the wozlde: pes 
ſhe hauynge ſo great honoure, bothe of fathers ſyde 
of mothers, had leauer euer be called Cornelia Grace 
chi, by her houſbandes name, than Cornelia Scipionis, 
Toherfoze ſome were diſcontent, whiche foz honour v⸗ 
ſed to call her Cornelia Scipionis, by her fathers name. 
¶ Theſta, ſyſter vnto the elder Dioniſtus the tyzant 
of Spꝛacuſe, was maried to one Phtlorenus, whiche 
whan he had gone about to do a diſpleaſure vnto Dio 
niſius,and was ſpied and conſtrained tofleout of Dis 
cille, this Theſia his wife was ſent foz by thekyng her 
b:other,and tebuked of him, bycauſe ſhe dyd not diſco 
uer her houſbades flyght vnto him. vohy( ſaid ſhe)we- 
neſt thou that Þ were lo vile and abiect, that if I had 
knowenof his going. J wold not a gone with al, a fo= 
lowed him, # ben rather p wyke ol Philorenus the ous 
law in any place in the wozld, than king Dioniſius ſy 
ſter here at home in my countrep:And al the Siracuſi 
ans had iu gret reuerence this gaye # vertuous minde 
of hets. Ind whi the tyꝛans were banyſhed, they both 

wozſhipped her in her life, a honoured after her deth. 
¶ Mar the wyfe of Maximilian the emperour, wht=- - 
che had by her father of inheritance all Flanders and 
icardye,and the people ſet nought by the ſymple and 
ofte diſpoſition of Maximilian, and ſewed fo; al their 
matters bnto Mary his wyfe, pet wolde ſhe neuer de⸗ 
tetmyne any thynge without her houſbandes adupſe, 
whole wpll ſhe reckened euer fozalawe, though ſhe 
myght wel inough haue ruled # oꝛdened al as ſhe lyſt, 
with his good wyll: which vled to ſuffer of his mylde 
Comacke any thynge chat (he lyſt, vnto his good and 
Z. ill. pzudens 
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pzudent wyke, # that is her owne goodes. Do Mary 
by obeyeng her houſbande,and regarding him lo wel, 
b:ought hym in to greatauctozite, and made the peo⸗ 
ple moze obedyent vnto them both, as thoughe their 
powers were incteaſed and ayded either by other. And 
theſe duties be in the mpnde. 

¶ Nowe mult weibzydel the tonge. which if the minde 
be wel bꝛideled, it ſhal rule it wel inough. Foz the cauſe 
why many woms be ratle ok tonge, is bycauſe they can 
not rule theit mindes. Foz tre occupieth them hole, and 
plucketh out of frame, noz ſuffreth any parte of them 
torule it ſelte: and therfoze haue they neither meaſure 
noz reaſon in their chidynge and ſcoldynge, Foz they 
be put beſpde all reaſon and diſcretion, whan the fyze 
hath catched all to gether and made his owne, whiche 
ſoone increaſeth in (ofte tymber and apte foꝛ fyꝛe, wher 
of commeth ragyng, both of ſtomacke and tonge with 
out meaſure. Which J haue ofte wondzed on, and that 
in very good and honeſt women, in whome, ſauynge 
this one byte, there lacketh neither chaſtitie noꝛ good⸗ 
nes, manyfolde and great vertues. Vet haue J miſſed 
in them moderation and temperance of ire and lan⸗ 
guage: in ſo moche that J haue bene aſhamed of it, 
though none ok it hath pertayned to me, but bene a⸗ 
mong thoſe that haue ben very ſtrangers to me at leſt 
if one Chziſten body ought to bea ſtranger vnto an o⸗ 
ther. Thertoꝛe as it is a harde vertue foz a woman to 
tempet her tonge, ſo verily it is the moſt goodly vertu 
that can belonge to any. Whiche thyng (he ſhal eaſely 
do, it ſhe abyde in her owne power, no; ſuffer her ſelle 
to be catied away with her owne fanteſies, as it — 
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with ſtoꝛmes of wether. Ind this lette her ofte call to 
mynde ſpecially, and poutpoſe whpyle ſhe is ſafe and in 
her owne power, that ik ſhe chaunce to falle at woꝛdes 
with her houſbande, ſhe rebuke not no2 diſpꝛeyſe either 
his kynne, oꝛ perſon, oz conditions, oz his lyfe, whiche 
thyng ſhe woteth ſhuld greue his ſtomacke. Foz ik he 
be angred with ſuche a thynge, he wyll bothe be wozle 
to reconcyle,and after that he is agreed agayne, yet as 


ofte as that woꝛde cometh vnto his remembzaunce, he 


wyll neuer loke merily on her, beſyde the diſpleaſure 
that it is to god. Foz our loꝛde ſayth in the goſpell of 
Matthew: ho lo ſayth vnto his bzother Racha, that 
is to ſaye, bzaynles, (hall be accuſable vnto the coun⸗ 
ſaplc : and he that ſayth fole, ſhall be dampnable vnto 
the pyt of fyze. Nowe than conſpder what thou ſhalte 


haue, that makeſt that great raylyng, not onely on thy 
bzother, but alſo thy father, # as moch as lycth in the, 


on the deputy of god and all thy kyn, Ind if thy houl⸗ 
bande lape any ſuche thyng vnto thy charge, be wyle 
that it abyde nat in thy remembꝛaunce, but ſuffer it paz 
cientlp: and whan he is commen vnto him ſelf againe, 
thou ſhalte optayne great thanke of him koꝛ thy ſuffe⸗ 
taũce, and ſhalt tourne his furious mynde vnto good: 


Wat. J. 


and ſhalte haue hym the moze gentyll after warde, and 


eaſyet to deale with, 

¶ Terence, whoſe pourpoſe was none other, but to 
expꝛeſſe the conditions of the woꝛlde in his comedyes, 
wꝛiteth ofa chaſt and honeſt pong womi in this wile: 
She. as becometh an honeſte woman, ſhamkaſt, ſad, 
and demure, ſufkred all the iniuries and kautes of her 
houſband, and kept cloſe the diſpleſures. And foꝛ theſe 
caules, the houlbandes mynde tourned agapne 1 
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bis wyke, from whoſe loue he abhozred. Ind that was 
the counſayle of the wyſe nource in Dencke the poet, 
whyche ſhe gaue bnto Octauia the wyfe of Nero, 
ſapenge: Uainqupſſhe thy cruell houſbande rathes 
with obedyence. 
¶ Noꝛ let not a woman caſte in her houſbandes tethe 
any benetytte done vnto him by her, whiche is an vn- 
ſyttynge and diſplcaſant thynge, yea amonge thoſe 
that be nothynge of kynne together: and he that ca- 
fteth his benefite in an other mannes teth, loleth his 
thanke that he ſhulde haue had. Foz he hath ſtrycken 
it out of the others harte. 
¶ Pozecouer if thou colider wel.there can be no bene⸗ 
kite done by the to thyn houſbande. to whom thou arte 
bounden as moch, as vnto thy father oz thy ſelf other. 
Noz any good woman wyll make moche reherſall of 
her kynred, oz goodes, whiche thyng wpl lightly werp 
her houſbande, beynge neuer ſo louynge. The poet 
Auuenall ſayth, that he had leauer haue a pooze wo- 
man, and of lowe byꝛth, than Coznelia the doughtex 
of Scipio Iffkrican,(of whole vettues we haue ſpoken 
here befoze) if ſhe be pꝛoude and ſtately of her fathers 
noblenes : Foz he ſayth in this wyſe: 

I had leauer haue a poore Venuſyne 
Than the, Cornelia mother vnto Gracchis, 
If thou brynge with thy uertues fyne 
Proude lokes, and reken up triumphis. 
Away with Anuiball I praye the, in armit 
Ouercomen,and Syphax uanquyſſhed 
And with holle Carthage all together flyted. 


C The ſage man Plutarche commaundeth, that in 
the begynnynge ol marpage all occaſions of —_ 
uld 
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ſhuld be efchewcd, whan the loue is yet nat well knitte 
together, and ts yet tender and weake, and ealye to 
bꝛeabe with any lyttyti cauſe, as a veſſell newe made 
wyl a ſonder with a ſmall knocke. Noz let her not chide 
a bed. Foz where ſhulde they lay awaye theyꝛ diſplea⸗ 
ſure, if they make that place troubleſome, and combe⸗ 
rous with ſcoldynge, whiche is moſt mete foꝛ ldur and 
toncoꝛde, and as it were, coꝛtupteth the medicine, that 
the diſeaſe of the mynde ſhulde be holpen with e / 


io owe Pe ſpul de fpne befwene her BouſBande and her ſelfe 
prmatefy. The, vi, Chaptre. 


T were nat vnmete foz this place, to reherſe, howe 
ſhe ought to be haue her in pztuitie and ſecretly vn⸗ 
to her houſband, betwene him and her. 
CFy:ftlether vnderſtand, that they that were wonte 
to make ſacrifice 'vnto Juno, whome they called the 
euler and ouetſeer of wedlocke, neuer offred the galf 
in ſacrifyce that they made, but toke it out of the beaſt, 
and caſt it away behynde the alter, ſygnyfyenge that 
there ought to be neither diſpleſure, no; any bytternes 
amonge maryed couples, Alſo they were wont to cou⸗ 
ple Uenus and Mercury together in mariage, as a 
pleaſure and myꝛth. Foz the wyfe ſhulde couple and 
bynde her houſbande vnto her euery day moze and 
moze, with het pleaſant and gentyl conditions. Foꝛʒ no⸗ 
thyng doth moze dzaw #entyce vnto it, than doth plea; 
ſant c6ditions #Cvete ſpeche.J wiſe womi ſhuld haue 
in mynde mery tales, #hiſtozies (how be it yet honeſt) 
wherwith ſhe may refreſhe her houſband,+ make hym 
mery,whanhe is wery. And alſo ſhe ſhall lerne pꝛecep⸗ 
tes of wyledome io exhoztehym bnto vertue,o; _ 
Jv. 1 bY ym 
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him from vice with al, and ſome ſage ſctences agaynſt 
the aſſautes aud rages of both foꝛtunes, both to pluck 
downe her houſbandes ſtomacke, ik he be pꝛoude of 
pꝛoſperite and welth:and to comfozte and coꝛage hym, 
it he be ſtryken in heuynes with aduerſite. Do Placi⸗ 
dia daughter vnto Theodoſtus, the emperoure,whan 
her houſbande Athaulpus the kiuge ofthe Gothians, 
was in purpoſe vtterlp todiſtroy Rome, and the name 
of Romanes, with herſwete eloquence and pleaſaunt 
bchauour, bzought hym out of that vngratious pur- 
pole,and ſaued her cauntrey. 1 

¶ And agapne the wife ſal makeherhouſbad a coũ⸗ 
(ayle of all her ſozowes and cares: ſo that they be mete 
to tell a wyle man of. She ſhal take hym onely fo; her 
companyon and talkyng felowe,counſellour, maiſter, 
and lozdc, aud vtter vnto hym all her thoughtis, and 
teſt in him.Foz theſe thinges make loue and concoꝛde. 
Fo: lightly we loue them, whom we tell our counſaple 
vnto, and as it were vnlade vs of our thoughtes, 
and in whom wetruſte moche. Ind lyghly folkes loue 
them agayne,.of whome they tecken them ſelfe loued 
and truſted. 

I wyſe woman ſhall as moche as ſhe maye. ſerche 
dilygently, whether her houſbande haue aup yll ſuſ⸗ 
pection in her, wheder there be any ſparkes of auger, 
02 hate, 02 any temnantes oz tokens of them lefte in 
his mynde: if thete be any luche thynge, lette her las: 
bout to get it out er it growe greatter. Fozthelethyn- 
ges incteaſe label with a lyttell cauſe, Let her ther⸗ 
foe get this out of her, houlbandes mynde by gentyll 
meaues and contente hym agapne, Foz vnknowen 
ſyckeneſles increaſe and diſtrope the þody ſoner, than 
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thoſe that appere.Lette het nat ſtryue to plucke it out, 
no: handle it harde, leſt ſhe faſten it the moze ſure in. 
whan ſhe may better auopde it without anp peine,that 
is to ſay, without complaynt, and without grudgyng. 
Noz let her nat thynke, that either god 02 man is cons 
tent with her, whyle her houſbande is diſpleaſed with 
her. Our loꝛde ſaythe in the goſpell: It thou come to 
do thyne offrynge at the alter and there temembꝛe that 
any diſpleaſure is yet remapnynge betwene thy bꝛo⸗ 
therand the, lay downe thyne offrynge there, and go 
be agreed fy:(t with thy bzother, and after offer that 
vnto god, that thou intẽdeſt. Foz thou calleſt fo: peace 
of god in vapne, as longe as thy frende is not pleaſed 
with the, but moche moze it thy houſbande be nat. 
¶ what ſo euer is ſpoken in the chambꝛe and the holy 
bed of wedlocke, let her take good hede, to kepe moze 
ſecrete and cloſe, than the ſacrifice of Ceres in Elewce 
was kept, 02 miſteries of any other god oz goddes.Foz 
what madnes is it to bable out ſuch thinges,as ought 
to be kepte ſo ſecrete : The wyſe people of Athens, 
whan they had warre with Phylyp kynge of Mace⸗ 
dony; and had taktu letters of his.ſente vnto his wyfe 
Olempias, they wolde nat ſuffre them to be opened 
and red, bycauſe they teckened the ſectetes of wedlocke 
to be, as thep be in dede. holy, and to be kept in pxtuitie 


noꝛ to be conuenpent to commpne them abzode, oz to 


be knowen of other folkes, than of the wyfe and her 


houſ bande. And therfoze they ſente the letters vnton⸗ 


ched buto Wacedone, vnta the quene. woherfo je they 
were wozthy to haue thepz wyues both to kepe fayth 
and counlayle with them, Nowe if they dyd that vnto 


they2 enempe armed agapnſt them, howe moche moze 
| f. ii. is it 
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ts it koʒ the to do it vnto thy houſbande: Pozcia wyfe 
vnto Bzutus p:oued her owne pacience with a woũde 
whether ſhe coude kepe counlaple of great matters 
02 nat. Ind whan ſhe ſawe ſhe coude hyde the wounde 
and kepe it ſecrete, than was ſhe ſo bolde as to aſke of 
her houſbande, what he ſtudied fo carcfully vpon : 
And whan he had tolde her howe they purpoſe to ſlea 
. . Ceſar, ſhe kepte her as well as anp that was ok the 
ſame counſaple. * 7 Ai O15 10 
¶ Neyther the wyfe ought only to loue her houſband 
her ſelfe, but alſo to ſe, that ſhe make nat other folkes 
to hate hym, oz bzynge him in to any ieoperdy. by cau⸗ 
ſynge hym to be enuied thꝛough her meanes. Noz let 
nat her vſe her houſbande to be het page, and reuenge 
all iniuties done vnto her, except it be the parel of cha- 
ſtitie, whiche is the moſt pzecious thynge that a wo⸗ 
man can haue. | | 
¶ Jfany bodyhaueſpoken wozdes of diſpleaſure oz 
diſhoneſty vnto her, oꝛ done a thynge that map ſem̃e to 
greue her tendet mynde, let her nat ronne ſtreyght to 
her houſbande, and kendell his ſtomacke with fyrye 
woꝛdeg, ſuche as angte is wonte to cauſe. X godd wo⸗ 
man Mall take all ſuche thynges paciently, and ſhall 
reken her ſelfeſafc and ſure inoughe. as longe as her 
chaſtitte is holle and vntouched: which ik it be poluted, 
there is nothyng to be teckened pure. | 

¶ She ſhali vſe in chaumbꝛe nat onely chaſte beha⸗ 
uour, but alſo ſhamfaſtnes. And let her teinember that 
the is a wyfe, in whome Plutarth wolde haue bothe 
great loue and gret demurenes coupled and ioyned to⸗ 
gether. They lap that the queenes of Perſe were wont 
£0 tzepe pʒiuate and ſober feaſtis with their houſbades 


but 
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but as fo in wanton bankettes came none but ſyn⸗ 
gers, myn(trelles,aud concubpnes, wedlocke was had 
in ſuche reuerence. Fo: as the noble pꝛince was wonte 
to ſap. A wife was a name of dignite and nat of bodylp 
luſt:ſo the houſband is a name of touplyng and affinis 
tie, as J haue declared. | 
¶ No: the houſbandes ought nat to gyue them ſelfe 
vnto ouer moch pleaſure,no2 to delite in any companp 
but they: wyues, but our purpoſe is nat here to teache 
the houl bandes. Dowe be it, it is nat conuenient foz 
them to be maſters of wãtonnes and lechery vnto their 
wyues. Ind let them euer remembze this ſayenge of 
Xyſtus the philoſopher: He is an adulterar with his 
wyfe, who ſo is oucr excedynge and ouer hote a {ouer. 
And let him obey the apoſtle Paule,ſayeng vnto houſ⸗ 
bandes, that they ſhulde haue their wyfes as vellels of 
generation inholynes, and not in vnlekull concupil⸗ 
cence 02 iminoderate, as the pagans do, that knowe 
nat god. The ſpouſe in the canticles calleth his ſpouſe 
ſyſtet, tothe entent to make his loue moze meſurable: 
but we wyll returne agayne vnto women. | 
¶ Lette them nat defoylethe holy and honeſtebcdof 
wedlocke with fylthy and lecherous actes. The chaſt 
wyke of Spartane. whan ſhe was aſked, ik ſhe vſed to 
go vnto her houſbande, Nay perde ( ſayd ſhe) but he 
vnto me. Foz the chaſt woman neuer pꝛouoked the luſt 
of her houſbande. noꝛ vſed the bodily pleaſure, but foz 
her houlbandes pleaſure, 5 | 
77. Pollio wꝛiteth, that Zenobia the quene 
Paliny:a,a very welferned and a wiſe woman was 
of ſo great chaſtitie, that ſbe wolde nat lye with her 
houſbande, without ſhe had pzoucd befoze whether ſhe 
2 d iti. | wete 


1. Tbeſ. 4. 


— — — — ——— 2 — — „ — = — — 


THE INSTRYCTION OF 


were with chylde oꝛ no. Foz whan ſhe had lyen with 
hym. ſhe wolde tarye her tyme, to ſe whether ſhe had 


- conceyued : and it ſhe had nat, than was ſhe contente 


to ſuffre het houſbandes wil agayne, who wold think, 
that this woman had any luſt oz pleaſure in her body ? 
This was a woman wozthy to be had in honour and 
teuerence, whiche had no moze pleaſure in her natural 
partes, than in her tote oꝛ her fynger. She had bene 
woꝛthy to haue bozne childzen withouten mans com- 
pany, whiche neuer deſyꝛed it, but only foꝛ childzen : 02 
els to haue bzought them koꝛth without peyne, whiche 
gate them without pleaſure, But one of our chziſten 
women, called Cthelffryda, a quene of Englande, dyd 

a greatter acte, whiche after ſhe had bozne one chylde. 

neuer laye moze with her houſband. Ind yet one Edel⸗ 

th:udis, quene of the ſame counttep, palled her: whi⸗ 

che had had, if, houſbandes, and made them bothe to 

kepe perpetuall chaſtitie. There were alſo other cou⸗ 

ples, that lyued together without carnall dealpng, as 

Henticus Bauarus, the p2tnce of Rome, and Sene⸗ 

gunda his wyfc; Fulianus the mattyz, and Baſilia 

his wyfe: and in the cytyeof Alexander Chzyſanthus; 

and Daria his wyfe : and Amos with his wyfe, Foz 

theſe holy folkes'bnderſtode well tnough, that thynge 

whiche is wziten of wyſe men, that the bodely pleaſure 

is vnwoꝛthy this excellent nature of ours, whiche we 

haue of the ſoule. And therfoꝛe euery body diſpiſeth it 

the moꝛe, and caſteth it away, the moe that he hath of 
that excellencie of the ſoule, and the nigher that he is to 
god, and other heuenly mpndes, nepther wyll vſe this 
pleaſure often, excepte it be ſuche as haue but beaſtly, 
vyle, and abiecte mpndes, and haue taken ä 1 
| ile 
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byle nature, and verap litle of that high and celeſtiall 
nature. You wyues, whan you put of your linockes, 
put on ſhamefaſtnes, and kepe — day and 
night, both in company of other men and of pour houl 
bandes, both in the lyght and in the darke, that mooſt 
honeſt bayle of nature. Let neuer god. let neuer angel⸗ 
les. let neucr your owne conſcience eſpy you bare of the 
couet of ſhamefaſtnes. Foz there is nothynge moze 
foule and lothſome, tha you be, if you be naked of that 
Couer. The wyſe and (ad poet Heſiodus wolde nat 
haue women to put ot their ſmockesſin the nyghtes,by 
cauſe the nightes be the ummoztal goddes. 


Ofieokoſp, Tbe. vii £Þaptre, 


Icero callcth ieoloſp after thopinion of the ſto- 
icke philoſophers, a care of a mans mynde, leſt 
an other ſhulde haue as well as he, thatthynge, whi⸗ 


che hym ſelke wolde entoye alone, It is called alſo a 


feare,leſt an other man ſhulde haue in commen with 
him that thyng. which he wold haue to be ſeuerallyhis 
owne. wohat woꝛdes fo euer they expounde it with, vez 
rely it is aſoze vexation and agonp. and a verap cruell 
ty:;annie, whiche as longe as it tapneth and rag 


in the houl bandes harte, lette the wpfe neuer hope to 


haue peaſe. It were better foz them both to be deade, 
than any of them to fall in to ieoloſp, but ſpecially the 
man. wohnt peines oz tofiriment can be compared, both 
fo; hym that is vered with the inquietnes of icololp, 
and hym ok whom the feare is © Therof ryſeth gro⸗ 
nynge,complapnynge, cryenge, with hate both ol hym 
ſelfe and other, and perpetuall ſuſpection of harme, 


ond chydyng,bzaulyng, fyghtynge, yea and alſo _ 
| er. 
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der. Foz we haue both red and hard tell of many, that 
haue ſlayne thcyz wyues, moued onely with zeoloſp. 
The whiche affection dothe alſo rage wylde beaſtis: 
Fo; Iriſtotell wzptcth, that the lyon wpll all to teare 
the lyones, if he take her in aduoutry. Ind J mp ſelfe. 
with many other mo, haue ſeen the Cocke wanne kpll 
his henne, bycauſe (he folowed another cocke. Ther⸗ 


- © fozelctthe woman laboure withall her power, leſt this 
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fantaly come vpon her houſbande: oz it it come vpon 
hym, to get hym out of it, and cauſe hym to leaue it. 
And that ſhall ſhe do onely by one meane, that is if 
ſhe nepther ſaye noz do, that her houſbande map take 
ſuſpytion of. Daynt Paule, ſaint Hieronyme, Iri- 
ſtotle. and many other great and wyſe men counſayle 
very well, that folkes neyther do pll, no any thynge 

that longcth to pI, 
¶ Parauenture thou wylte ſay, that this is an harde 
thyng. Foz who can rule other mennes ſuſptiouſnes. 
Yes, many wapes. Fyꝛſte if thou lyue chaſtly,and that 
is the tedyeſt wape. Foz tyme eucr bzyngeth fozthe the 
trouthe, aud tyme cauſeth the falſchode to fade and 
vanyſche away, and confermeth and ſtrengtheth the 
ttouth. It thou be good. and haue a ieolous houſband, 
pct mayſte thou hope that he wyll put awaye that vn⸗ 
quietnes of mynde. But and thou be noughte, beſure 
that that fantaſye ſhall never go from hym, but ta⸗ 
cher incteaſe dayly. Fynally; if thou ſuffer thy houſ⸗ 
bandes teoloſy gyltles, thou atte happy, if gylty. thau 
arte vnhappy. Therfoze ſhalte thou bothe loue thyne 
bouſuand, and laboute that he may perceyue hym ſelfe 
loued: but beware that thou vſe no fapnynge noꝛ diſ⸗ 
ſpmulation; Foz than the moze craftely thãt he a 
| Fre 
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the diſſemble, the moze ſoze wyll he hate the. Foz fap- Dh, 
ninge neuer lyghtly cometh to the poynt that it is pur⸗ 


poſed : but foz the moze parte clene contrary. 
CF gyue women often warnynge, and ofte in dede 
they nede warnynge, and moche moze the men, that 
they diſcepue nat them ſelfe, ſuppoſynge to be no fo:ce, 
whether one do a thynge in dede. oz ſeme to do it. Foz 
they be but foles and ignoꝛante, that wene they ſhall 
alter the nature of thynges with colozynge and kay⸗ 
nynge. Let her ſhewe her (elfe nat only to loue no man 
ſo well as her houſbande, but alſo to loue none other 
at all but hym. It ſhe loue any other, let it be but foz 
her houſbandes ſake: oz if ſhe can nat loue her houſ⸗ 
bandes frendes, pet let her nat hate them. Foz there be 
many men, that can be well content, and there to bety 
gladde. to haue al other thinges in common with their 
wyues, except frendes. Ind in the ſame mynde be wy⸗ 
tes to, as concernynge their maydes, and other womẽ 
that they loue. wohan ſhe is fozthe abzode, let her vie 
great demurenes, neptherloue gladly to kepe compa- 
ny,- 02 common with other womens houſbandes, ney⸗ 
ther with women that haue a noughtye name, neyther 
abyde the ſyght of any baude: as foz letters, lette her 
neyther gyueno2 recepue, her houſbande vnknowyng. 
Let her ſpeke but lytell of other womens houſbandes. 
neither pꝛayſe theyz fayznes, oz any good pꝛopertie of 
their perſon, neither gladly giue an eare vnto any that 
pꝛayſeth them, no; loke moche vpon them, neyther do 
any thynge afoze them, that ſhulde be occaſion to any 
body to ſuſpecte vll. Theſe muſte I nedes ſaye.bycaule 
that J wold ſhe ſhuld nat only eſchewe harme, but al⸗ 
ſo euetp thyng that beareth the en * 6 
ꝛ0we 
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¶ Nowe will I ſpeke of the womans icololy, which if 
ſhe haue any, J wyll nat greatlye go about moche re⸗ 
medye, to get it away, ſo it be nat to moche and to vio- 
tent, and trouble peace ot all the houſe, and vere her 
houſbande. Foz it it were ſuche, than it were good foz 
to ſeke remedy. Fyꝛſte and fozmoſt let the woman con⸗ 
ſyder. that her houſband is her lozde, no; that ſhe may 
do by tyght all that he mape. Foz the man is nat ſo 
moche bounde as the woman to kepe chaſtitie.at leaſte 
wapes by the la wes of the wozlde, fo: by goddes lawe 
both be bounde in lyke. Let her conſider, that the man 
Ipucth moꝛe at libertie than the woman, and hath moze 
to care foꝛe. Fo: ſhe hath nothynge to ſe to, but her ho⸗ 
neſtye. Lette her ſtoppe her cares vnto ſuche, as tell 
her pll of her houſbande, and thyntze they do it but to 
pykeathanke. - 

C Hermpone, wyfe vnto Cadmus the kynge of The⸗ 
bis, whan ſhe had gone from her houſbande, moued 
by ieololy, ſhe complayneth and fozoweth in the tra- 
gcdp of Euripides the poet, ſapeng, that moche reſozte 
of women bnto her had vndone her, bycauſe ſhe had 
gyuen lyſtenynge and credence vnto thoſe ſklande- 
rars, Thertoꝛe if a womã purpoſeto fozſake her houſ⸗ 
bande fo: his concubines, o els fo; to bzaule ſoʒe with 
hym, let her call vnto remembꝛance the woꝛdes, that 
a cettayne man ſpake ones,whan he chaſed a fugityue 
ſcruant that he had, and he ran in to the backe houſe: 


Jam glad (ſayd he) to ſe the thete as J wold haue put 
the, and J had catched the: ſo let the wyfe thynzke, that 
ſhe coude do nothyng that ſhuld moze pleaſe her houl⸗ 
bandes concubpne, than if ſhe ronne from her houle 
and her houlbande, ozels be at debate with hym. 8 02 
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than ſhe wyl thynke to haue his fauour the moze, wha 
ſhe ſeeth his wyfe caſte it of with her frowatdnes, be⸗ 
ſyde the ſpeche of people, whiche thynge is wozlſe foz 
a woman, than to ſuffre any kyndeof peyne with her 
houſbande. | 
¶ we rede in ſtozyes, that yonge and newe maryed 
women, whan their houſdandes many tymes fozthe 
loue ot huntynge hath lapne out all night, they haue 
ſulpected them with other woine, and folowed them in 
the woddes and fozeſtis, and there in the darke haue 
ben kylled with artowes, and tozne with dogges, in 
the ſteade of wylde beaſtis, and ſuffered gret peyne foz 
theyz curious ieoloſp. But howe moche moze curtelly 
and wpſely dyd Tertia Empylia, wyfe vnto Iffricane 
the fy:ſte, whiche whan ſhe ſawe that her houſbande 
had a fantaſye vnto one of her maydes, diſſembled the 
matter, leſte ſhe ſhulde ſeme to condempne of inconti⸗ 
nency the vanquiſſher of the wozlde, and the pzynce of 
her coũtrep, and alſo her ſelf of impacience, that coude 
not ſuffre a wzonge of her houſbande, whiche was the 
nobleſte man of the wozlde in his tyme, But bycauſe 
no man ſhulde thynke, that ſhe kepte any grutche in 
her harte, ſhe maried that ſame woman. that had bene 
her houſbandes concubyne, bnto an honeſt man of her 
owne ſeruauntes, ſuppoſpnge, that if folkes departed 
out of this Ipfe, haue any remembzaunce oz felynge of 
woꝛldly matters, that dede ſhulde be a great pleaſure 
vnto her houſbandes ſoule, 
¶ This wple women knewe wel inough. that ſhe was 
the wyfe and the lady of the houſe, whether ſo euer her 
houſbande went. And if ſhe ſhulde beare any grudge, 


that her houlbande ſhulde lye with other women, that 
b. ii. were 
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were but a fantaſy of bodely pleaſure,and nat of loue. 
Mozeouer, if the wyfe ſhulde take diſpleaſure with 
her houſbande, ſhe ſhulde but pzouoke hym the moze : 
and if ſhe ſuffre hym, ſhe ſhall the ſoner reclapme hym, 
and ſpecially whan he doth perceyue and compare to 
gether het gentyl maners,and his concubynes vnrea⸗ 
ſonable p:yde : fo: ſo Terence, a peynter and dcclarer 
of the woꝛldes conditions. wziteth in the comedy called 
Hecyza, that Pamphilus was gotten from Bacchts 
his concubyne, whom he loued ſo well: and bzought a- 
waye his mynde vnto his wyfe after that he had ones 
conſydered and knowen well hym ſelfe, and Bacchis, 
and his wyfe that was at home eſtemynge bothe they: 
maners as they were in dede, how his wyke was, as an 
honeſte woman ought to be, ſober. demure, a ſhamkaſt: 
and howe ſhe ſuffred all the harmes and wꝛonges that 
her houl bande dyd vnto her and kepte het dilplealſure 
in cloſe:than his mynde by lytel and lytell ouercomen, 
partly with pitte, that he had on his wyke, partly with 
mꝛonges done by Bacchis fell cleane out from Bac⸗ 
chis, and tourned all his loue vnto his wyfe, ſeyng ſhe 


was ok conditions accozdynge to his appetite, Thus 


ſayth Tetence. 

C Neyther J wyl let paſſe the dedes of that noble wo⸗ 
man, whiche whan her houſband was taken with loue 
of an other mans wyfe, and ſhe ſawe him go dayly vn⸗ 
to her with teoperdp of his life, bycauſe of the womans 
houſbande and her bzetherne, that laye ſtyll in watche 
foz hym.ſayd bnto her houſbande in this maner: Sy; 
I ſe pou can nat begotten away from the loue of that 
woman, neyther J wyll require that of you, J deſpꝛe 
you onely that you loue nat with ſo great teopordyeof 


pour 
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pour lyfe:ſhe ſapth ſhe wpl be content to goo with you · 
Therkoze bzynge her home vnto pour owne caſtell, 
and J ſhall leaue her all this the moſt goodlyeſt parte 
of the place, and go mp ſelke in to an other, and J pꝛo⸗ 
myſe pou of mp fapth, to entreate her none other wyſe 
than myne owne lyſter: if pou fynde contrarye, dꝛyue 
me out of thehouſe, and let her abyde. So in conclu⸗ 
ſpon ſhe petſuaded her houſbande: and bpon a nyght 
he bzoughte his concubyne in to his caſtell, ſoze trem⸗ 
blyng and kearynge her loucrs wyke. But ſhe receyued 
her moſt gentelly and courteſy, and bzoughte her in to 
her chambze, noz neuer called her but ſyſter, and ſente 
vnto her twplea day, and commaunded ſhe ſhulde be 
entreated moze tenderly and dapntely than her owne 
ſelfe, without any token of hate either in wozd oz dede. 
Than ſayde ſhe vnto her houſbande: Nowe map pou 
ble pour loue with leſſe care and ieoperdy. So the ma, 
ok an holle pere came nat at his wife, whiche was both 
kapꝛer and moze noble of byzth, and honeſte, and in all 
poyntes moze goodly than his concubyne. what ſhe 
thought in her ae god knoweth: but as farre 
as men coude percepue, ſhe tokeno diſpleaſure with 
the matter at all, ſpectally after ſhe had rydde her houl 
bande out of teoperdy, Moche was ſhe in thechurche, 
and moch in pꝛaper, and euery man knewe wel inough 
her trouble, but no man knewe that euer ſhe grutched 
oz complapned, Within a pere, this man tourned his 
mynde hollp vnto his wyfe, and beganne to hate his 
concubyne deadly, and at the laſt put her away, and ſet 
all his loue vpon his wyfe, in ſo moche that euer after 
he lapd that all his mynde, his lyfe, and his harte was 
in het, and nowe he ſayth, he l lyue longe _ 
Ann 


— — —_— Y 


— — — 


Tur INSTRYCTION OF 


if it hulde chaunceher to dye. J wyll nat name tem, 
bycauſe they be both on lyue. 7 

4 T heſe examples haue I bꝛought of them that haue 
an euident cauſe of ieoloſp. Foz as foz them that be nat 
ſure of any cauſe, and vnteaſonable, and intollerable, 
and cauſe great vexation, both vuto their ſelte and vn⸗ 
to their houlbandes, foꝛ an offence, that they wottenot 
whether it be ſo oz not. as many do, whiche either loue 
inoꝛdinatlip.oꝛʒ folowe their owne fantaſtes oyer moch. 
they cake lyght ſuſpitiouſnes and feble coniectures, 
fo; great and cuident argumentes. It her houſbande 
bourde with an other woma, let nat the wyfe ſtreighte 
ſuſpecte, that he loucth her, A great parte of this af- 
fection commeth of beleue, and tyſeth okter of opini⸗ 
on and ſuſpection, than matter in dede, Therfozelette 
not the woman bs taken with euery lyght ſuſpection, 
whiche ought nat to be moued 02 agreued though ſhe 
knewe any thyng in dede. - 


Of raymentes, The. viii, Chqapire. 


Av rayment in.lyke wyſe as all othcr thynges 
oughte tobe referred bnto the houſbandes wyll, 
ik he lyke ſymple tayment, let her be content to weare 
it. Foz it ſhe deſyꝛe moꝛe goodly and coſtly, than it ap⸗ 
— that ſhe ttymmeth not her ſelfſo moche foz her 
oulbandes eies as other inennes: whiche is no poynt 
of an honeſt woman what (huld a womã do with gold 
0: ſiſuer, that is a Chaiſten woma. and alſo whoſe houſ 
band deliteth nat therin / Thou woman, wylt thou not 
applye thy ſelf vnto Chnſtes ray ment at thy houſban⸗ 
des byddyng, whiche oughteſt, if he wold haue it ſo, to 
weare the deuylles ha byte? 
Sant 
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¶ Sapnt Ambzoſe ſpeaketh of payntinge in this ma⸗ 
ner. Hereof (ſaythe he) cometh thoſe tnflampnges of 
vyces, to paynte they? faces with colours, leſte men 
ſhulde myllyke them, and with the adultery of they? 
face, they go aboute adulterp of theyz bodye, What a 


madnes is it, to chaungethenaturall ymage,and take - 


a picture:and whiles they feare thetrhouſbandes iuge 
ment, to vtter they; ownee Fo: ſhe gyueth lyꝛſte iuge⸗ 
ment of her ſeite, that wolde be other wyſe than the 
was bozne: and ſo while ſhe gothe aboute to be lyked 
of other, fyʒſt of all ſhe dillyketh het lelfe, 

¶ Saynt Ambꝛole in theſe woꝛdes cheweth what his 
mynde is, if the houſbande haue nat ſpeciallye com⸗ 
maunded his wyfe to do ſo. Neyther any wyſe man 
wyll commaunde it, But it he do commaunde, 02 if ſhe 
no we that it be his wyl, than foz his mynde and plea⸗ 
ſure let her do this. But than ſhall ſhe ſape as ſaynt 
Heſter ſayde, whan ſhe was apparelled and tyzed with 

all the deuylles pompe. Thou knoweſt good loꝛd ( ſaid 

ſhe) my neceſſitie, and that J abhozre this ſygne of 

pꝛide and ort myne honour vpon my head on the dayes 

of my pompe, and F courſe it as a cloute defpled with 

blode, neither vſe to weare it on ſuche dayes as J may 

be at reſt. Therfoze it a woman be at her Iybertie to 

weare what apparell ſhe lyſt, lette her remembze, that 
there is no cauſe greatly deſpꝛed, wherfoze ſhe oughte 
to delp2e to be pꝛoudely and goodly apparelled, ſeynge 
ſhe is maried, and hath caught all redythat,whiche o⸗ 
ther ſayth they hunte fo2 with ſuche nettes. 

¶ Saynt Cypxan the martyꝛ byddeth matyed wo⸗ 
men take hede, that they do not later and excuſe theyz 
owne fantaſyes, and lykynges in them ſelfe with their 


houl⸗ 
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houſbandes, leſt whan they lay they; houſbandes foz 
theyʒ excuſe, they take them foz fellowes and accciia- 
ries cf their vyce. 
C I baue ſhewed mpne opinion afozealredy, as cons 
cernyng appatell: noweitis beſte to gyue an care vn- 
to ſaynt Peter and Paule, whiche bad a chziſten wyfe 
weare (imple arayment, and be moze goodly in Holy: 
nes of lyuynge. than golde oz pꝛecious ſtones. And in 
dede an honeſt woman hath other moze goodly atires 
mentes, whiche as the wiſe man Tiſtus ſaythe. ſtan⸗ 
deth in chaſt demeanoute and honeſt bꝛyngynge vp of 
her chyldꝛen. as Coznelia Gracchus wyfe was wonte 
to ſap:and alſo in her houſbandes honour, o; wozlhyp, 
¶ The wife of Philo the wiſe mi, whi ſhe went koꝛth 
bpon a time without a golden garland on her hed, and 
other noble women dyd weare, one aſked her, why ſhe 
had none, ſhe anſwered agayne. The houſbandes honour 
and uertue is ornament inough unto the wyfe. 7 
¶ who dyd nat moze regarde the wyfe of Cato, whi⸗ 
che was no vety tiche man, thi al the wiues of a great 
mean of Publicannes, which lowed in goodes: Alſo 
it was moze honour fo; Xantippe to be wtfe vnto pooze 
Docrates,than either vnto Scopa, oʒ any other ryche 
man in thoſe dayes, Democrates ſaythe,that the oꝛna⸗ 
ment of a woman is ſmall apparell and lytell ſpeche, 
and ſhe is the mooſt honozable that hath the beſt houl⸗ 
bande. Nat withſtandynge, as J wolde haue a wyfe 
to vſc no pzectous apparell, lyke wyſe no moze do Ja- 
lowe kylthy and lobery rayment. Alſo ſome thynge 
muſt be done fo; the tyme place, and common cuſtome, 
but nat ercedynge, but rather moche leſſe than they 
require. 1. 
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C Iriſtotle in his bokes of houſe kepynge wold haus 
a wowan to ble leſſe rcapment and apparell, than the 
lawes and cuſtomes of the cyte do apoynt. Foz ſhe 
ought to conſyder ( ſapth he ) that neyther goodly clo» 
thynge, no2 excellent beautie. noꝛ abundance of golde, 
ſhall cauſe a woman ſo great woꝛſhyp, as (hall ſoberz 
nes in all thynge, and ſtudy to lyue chaſte and honeſt⸗ 
ly. Therfoze ought ſhe rather to regarde reaſon, ver⸗ 
tue, and holpnes, than vayne iugementes and ertont- 
ous cuſtomes, whiche haue bene bzought vp by ſome 
bngratious folkes, and accepted, and confermed by 
the co:rupte and folyſſhe fantaſyes of the comon peo⸗ 
ple. voherfoze ſome good and vertuous wyues ought 
with one allentco telyſt and go agaynſt ſuche cuſto⸗ 
mes, and by ſklender and ſymple apatell do them ſelfe 
that is conuenient, and ſbewe example vnto other, 
what way they ought to take: and it ſhuld be a great⸗ 
ter pꝛeyſe foʒ them to put away an yl cuſtome. than foz 
lowe it. Noꝛ there is no diſpayꝛe, but ſome may bzyng 
downe that agayne, whiche was bzought vp by ſome. 
Foz the concent and agrement of good women ſhulde 
zeuaple as moche in goodnes, as the concent of vll 
women hath pꝛeuayled in noughtynes, if they wolde 
ones begynne to ſtryue together, who ſhulde palle o⸗ 
ther in honeſtpe, meaſure, and chaſtitie, and recken it 
a wozſhyp to get the vyctozy in theſe thynges, and nat 
inthe boſtynge of tyches: whiche thynge dothe ſone 
induce lyght myndes in to a great enuie, and ſtryke. 
but fewe doth enuye that an other ſhulde be moze ver- 
tuous than (he, oz moze pacient, oꝛ loue her houſband 
better: but many do enuye, if an other ſhulde haue 


moze appatell, chaynes, bzouches, ouches, oz rynges. 
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than ſe. © pꝛoude and foolyſhe beaſtts, euen created 
bnto vanyte and pompe, here vpon tyſeth tryfeand 
pꝛocedeth fo:the with ſuche feruent myndes, as Cato 
ſayth very wyſely in the ſtoꝛy of Liuius, that the ryche 
women wolde haue that, whiche none other ſhulde be 
able to come by, And on the other ſyde, the pooze wo- 
men, leſt they ſhulde be diſpiſed and nought ſet by, by 
that meanes they ſtrepne them ſclfaboue theyꝛ power, 
And ſo whan they be aſhamed of that, that they ſhuld 
nat, and nothynge aſhamed of that, they ſhulde be, 
they robbe both their houſbandes and their chyldzC, to 
clothe them ſelfe with, andlcaue hunger and pouertie 
at home, that they may go fo2th them ſelfe laden with 
ſylke and golde. wherfoꝛe they compel they: houſban⸗ 
des bnto ſhamefull craftes to get by, and myſcheuous 
dedes, with their whynynge and gronynge, leſt theyz 
kyns women, alyance, o2 their nepghbour ſhulde ſeme 
richer oꝛ moze gloztouſly appatelled than they. Jud yet 
all theſe outragious and intollerablethinges monght 
be ſuffcred, if they dyd nat ſell away their chaſtiffe, to 
get therby that their, houſbandes either wyll nat gyue 
them, oꝛels fo; lacke tan nat gyue. 

¶ Some temedp ſhulde be founde foꝛ theſe euilles, ei⸗ 
ther by the concent and agrement of riche mens wiues, 
whiche with they: example ſhuld reuoke other agayne 
bnto better mynde. oꝛels ſome lawe wolde be made, 
ſuche as the lawe was in Rome calltd Oppius lawe, 
to bzydle and meaſure womennes coſtelyncs. Theſe 
Ch:ſten pꝛeachers, ſhulde folowe the example of the 
pagane Pythagoꝛas, oz rather paſſe hymin ſuche a 
goodly ſtryfe, of whome the cronicler Juſtpne wziteth 
in this maner. 
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¶ Pithagozas taught women chaſtitie and obedience: 
bnto theyz houſbandes, and often dyd tell them, that 
the mother of vertues was ſobze dyet and harde fate: 
and he bzought to paſſe with continuall diſputyng and 
pꝛeachynge vnto them, that the wyues lapde awaye 
golden and garniſſhed clothes, and other oznamentes 
of theyz ſtate, and refuſed them as inſtrumentes of 
tyotte and ſuperfluitie. Fo: he affirmed, that the true 
garniſſhinge and oꝛnamentes of wiues was challitie, 
and nat clothynge. 


Of walkynge abzode. The. ix. CHapler. 


| JE is betommynge foꝛ maryed women to go lefle a⸗ 
b:ode than maydes, bycauſe they haue that whiche 
that maydes ſhulde ſeine to ſeke. Therfoze lette them 
caſt al their mynde to kepe wel him that they haue got⸗ 
ten, and ſtudy to pleaſe them onely, The maker of the 
lawes of the Lacedemonians bad.that the wines, wha 
they went foꝛthe abzode, ſhulde couer thep: faces, by 
cauſe it was nat conuenient fo: them, eyther to loke on 
other men, oz to beloked vpon of other men, ſeynge 
they haue at home alredy, whome all onely they ought 
toloke vpon, and be loked vpon withal. whiche cu⸗ 
ſtome the people of Perſelande, and al the caſt quarter 

of the woꝛld with mooſt part of the Grekes dyd ble. 
C But J wolde nat they ſhulde wꝛape their head, as 
nowe a daycs the cuſtome is todo in many countres 
of Europe, that is to go bnknowen, and vnſene of o⸗ 
ther folkes, but them ſelfe bothe to ſe and to knowe o⸗ 
ther. In the whiche doynge J wondꝛe nat ſo moche of 
the womũs delite, delice quod he⸗ Hay J wold lay, the 
thycke ſhameleſnes vnder that _ couer, 3 do 
h- b. it. thepz 
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they houſbandes folyſhenes that do nat ſe, how great 
an occation of biciouſnes it is. They wyl do no harme 
I wys ſay they: well, J wolde they had neuer done. 
And though they wolde do none, yet it is nat good to 
open ſuche a wyndowe of lybertie. Therfoze let the 
womens faces be bare of clothes, but cloled and coue- 
red with ſhamfaſtnes. Foz that couerynge was nat ſo 
moche oꝛdeyned to coucr the womã. that no man ſhuld 
ſe her, as it was, that ſhe ſhuld ſe no man. 


¶ Fauna wife vnto Faunus,kyng of Thabozigines, 


Iyucd many peres, and yet dyd neuer man ſe her, but 
Faunus hym ſelfe. Therfoze after her dethe, ſhe was 
wo:ſhypped fo: a goddeſſe, and named the good god- 
deſſe,and her ſacrifice was ſo kept, that no ma mought 
laufully come to it,neyther any ymage of male beaſt be 
there while it was a doing. No; J lap nat this bytauſe 
I wolde haue women continually ſhette vp and kepte 
in, but bycauſe J wolde haue them go ſeldome ab2ode, 
and be lytell amonge men; whiche thyng they (hal beſt 
content their houſbandes with all. 

¶ what pleaſure thynke you it was bnto kynge Ty⸗ 
granes.whiche whan he had byd Cirus kyng of Perſe 
vnto a banket, and after the banket was done, moche 
tommumcation there was of the comely perſon and 
fairnes of Citus.than Tygranes alked his wife what 
ſhe thought by Cpzus e Uerily ſayd ſhe, J can nat tell: 
fo: ſo god loue me, all the banket while, J neuer loked 
at any man, but yoy. | 

CI vertuous wife wyl neither gladly here other men 
no: of them, noz diſpute of any mannes perſon, Foz 
what hath ſhe ado with other mennes fap2enes, which 


ought to counte all in like fayze aud foule,ſauynge her 
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houſbande. Let her thynke hym fayꝛer than any other, 
moꝛe p2oper than any other, lyke as the mother dothe 
her onelp childe. In the Canticles of the Byble, the 
ſpouſe thynketh his ſpouſe fayzeſt of all women: and 
agayne, ſhe thynketh hym the fapzeſt of all men. Lpke 
wiſe Duellius had a gret fauour vnto his wpues lim- 
plicitte, I wpll tell it in ſapnt Hieronimes woꝛdes. 
¶ Duellius (ſayth he) whiche had the kpꝛſt triumphe 
at Nome, foz2 battaple on the ſca, maryed a goodly 
mayde, called Bilia, which was ſo vertuous and chaſt 
that ſhe was example vnto al other in that ſame wozld 
whan it was nat onely a byce, but alſo a wonder to le 
a woman nought. So vpona tyme this Duellius, 
whan he was aged and weakeand tremblyng, chaun- 
ſed to fall out and chide with an other man, whiche 
wo2des, that other man rebuked hym of his ſtynkyng 
b:cthe. So he wente home diſpleaſed there with, and 
there blamed his wife, bycauſe ſhe neuer had tolde him 
that he myght a kounde ſome remedy koꝛ it: Þ wolde 
haue tolde you ſayd ſhe, but that J wente euery mans 
b:cthe had ſmelled ſo. This noble and chaſte woman 
was to be pꝛayſed:foꝛ both whether ſhe dyd not knowe 
the fauteof her houſbande, o2 ſuffered it pactentiy, 
and bycauſe her houſvande dyd ſoner lerne his faute 
and hurte ok his body by his ennemies yll wozdes, tha 
his wpues lothyng. The ſame thynges men ſax, chaũ⸗ 
ſed vnto Hicro kynge of Siracuſe. 
¶ But thoſe women can nat ſay ſo, that kyſſe many 
men afoze thep haue houſvandes, and many wha they 
haue houſbandes, vohat demurenes J wolde haue 
Repte abꝛode,it map be perceyued well inough. by that 
whiche A wolds haue kepte at home in her chamber, 
| c. lui. with 
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with her houlbande by nyght. voherto ſhuld J ſpetze 


of that rude and vncomly maner, which is vſed in ma⸗ 


ny countres, that men and their wyues ſhall walſhe 
both together in one bayne? This cuſtome is nat ones 
to be named: fo2 it is rather beaſtly than mete fo; an 
reaſonable folkes. 

CF woldehaue a woman to here but fewe woꝛdes, 
namely where men talke : and ſpeke leſſe. And ik ſhe 
thynke ſhe ſhall here oz ſe any vnclenly thyng, conuey 
her ſelfe away quickly. 

¶ kynge Hiero, whome J ſpake of here befoꝛe. con⸗ 
dempned the poet Epicharmus in a great ſũme ot mo⸗ 
ney, bycauſe he had reherſed an vnclenly matter in the 


quenes pꝛeſence. 


¶ Iuguſtus Ceſar gaue a commaundement, that no 
woman ſhuld come and le wzaſtlers,bycauſe they were 
wonte to wꝛaſtell naked. Noz it was no wonder that 
he dyd lo, fo2 this Celar was he that made the lawes 
of chaſtitiand adultery, TherfozeJ wolde not haue a 
woman to ſpeke. except it be a thing that ſhuld do hurt 
to be kept in. Neither here, oz at leſt wyſe gyue no hede 
vnto ſuche matters as pattayn nat to thencreaſyng of 
vertu. The poet Juuenall rebuketh ſuch women as be 
wyſe. what the people of Setss and Thꝛace do: and 
what ſturrynge is all the wozld ouet. 

¶ Ilſo Cato in his oꝛation, that he made of women, 
wolde an honeſt wyfe ſhulde be ignoꝛant, what lawes 


be made 02 anulled in her countrey, 02 what is done a⸗ 


monge men of lawe in the coutte. And here vpon roſe 
this common ſayeng of the Grekes ; womens wozkes 
ought tobe webbes of clothe, and not eloquent ozatt- 
ons. Ind Ariſtotle ſapth, it ts leſſe rebuke foz a man — 
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be buſp to knowe, what is done in his kytchyn, than foz 
the woman, what is done without her houſe, Therfoze 
he byddeth, that ſhe hal neither ſpeke noz here at all of 
any matters of the tealme. | 

¶ Dencke wziteth, that his aunt fo: ſyxtene pere tos 
gether_ while her houſbande was pꝛeſident in Egypt. 
was neuer lene fo:th of her houſe, no2 neuer reſcepued 
in to her houſe any of that countrey : no2 neuer alked 
any thyng of her houſband, noꝛ ſuffered any thyng to 
be aſked of her ſelfe,Therfoze ſaith he, that ſame coun⸗ 
trey, whiche is bety bablyng, and wyly to fynde faute 
with they; rulers, in the whiche many a man hath ru⸗ 
led with out fautc, howe be it nat without yll name, yet 
they gaue rcuerence vnto her, as a ſpeciall example 
of holines, and kept in all theit raplynge wozdes, whi⸗ 
che is harde fo2 hym to do, that hath a pleaſure in ieo⸗ 
perdous conſceites. Ind pet vnto this day they wyſſhe 
fo: ſuche an other as ſhe, though they haue no hope to 
get her. It had ben a great thyng, if the countrey had 
Iyked her but. x bi. dayes, but it was a greatter thyng, 
that they knewe her nat. Theſe be Senekes woꝛdes. 
Foꝛ that holy and wiſe woman vnder ſtode wel inough 
that ofte accompanpeng with men, ſhulde hynder ſome 
of her good name:as it dothe no good to fyne clothe to 
be handled of manp. 

¶ There be ſome women that beare them ſelfe high of 
other folkes honoz, as of their houſbandes, bzother, 
kynſinan, and ſome of a frende, with whom they haue 
very (mall acquaintance. what a foly is this to handle 
thy ſelfe ſo, that an other ſhall be made good and woz⸗ 


thye honoure, foz his owne vertue, and thou made 


nought and vnwozthy honoute, with an other bodies 
vertue⸗ 
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vertue e Ind many there be, that ſo abuſe they; kynſe⸗ 
mennes power, that they make bothe them ſelfe, and 
them that haue the powere, hated by the meanes: as 
the wyfe of the bꝛother of Uitelltus the emperour, wht 
che toke moze vpo her, bycauſe of het bzother in lawes 
puncipalitie, than the cmperours wyfe her ſelfe dyd. 
The hedy dompnation of the ſiſters of Piero Kynge ok 


Sitacule. moued the people vnto inſurrection , where 


with both the kyng and al his childzen were diſtroped. 
¶ There was alſo in our dayes a certayne noble man, 
that had a wonderous pꝛoude wyfe, and it chaunſed 
hym to be tourned out of al his goodes and poſſeſſions 
at ones, whom cucry man thought was wel ſerued,by- 
cauſe the woman vſed her ſelfe lo pꝛoude and atogant⸗ 
ly vpon her houſbandes power. 

¶ Thertoꝛe you women, that wyll medle with comon 


matters of realmes and cities. and wene to gouerne 


people and nattõs with the bzaydes of your ſtomakes, 


pou go about to hurle downe townes afoꝛe you, and 


pou lyght vpon an harde rocke: where vpon thoughe 
pou bʒouſe and ſhake cotitreys very ſoze,yct they ſcape 
and you peryſſhe. Fo: you knowe neyther meaſure no; 
oꝛdet:and yet whiche is the woꝛſt popnt of al, you wene 
vou knowe verap well, and wyll be ruled in nothynge 
aftcr them that be cxperte. But you attempte to dꝛawe 
all thynge after pour fantaly without diſcretion. wene 
pou it was fo2 nothynge, that wyſe men foꝛbad you 
rule and gouernance of countreys and that ſaynte 
Paule byddeth, you ſhall nat ſpeke in congregation 
and gathetynge of people : All this ſame meancth, 
that you ſhall nat medle with matters of realmes 02 
cyties; your owne houſe is 8 citie great inoughe foꝛ 
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pou. as foz fozthe abꝛode, nepther knowe pou, noz be 
pou knowen. 
C Thucidides wolde nat, that a good woinan ſhulde 
be as moche as pꝛepſed with the common voyce : and 
moche leſſe diſpꝛeyſed. But he wold lhe ſhuld be clete⸗ 
ly vnknowen, neyther the comon fame to make any 
mention ot her. It is no great ſigne of honeſty fo2 a 
woman to be moche knowen, talked, and ſonge of: and 
to be marked by ſome ſpeciall name in many mennes 
mouthes : as to be called fapze: oz cocled eyed. ſquynt. 
b;owne, halte, fatte, pale oz leane. Foz theſe thynges 
in a good woman ought tobe vnknowen abzode, as 
we haue ſhewed inthebokeafoze. Nat withſtnadyng 
there be ſome that muſt nedes be abzode, foz theyz ly⸗ 
uyng. as thoſe that bye and ſell : which, ik it were poſſi⸗ 
ble, J wolde nat that women ſhulde be put to thoſe 
buſpneſſes: and if it muſte nedes be lo, let olde women 
do them, oz maryed women that be paſte myddle age. 
But ifyonge women muſt nedes do this, this let them 
be curtepſe without flaterynge woꝛdes, and ſhamefaſt 
without pꝛeſumpſion, and rather take loſſe in their 
marchaundiſe, than in theyz honeſtye. J ſay this by⸗ 
cauſe of ſome, whiche do entyſe byers to them with er- 
cedynge flatterynge woꝛdes. But Plautus ſapth, It 
is no poynt mete fo; an honeſt wyfe, but foꝛ a harlotte, 
to flater other men: whoſe diſccytes within a whyle 
whan menne knowe them, they eſchcwe as warely 
as the metemaydes ſonge. Shamefaſtnes (all gette 
a great deale moze geynes, whom the byer (hal coniec⸗ 
ture bothe by the face and conditions, wyll neythcr lye 
no: diſceyue them. A ryche marchaunte hath pleaſure 


in pleaſaunt wozdes and merye conceptes ; But yet 
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kewe wyll gyue money foꝛ them: and whan it cometh 
to the marchaundyſe in erneſt, no man wyll beleue ſu⸗ 
che wants ſpeche. But how lo euer theſe matters be, let 
a woman euer haue this in mynde and remembꝛaunce. 
that the onely treaſure of a woman is Honeſtye with 
Shamefaſtnes. | 

¶ Nowe ſeynge J wolde haue an honeſt wyfe thus 
oꝛdꝛed at home, you mapye eaſily perceiue howe J do a- 
lowe, that ſhe ſhulde go to warre and handle armour, 
whiche J wolde nat ſhe ſhulde ones name. Ind wolde 
to god all chꝛiſten men wolde lay them awape. Nowe 
that wydowe Judtth is vaniſſhed away, whiche was 
but a ſhadowe and ſignification of thynges to come, 
and with her continence and holynes cutte of the hed 
of Holopherne, that is to ſay the deupll. Now Delboꝛa. 
that iudged Jſracl, gyueth place vnto the goſpell of 
Chzyſte : howe be it ſhe dyd nat helpe the people of 
god fyghtynge, fo moche by counſayle and feates of 
warre as by faſtynge, pꝛapenge. and pzophecſyenge, 
of the whiche two women ſaynt Imbzoſe, after that he 
had intreated in the boke of wydowes, tourned his ſpe 
che vnto chꝛiſten women,ſapeng: The churche ouerco- 
meth nat their aduerſaries power by ſecular armour, 
but with ſpirituall armour : whiche be ſtronge inough 
afo:e god to diſtrop the fences and the ſleightes of ſpt- 
ritual noughtines. The armour of the church is fayth, 
the armour of the churche is pꝛaper, whiche ouercom⸗ 
meth the aduerſary, 


¶ A womi ought not to ſhewe koꝛth abꝛode any ſygne 
of pꝛeſumption, diſdayne, oʒ dayntye ſtomacke, neyther 


by wozdes, countenaunce, no pate: but all ſhall be 
ſymple, and ryght fozth, demure, ſobze, and tempered 
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t ſpicedwith ſhamfaſtnes. Ind bycauſe the light myn⸗ 
des of ſome wyl be lyghtly ſterred with neuer ſo lytel a 
blaſt of honour, it is neceſſaty to gyue them warnyng, 
to be moe ſad and wile, tha to be moued with lo lytel a 
winde: oz to be ignoꝛant how folyſhe a how lytel woꝛth 
that thyng is, which we call honour, what matter ma⸗ 
keth it, whether thou be called Coꝛnelia, 02 mayſtres 
Cozneliae © tender harte, that wyll beſturred with 
one ſounde of a woꝛde. Chou fole,doſt not thou le, that 
thou atte no maiſtres foz callyng ſo? How do they that 
calle women qucenes and Empzeſſts, do they make 
them ſo, bycauſe they calle theme The aungell Gabziel 
called his quene and lady but Marp by her naine, and 
thou diſdayneſt to be called by the name of one better 
than thy ſelfe. what an ignoꝛance arte thou in of that 
thyng, whiche thou deſyzeſt Foz men vſe to calle that 
woman their lady oꝛ maiſtres, that is they: paramour, 
Fo; ſhe in dede is a mans lady and tyꝛant oucr him, vn 
to whom he ſerueth humblp and ſubiectly. 

¶ Mozeouer what foꝛce is it, whether thou ſytte 02 
walke fyzſte oz laſte?: In ſome countreys, the fy2ſt hath 
the pꝛeeminence. in ſome countreys the laſt. and in ſome 
the myddell. voherfoze this thing is but made by mens 
opinion. and nat by nature. Therfoze if thou wylte do 
after opinion. and contct it, whan ſo euer thou arte the 
fo:moſte, thynke thy ſelfe in that countrey, where the 
fo:moſte be pzcferred. whan thou arte in the myddle, 
thynke thy (clfe there, where the myddle hath the hos 
noure, Ind whan thou arte the laſte, ſuppoſe thou 
arte amonge thein that moſte eſteme the laſte. Ind ſo 
where ſo euer thou arte, thou ſhalte thynke thy ſclfe 
bell regarded, 
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C Ind agapne on the other ſyde, Icſte thou ſhuldeſt 
ware to haute with thyne honour, whan thou arte in 
the mooſte honozable rowme, ſuppoſe thy ſelte to be a- 
monge that people, where that place is the loweſt, 
¶ Nowe as fo: goyngeout of the wap, fo: reucrence 
to gyue an other rowme, that is nothynge but as the 
moze myghty ſhulde ſuffce the weaker, 02 the holle, fa- 
your thc lame,oztheluſty and well [ykynge,the wenke 
and ſicke. o2 the empty the laden, oz the ſwyfte the loo. 
And weneſt thun there is any other cauſe, why men 
ſpckeſo gentilly vnto women, and ſet ſo moch by them, 
and ſpcke them ſo kayꝛe. and haue them in ſuche reue⸗ 
rence, but bycauſe that luſty and ſtronge nature doth 
handle dayntly that other whiche is weake and feble, 
wherin neuer ſo lytell an offcnce wolde ſoone enter,and 
be deape impʒinted, lyke as thynne and bꝛytell glaſſes 
wyll catche harme lyghtlyz Therfoze pou get no ho⸗ 
nour by your owne mcrites, but of othet folkes coutte⸗ 
{ye : no; you be not Honoured bytauſe you deſerue it, 
but bycauſe you ſoze deſyʒe it. Foz whan men ſe pou be 
ſo gredp and deſyꝛous to haue honour, and that ſu- 
che a ſmalle thynge delyteth you ſo moche, men be con- 
tente to do you that pleaſure, and calle you maiſtreſſes, 
and laugh vpon pou, and ſpeake gentylly to you. Foz 
woꝛdes be no great coſte. they gpue pou the wap, by⸗ 
cauſe it is no gret let of their tourney, and in the meane 
ſeaſon pet they ref them (elf, They ſet you the higheſt, 
fo: they can ſyt well inough benethe pou : they gyue 
pou the better appoynted parte of the houſe, fpne clo- 
thes, golde, ſpluer.pzecrons ſtones, ſo do they to they 
chyldꝛen, bycauſe they ſhall not wepe. Foz they tecken 
pou no wpler, than chyldzen: noz no noze you * as 
E longe 
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longe as you be moued with ſuche childiſſhe thynges, 
And to be ſhoꝛt, they let you haue ſuch thinges, as they 
ſe diſpleaſe pou ſo = if pou lacke them. And it is 
an honour and a pꝛayſe foꝛ the men, bycauſe they ſette 
naught by theſe thynges: but bycauſe they knowe pou 
be of ſuche appetite,no mi rekeneth pou be moze hono⸗ 
rable, bycauſe you be honozed of the men, but rather 
tekenneth them curteiſe and gentil, which do gyue ho- 
nour vnto them,that they knowe be ſo lothe to lacke it. 
¶ Jam a man my ſclf:not withſtidyng,ſcyng J haue 
taken vpon me to teache you, euen foz a fatherly zele 
and charite that Þ bere towarde you, J wyll neyther 
hyde no; diſſemble any thyng that J ſhall thpnke doth 
pertayne vnto your tnſtruction and lernyng. Therkoze 
wyll J open vato vou cucn our ſecretes. Therfoze J 
wolde ye ſhulde vnderftande, that we do but laugh at 
vou, and mocke you, with that bame colourof honour, 
and the moze deſyꝛous that pe be of honour, the moze 
we mocke you and talae ot᷑ pou in detiſion, and gyue 
vnto you abundantly that peuiſhenes, which you calle 
honour. But we gyue it not fo2 naughte, Foz you gyue 
agayne buto vs no lyttell ſpozte and delectation with 
the kolyſſhenes of your opinions and fantaſies. Ttue⸗ 
ly you vnderſtande not, wherin very honoute dothe 
ſtande. It is comely to deſerue honoure, but nat to 
couete it. Foz it ſhulde folowe and enſue, and not be 
hunted foz, 
¶ Nowe it ſhall be a ſpgne vnto pou, that you deſerue 
honour, whan pou be nat agreued to be vnregard:d, 
And that ſame chynge that we call honour, is of ſo 
kro warde nature and diſyoſttton,that as philoſaphets 
wꝛite, a Crocodile dothe lo, it foioweth them that flee, 
d. ui. aud 
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and flecth from them that foloweit : and is ſharpeto 


them that be gentyll to it, and gentyll vnto them that 


be ſharpe vnto it: Docrates ſaythe. There is no wap 
moꝛe redy vnto Honour, than by vertue: the which e a⸗ 
lonely ſeketh foz none honour, and yet fyndeth it. Sa⸗ 
luſte wzyteth,that Cato Uticenſis had leauer be good. 
than ſeme good. Therfoze ſapthe he, the leſſe that he 
ſought foʒ honour, the moze it purſucd vpõ him. Ther⸗ 
foʒe the moſte ſuxe way vnto very honour is vertue, 
whiche neyther can lacke honour, noꝛ taketh indigna⸗ 
tion though it be diſpiſed, Flatterynges, gloſynges, 
and fayꝛe woꝛdes. what woman ſo euer rekeneth them 
honour and pꝛeyſe.is wozthy fo: her folly to haue none 
other honour oz pꝛaiſe. Ind yet there be ſome ſo madde. 
that thoughe they knowe them felfe but flattered, yet 
they wene they be pꝛayſed. What pou wzetches, knowe 
you not, howe karre flattery diffcreth from pꝛapſe e 
ene you that is pꝛaiſe. which neyther the perſon ſpe⸗ 
keth with his harte. and you kno we to, that it is falſe 
that he ſayth: and that he ſpeaketh nat as he thynketh, 
but cyther to mockel pott, o2 to diſceyue you with all: 
Beleue no man of your owne goodnes better thayour 
ſelfe. And ſhethat ſercheth and knoweth her ſelfe well, 
kyndeth nothyng in her ſclfe at all, that is wozthy any 
pꝛapſe: But ampnde, whiche thynketh it ſelfe vnwoz- 
thy any pꝛeyſe. It there be any goodnes, it cometh of 
god: and thanke hym fo? it, gyue hym laudes and 
thanke. But if there be any eupll.it cometh of our owne 
bnhappynes. twherfoze the rebuke ſtandeth vnto our 
ſclfe,and the pzayſe pertayneth vnto an other, 
¶ Nowe ſeyng that woꝛdly honour is of ſo ſmal pzice, 
it is a ꝓoynt of a byle mpnde, to enuie wozldly thinges 
vnto 
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vnto any other body. Ind ik it be ſhame to enuie fo: ho⸗ 

nout.it is moch moze ſhame to haue enupe at other koꝛ 
monep, clothyng, oꝛ poſſeſſi5ns.fo2 pet is honour better 
than all they, Neyther it is conuentent to haue enuy at 
other foz their beautie, oꝛ their welfate, o plentuous te 
ming: theſe be p giktes of god, as al other goodnes be, 
p kolkes haue. Wherkoꝛe they that enuy foz theſe, ſeme 
nat to haue enup at them, that haue theſe thynges, but 
to blame god, whiche lo diſtributeth his benefptes. 
And me thinketh ther is no moze cauſe why. they ſhuld 
be enuped, that haue theſe, than they that cary bagage 
in alonge iourney. Foz what other thynges be the 
goodes of this wozlde, but a troubleſome caryage and 
gardtiipaunce in this lyfc. Yea and wozſte of all, they 
pTucke downe with their weigh vnto the erth, myndes 
that be goyng toward heuen. But if enup be eſchewed, 
than ſhall that vyce lyghtly be put away, whiche com⸗ 
monly tyſeth of enuye. that is ſute, chydyng, ſcoldyng. 
and makynge thein ſelfe buſy about other folkes mat⸗ 
ters, to ſpie and ſerche what they do, what they (aye, 
howe and by what meanes they lyue. Mhiche thynge 
none honeſt woman wyll do, but ſuche as be ſhamleſſe 
and wozthye all kynde of rebuke: excepte they do it 
of charite, to helpe them and they lacke, Foz ſhe ought 
to helpe the pooze man.and luccour the oꝛphane childe, 
Happy is (he, it that be her mynde: of whome the pꝛo⸗ 
phet ſpeketh in the pſalme on this wyſe: Bleſſed is he, 
that taketh vnderſtandyng and knowlege vpõ a pooze 
man: god ſhal delpuer hym in the euyll day: our loꝛde 
all ſaue hym and quycken hym, and make hymhap- 
py vpon erthe: aud ſhal nat committe hun to his ennt⸗ „ 
mies wyll. Our loꝛde ſhall ſuccour hym vpon * bo 

of hig 


| THE INSTRYCTION OP 
„ ok his ſoꝛowe: good loꝛde thou halt ſerched bp all his 


z» bed in the tyme ol his infermitee. 


what ige wpfe ongßt to do at home. The. o. Chaptre. 


F the wyfe haue ſkylle to rule an houſe, with thoſe 
tt. pꝛopꝛeties, that we ſpake of befoze, that is Boz 
neſty of body, and great loue towarde her houſbande, 
than ſhall all the matiage be moze welthye and foztu⸗ 
nate: foꝛ without this thyzde poynt, can be no encreale 
of houſe: and without the other two, wedlocke can 
nat ſtande: but it is rather a ſoʒe and perpetuall tour⸗ 
ment. woman of Lacedemon.tak en ones pꝛiſoner in 
warre, and aſked of her conquerer what ſhe coulde do: 

I can ſayd ſhe, rule an houſe. 
¶ Ariſtotle ſayth, that in houſe kepynge the mannes 
duetie is to gette, and the womans to kepe. Wherkoze 
nature ſemeth to haue made them feareful fozthe ſame 
pourpoſe, leſt they ſhulde be waſters, and hath gyucn 
them continuall thought and care foꝛ lackynge. Foz 
it the woman be ouet free, the man ſhall neuer gette ſo 
moche as (he wyll waſte in ſhoꝛte tyme: and ſo they; 
houſe muſt nedes ſoone decaye. It is nat becommyng 
fo: an honeſte wpfe to be a great ſpender. Noz they be 
lyghtly no great ſpaters of they honeſtye. that be ſo 
large of their money, as Saluſt ſayth by Sempꝛonia. 
whiche ſette moze pꝛice by any other thynge, than ſhe 
dyd by her wozſhyp oꝛ het money, Foz a man coulde 
nat wel pcrceyue, whether ſhe regarded leſſe her money 
0: her good name. How be it, J wolde nat haue the wo⸗ 
man to be to great a nygarde of her goodes, 02 to lette 
her houſbande to diſtribute his money bnto holy vſe, 
In ſo moche that what penye ſo euer cometh ones — 
i her 
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in her coffer, ſhulde neuer fynde way out agayne: as 
though it were locked in Labyrinth, oꝛ Danaes toute, 


as many women do, whiche haue no diſcretion, howe 


they ſhulde ſaue and kepe a thynge. Therfoze the El⸗ 


ſens wolde take no women with them vnto that holy 


and religious iyfe, whiche they ledde: bycauſe the wo⸗ 


men coube not awap with that comunaltieof goodes. 
Fo; what ſo euer a woman ſeeth ones in her handes, 
ſhe can not ſuffte it to go away agapne. Therfoze let 
her vſe her houſe holde to ſobzenes and meaſure. Foz 
that is moze the womans duetye than the mans. But 
ſo pet, that ſhe haue diſtretion betwene meaſure and a- 
uaryce,and ſobernes and nygardeſhyppe. Fo: it is nat 
all one to lpue ſobetly, and be hungtie. Therfozelette 
her ſe, that het houſe holde lacke neyther meate noz. 
clothe, Jn whiche popnte, J wold ſhe ſhulde here Ati⸗ 
Gotles opinion. There be ſayth he).ui.thynges, woꝛke, 
meate, c coꝛtection:meate without cozrection # wozke, 
maketh them pꝛoude and wanton: and wozke and coz-' 
rection without meate, is a cruell intreatyng, and ma⸗ 

keth the ſeruauntes weake and feble. Therfoze let the 
wyfe gyue her ſeruauntes, wozke to do, and ſufficient 


meate, as is a ſeruuntes duetye. But lette het oꝛdꝛe 
all thyng after her houſbandes wyll and commaunde⸗ 


ment: oz at the leaſt in ſuche wyſe as ſhe thynketh that 
het houſbande wyll be content: neyther be roughe and 
harde with her mepny, but gentyll and kauourable: 
and as (apnt Pieronyme ſaythe, moze iyke a mother: 
than a maiſtres:and:rather optapne reverence of them 


with mekenes,than rygozouſnes, where vnto ſhe may 


ſhoztely come by the wayes of vertue. Foz as foz chy⸗ 
dynge, bzqulyng,raylyng, — — 
oth 
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neyther cauſe auctoꝛitie noz reuerence, but rather hyn⸗ 
deth them. But wyſedome, diſcretion, ſadde conditi⸗ 
ons, and grauitie of woꝛdes and ſentences, bzyngeth 
all thyng better co paſſe. than headynes and vpolence. 
Foz we feate moꝛe them that be wyſe and diſcrete, than 
them that be angry and haſtpe, Inda quyette rule map 
do moze than tygoꝛdus. Fo: quyetnes is of moze aus 
ctoʒitie than haſty bꝛeemnes. Howe be it J wolde not 
that wyues ſhulde be fluggyſtſhe and Nouthfull, but 
F counſaple them to vſe reuerent grauitie, and neither 
kytte ſo ſtyll as though they ſlepte. noꝛ tommaunde ſo 
kolyſchely, to make them ſelfe naught ſette by, but to 
wake and take hede. and be (ad without crueſtte,ſharpe 
without bytternes,diligent without regozouſnes. Nets 
ther hate none of theyz houſholde, if it be nat a nough⸗ 


tv perſon. And if a ſeruant haue done longe ſeruyce in 


her houſe, lette her take hym none other wyſe than as 


her bꝛother, oꝛ her ſonne. we loue cattes and dogges, 
that haue ben nouriſhed any while in our houſes: than 


howe moche moꝛe faythfully ought we to ſhewe that 


kauout vnto our cucn chuſten⸗ 


eg. 6, 
Co. z. et + 
x. Tim. 6. 


4. Pet. 2, 


¶ Aiſo ſeruaũtes agapne on their partic muſt be war⸗ 
ned. to rememb2e'Þ ſaveng of ſapnt Paule. that they do 
theyz duty diuegtly, mekely, and buromly,yea and ine⸗ 
tily to, and pleaſaũtlp:noꝛ bable, no: mutmout againe: 
neyther ſhewe any diſpleaſaunt countenance, leſt they 
lele the thanke of they: ſabour, bothe afoze- god and 
man. Allo kepe they: handes pute from pyckynge and 
feolynge. In the whiche poynt all wplde-beaſtes be 
noze kynde than many folk es. Fo: what wylde beaſte 


is ſooutragious, that wyll phucke away any thyng ot 


— 


bis p;oket, by mhom he hath nnn 
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vp:and quite him with ſuch a tourne,of whom he hath 
had ſo many pleaſures e Howe be it no body dothelo, 
but they that be of vyle ſtomackes, and euen wozthye 
fo be ſlaues, | 
¶ Therfoze ſeruynge maydes (ſhall lone and wozihyp 
they: maiſters and mayſtreſſes, none otherwyſe, than 
though they were they: fathers and mothers. Fo: the 
nourilſher and bzinger vp is as a father. Lette the ſet⸗ 
uynge maydes neyther ſap noz do any thynge, wherof 
the good wyfe of the houle oꝛ her doughters may take 
any example of pll. Foz many tymes gyuynge yll ex⸗ 
ample is wozſe than the dede it ſelf. But now to ſpeake 
of the wyues agapne. | 
¶ Obedience, and ſeruyce optapned by fayze meanes, 
is moze fapthfull and pleaſaunt, than that whiche is 
gotten with feare. Foz Þ wolde al feare ſhuld be away. 
but nat obcdyence. 151154 
¶ Let nat the maiſtres be ouer pleaſant of ſpeche to 
het men ſcruantes, neither coinpenable and mery, nozx 
ble moche conuerfation with them, noz bolde none of 
them to play and dalye with her, J wolde they ſhulde 
loue her, but pet nat loue Her ſo moche as obeye her, 
It ſhe wolde nat be feared of them as a mayſtreſſe, yet 
cauſe them to reuerence her as a mother. Foz ſeruantes 
touet mache thepz lybertie:and if a lytel be giuen them, 
they wyll take moze, 

C.J wyll nat byd the man ſo ſtraytly to be ware; that 
he make nat his ſeruantes over homely with him. as J 
wyll the woman, whiche J wolde ſhulde not de moch 
conuerſaunte a monge her ſeruauntes, noz medle mo⸗ 
che with them, neither rebutze 2 cozrectethe 9 
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leaue thatfoz her houſbãd to do. Let her be al together 
amonge her maydes which Þ wolde ſhuld be of honeſt 
demeanour and chaſt of body, wher vnto the maiſtreſſe 
all helpe moche with her example: and alſo with tea⸗ 
chynge and ſhewynge, and diligent ouerlokynge, that 
nothynge be hydde from her. howe her maydes lyue, 
Lette het lay remedyes agaynlt vice, as it were pzeſer- 
uatiues agaynſt ſickeneſſis. 
¶ It ſhe ſpie oz ſuſpecte any that do nat oꝛder them 
ſelfe well, noz can nat remedy it by chidynge 02 coꝛrec⸗ 
tion, put her out ot᷑ her houſe, foz the poyſon wyll ſons 
infecte all that is nigh aboute it. Ind the ſuſpecious 
people thinketh the maydes like their maiſtreſſes. How 
ofte ſayth ſaynt Hieronyme, that the maiſtteſſes be tud 
ged and knowẽ byihe maydens : In ſo moch that there 
is a pꝛouerbe amonge the grekes, that whelpes haue 
their maiſtteſſes conditions. The pong men in Terece 
do coniect the maiſtreſſes honeſt liuing, by the mapdes 
courſe and negligent appaxell. | 
¶ The poet Homer maketh mentiõ,. that wiſe Uliſſes, 
afterhe came home, kylled the ſeruynge maydes that 
had lapen with the wowers, bycauſe they both ſhamed 
and rebuked his houſe, and were the occaſions of teo- 
perdy vnto the chaſtitie of his wife Penelope: but ſhe 
er ſelfe dyd kepe her occupied with thoſe craftes that 
ſpake of inthe fyꝛſt boke, and kepte her ſetuauntes 
at they; wozke. And ſo dyd chaſteLucrece, whome the 
kynges ſonnes founde watchynge and wozkyng vpon 
wolle amonge her maydes, whiche thynge a wyfe ſhall 
do moze diligently and buſply if any parte of the kyn⸗ 
dynge of her houſe be gotten therby. Salomon, where 


he pzayſeth an holy woman, ſapthe: She ſought foz 
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wolle and flere, and wzought by the counſaple of her 
handes . Theano Metapontina. whan one alked her. 
what wyfe was the beſte, ſhe aunſwed with a verſe of 
Homer in this maner : 
She that woꝛketh on wolle and webbe. 
And kepeth well her houſbandes bed. 

¶ By that diltgence (ſayth the wiſe kyng) ſhe is made 
Iyke a marchandes ſhyppe, bꝛyngyng her bꝛeade from 
karte countrey. Ind leſt he ſhuld (cine to cal her a ſlug⸗ 
garde, he ſapth mozeouer. Ind ſhe roſe by nyght, and 
gaue pꝛaiſe vnto her houſholde, and vnto her mapdes, 
nat only wozke, but alſo recreation of their labour and 
refection: whervf whan they haue had ſufficient, ſhe 
dealeth the reſt in almes, She hath opened her hande 
(ſaythe he) to the nedy, and taught her fyngers vnto 
the pooze. 

¶ A holy woman ought nat to ſette her mynde ſo ſoze 
on gatherynge of goodes: but that ſhe diſtribute vnto 
pooze folkes, and helpe them that haue nede, noz that 
nygardelp, but largely: remembzyngc that ſhe gyucth 
it fo2 her owne aduauntage, and ſhall receyue moche 
moꝛe and better rewarde, both in this wozlde and in an 
other, The wiſe man ſapeth : She ſhal not care foz her 
hous, foz feare of cold ſnowe:ſhe (hal not feate, though 


ſhe gpue a peny vnto a pooze man, nat onely nygardly, 


wzpngyage it though her fyngers, but alſo with open 
hande largely: ſhe ſhall not feate, fo by her diligence 
and occupyeng of woll, her houſe ſhall lacke nothyng 
neceſſary foz both wpnter and ſomer: and all her houſe 
hold hal be arayed in doͤbled clothyng. Foz there is no⸗ 
thyng better in an hauſe, than to be well fed and clo⸗ 
thed: nat foz pleaſure, but foz their neceſſitie, noz delt⸗ 

| e. lil. catelp 
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cately, but pꝛotitably. Powe be it vertue is yll kepte, 
whiche is moued and inticed with contrary examples 
nygh about, Therfoze lette the wyfe her ſelfe fy2ſte of 
all ſchewe example of ſober fare, and ſo ſhall ſhe make 
her ſeruauntes the moſt eaſily to folowe the ſame:ozels 
het leruauntes wyll thynke it nat reaſon to require of 
them, that ſhe wyl nat do her felfe. Ind ſo (hall ſhe euer 
haue them murmurpnge and grutchynge to kepe her 
commandement. Therfoze let her kepe her ſelf euer ſo⸗ 
bet, nat ſo moche bycauſe of her ſeruauntes, as fo: her 
owne ſake. Foz what a fylthy thing is dꝛonkennes and 
glottonp: The greatteſt aſſaplers of chaſtitie and ſham 
faſtnes, and enemies of honeſt name. Foz every man 
wyl abhoꝛte a dzonken woman anda great glotton,as 
an vnlucky ligne. Euety man knoweth, that chaſtitie 
ſtandeth in teoperdy amonge exceſſe of meates. 

CF wolde the wife ſhuld be ignoꝛant of nothyng that 
is in her houſe, but loke vpon all thynge often tymes, 
that ſhe may haue them redy in memoꝛte:leſt whan (ſhe 
hall haue nede of them, eyther ſhe ſhall not knowe of 
them, oꝛels haue moche trouble in ſekyng of them. Alſo 
conſider in what condition and ſtate her houſe holde 
ſtandeth. ho we moche ſhe may ſpende: Bow moche ſhe 
map kepe.howe ſhe may clothe : and how ſhe may fede. 


Foz the wiſe mã ſayth : She hath conſidered the wapes 


of her houſe. This deligence ſhall encreace moche her 
houſeholde ſtoze. | | 
¶ I wolde ſhe ſhulde be cucr amonge her maydes: 
whether they be in her kpchen dꝛeſſyng of meate, ozels 
ſpynnynge, oꝛ weaupng, oz ſowpng, oz bzufſhyng-Foz 
whyle the mayſtres is by, all thynges ſhall be better 
done. Ind as the wyſe men ſayde, Nothynge ſhall bet- 
ö ter 
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ter fede an hozſe, o2 better tylle the grounde, than the 


mayſter and the mapſttes to haue an eye to they; houſe 
holde ſtoꝛe. There is nothing that kepeth an hous lon- 
ger 02 better than doth a diligent eie of the good wife. 
C4 Ind whan ſhe hath done this, let het be euer buſy 
with her owne woꝛke. neither cate her bzeade idell. And 
than dothe ſhe obey god, whiche wold nat haue vs to 
eate our bzeade without ſwette of our face. And than 
ſhe foloweth the example and pꝛecepte of ſapnt Paule, 
whiche dyd not eate his bzeade1dell amonge them, vn⸗ 
to whome he ſhewed the miſteries of ourloz2de, but la⸗ 
boured and toyled daye and nyght, as moche as he had 
leyſout from the mynyſtrynge of goddes wozde, and 
w;oughte ſtyl. bycauſe he wold put no body to charge, 
often reherſynge, and ſayeng, that he was nat wozthy 
tocate,that refuſed laboure, 
¶ The wyfe ſhall let no man come in to the houſe, ex⸗ 
cepte het houſbande commaunde. wohiche thynge alſo 
Ariſtotle byddeth. Ind whan her houſbande1s fozthe 
a dozes, than kepe her houſe moche moze dilygently 
ſhutte. Ind pet as Plautus ſapth, it is conuenient foz 
a good woman to be all one, bothe in her houſbandes 
abſence and pzclence, 

¶ Ind bycauſe the buſyneſſe and charge within the 
houſe lyeth vpon the womans hande, J wold (he ſhuld 
knowe medycines and ſalues fo: ſuche diſcaſes as be 
common, and raigne almoſt dayly: and haue thoſe me⸗ 
dicines euer pzepared redy in ſome cloſette, wherwith 
he map helpe her houſbande, her lyttell chyldꝛen, and 
her houſeholde meyny, whan any nedeth, that (he nede 
not ofte to ſende foz the phiſition, oz bye all thynge of 


the potycaries. 


Iwolde 
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¶ I wolde ſhe ſhuld knowe remedyes fo: ſuche dilea⸗ 
ſts as come often, as the cough, the murre, and gna⸗ 
wynges in the bealy, the laſke, coſtyfnes, the wozmes, 
the head ache, peynes in the eies, fo: the agewe, bones 
out of toynt, and ſuche other thynges as chaunce dap- 
Iy by lyght occaſions, 
¶ Pozeouer, lette her lerne to knowe, what maner 
dyet is good 02 bad, what meates ate holſome to take. 
what to eſchewe, and howe longe, and of what faſſion. 
And this J wolde ſhe ſhulde lerne, rather of the experi⸗ 
ence and vſe of ſad and wyſe women, than of the coun⸗ 
ſayle of any phiſition, dwellyng nigh about: and haue 
them diligctly wziten in ſome lytel boke, and nat in the 
great volumes of philycke, 
CI vertuous wife, whan ſhe hath ryd her houſeholde 
charge and bulynes, ſhall every dap ones, if ſhe map, 
0: at the leſt on the holy dayes, gette herfelfe in to ſome 
ſecrete cozner of het houſe, out of companye : and there 
fo: a while, lay a parte out of het mynde all care and 
thought of her houle.and there with a quiet minde,ga- 
theryngſher wyttes and remembzance vnto her, diſpiſe 
theſe wozldly thynges as tryffels, fraple, and vnſure, 
and that ſoone ſhall vanyſſhe away, and bycauſe the 
length of our lyfe is ſo ſhozte, and paſſeth ſo ſwiftly, 
that it ſemeth nat to be ledde away, but plucked away, 
neither to departe, but flye away, 
¶ After this lette her lyfte vp her mynde bnto the ſtu⸗ 
dy and contemplation of heuenly thynges, by ſome ho⸗ 
ly redynge: than confeſſe her ſynnes vnto almighty 
god, and deſpze mekely patdone and peace ofhym:and 
pꝛap fyꝛſt foz het ſelfe: and than, whan ſhe is in moꝛe 
fauour with god, foz her houſbande: and 1 —— 
PO zen 
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chyldꝛen: and after fo: all her houſeholde,that our loꝛd 
Jeſus of his grace wold tnſppze good mind into them. 
Sapnte Paule, the meſlanger of almyghtpe God, 
where he inko:ined and taught the churche of the Co⸗ 
tynthians. begynning, ſayth in this wiſc:Jf any man 
haue a wyke that is au infydell, pf ſhe be content to ta⸗ 
ry with hym, lette hym nat put her away. Ind yk any 
Chuſten woman haue an huſbande an infidel,yf he be 
content to dwell with her, let her nat go from hym. Foꝛ 
the man, that is an infydel, ſhalbe bleſſed by his kaith⸗ 
full wyfe: and the woman that is an inftdell, ſhall be 
bleſſed by her faythful huſbande. Foz what canſt thou 
tel woman, whether thou ſhalt be cauſe of thp huſban- 
des ſaluation? Oz what canſt thou telle man, whether 
thou ſhalte be cauſe of thy wyues ſaluation e wohyche 
ſapenge pertapneth partely vnto pꝛaper. Foz as ſaynt 
James ſaythe, The contynuall pzaper of a good man 
02 a good woman may do moche: and parte vnto the 
example of lyupng. Yohych thyng ſaynt Peter thapo⸗ 
ſtle ſheweth. where he ſayth: Lykewyſe women, be pou 
ſubiectes vnto your huſ bades, that they that wyl nat 
beleue the wozde, may be wonne without the wozde, by 
theyz wpues conuetſation, whan they conſpder pour 
demeanour tn holy fcare. 

C I baue ted of many chꝛiſten women, which by they: 
meanes haue bzought they; huſ bandes vnto holy and 
vertuous lyupnge; as Domitia, whiche amended her 
huſ bande Flauius Clemens, kyns man vnto thempe⸗ 
rour Domitian, s Clotildis wpfe vnto Clodouius the 
kyng of France: # Juguldis wyfe vnto Herinogillus 
the kyng of Gothia a many other women mo, whiche 
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F Irſt of all if thou beare no chyldꝛen, take it with a 
pacient and a content mynde, and in maner reiopſe. 
that thou lackeſt that incredible peyne and buſyneſſe. 
There is no place here to declare, what miſery ſhe muſt 
ſuffre, while ſhe is great, what dolour and peryl, whan 
(he labourcth : Mozeouer, what werynes and care ſhe 
hath in the nouriſhing and bꝛyngyng vp of them, leſte 
they ſhuld ware pll, oz any myſfoztune bechance them: 
What contynual feate ſhe hath, whither they go, what 
they do, leſte they do 02 take any harme, Ueryly J can 
nat expꝛeſſe the cauſe of this greatdeſpze, that women 
haue to beate chylvzen, Woldeſt thou be a mother: 
here to: That thou mayſt replenyſhe the woꝛlde, as 
who laye. the wozlde coulde nat be fylled, extepte thou 
b:ynge foꝛthe a lyttell beaſte oꝛ two: oꝛ elles that God 
coulde not teyſe chyldzen vnto Abzaham of theſe ſame 
ſtoncs. Be neuer carcfull in the houſe of God, howe it 
ſhall be fylled: he wyll pꝛouyde well pnoughe fo: his 
howſe, that it ſhall not be emptye. But pcraduenture 
thou feareſt the rebuke of barennes. Thou art a chzt- 
ſten woman: Therfoze vnderſtande, that nowe this 
ſayenge ts paſte, Curſed be that woman in Jſrael that 
is barcyne . Thou lyueſt nowe vndera lawe, whetein 
thou ſeeſt virginitte pzeferred aboue martage: and he⸗ 
reſte the ſayenge of thy loꝛde: woo be Vito women. 
that be great and beate chyldꝛen, and bleſſed be they 
that be bareyn :Bleſled be the wombes that beare nat, 
and the bꝛeaſtes that gyue nat ſucke. Howe canſt thou 
telle, whether God wylle haue the to be oone of thoſe 


bapppe and bleſſed women: uu 
| | u 
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fully dydde the woman of Flaunders, whiche had be 
maryecd almoſte fpfcp pere, and neuer had chylde, and 
after that her huſbande was deed, maryed vnto an no- 
ther man, layeng onely foz her cauſe, to pꝛoue whether 
the faute was in her ſelfe oꝛ in her huſbande, that ſhe 
had no chyldern. Yoherfoze ſhe was woꝛthye to beate 
a chylde with great peyne and werynes: and in her la⸗ 
bour to be delyuered of her chylde, and her lyfe bothe, 
with extreme tourment. Howe be it J can nat tel, whi⸗ 
ther ſhe had any other cauſe to maty ageyn, at the leeſt 
wyſe ſhe layde that, which ſemed moſt honeſt in the ea⸗ 
res of the foolyſhe people. Perauenture thou woldeſt 
fayne ſe chyldzen comen of t hyn owne body, ſhall they 
be of any other faction troweſt thou than other childzen 
bee and thou haſt chyldzen of the citie, and alſo all oz 
ther chꝛiſten chyld;en, whom thou inayſt beare mother⸗ 
ly affection bnto. Ind thynk that they be all thyne. Foz 
ſo the lawe of mankynd dothe erhozt the,and our faith 
commaundeth. wherto haue pou ſoo great a deſpze of 
chyldzen you women e Foz yf the cares and ſozowes, 
that chyldzen cauſe vnto they: mothers, were paynted 
you in a table, there is none of pou ſo gredye of chyl⸗ 
derne. but ſhe wolde be as (ooze afrayde of them as of 
deathe: and ſhe that hath any, wolde hate theym lyke 
cruelle wplde beaſtes, oꝛ venomous ſerpentes. vohat 
toye, oz what pleaſure canne be in chylderne : whyles 
they be ponge, there is nothynge but tediouſnes, and 
whan they be elder, perpetuall feare what wayes they 
wyll take, if they be yll, euerlaſting ſoꝛowe, and ik they 
be good, there is petpetuall care.leeſt they ſhuld dye. o⸗ 
ſom harme bechance them:and leſt they ſhuld go away 


oz be chaunged. What nede me to bzynge in Octouta, 
t u ſpſter 
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ſyſter vnto Auguſtus foz an eraumplee J wold chere 

were not ſo many exaumples. as there be, of ſuche as | 
haue be made of welthy and foztunate mothers, myſe⸗ 

table, and pyned a way, and dyed fo: ſoꝛowe. Moꝛe o- 
uer, yf thou haue manp.than haſte thou greatter care, 
where the vnth2pftyncle of one ſhall wype awape all 
1 ioye that thou haſte of the reſte, And this J meane 


by the ſonnes. 4 
No we to ſpeake of the doughters. what a turment 
of care is it to kepe them: And in maryeng them, what 
peyne (hall ſhe haue? Beſyde this, that fewe fathers 
and mothers ſeeth good chyld:en of theyz owne. Foz 
very goodnefle, whyche is neuer withoute wyſcdome, 
commeth not but in dyſcreate age. Plato callyth hym 
happye.that mape attayne in his laſte age vuto wyſe⸗ 
dome and good iyfe. But whan the chyldzen be of that 
age, fathcrs and mothers be tourned to douſte. O vn⸗ 
kynde woman, that docſt not reknowicge,howe great 
a benefytte thou haſte hadde of god, that cyther dydde 
neuer beate chyldzen, oꝛels loſt them betoze the tyme of 
ſo;owce Tcherfoze Euripides ſayd full well: 

She that lacketh chyldꝛen. 

Js happy of that my ſfoꝛtune. 
¶ Therfoze thou that beateſt nat.put nat the faut e of 
thy bareynneſſe in thy hul bande: foz the faute is per⸗ 
aucnture in thy ſelfe: whiche arte condemned to be ba⸗ 
reyn, eythet by nature, oz by the wyl ol god. Ind grea⸗ 
teſt philoſophers agree in this oppnyon, that women 
beate no childꝛen.moꝛe long ot them ſelfe than of their 
huſbandes. Fo: nature neuer bzought fozth but verye 
few baten men and many women. Ind that vpõ great 
conſidetation, bicauſe there is moze loſſe in the baren- 

nes 
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nes of the man. than of the woman. Foz there cometh 

moꝛc increaſe in generation by the man, than by the wo 
man.Yoherfoze woman if the barennes be in the, thou 

doteſt vngracyouſely in bapne: foz there (hall neuer 

man get the with chylde. Ind ſo thou conceyueſt many 
vngratious dedes in thy mynde. but thou (halt neuer 

conceyue any krute in thy wombe. Ind many tymes by 

the ryghtous pꝛouyſpon of god, vnknowen vnto vs, 

there commeth none iſſue in imariage. Fo: lyke as it is 

the gyft of god, that good chyldzen be had, ſo it is his 

gift that any childꝛẽ be had at al. Therfoze to ſeke any 

other remedy than by pꝛaper, is not onely (ſuperfluous, Reg.. 
but alſo a curſed dede. Therfoze aſke chyldꝛen of god, | 
t that good chyldzen. Foz if thou haue an ylle chylde. 

it were better beare a ſnake, 02a wolfe. Therfozc aſke 

thou a chylde as Inna, wyfe vnto Yelcane, dyd al ke: 

whyche by pꝛayet. wepyng. and holy lyuyng optayned , 

a ſonne, a pꝛophet, and iudge in Jſraell, callyyd Sa⸗ 
muell: Lpke as the other Inne. wyfe vato Joachim, 

- whychetruſtpnge holly in God, bare Mary the quene 1,1, n. 
of the wozlde, vnto mannes ſaluation. Alſo Elyſabeth 

wyfe vnto Zachary, whiche had bene barepn,b:oughte 

fo:th ſapnt John, themeſſanger of our lozd, which gar Luc >. 
many a chylde vnto Chziſte, aboue the whiche cape Gencſ. 21, 
John there was neuer man bozne of woman. — 

¶ Our loꝛde gaue Iſaac. the image ot᷑ C iſt. and dhe 
begynner of two great natios of people, vnto Sata in 
hcrolde age, which was nat dyſcontent with her baͤren Iic.n. 
nes, in that tyme, whanne bareynneſſe was teckened a 

great ſhame, 

¶ The aungell of ourlozde ſhewed bnto'the wyfe of 


Manna a good and a cheftt woman, that go 
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ſhulde be bozne of her, the iydge and delyuerer of J. 
raeli. Suche chyldzcn doo they optayne, that ſoo aſ ke. 
Fo: they that be concepued of ſynne and wyckednes 
can be naught els, but vngtatiouſnes. The wozdes of 
the angel vnto Dampſons mother be theſe: Thou art 
bareyn, and without chyldzen, howe be it thou ſhalte 
conceyue à beate a ſonue. Therfozcle thou dʒinke ney⸗ 
ther wyne noz ale, noꝛ eate any vnclene thing. Foz thou 
Halte conceyue and beate a ſonne, whole heed no ra- 
zer ſhall touche, fo: he ſhall be bleſſed of God frome 
his babes acge, and frome the wombe of his mother, 
and (hall begynne to deliuer Jſracll out of the handes 
of the Philiſtyns. 
¶ Theſe wozdes putte me in remembꝛaunce nowe, to 
gyue women with chylde warnynge, that ſoo longe as 
they be great. they neither eate ſo moch to take (urfet of 
no; dꝛynke to be dzunke with. Foz many childzen haue 
afterwardts vled the ſame thinges, that their mothers 
delited in, whan they were with chylde with them. 
¶ Nowe foꝛ to declare, what diligence ought to be gi⸗ 
uen to childzen, in the bꝛyngyng vp of theym. were to 
longe to be cõpꝛehended in this boke, ik I ſhuld teach 
euety thynge at large. Wherol many counnyng men, 
bothe of olde tyme and late, haue wzyten moche in bo⸗ 
kes made purpoſely foz the ſame matter. Þ wyl touche 
a fewe thynges, that me thynke pertayne vnto the du⸗ 
tie of a wylc houſewyfe. 
¶ T yiſt of all. ict the mother reken her childzen to be 


al her treaſure. There came vpon a tyme a great ryche 
woman vnto Rome. oute of the countrey of Campa⸗ 
na, whiche was hoſted and lodged with the noble wo⸗ 
man Coznelia, wpke of Gracchus; There * ryche 
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woman ſhewed out her great treaſure vnto Coznelta, 
abfidance of ſyluet and gold, rych rayinentes,and pꝛe⸗ 
cyous ſtones : whyche whan Coꝛnelia hadde pꝛayſed. 
than deſp;ed this woman of Campanp, that ſhe wolde 
doo ſoo moche ageyne, as ſhewe her treaſure : Cozne- 
lia aunſwered, that ſhe wolde doo ſo at nyghte. Nowe 
were her chyldꝛen gone to ſchole, and were nat yet co⸗ 
men home, So at nyght whan the chyldzen were com- 
men home. ſhe ſhewid them vnto this womã. and ſayd: 
Theſe be mp chiefe treaſure. 

¶ An nother tyme a certapne woman of FJonia, made 
great boſt and ſhew of gloꝛious clothes, of great p2ice 
and goodly wozke. Coznelia ſapde: This woman ma- 
keth great boſt of her clothes. but my koute ſonnes.in⸗ 
dued with al kynd of vertue,be vnto me in ſtede of pꝛe⸗ 
cious clothes, with coſtly wozke, and all treſute. Ther⸗ 
foze in kepyng of this treaſure, and increſyng it, there 
is no labour to be refuſed, Loue ſhall make all labour 
lyght and eaſpe.voherfoze ſhe ſhal nozyſſhe them with 
her owne mylke: and obey the commandement of na⸗ 


ture, whiche gapuyng.it, bzeaſtes with mylke, vnto eue⸗ 


ry woman delyuered of chylde, ſemeth to crye and byd 
eucry woman,that hath bozne chylde, to keepe chylde, 
as other lyuynge creatures do. Alſo that wyſe and ly⸗ 
berall mother of all thynge, Nature, all that bloudde, 
whiche went vnto the nouriſhment of the chylde, while 
it was in the mothers wombe, after that the chylde is 
bozne, ſhe ſendeth it vppe vnto the bzeaſtes, tourned 
into whyte mplk, to nouriſhe the chyld with all:neither 
fo:ſakith the teder babe.after ß it is boꝛn but noriſhith 
V the ſame fade, wherok ſhe hath made it. But J haue 
ſpobẽ inough ot this mater in the bote nee 

v1 es, 
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des ik the mother can ſkyll of lerning, let her teach her 
her lytle chpldzen her (clfe, that they map haue all one, 
both foz thepz mothcr.theyz nourpſle,and theyz teacher. 
And that they may loue her alſo the moze, lerne with 
bet(': courage and moꝛe ſpede, by the meanes of the 
loue, that they: teacher hath towarde them. 
¶ Is foꝛ her daughters, ſhe ſhall beſpde the lernynge 
of the boke, inſtructe them alſo with womens craktes, 
as to handle wolle x flexe.to ſpynne,to weaue, to ſowe, 
to rule and ouerſee an howſe. 
¶ Neither a vertuous moder ought to refuſe lerning 
on the boke, but now and than ſtudy and rede holy and 
wyſe mens bokes, and though (he do it nat foꝛ her own 


ſake, at the leaſt wyſe foꝛ her chyldꝛen, that ſhe maye 


teache them, and make them good: Is Erudice, whan 
ſhe was of great age, ſette her ſelfe vato lernyng, and 
ſtudy of philoſophy, onely to theatent, that ſhe mpght 
teache her chyldzen, and ſo ſhe dyd. Foz the babe fyꝛſt 
bereth her mother, and fyꝛſte begynneth to enfourme 
her ſpeche after hers, Foz that age can do nothynge tt 
ſelfe, but countecfapte and folow2 other, and ts coun- 
nyng tn this thyng onely. She takcth her fp;ft condi⸗ 
tions and infozmatton of mynde, by ſuche as ſhe he⸗ 
eth oz ſeeth by her mother. Therfoze it lycth moze in 
the mother, than men wene, to make the conditions of 
 thechyld;cn.Fo; ſhe may make them whether ſhe wyl, 
very good, oz very badde. Rowe howe ſhe (hall make 
them good, | wyll gyuea feweſhozte rules. 1 

¶ Lette her gyue her diligence.at leaſt wiſe bicauſe o 
her chyldꝛen. that ſhe vſe no tude and blounte ſpeche, 
leſt that maner af (peakyng take luche roote in the ten 


det myndes of the chplpzen, and lo groſþand W 
N <y 
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together with theyz age, that they can not fozgette it. 
Chylderne wplllerne no ſpeche better,noz moze plainly 
erp;clle, than they wpll their mothers , Foz they wyll 
counterfet both the bertue and the vice, ik any be in it. 
¶ James,the kyng of Iragone, after that he had won 
my countre Ualence, out of thehandes of the Igare⸗ 
nes, whiche inhabyted the citie that tyme, he dꝛoue out 
the people, and commaunded men of Aragon, and wo⸗ 
men of Jlerdato go dwelle in it. So the chyldzen that 
came of them bothe, with all they: poſerptie, kepte 
theyz mothers language: whyche we lpeake there vns 
to this daye. Foz the ſpace of mozethan two hundzed 
and. i. pete. 

C.Tpberius Gracchus, and Sapus Gracchus, were 
counted the moſt eloquent men of Rome, and they ler⸗ 
ned of theyz mother Comelia, whole epiſtoles were ted 
in the olde woꝛlde, full of pure eloquence, 

¶ Iſtrina, the quene of Dcithta, wife vnto kyng Iri- 
ptthis, taught her ſon Dyles, the greke tongne. Yiſo 
Plato comimandeth, that nurces ſhal nat vſe to tell vn 
to childꝛen bayne and tryflpng fablcs. 

¶ This ſame thing is to be charged vnto the mothers 
tongne. Foz by the reaſon ot ſuche bztngynge vp: ſome 
after they be come to ſadder age. haue ſuche chyldyſſhe 
and tender ſtomackes, that thep can nat abyde to here 
any thyng of wyſedome oz ſadnes, but delyte all toge⸗ 
ther in bokes of peuyſthe fables. which neyther be true 
no: lykelyt. Thertoʒe mothers (hal haue redy at hande 
pleaſanthiſtoztcs and honeſt tales, of the comendation 
of vertue.and rebukynges of vice. Ind lette the chylde 
hete thoſe kyʒſt: and whan it can nat pet tell what is 


good and what is bad, it ſhall begynne to loue 3 
| g WO 
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and hatebyce: and ſo growe bp and ware with thoſd 
opintous : and ſhall go aboute to be lpke vnto them, 
whom he hath harde his mother commede and vnlpks 
vnto thoſe, whom lhe hath diſpzayſed, | 
CE The mother ſhall reherle vnto them the laudes of 
vertue, and the diſpꝛaiſeok vice,and repete often times 
to dꝛyue them into the childzeng remembꝛance. J wold 
Ge Guide haue ſome holy ſapenges and pꝛeceptes 
of lyuynge commenip in vſe, whiche harde dyuers ty⸗ 
mes, (hall at the laſte abyde in the chyldzens remem- 
bꝛance, though they gyue no hede vnto them. Foz chil⸗ 
dꝛen ronne vnto their mother, and aſtze her adutſe in al 
thyng : they inquire euery thynge of her: what ſome e⸗ 
yer (he an(wereth, they beleue and tegatde and take it 
euen foꝛ the goſpell. 
¶ O mothers, what an occaſion be you vnto your chi 
dꝛen, to make them whether you wyll. good 07 badde x 
Than ſhulde ryght and good opinions and the pure 
fapth of Chaſte be enfunded into thep2 mpndes, to diſ⸗ 
piſe riches, power, honour, ponipe.nobtlitte, and beau⸗ 
tle, and to teken them foz vapne and folyſſhe thyn⸗ 
ges: but ttiſttce, deyotion, boldnes, continence, coun⸗ 
nynge, mekenes, mercye, and charite with mankynde, 
to teken theſe thynges goodlye, and wozthye to be 
regarded and ved: and to counte them the true and 
ſure goodes, Neither to haue in honour ſuche men, in 
whom thoſe thynges be, that we ſpake of befoze, but 
in whome thele be. - 
¶ what ſome euer ſhall be ſpoken of any manne, 02 
done wyſely, wpttyip, oz honeſtly, let het pꝛayſe it vn- 
to them. Ind what ſomeuet any man hath done lewd⸗ 
ly, ſubtyllp, falſely, "awfully, weckedly, 3 
| 1? 2 
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Iv, tebuke that foze. 7 232001 | | 
¶ ohan ſhe enbꝛaceth her chylde and kyſſeth it. and 
wyll pꝛayt it ſome good lucke. let her nat pꝛaye of this 
faſſhion ; God make the rycher than euer was Crefus 
o Craſſus : god make the moze honourable, than euet 
was Pompeius oz Ceſar: god make Þ moe foꝛtunate 
than euer was ZJuguſtus. But let her pꝛay on this faſ⸗ 
ſhion: Chꝛyſte gyue the grace to be good and continet, 


o folowe his ſteppes, to do after ſaint Paule, and ma⸗ 
e the moze tuſte than euer was Cato,holyer than Dos 


tf to diſpiſe foztune of the wozld, to be vertuous,and' 


crates 02 Senecke, moꝛe counnynge than Plato oꝛ N- | 


riſtotle,oz moze eloquent than Demoſthenes oz Tulli⸗ 
us. Thelelether ceken fo; great thinges,and to be de⸗ 


ſpred. Thele let her ſeke and wyllhe koz, that wolde 


pꝛay fo; good thynges. 


¶ Let the mother neuer laugh at any wozd oz dedeof 


p chylde, donelewdely, ſhamfully, noughtly, wantonly 


oꝛ pyertly, no2 kyſſe it therfoze. Fo: chilozen wyl lyght= | 
ly ble them ſelfe vnto ſuche thynges. as they le be ple 
ſaunt and delectable vnto theyz father and mother: 


no: wyll uat loue them, after they be comen to mannes 
02 womans eſtate, Therfoze the mother ſhal cozrectthe 
chylde fo; ſuche doyng: and let it knowe. that it neither 
doth wel, noꝛ ſhe is nat content ther with. Ind agayn on 
the other lyde, let het enbꝛace and kyſſe it, whan ſo euer 
it dothe any thynge that is a ſygne ok goodnes. 
¶ The ſtoicke philoſophers lape, that there be certain 
kyets oz ſedes, whether pou wyl call them,bzedde by nas 
ture in vs ot᷑ the ſame iuſtice, in the which ß fyꝛſt father 
of mankynde was made by almyghtye god: that lytell 
pet, it it myght encreale in vs wolde bzynge vs vp vn⸗ 
| , g· li. | 9 
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to the perfection of vertue, and bleſſed lyuynge. But tt 
ts dꝛouned with coꝛtupte opinions and iugementes. 
And whan it begynneth to lyght and flame vp a lpttel, 
it doth nat only lacke nouriſſhement, but alſo is quen- 
ched with contrary blaſtes of wynde.Fathcrs andmo- 
thcrs, nourſcs, [cole maiſters,kpnſfolkes, frendes, ac- 
quaintaunce, and the commen people, which is a ma(- 
tet of great ettout, all theſe do that thep can to plucke 
vp thoſe ſedes of vertue by therootes, and to ouer 
whelme that lyttell fyꝛe. as (one as it begynneth to ap⸗ 
pere.But all they regarde ryches moche, and gyue ho- 
noute vnto nobilitie. and reuerence vnto honour, and 
ſeke fo: power, and pꝛaiſe beautie, and woꝛſhip pompe, 
and folo we pleaſures, But they trede pouertie vndet 
fote, and mocke ſimple mindes. They ſuſpecte deuoti⸗ 
on, and hate connynge: and all kynde of bettue they 
call folly, Ind wha ſomeuet they pzape foz any thyng, 
they wiſſhe fo; thoſe that J ſpake of befoze. But if any 
body ons name theſe other thinges, they abhozre them 
as vnluckpe ſygnes. Ind therfoze theſe lye vnder fete, 
and be deſpiſed, Neither any mũ applieth him ſelf vnto 
them: but thoſe other thinges be in regatde a pzice:and 
all men ronneth vnto them. Foz wherof J pꝛape you 
commeth this, that we haue ſo manye lewde fclowes 
and fooles, and ſo fewe good and wple men e whan 
that the — nature of mankpnde is moꝛe inclined of 
it owne [clfe vnto vertue, than vnto vice, 


¶ Therfozc a good wife ſhall withſtand theſe coꝛtup⸗ 
ted opinions, with other better, and moze mete, ko; 
Chziftcn folkes : and ſhall nouriſhe vp in her childzen 
that lytel fp:e, that I ſpake of befoze; and water thoſe 


ſcdes with the dzoppes of good teachpage,thacthe ee 
maye 


* 


A CHRISTEN VONMAN, 115 


map riſe bp vnto great lyght, and the ſedes vnto moch 
and good cozne. 


C Let her nat bꝛeake the ſtrength both of their bodies 
their wittes,and vertue,with wanton and deinty bztn- 
gyng vp. I haue ſene very fewe men come to gretpzofe 
of epther lernyng, witte. oz vertue, that had ben dapnt- 
ly bought vp. Nepther the bodies can come vnto their 
due ſtrength, wha they be febled with delicate keping. 
And lo wha mothers wene they ſaue their childzen,they 
leſe them: and whan they go about to kep e them in 


helth and their lyfe. ä 

¶ Let them loue their childzen well, as conuenient is 
and ſpate nat. Foꝛ who wolde either adnull oz diſpꝛeiſe 
the lawe of natures Oz what a crueltie is it.nat toloue 
them that thou haſt bozne e But pet let them Hyde theit 
loue, leſte the chyldzen take boldenes ther vpon, to do 


what they lyſte. 
¶ Noz lette nat loue ſtoppe her to punyſſhe her chyl⸗ 


wyttes with ſadde bꝛyngynge vp. Foz you mothers be 
the cauſe of moſt parte of ylnes amonge folkes: wher⸗ 
by pou mape ſe howe moche pour chyldzen ate behol⸗ 
dynge bnto pou, whiche induce naughty opinions in⸗ 
to them with your folp. Foꝛ you haue the bzyngyng vp 


of them: and you alowe they; vnthziftynes. Ind whan 


they be goynge vnto hygh bettue, and abhozre the ry⸗ 

ches of the wozlde; and the poinpe of the dyuyll: you 

with pour wepynge, and ſharpe rebukynge, calle them 

backe agapn into the deuylles ſnares:bycauſe you had 

leauer ſe them tyche than good, 

C Igripppus, mother vnto 9 Neto, whan 
g · u. 


helth and ſtrength, they folyſſhly mpnyſthe bothe theit 


dꝛen koz their vices, and to ſtrength their bodyes and 
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the had aſtzed ſouth ſapers of her ſonne. whether he 
chuld be emperour, yea ſayd they, but he (hall kyll his 
mother: Let hym kyll her(ſayde ſhe) ſo that he map be 
emperout. Ind ſo he bothe was emperour, and kylled 
her. But whan it came to the poynt, Agrippina wolde 
nat gladly haue beue bylled, and repented that her ſon 
had the emppꝛe. 
¶ Fynally vou. though your cherpſlhynge, wyll ney⸗ 
ther let them take labour to lerne vertue ; and haue a 
plealure,tofylle them full of vyces with delycatenes, 
e mam of you wepe and watle(foz I ſpeke nat 
of all) — be well punyſſhed and moꝛthyly in this lyle. 
fo2 your madnes. Whan pou be ſoꝛy to ſe your childʒen 
fucheas your ſelte haue made them. Noz you be not lo- 
ued of them agayne, whan they perceiue the ſelke vn⸗ 
22 all other foz pour loue. 

There is a certayne tale of a yonge man, whyche 
whan he was led to be put to deth, deſired to ſpeke with 
his mother: and whan ſhe came, layde his mouthe to 
her eate.and bote it of. And whan the people that were 
by tebuked hym, callyng hym nat onely a theke, but al⸗ 
ſo curſed, foꝛ ſo entreatynge his mother, he ani wered 
agapne: This is the rewarde foz her bꝛyngynge vp. 
Fo: if ſhe (ſayde he) had cozrected me foz ſtealynge my 
felowes boke out of the ſchole, whiche was my fyꝛſte 
thefte : than had J nat pzoceded vuto theſe myſches 
uous dedes. Butlhe cheryſſhed me, and kyſlcd me, 
fo: my doynge. 
¶ Nowe wherto ſhulde J rcherle the madnes of thoſe 
mothers, that loue better thoſe chyldzen, that be foule, 
croked, leude, dullatdes, ſluggardes, dzounkerdes, 


vntuly, and foloſhe, than thoſe, that be fayze, 17 
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eyght, counnynge. quycke wytted, inuentyue, lobze. 
treatable, quiet. aud wyſe ! Whether is this an errour of 
folkes mpndes, 02 a punyſhement of god, deſerued fox 
their [pns, to make them to loue ſuche thynges as be 
wozthy no loue Dumme beaſtes cheryſſhe euer the 
fayzeſt of their whelpes, oz byꝛdes: and lyghtiy it is a 
ſygne of good pꝛoſte in them, whan the dammes make 
moche of them. Alſo hunters knowe that that ſhalbe 
the beſte dogge, whiche the damme is mooſte bulye a= 
bonte, and foz whome ſhe careth the mooſt, and carteth 
kyꝛſte in to het lytter. But in mankynde that is the 
mooſte vyle and the leeſt wozthe, that the mother lo⸗ 
ueth moſte tenderly. 1. | 
¶ It pou wyll be loued in dede of pour chyldꝛen, and 
ſpecyallp in that age, whan they knowe what is true 
and holy loue, than make them nat to loue pou ouei 
moche whan they knowe nat pet what loue is: but ſet 
moꝛe by a ſpiced cake, a hony combe, oꝛ a pete ot ſugate 
than by both father and mother. No mother loued her 
childe better than mpne dyd me: neither any childe dyd 
euer leſſe percepue hym ſelte loued of his mother than 
She neuer lyghtely laughed vpon ime, the neuer 
okered me: and pet whan J had ben, tit. 02. tith dayes 
out of herhouſe, that ſhe wyſt nat where, ſhe was al⸗ 
mooſte ſoze ſycke. Ind whan J was comen home, J 
coulde nat perteyue that euet ſhe longed koꝛ me. Ther- 
foze was there no body that Jmoze ffed, 0z was m 
lothe to come tipghe; than my mother. whan J was s 
childe. But akter J came to yonge mans eſtate. there 
was nobody, whome J delyted moꝛe to haue in ſyght. 
whole memo nowe J hade in renerence and as ofte 
as the comethe to my temembꝛaunte, 2 — 
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within mp mynde and thoughte, whan J cannat with 
m pe. | 
C3 had a frende at Paris, a bery wel lerned man, whi 
che amonge other great benetites of god. reckned this 
fo: one:that his mother was deade,that cheriſſhed him, 
ſo wonderoudly : which(ſapd he)if he had ltued, J had 
neuer come to atis to lerne: But had ſyt ſtyl at home 
all mp life, amonge dicing,dzabbes,delicates,and plea- 
ſures, as J begonne, Powe coude this man loue his 
mother, that was ſo glad of her dethe But a wyle 
mother (hall nat wyſſhe foz pleaſures vnto her chylde, 
but vertue : Noz fo; ryches, but foz counnynge and 
good kame. And rather foz an honeſt dethe, than koz an 
vncomelp lyte. 
¶ The womẽ ot᷑ Lacedemon had leauer their ſonnes 
chulde die honeſtlye, fo; the defence of their countrep, 
than flee to ſaue their lyues, Ind we rede in hiſtozies, 
that manp of the haue kylled with their owne handes 
their ſonnes. that were cowardes and daſtardes,pzo- 
nouncyng theſe wozdes. 
This was neuer my ſonne, 
Noꝛ boꝛne in Lacedemone. 
CSophaa, whiche had. iti. goodly daughters. named 
them with. ui. names of vertu, Pope, faith,and Chatite 
and was very glad to ſe them all die fo: the honout of 
Chaſte.and buried them her o wne ſelfe, nat farre from 
Rome in the time of Dadzpan thempetout. 
¶ Lette nat the mothers be ſo dilygent in teachynge 
theyz chyldzen craftes to gette good by, as to make 
them vertuous. Reither ſhal bydde them take example 
of ſuch as haue gathered moche goodes in ſhoꝛt ſpace: 
but rather of ſuche as haue comen vnto great vertue 
wg and 
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and goodnes. | 
C The people of Megara is diſpꝛeiſed, and nat with⸗ 
out a cauſe, oz t nge their childꝛen nigardeſhippe 


and couetiſe: and in ſtede of honeſt childzen, made thein 
ſparynge bonde men. vohertoꝛe they cauſed ſuch thyn⸗ 
ges, as we ſe chaunceth nowe adayes, that with byd- 
dynge them ſo ofte, ſeke fo: good, get good, increaſe 
thep; good, and gather good by all meancs, they cau- 


ſed their childzen to do miſchieke and vngratious de⸗ 


des. The whiche faute is a great parte in the fathcrs 
and mothers whiche be counlaplouts.cauſers, and ſet⸗ 
ters vpon: and as good reaſon was, whan the childzen 
coulde fyne none other wapes to come by ryches, they 
robbed their fathers and mothers. Ind if they ſaw that 
all was ſo well and cloſely layde vp, that they coulde 
nat come by it, than begunne they to hate their fathers 
and mothers, and wyſlhe fo: theyꝛ deathes, and ſeke 
meanes to rydde them awape. Ind it is plapnely kno- 
wen, that many haue poyſoned they; fathers and mo⸗ 
thers, bycauſe they thought to longe, to tarry tyll they 
dycd fo2 age, 

Often times they rebuke their fathers and mothers 
of they; owne vices, as thoughe they had lerned them 
by they: example oz neglygence . Fo: the vnthziktye 
ponge man, whiche had an vnthaiftpe father, ſayde of 
this fafſyon : I wplil impute myne vnthꝛyktynes vnto 
my father. Foz J was nat bzought vp with ſadde de⸗ 
meanour.neyther vnder the lawe ofa wel oꝛdzed hous. 
whiche moughte haue inſtructed mp maners better, 
and plucked me from thole vices, that myne age was 


inclyned to. But whan that fyzſt age of chyldꝛen ought 
to be holden under, and kepte in 4 ſadde oꝛdꝛynge 
leſt 


1. 


? 


THE INSTRYCTION OF 


leſt it fall vnto vice, thzough oucr moche lpbertie, from 
whiche it wyll be hatde to plucke them agayne, and 
as the wyſe man counſayleth, neuer haue the rodde of 
the boyes backes : than ſpecially the daughters ſhulde 
be handeled without any cheryſſhynge. Foz cheryl⸗ 
ſhynge marreth the ſonnes. but it vtterly diſtropeth the 
daughters. And men be made woꝛſe with ouer moche 
Iybcrtie, but the women be made vttetly naught. Foz 
they be lo ſet vpon pleaſures and fantaſyes,that except 
they be well bzydeled and kepte vnder. they rounne on 
Hecd in to a thouſande myſchicffes. Nowe Howe the 
daughters oughte tobebzoughte vp, J haue ſhewed 
in the boke afoze, Therefoze the mother ſhall rede hit, 
both bycauſe there be many thynges pertaynyng vnto 
maricd women. and bycaule it is the mothers ductie,to 
ſe that het doughtcrs do that we teache there. 
¶ And whan the mothers haue pꝛouyded as well as 
they can by wozdes,that no foule. vncomely, oꝛ vnclen⸗ 
ly thynge. oz ieo perdous, oꝛ vngratious abyde in the 
chyldes mynde, than ſhall they pꝛouyde mooſte of all, 
both by example and dedes, that the childe fe nothing. 
whiche can nat be counterfeted and folowed without 
ſhame. Foꝛ as J ſayd befoze, that age is cuen almoſte 
Iyke an ape, and dothe nothyngeof it ſelfe. but all by 
counterfetynge of other. And thoughe the fathers and 
mothers by their auctozitie and loue, and alſo com- 
maundement, put the pll examples of othet folkes out 
of the chp!dzens mpndes, pet they can nat rebuke that 
they do them ſ(elfe : oꝛ though they wolde rebuke it, pet 
wyll nat chyldzen be ſo moche moued with that, that 
they Here, as with that, that they ſe, Wherkoꝛe the poet 
Juucnall ſapthe full well, that theramples of fathers: 
and 
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and mothers, map do moe, than a great deale of war⸗ 
ge and teachynge, of a great ſozte of maiſters : fo: 
they ſhall do them moze hurce by the example of one pl 
dede, than they haue done them good by moche holy 
tounſaylynge. And therfoze the afoze ſayde poet coun⸗ 
ſayleth wpſely in the. ru. Satyʒe on this manet: 
Let nothynge, that is filthy to ſpeake oꝛ ſe, 
Come nere thoſe doꝛes, wherin childꝛen be. 
Awaye with ſonges of baudes, wenches lyght, 
Aud ſkoſſyng igueis, that walken all nyght. 
Thou ſhuldeit gyue childꝛen great reuerence, 
If thou go about any inconueuience. 
*No: ſet at lyght a chyldes yeres and age, 
But whan thou falleſt in to outrage: 
yet foꝛ thy lytell chylde, whiche is in ſyght. 
Refrayne that foule acte withall thy myght. 
¶ Celius Plinius diſpꝛeiſeth Rumpdia Nuadzitilla, 
bycauſe ſhe kepte and cheriſſhed players and ieſterg. 
moze than was conuenpent foz a noble woman. Hat 
withſtandyng he commendeth the olde womans wiſe⸗ 
dome in this poynt, bycauſe ſhe wolde nat ſuffer her 
Neuewe Quadzatus. to loke vpon her players, nep⸗ 
ther within her houſe, no2 in the cõmon playeng place. 
Ind whan ſo euer ſhe wolde here them, oz was aboute 
to take her paſtyme in playenge at the cheſtis, ſhe b⸗ 
ſed to commaunde her neuewe to go his wape and ſtu⸗ 
dy his boke. | 
¶ The ſame afozeſayd Plinius giueth great thankes 
by a letter bnto Hyſpula his wyfes aunte, bycauſe ſhe 
had bꝛoughte vp and inſtructed his wyfe with good 
lernynge, whiche neuer ſawe any thyng in her auntes 
houſe, but honeſtie and vertues. Ind no doute, moche 
moze diligence ought to be 8 the 9 
it, that 


THE INSTRYCTION! OF 


that nothyng blotte they2 demurencs, chaſtitic, ozſad- 
nes, bycaule theſe thynges be requp;ed moze perkecte 
in a woman than a man. Ind the feinales in all kyn⸗ 
des of beaſtes do folowe example mooſte wittilp, and 
eucrmoze redely and moze perfeetip the vyces, whiche 
thyngethe male dothe alſo, voherfoze ſhe wyll lpghtly 
do that which ſhe ſeeth her mother do, oz any other wo⸗ 
man that (he ſeeth regarded of folkes. eyther ſhe can 
rcfcayne her ſelłe, if ſhe haue their example foz aucto⸗ 
titie. Wherfoze in ſuch countres, where the noble and 
gentyll women be badde, there be but fewe of the lowe 
degree and commpnaltie good. Ind than they that be 
b:ought vp of yl women, be nat lightly any other them 
ſelfe. Bowe be it, the daughter reſembleth nat ſo moche 
her mother, as her that hath bꝛought and noꝛiſſhed ber 
bp. Xoherfoze many baſtardes, which haue be bzo de 
bp with their graundmothers on the fathers ſyde. be- 
ing vertuous women, haue gone out of they; mothers 
kinde, and folo wed the like and holynes of theit gran: 
mothers that noutiſſhed them. | 

¶ Cato thelder, banyſſhed Gaius Manlius out of the 
ſenate houſe, bycauſe he kyſſed his owne wpfe, his 
daughtcr beynge by. Foz that tgnozant age vnderſtan- 
deth nat, wherfoze cuery thynge is done, but it wyll 
repꝛeſent the lame actes, lyke as a glaſſe repzeſcntethe 
the kaſſhtons of bodycs, ſette afoze it, but nat in the 
ſame condition. Whiche thynge the mooſte wyſe and 
holye mau Eleazar vaderſtandynge, whan he was 
commaunded by the ſtatute of kynge Intiochus, to 
tate ſwynes kleſſhe, and refuſed it, and was counſayled 
by pagannes that were his frendes, at leaſte wyſe to 
wake countenaunce, as though he dyd eate it, that he 
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myght bnder that coloure cſcape, as thoughe he had 
obeycd the kynges wyll, he made anſwere, that he had 
leauet dye, than do any thynge that myght gyue pll ex⸗ 
ample to yongefolkes, and ſpake vnto them in theſe 
wozdes. Foꝛ it is nat conuenient noz comelp fo myne 
age, to bſe any ſymulation. that ponge men mape lu⸗ 
ſpecte Eleazar, whiche nowe is paſte. xxx. peres and 
tenne of age, is toutned bnto the lyfe of alyantes and 
infidels: and ſo they by the meanes of mp ſpmulation, 
and fo: a lyttell ſpace of this cozruptible lyfe, (hall be 
diſceyued: and by that meanes ſhall J gette a ſhame 
and curſe vnto myne olde age. Foz though J ſcape the 
punyſſhement of men, at this pꝛeſent tyme: yet (hall J 
nat (cape the handes of almighty god, neyther quycke 
no; deade, Yherfo:e J wyl do as is ſeming myne age, 
dye boldly, and leaue an example of noble ſtomake vn⸗ 
to ponge men, whan J ſhall take an honeſt dethe with 
aredy and bolde mynde, foz the moofte holy and vers 
tuous lawes. 

¶ Is ſone as this was ſapd, he was ſtreyght caryed 
bnto execution. and they that led him, which were moze 
fauourable to hym befoze, were than diſpleaſcd, foz the 
wozdes that he had ſpoken which they thought that he 
had ſapd of pꝛeſumption. but whan he was nygh bea⸗ 
ten to deathe, he cryed out and ſayde : Loꝛde thou that 
haſt holy knowlege,thou knoweſt plapnely,that whan 
I myght haue bene delyuered from deathe,yet J ſuffre 
harde pepnes of mp body : and J ſuffre them gladiye 
with all mpne-harte, fo: dꝛeade of the, And ſo he depar⸗ 
ted awape, leaupnge a memoꝛiall of his deathe, koꝛ an 


exaumple of vertue and boldenes, not only vnto yonge 
men, but vato al his nation,Therfoze the ſonnes 2 47d 
etn⸗ 
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ve enkoꝛmed and taught with example of their fathers. 
Neither ther ought any thing to be ſhewed vnto them, 
that may be turned lyghtly vuto vice, leſte they tourne 
it moe lyghtly, both by the reaſon of theit owne igno⸗ 
rance,and by reaſon of mans nature, which is inclined 
vnto the wozle. 
¶ Our loꝛde punyſſhed Hely, the iudge and byſchop 
of Iſtaell. nat bycauſe he gaue an pll exaumple vnto 
his ſonnes Ophint and Phinees, but bycaulſe he dyd 
not punyſche his ll and vngraciouſe ſonnes. Ther⸗ 
koze he peryſſhed with a falle out of his chap:e, and the 
herytage of his benefpce was gyuen awape vnto a 
nother kynred. | 
¶ Nowe howe moche moze greuous bengeatince wyll 
he take bponſuche fathers, as teache they: chyldzen 
eyther by counſaple.oꝛ by their example.to lyue vngra⸗ 
ciouſip: Ind ſeynge that the punyſſhement of the ſon⸗ 
nes, whiche were adulterars, redounded vnto the fa- 
ther, bycauſe he dyd nat pꝛohybet them, as moche as 
laye in hym : xohat hall he do to ſuche fathers, that 
crcite and moue they: childꝛen vnto lechery. pleaſures, 
and vngratious actes, either with wozdes, ozels with 
dedes! And on the other (pde,of the woman that accu 
ſtometh her childꝛen vnto vertue,the maiſter of the pa⸗ 
gannes ſaynct Paule, ſpeketh in this maner : The 
woman hath gone out of the waye by tranſgreſſion, 
howe be it ſhe (hall be laued by bzyngynge foꝛthe of 
chyldꝛen, if ſhecontynewe in faythe, charite, and holy⸗ 
nes with chaſtitie. 
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Of twyſe matied women and of ſtepmothers. The. xu. Chap. 


Uche as marye agayne, after the deathe of theyz 

lyꝛſt houſbandes, belyde all that we haue wꝛytte 
hete befoze, muſte be warned this thinge, to take hede, 
leſt they dilpleaſe they: houſbandes, whiche they haue, 
with otter moche reherſpnge of they: kyꝛſte houſban⸗ 
des. The condition of the wozlde is ſuche, that euer 
folkes recken thynges paſte, better than thynges that 
de pꝛeſente. The cauſe whye is, bycauſe no kelicitie is 
ſo great, but it hath moche diſpleaſure and bytternes 
myngled with it: whiche ſo longe as it is pꝛelent, gre- 
ueth vs ſoze, but whan it is ones gone, it leaueth no 
great felynge of it ſelfe behynde it: and fo; that cauſe 
we leme the leſſe troubled with ſozowes paſte, than 
with ſozowes pzeſent. Alſo age rounnethe on a pace, 
whiche map euery dap wozſe than other ſuffer diſplea- 
ſure, and is moze feble to ſuſtapne caſualties chaun⸗ 
ſynge. Moze oucr the remembzaunce of the fourther 
and moze luſtye age, and as it were a coinparyſon of it 
with the moze paynefull age, cauſeth great werynes of 
the pꝛeſent ſtate, and longynge foz that whiche is paſt, 
But Dalomon wolde not haue ſuche thoughtcs to 
come in to the mynde of a wpſe man, foztorecken the 
peres paſt better than the peres pꝛeſent. Neyther a wiſe 
woman oughte to counte 02 recken her houlebande, 
vhiche is deade, better than hym, whiche ſhe hath on 
lyue. Foz they be ofte diſcepue? in this poynte,bycauſe 
if any thynge dillyte them in their houſbande, whome 
they haue, than call theyto remembzaunce onely ſuche 
poyntes as pleaſed them in their fpzſte houſbandes. 


Ind that thyage they do the moze ſpiteouſly, ik theyꝛ 
pꝛelent 
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pꝛeſent houſband diſcontent thepz mynde in thoſe thin- 


ges, wherin their kyꝛſt houſbandes dyd them pleaſure, 
Than without all conſideration of other thynges. they 
compare their houſbandes together onely in that: and 
there vpon tyſeth pepne, whynynge, and troublous 
woꝛdes. agaynſt their houſbandes. Ind whyles they 
bewayle and complapne the myſſe of their deade houl⸗ 
bande, they kepe nother. 
¶ Is fo; ſtepmothers they haue an vll name, as ma- 
lycyous towarde their houſbandes chyldzen: of the 
which thing there be many examples in memozy. Ther 
foze women muſte be warned ofte, to tule they; owne 
bꝛapdes and fantayſyes of mpnde : fo: thereof cometh 
the fountayne and begynnynge of all bothe yll and 
good. Ind if thou thy bzaydes to rule the, they 
wyll bꝛynge vpon the a great numbze of troubles and 
miſetyes.whiche afterwardes thou ſhaltenat lyghtely 
ſhake of. But it thou rule them, than ſhalte thou lyue 
holly and foztunatly, Ind that thynge thou ſhalte op⸗ 
tayne, if thou wylt ſtudy dilygently, whyles thy minde 
is at reſte and quietnes. howe thou mayſte behaue thy 
ſelfe, whan cauſes of motion and trouble come vpon 
the. Therfoze ſtepmothers be nat rough and vnreaſo- 
gable, ſaupnge ſuche, whoſe paſſions and bzaydes of 
mynde playethe the tyꝛantes ouer them: and they do 
nat rule theit bzaydes, but folowe and ſcruethem. Foz 
the that is ledde with diſcretion, reaſoa, and conſydera⸗ 
tion. ſhall recken her ſelfe and her houſoande all one, 
And therfoze ſhe ſhall coun*> bothe his chyldzen and 
hers comon to them bothe Foz if Frendſhyp make al 
thyngecomon amonge frendes,in ſo moche that many 
haue loued and fatoured thepz freudes a as 
| er 
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they owne : howe moche moze abundantly and perfet- 
ly oughte wedlocke to cauſe the lame, whiche is the 
hygheſt degree, nat onely of all frendſhippes, but alſo 
of all bloode and kynred : 

¶ Moꝛe ouer. ſhe ought to haue compaſſion of they; | 
tender and weake age, in remembzaunce of her owne. 
Foz if (he haue child;en, ſhe ſhal loue others to, remem⸗ 
bꝛynge that the chaunce ofthe wozldets in differente, 
and that her chyldzen ſhall fynde ſuche fauoure of o⸗ 
ther folkes, whether ſhe dye oz lyue, as ſhe hath ſbewed 
to other folkes chy[dzen. Ind in dede a good woman | 
wyll be vnto her houſbandes chyldzen that, which ſhe | 
mape here them call her ſo often, that is mother. Foz | 
what woman is ſo farre out of all humanitie and gene 
tilnes, that wyll nat be moued and mytygated with 
this woꝛde, mother, of whom ſo euer it is ſapde Ind 
ſpeciallp of chyldꝛen, whiche can nat flatter, but ſpeke 
ſo euen with theyz ſtomacke. lyke as they wolde theyz 
owne mother, of whome they were bone e Boweſwete 
is the name of Frendſhype Howe many diſpleaſures | 
and hatredes dothe it put awaye e Than,howe moche 
moꝛe effectuatl oughte the name of mother tobe, wht- | 
che is full of incredible charitie : Thou mooſte irefull | 
woman, doſt thou nat mollifye, whan thou hereſt thy 
ſelfe named mother e Thou arte moze ragious than 
any wylde beaſte, if that name wyll nat ſturre the. Foz 
thete is no beaſte ſo ragious and cruelle, but if an o⸗ 
ther ponge of her owne kpnde, faune vpon her. ſhe will 
be by and by mylde vnto it. Ind thy houſbandes chyl⸗ 
dꝛen can not make the gentyll and mylde with ſwete | 
woꝛdes. Thou arte called mother, and ſheweſt thy ſelfe 
an enempe. Thou-many tymes gatherynge hate _ 

| | 
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out cauſe, vſeſte it vpon that weake and innocent age. 
And whan it were conuentent, that all Chziſten men 
chulde be as bzetherne to the, in beneuolence and charts 
tye, thou hateſt thoſe, that be conioyned vnto the in 
houle and blode, and that be bzetherne vnto thy chyl⸗ 
dꝛen. It is maruayle, that the ſoule of their mother 
dothe nat purſue the, vere and trouble the. Do pou 
vnderſtande, you ſtepmothers that be ſuche, that pour 
baruely ite and hate commeth but of the dꝛeames of 
your owne folly:Foz why do not ſtepfathers hate their 
wines childzẽ in like manerzFoz there is no ſtepfather, 
but he loueth his wiues ſon as wel as his owne, 

¶ I haue tedde of manye ſtepfathers,that haue giuen 
the inheritaunce of realmes vnto their wpues ſonnes. 
euen as they had ben they; owne, as Auguſtus lefte 
thempy:e of Rome vuto Tyberius, and Claudius vn- 
to Nero:Ind yet had Juguſtus chylders chyldzen, and 
chyld:en of them agapne : Ind Claudius had a ſonne, 
Whiche thynge they dyd not koz lackeof knowlege, 
that they were not theyz owne ſonnes, but bycauſe they 
percepued in reaſon and conſyderation, that there was 
no cauſe of hate betwene ſtepfathers and ſteppe ſonnes 
excepte they: owne condition dyd cauſe it. Foʒ what of- 
fence hath ſtepſonnes made vnto theyz ſtepfathers, ex⸗ 
cepte they haue offended thein bycguſe they were nat 
they; owne ſonnes. Is foz that thing lap in goddes haz 
des. and nat in mans power. 
Crea but ſome wold ſay, the ſtepfathers do nat playe 
and trifle with theit tepſonnes,as their mothers wold. 
To make anſwere there bnto, by that argument theyz * 
naturall fathers do not loue them. But wherto ſhulde 
I aye any thyng of the ſtepkathert loue, whan 8 
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ſome mothers ſo madde, that they wene they houſbans 
des loue not theyz owne natural childzen, bycauſe they 
do not tryfle and foole with them all the dap and all the 
uyght ſtyl. as them ſelfe doth. The man can nat dote as 
the woman can. Foz that ſame ſtronge ſtomake of man 
can holde and couer loue well inoughe, and tuleth it, 
and dothe nat obey it. But pou ſtepmothers, whye do 
nat pou eter kyſſe, combe, and pyke your ſtepchyldzen 
as you do pour owne:there is ſo gret datknes of myſtp 
fantaſies in your myndes, that what ſo cuer you loue, 
pou thynke cuery body ſhulde loue the ſame, and that 
no man loueth that tnough:and what ſo euer pou hate, 
vou thynkeis woꝛthy to be hated of euery man, and 
that euer body loueth that to moche. Ind ſome there 
be, whiche whan they hate they: ſtepſonnes deadly. pet 
they ſwere they loue them: which be madde,and if they 
beleue, that any man wyll beleue them: And pet they 
be moze madde, if they wene to diſceyue god. Doeſt 
thou loke after, that Chziſte ſhulde here the, whan thou 
calleſte hym father, whan thou w2ythyeſt awaye from 
thy ſteppe chyldꝛen, callynge the mother « Sayncte 
Johan the apoſtele doth nat beleue that any ſuche doth 
toue the inuilible god, that hateth his bꝛothet whome 


he loketh vpon, 


Howe ſpe Patt be gane her ſelf wil ger Kynſfolkes and 
alpance. The. piu. Chap. 


ge great lerned man Nigidius Figulus ſapthe. 
the deryuation and [ygnification of ſpſter, 1s as 


thoughe J wolde ſaye, ſeperate and goynge aſyde, 


bycauſe ſhe is ſeperate: and gocth in to an other houſe 
and kynred. vohiche thynge eren, it is fo, the woman 


that 
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that is maryed ſhall begynne to be moze ſerupſeable 
vnto her alyance, than to her kynſe folkes, and ſo it is 
conuenient fo: many cauſes. Fy:ſte, bycauſe ſhe is as 
it were ſkyfted and planted in to that kyn, vnto which 
Ge ſhal beare chy the which ſhe ſhal multiply 
with her temynge. Secondlp, bycauſe ſhe hath the be⸗ 
neuolence and loue of her owne kynſefolkes all redye, 
@Therfo:e ſhe muſte ſeke foz the loue of her alpaunce 
afterwardes, Thyzdlye, that her chyldzen maye haue 
the mozeloue of they; fathers kynred, whan they ſhall 
be holpe nat only with the beniuolence of their father, 
but alſo of theyʒ mother. Ind in ſhoꝛte concluſion, it 
ſhall be cauſe of many pleaſures, if thou be loucd of 
thyn alyance, and many diſpleaſures.it thou be hated, 
And this was the thynge that thoſe men loked after, 
whiche ſkyfted mariage out of kynred in to other kol⸗ 
kes, that loue and frendſhyp amonge people myghte 
ſp;eade the b:oder, Therfoze it is conuenient, dilp⸗ 
gently to get the loue of thyne alyance, oz it thou haue 
it all redy, to kepe and holde it. 
¶ It is ſayd. that mothers in law beare a ſtepmothers 
hate vnto their doughters in lawe. And agayn.dough⸗ 
tets in lawe bere no great loue and charitie towarde 
theyz mothers in lawe, Therfoze Terence, after the 
common cuſtoine and opinion of people,ſayth: All mo⸗ 
ther in la wes hatetheyz doughter in lawes. Ind there 
was a merpe woman, the whyche whan ſhe ſawe her 
mother in lawes ymage made in ſugare, ſhe ſayde, it 
was better. Il | 
¶ Plutarche, and ſaynct Hieronyme takynge of his 
auctozitie, where he watteth agapnſte Joumian, tel⸗ 
leth, that it was an olde cuſtome in Leptis, a _ « 
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Alltyke, that a newe maryed- wyfe, on the nexte daye 
after her maryage, ſhuld come vnto her mother in law, 
and pꝛape her to lende her a potte: and ſhe ſhuld ſay ſhe 
had none: to thentent that the pong wife might knowe, 
by and by after her matyage the ſtepmotherly hate ot 
her mother in lawe.and be leſſe greued afterwardes, if 
any thyng bechanced that ſhe wold nat. 

¶ But whan J conſyder the cauſe of this enemyte, me 
thpnke bothe they: enutes verp folyſſhe, Foz the man 
ſtandethe as it were inthe myddes betwene his mo⸗ 
ther and his wyfe: and ſo eyther of them hateth other, 
as an expulſer ot᷑ her ſelf, The mother is diſcontẽt.that 
all her ſonnes loue ſhulde be turned vnto her doughter 
in lawe: and the wife can nat ſuffer any to be loued, but 
her ſelfe. Ind therot ryſeth hate, enuy. and bzaulyng, as 
it were betwene two dogges, if a man ſtryke and che⸗ 

ſhe the one, the other beyng bye, 

Pythagozas ſcholers in olde tyme, and thoſe that 
were of his ſette, dyd nat recken Frendſhyp mynyſſhed, 
the mo that come vnto it: but to be the moze encteaſed 
and ſtreugthed: ſo the mother ought nat to thynke her 
ſelfe a mother euer the leſſe, ik her lonne matye a wyfe : 
noz the wyfe ought to counte her ſelle a wife the lelle, if 
ſhe haue a mother in law. but rather either of the ought 
to reconlple the man vnto the other, if any dilcoꝛde 
chaunce betwene them. 

¶ Thou folyſſhe mother in lawe. woldeſte thou nat 
haue thy ſonne to loue his wyfe. whiche is a compani⸗ 
on and frende inſeparable : Coudeſte thou haueſuffez 
red, nat to haue ben loued of thyne owne houſbande? 
vohat greatter myſery canſte thou wiſhe vnto thy fon, 
than foz to dwelle with his wpfe with 1 
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thou foolyſſhe doughter in law, woldeſt nat thou haue 
thy houſbande to loue his mother: doſt nat thou loue 
thy mother! Thou ſhalte be loued of thy houſbande,as | 
his felowe and dere mate: and thy houſbandeſhal loue 
his mother, as vnto whom he is bounde, foz his lyfe, 
| his noꝛyſſhynge, and his bzyngynge vp: and therfoze 
| he oweth great loue and kyndnes. The doughter in 
lawe, knowynge thatherhouſbande and ſhe ts al one, 
[ ſhal recken her honfoandes mother her owne,and ſhal 
loue her and reuerence her no leſſe than her naturall 
mother, but be moze ſeruyſeable vnto her.that ſhe map 
bynde her the moze to loue her, She ſhal nat be difplea- 
ſed, ik her houſvande loue his mother, but rather (be- 
pnge a good and a bertuous woman) if ſhe le, he doth 
not behaue hym ſelfe voto his mother accoꝛdyng lyke, 
the ſhall exhozte hym, and deſpze hym to behaue hym 
ſelfe as a ſonne ought bnto his mother. There is no 
mother in lawe ſo out of reaſon, but ſhe wpll be the bet- 
ter content, if ſhe knowe her daughter in lawe chaſte, 
and louynge to her houſbande. Agrippyna, nete vnto 
Auguſtus themperour by his doughter Julia. whiche 
was maryed bnto Germanicus, neuewe vnto Liuta, 
thempzeſſe, by her ſonne Dꝛuſus, was hated of Ltuta, 
bothe as a doughter in lawe, and as a tepdonughter, 
and was of her ownenature both ſharpe and ſhzewde 
fnough : but ſhe was ſo chaſte of body, and ſo louynge 
vnto her houſbande, that with thoſetwo bertues ſhe 
altered the fyerce mynde of her mother inlawe Liuia, 
and turned it to good. 
¶ Che doughters in lawe ought to nouryſſhe and ſu⸗ 
ſtayne they; mothers in lawe in theyz neceſſitte, none 
| other. wyſe, than if they were they; owne —_—_ 
uth. 
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-Ruth, a Woabite bozne, lefte her countrey and all her Ruth. r. 
kynne, fozher mother in lawe, bycauſe (he wolde nat *. 


leaue the olde myſcrable woman in ſozowe and heuy- 
nes, Therfoze ſhe bothe comfozted her with woꝛdes, 
and nouryſſhed and founde her with her laboure, and 
in all conditions fulfplled the roume of a doughter, 
Neyther that ſame great charitieof Ruth lacked re- 
warde. Foz by the counſayle and helpe of her mother 
in lawe, ſhe gate Booz vnto her houſebande, a great 
ryche man, and bare Jſat the pzophet, and was gran- 
mother to kynge Dauyd, of whoſe ſtocke our lozde 


Chaiſte was bone, 


Howe Fe Pakk k\pue with ber ſonne oz ßer dougßter marped, 
and owe with her fonns in lawe and doughtey 
inkawe. Te. piii. Chap» 


S it is conuenyent fo: the wyfe to applye her 
ſelfe vnto her houſbandes diſcretyon and wyll 
in all other thynges : ſo whan anp of her chyldzen ſhall 
be maryed, and that bothe Jriſtotle in the ſeconde 
boke of houſe keppnge, teacheth, and reaſon byddeth, 
that the holle auctozitie ouer the chyldzen (hulde be 
uen to the fathers. So by the lawes of Rome, chil- 
dꝛen were not vnder the mothers rule but the fathers, 
and that ſolonge as he lyued, thoughe they were mas 
ryed, and of greatte age, excepte they were at thepz 
owne lybertpe. | 
C.Novehowe great power ought fathers to haue o⸗ 
uer they) owne chyldzen, whan god wolde that Joſeph 
ſhulde haue ſome auctozitte ouer Chyiſte e The angeU 
of our lozde, what — ſhewed vnto Jolephe in his 
dzeame, that that, whiche was in the wombe PU. 


1 : | 
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was nat concepued by mans generation, but by the 
power and wozke ofthe holy goeſt : She ſhall (ſayde 
he) beate a ſonne. and thou ſhalte calle his name Je⸗ 
ſus. He ſayde nat, ſhe ſhall beate the a ſonne, as the 
bſe is xn ſaye to the owne fathers, Foz women beare 


chyldzen vnto they; houCbandes : and pet he ſayd, thou 
ſhalr call hym, whereby he ſpgnyfied the power and 
auctozttie of hym, whiche was his father apparent, 
whan he had layde vnto the vyrgyn, His name ſhalbe 
called Jeſus. / 
¶ wyſe woman ſhall nat purſue her doughter in 
lawe, no; wene that ſhe wynneth loue with hatynge 
her, neyther ot her noꝛ of her ſonne. Ir ſhe loue her, and 
gyue her good counſaple, and teache her, And ik ſhe 
do at̃oʒe het ſuch thinges as may be example vnto her 
doughter in law. both of chaſtitie and ſoberbes, And it 
(he make no diſcoꝛd betwene the maryed couples, but ik 
any chaunce betwene them by reaſon ok other, auopde 
it, and recon(ple them agapne with all her myght : Fy- 
— 1A —.— A daten av 1 
ou in la e yghtlybzyng to paſſe,tha 
both her ſonne ſhall be moze bounde vnto her, and ſha 
optayne great loue and reuerence of her doughter in 
lawe. Foz hope moche moze ſhall he loue her, of whom 
he hath ben bozne, and by whome he hath his wyfe, 
both moze chaſte and ſober, and better agreynge with 
hym, where by he ſhall be bound? vnto her nat only foz 
that benifite, that ſhe is his mother, but alſo bycauſe 
ſhe bath ben the inſtructrice of his wyke, and cauſer dt 
a great part of his felicitie. NN 
And the doughter in lawe on her partie ſhall beare 
none other mynde, vnto her mother in lawe, than Ne | 
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if ſhe wereHerowne mother, by whoine ſhe hath bothe 
otten moze knowledge, and is made better, and hath 
er houſbande moze pleaſant and loupnge bnto her. 
And in a ſharpe and a rygozous mother in law al thing 
chaunceth contrary. auld 
¶ s toꝛ the daughter, that is maryed, the mother 
ſhall nat deſpze to haue ſo moche her owne, as whan 
he was a mapde, but remembze that than ſhe ts ſkikted 
in to an other hous and kynred, to encreaſe that ſtocke: 
„ . butſhemaygyue her good counſaple, oz put her in re- 
membzaunce, whan ſhe is maryed, of ſuche counſailes, 
as ſhe gaue her. whan ſhe was vnmaryed: but ſhe ſhal 
| not mell with her in luche popntes, as ſhe thynketh 
wyll diſpleaſe her ſonne in lawe. She ſhall nat leade 
her to churches, no; bzynge het home, noz ſpeke to her, 
ik ſhe thynke it be agaynſt her ſon in lawes wyll. 
C Neyther let any folyſhe woman ſay to me on this 
maner : wohat, map J nat ſpeke ta myne owne dough⸗ 
tet e She is thy daughter in dede. but nowe ſhe is nat 
thy woman. Foz what ſo euer ryght thou haddeſt to her 
thou haſte gyuen it ouet to thy ſonne tn lawe. Ther⸗ 
y fo:e and thou loue thy doughter. and woldeſt ſe her hap 
py, that is to ſape lyut in concoꝛde with her houſband, 
exhoꝛte her al waye, and gyue her counſayle to obep her 
houſbande in euery poynte, nozlet her ones ſpeke with 
1 8 the without he wyll gyue her leaue. Foz who ſo euer 
| wyll haue moze lybertie with a mans wyfe, than the 
houſbande wyll ſuffer, is and adulterer. Ind who ſo e⸗ 
Arr toucheth anp thing of an other mans agapnlt the 
owners wpll, is a theke. 
¶ She ſhall loue her ſon in lawe none other wiſe than 


her owne lonne: but pet ſhe hall rexterence hym my 
. than 
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than her owne ſon. Foz a woman ought nat to thynke, 


that ſhe may be as homely oucrher ſon in law, as her 
own ſon:but ſhe ſhal deſire his welfare as moch as her 
owne (on, and giue him as good counſaile and exhozta⸗ 
tion: but yet in ſuch maner, that ſhe may ſeme rather to 
exhoꝛte a tequite hym, than byd and commaunde hym. 


Of a wyfe welk wozne in age. T he. xv. Chap. 


Wypke well ſhotte in age, (ſhall do as philoſo⸗ 
phers ſay the byꝛde of Egypte dothe. which whan 
it is olde, purgeth all the fylthy humours of it body 
with ſpices of Fraby,and ſendeth fozth of her mouth a 
wonderous ſwete bꝛeth: ſo a woman. whan ſhe is paſte 


the pleaſure of the body, and hath done with bearynge 


and bꝛyngyng vp of childzen. than ſhal ſhe ſauout and 
b:cth all heuenly, ſhe ſhall neythet ſay no2 do any thing 
thatis nat full of holyncs, and that map be example 
fo2yonger folkcs to take hede of. Than as Goꝛgpas 
the Khethonctan ſaythe, her name ſhall begynne to 
ſpꝛyng and be knowen, whan her perſon is viiknowen, 
than her lyfe, holyly paſſed befoze, ſhall begynne to ap⸗ 
pete: than in dcde a vertuous woman ſhall rule her 
houſbande by obeyſance, and ſhall bzyng to paſlc, that 
her houſbande ſhall haue her in great auctozitie, whi⸗ 
che afoze tymes hath lyued euer vnder her houſvandes 
rule. Archyppa, wyfe vnto Themiſtocles, by diligent 
obedience vnto her houſbande, obtayned of hym ſuche 
loue, that he agayne, whan he was the moſt wyſe and 
moſte noble man, pet folowed he his wyues mynde, al⸗ 
moſt incuery thynge : and there of came this faſſhion 
of argument, which in boꝛdes common amonge 
the Grekes; what ſoinguer this chylde wyll, they —_ 
The⸗ 


& 
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| Theophantus Themiſtocles ſonne, whom the mother 
loued tenderly. than argued they thus: what ſomeuer 
this chylde wyll, the mother wpll : What lo euer the 
mother wpll, Themiſtocles wyll: and what ſomeuer 
Themiſtocles wpll, all the citie of Athens wyll: and 
what ſo euer the citteof Athens wpll, all Grece wyll. 
¶ Our loꝛde commaũded Jbzaham.to take hede vito 
Saras wozdes,bycauſe ſhe was aged, and paſt the luſt 
of the body. Yoherfoze ſhe wold nat counſaple hym any 
| chpldiſhe thyng. oz that he neded to be aſhamed of, by p 
reſon of her wanton body. Therfoze wha a wife cometh 
| bnto this eſtate,and al her childzen maried. aud her lelf 
ryd out of woꝛldly buſines:thã let het loke to Þ ground 
with her bodp,yelding it vnto the ground, but with her 
| minde beholde the heus, whether her minde ſhuld flitte, 
and lyfte bp all her ſenſis, her thought, and all her 
mynde vnto god, and pꝛepare and applpe her ſelfe hol⸗ 
lye to her iourney, noz thynke nothynge, but that per⸗ 
tayneth vnto her tourney, whiche dꝛawethe to warde. 
But let her be wile, leſt in ſteade of holines, (he fal in ſu 
perſtition,by the reaſon of ignoʒance: Let her be moche 
in holy wozkes : howe be it, yet truſte moꝛe vpon the 
mercy and the goodnes of god, noz truſt nat on her ſelf, 
as though by the reaſon of her wozkes, ſhe might come 
thether, as ſhe intendeth, rather than by the benefyte 
and gyfte of god. Ind whyles her harte is luſtyer than 
her body, leaue ſoine of her bodply labour, and labour 
moze with her mynde. Lette her pꝛaye moze and moze 
intcntpuely : let her thynke often of god, and moze fer- 
uently, faſt les, and wery her ſelte leſſe with walkpnge 
aboute vnto churches, It is no nede to mynyſſhe her 


aged body, and fo:lake her nouryſſhynge, Lette her do 
k. ii. good 
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good bnto other, by gyuynge them good counſaple. 
Lette her do them good alſo with example of her lyfe. 
of the whyche commoditie a great parte ſhall retourng 
vnto her lelfe, 


Hert endeth the ſeconde boke, 
S#THE THYRD BOKE OF 


THE INSTRYCTION OF A 
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Of iße monynpnge of wpdowes, The ſyzff © ſap. 


RAz COOD VYOMAN, whan ber houſC: 
PW bande is deade, ought to knowe, that 
bath ou olle and dimage, 
that can nee her in the wo de, 
and that there is tanke from her the hart 
| Lot mutual and tender loue towarde 
dath tote nat onelp the one halke of her 
1 whom the — dere 1 
0 to 

felfe alſo to be taken from her ſelfeall together and pes 
epſſhed. Of this caule may come honeſte wepynge, ſo⸗ 
rowe and mournynge with good occaſion, and wap⸗ 
Iynge, not to blame. It is the greatteſt token that can 
be of an harde hatte and an vnchaſt mynde, a woman 
nat to wepe fo; the deathe of her houſbande. Howe be 
it there be two kyndes of women, whiche in mournyng 
fo: thepz houſbandes,contrary wayes do both a myſſe: 
That is both they that mourne to moch and thoſe that 
mourne to lyttell. I haue ſene ſome women no — 

moue 
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moued with the death of theyz houſbandes, than it had 
ben but one of lyght acqueyntance,that had dyed:whi- 
che was an euident ſygne of but colde loue vnto theyz _ 
houſbandes. whiche thing is ſo foule, that none can de 
moze abhompnable,noz moze curſed. And it a man aſke | 
them, why they do ſo, oz rebuke them, they anſwere as 
gayne,thenature of the countray ſo requyzeth.Ind the 
ſame excuſis lap they foz them, that vſe to put the cauie ' 
of they; vices in ſome planet,oz qualities of the ape o 
erthe, where they dwell. But thenature of the countrep 
is cauſe of no vices. Foz than the countrey ought to be 
punyſſhed,and nat thy offendours, ve take no vice of 
— arch, but — our owne — —— 
go and pll. Ss no 
countrep lo wzetched in 4 that it ne hath ſome 
= —— there in: noz none ſo good, but it hath 
I haue ſapde here afvze, that I haue ſene ſome, nos 
g moued with the death of they houſbandes. Like 
wpſe, I haue ſene ſome, ene 00d 
wpll haue quttte theyz houſbandes lyfes with theyz 
owne.'voherkoze thetr is no reaſon, why they ſhuld lay 
theyz fautes in the condition of the Region. Foz in the 
countrep, that is called Getica, the ape is colde, and 
pet ſapthe Mompontus Mela, that the very women 
lackeno ſtomacke to dye on the bodyes of they houl⸗ 
bandes, and haue a ſpectall deſpze to be buryed with 
them. Ind bycauſe that the cuſtome is there to mary 


many women vnto one man, there is great ſtryuynge © 


amonge them, whiche ſhall haue the pꝛayſe therin. of 
them that (hal gyue the iudgment. The vyctozy is gy⸗ 


uen to moſt vertuous : and it is a gret pleaſureto them 
| k. iti. than 


Luc. 12. 
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that map optapne it. Lykewyſe gret lerned men wzyte, 
that women vle to do in Inde. 

¶ Alco in olde tyme the women of Almapyne, from 
whens the Flandzians toke their oztginall and fyzſte 
begynnyng, maryed neuer but ot mapdes:and ſo made 
an ende of all hope and deſyze of maryage at ones. Fo 
they toke one houſbande as one body and ſoule, and 


neuer delyꝛed, noz thought of marpage after hym: as 


though they loued the matrymony it lelfe, and nat the 
houlbandes. woherby nowe thou mapyſt ſe, that vertues 


and maners be chaunged with aboundaunce, ryches, 


and pleaſures, and the eupll fpze of rpches quencheth 
the good fyze of chatitie. All the lawe of Chziſte ſoun⸗ 
deth none other thynge, but charitie. loue and heate. 
Fo: our lozde ſaythe: Jam comen to caſte fyze into 
the erthe, and go about nothyng ſo moche as to make 


it to bourne. But whan we couple the rpche deupll 


to poute Chziſte, and vnto ſober vertue, reuell and 
dꝛonkennes, vnto chaſt ſadnes, deſolute and wanton 
pleaſures, paganiſe and hethenes vnto Chziſtiamtie, 
and the deuyll to god: than god dyſdaynyng luche ke⸗ 
lowſhip,taketh his gyftes from vs, and leaueth vs the 
gyftes of the dyuell. Nat withſtandyng, it may ſo 
chaunce, that there be in womens myndes ſuche con⸗ 
ſtauncy and ſtedfaſtnes.that they maye comfozte them 
ſelfc:and though they be ouercome and oppꝛeſſed. map 
by wyſedome pet recouer agayn. That wold J greatly 
pꝛeiſe in a man.butin ſuch a fraple kynde, it is no good 
token to haue ſo paſſyng great wyſedome. 

¶ I haue harde of great wiſe men, that haue take be⸗ 
ty heuyly the death of but light frendes, and wepte foz 
them habundantlp. Solon, whiche made the lawes = 


— 
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the people of Athens, one of the. vii. wiſe men, commaũ⸗ 
ded his owne burial to be kept with weping d wailing, 
that his fredes myght ſhewe how mochthey loued hymn 
Alſo after that Lucretia was ſlayne in Rome, whan 
unius Bꝛutus, whiche was rcyengear ot het deathe 
and tape, done by the kynges ſon: had dzyuen the kyn⸗ 
ges out of Rome, and warre was made agaynſte the 
kynge: In the fyzſt ſettyng together, this Bzutus was 
kylde, and the wiues of the citie mourned a twelue mo⸗ 
neth the deth of hym, that had ben the defender of their 
chaſtitie. Ind yet mourned they, but an other womans 
houſbande,and bycauſe he defended an other womans 
chaſtitie. Than howe moche moze oughteſt thou to 
mourne the deathe of him. that is the defender of thyne 
one chaſtitie, ſauer and keper of thy body. father and 
tutour ot᷑ thy childzen, welthe of thy houſe, houſeholde, 
and 5 goodes,ye and moze to, thp gouernour and loꝛd⸗ 
And thou woldeſt wepe in dede,if thou ſhuldeſt nat de⸗ 
patte richer from hym. thau thou cameſt to hym, But 
nowe the ioye of money taketh away al the grefe of thy 
ſo;owe.Thou woldeſt wepe fo; his deathe.if thou had⸗ 
deſt loued hym, whan he was on lyue. But nowe thou 
arte not ſozy fo: his departyng, whom thou ſettedſt no⸗ 
640 by, whan thou haddeſt hym. 

Alſo many be glad. that their houſbandes be gone. 
as who were tyd out of yocke and bondage: and they 
retople that they be out of dominion and bonde, and 
haue recouered they; lybertie : but they be of a foliſſhe 
opinion. Fo: the ſhyppe is not at Ipberty, that lacketh 
a gouernour, but rather deſtitute: neyther a chylde 
that lackcth his tutour, but rather wandzynge wilh⸗ 


out ozder and reaſon, Noz a woman, whan her — 
ban 
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bande is gone: Foz than ſhe is in dede vidua (as ſhe is 
called) a wpdowe, that is to ſay, deſarte and deſolate. 
(Than is ſhe in dede toſt at all auentures, as a ſhyppe, 
lackynge a mapſter, and is catped without diſcretion 
and conſyderation, as a chylde whan his ouerſeer ts 
¶ Here parauenture ſome wolde ſape. He was ſuche 
an houſband.that better were to be without hym, than 
to haue hym. But ſo wold neuer good woman lay, noꝛ 
vll kepe in. Foz if he were of the beloued, as the lawes 
ok god do commaunde, he ſhuld be, that is to ſay, as he 
were thy ſelke: thou woldeſt be as (ozy that he ſhuld die 
as thy ſelfe. Unto an yll woman, except her houſoande 
let her haue her lybertie to all vices that her mynde 
lpeth to, he is intolletable. But vnto a good woman. 
no houſbande can be ſo pll, that ſhe ne had leauer haue 
his lyke than his deathe. 

ut what ſhulde J ſpeake moche of this matter : 
aue ſhewed inoughe in the boke afoze, that ſhe is 
neyther wozthp the name of a good woman noz wyke. 
chat can nat loue her houſbande with all her harte as 
her ſelfe. O circumſpecte nature, oz rather god, the 
mooſt wyſe maiſter of all good maners. There is no 
kpnde of vertu, but he hath created ſome thyng 
that vleth it,foz to repzehende, a repzoue thole p diſpiſe 
that vertue: as bees by they: cratte repzoue the lewd- 
nes of them, that can nothynge do: Ind the fapthful- 
nes of dogges, damneth the vntruſtpnes of falſe peo⸗ 
ple: ſhepe condemne fraudes and gyles with they: 
ſymplenes: ſtockdoues and turtuls gyue example of 
true & faythtull loue,in marpage. Foz thoſe byzdes, as 
Iriſtotle ſayth, lyue content with one male, noz take 


none 
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none other. The turtle doue, whan her male is deade, 
neyther dꝛynketh lyquoze,noz ſptteth on the grene tree, 
ne commeth amonge none of hes felowes plaveng and 
ſpoztpnge together, Thele chaſt and holy loues mea⸗ 
neth Dolomon, whan he calleth his ſpouſe to hym.ſap 
eng: The voice of a turtle doue is harde in our realme: 
And comparcth his ſpouſe ſome tymes to a turtell, and 
ſomtpme to a ſtockedoue. 

¶ Alco they that can haue no meaſute in theit wepyng 
and mournynge, be as farre to blame on thothet ſyde. 
Fo; whan they be newly wounded with the chaunce, 
they confounde and fyll all the place ful of cryeng, and 
teare their heare,beate theyʒ bꝛeaſtis, and ſcratche their 
chekes, and knocke theyz heddes to the walles, and 
their bodies to the grounde, and dꝛawe fozth longe the 
tyme oftheyz mournpnge, as in Decill, Iſia, Grece, 
and Rome: in ſo moche, that the ſenate was fayne to 
make ſtatutes and lawes, which were called the lawes 
of the twelue tables, fozto modyfie and appeaſe the 
- mournynge. Ind therfoze the apoſtle alſo, whan he 
wzote to this pcople, was compelled to comfozte them, 
ſapenge: Bzetherne, I wolde ye ſhulde haue knowlege 
of thoſe that lepe, that pe be nat ſo and penſpfe, lyke 
other peoplethat haue no fapthe. Fo2 if we beleue that 
Jeſus is deade.and reuyued agayne: ſo ſhall 2 lyke 
wyſe bzyng agapne with him all that be deade by him, 
¶ Nowe a wpdowe, lette her bewayle her houſvande 
with harty affection, and not crye out, noꝛ bexe nat het 
' ſelfe with daſſhynge of her handes, neyther beatynge 
of her body: but let her ſo mourne, that ſhe remembze 
ſobernes and meaſurc,that other map bnderſtande her 


ſoʒowe, without her owne boſtynge ns — 
| after 
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after that the firſt bzont of her ſoꝛowe is paſt andſwa- 
ged, than let her to ſtudp fo: conſolation. 
¶ Howe here wyll | nat bzynge fozth pzeceptes out of 
the longe volumes of philoſophers. Foz my purpoleis 
to inſtructe a Chaſten woman with Chꝛiſtis philoſo- 
phye: in compatiſon of whom, all mans wiſedome is 
but folye. My mynde is to ſerche a reinedy. Let vs te⸗ 
member the ſayeng of the apoſtle, that they which flepe 
with Jeſu, ſhall be bzought of god with Jeſu agapne. 
voherfoze we oughte to be of good comfozte. Ind lhe 
that is a wyſe woman, lette her remember, that all men 
be bozne, and lyue in thts lawe and condition, to pape 
thep2 dutie vnto nature, as they creditoure, whan lo 
euer ſhe aſketh it. of ſome ſoner, of ſome later, howe be 
it all be contepned within the comon lot and rate, to be 
bozne, and lyue. and dye. But our ſoules be tinmoztal, 
and this lyfe is but a departynge in to an other eter⸗ 
nall lyfe and bleſſed, to them that haue paſſed well and 
vertuouſly this tempozal and tranſitoꝛy lite. The whi⸗ 
che thynge the Chziſten fapthe maketh eaſpe inoughe 
nat by our deſarte and mexite, but of his goodnes, the 
whiche with his deathe toſed bs from the bandes of 
deathe: and deathe of this lyfe is but as a ſaplyng out 
ok the lee into the hauyn. They that dye, go afoze, and 
we ſhall ſone come aftet:and whan we be departed and 
loſed out of this body. ſhal leade our life in heuen vnto 
that tyme: that euery mi ſhal receyue his owne body az 
gapne:howe be it not ſo tomberous and heupe as it is 
now, but lyghtly couered and arayde: with it we ſhall 
haue bleſſed and euer laſtyng lyfe. 

This is the true and ſure ch:iſtyan conſolation, 
whan they that be a lyue thynke and truſt, 222 


U — * — 


— — 
— — 


—— — 


A CHRISTEN YYOMAN- 130 


frendes, whiche are deade, be not ſeperate from them. 
but onely ſent befoze into the place, where within ſhozt 
ſpace after they ſhall mete together full merily, if thep 
will do they; diligence, that they may by the exerciſe of 
bertues come thether.as they beleue that they be gone. 
Theſe thinges ought chꝛiſten pzeſtis to ſhewe and 
bnto pong wydowes, and comfozte their heuy min⸗ 
des with theſe coſolations, and nat as many do, dzinke 
to them in the kunerall feaſt, and byd them be of good 
chere.ſayeng: They ſhall not lacke a newe houſbande,. 
and that he is pꝛouided of one foz her all redy, and ſuch 
other thinges as they caſt out at bankettes and feaſtis 
whan they be well wette with dzynke. 


Of the buryenge of Ser houſ bande. The. ii. Chap, 
A amonge many other thynges that we bſe al⸗ 
ter the example of the pagans, this is one to kepe 
thy burtall with great ſolemnitie. Foz the pagans and 
beleued, that if the body were vnburyed, the 
ule ſhulde haue great peyne in hell, and that the roy⸗ 
altie an) cerimonpes of buryenge ſhulde be an honour 


both to them and they; ſucceſſours. Nat withſtanding, 


there were ſome of them, that counted theſe but kanta⸗ 
ſies and vanities, Foz Uirgyll in the perſon of Inchi⸗ 
ſes, whom he induſeth foz an exaumple of wyſedome, 
ſayth, that the loſſe of ſepulture ts but a ſinall thynge. 
And Lucane in this maner ſapth : 
Nature in her quiet lap doth all thyng receyue 
He is couerd with the ſkye, that hath no graue. 
¶ ⁊lſo wyſe philoſophers.as Diogines. Theodozus. 
Senec, and Cicero, but in eſpeciall Socrates. dyd 
pꝛoue by great reaſons, that it 1 not where the car 
i. cas 
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cas became and rotted, Martus Imilius, which was 
the chefe of the ſenate of Romoycommaunded his fon- 
nes, a lyttell befoze he departed out of the wozlde, to 
cary hym out on a bete apoynted without any (hetes 03 - 
purple, no; ſhulde ſpende vpon any other ſolemnities 
beſpde, paſt. r.s. fo: heiayd : The coʒſes of noble men 
were commended by thepz owne noblenes, and nat by 
coſte of money, Ualerius Publicola, and Igrippa 
Menemius, the one beynge banyſſher of the kynges, 
and reſtozecr of the common lybertie, the other bzoker 
and arbytrato: of the comon peace, and many other mo 
excellent men dyd vtterly diſpiſe the ropaltte of ſepul⸗ 
ture: in ſo moche that whan they had bene in greatte 
auctozitte and ryches, pet they latte not behynde them 
ſo moche as to hyʒe an ouet ſcar, of the funerall with, 
Ind if they had counted ſo greatte goodnes in bury= 
enge, as the people ſuppoſed, they wolde ſure haue 
lene thervnto. | 
C Now J wyl ſpeake of our marty;s of the Chʒiſtyan 
fapth, whiche cared nat, where their deade bodyes lap, 
fo that the ſoules farcd well. Foz Chziſte, what tyme he 
ſhall reſtoze the ſoules to the bodyes, ſhall caſilp fynde 
in his houſe, whiche he knoweth well inough. the leaſt 
aſſhes of the body. Saynt Auguſtpne inthe boke that 
he named the Citie of god, inthe fyzſt, ſayth : All theſe 

buſpnes,as keppng of the cozce, and ozder of the ſcpul- 
ture, and royalties of the funcrall, be rather the conſola 

tions of them that lyue, than any eaſe to the decade. Fo 

it ſolemne butieng might helpe an euyl mi any thyng, 

than ſhulde poure butpenge ozels none at all, hynder 

a good man: but we le farre contrary, no2the greatte 
topaltie of ſepulture dpd not eale the peyne of the riche 
man 
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| man, ſpoken of in the goſpell: no;it was no rebuke to 

the lazar man. that his body lay onthe erthe abitcte Lac. 19, 
and naughte ſet by. F oz aftet warde the tyche man was 
punyſched in hell fo; his yll iyuynge, and the [azar was 
refreſſhed in the lap of Ibzaham,and had his te warde 

fo; his lyfe innocently and vertuouſty ſp ente. 

C Neyther J wolde nat that ſepultute ſhulde be pa 
awape. Foz holy fathers, as Ibzaham, Jſac, and Ja- 

cob, and Joſephe, whan they dyed, commaunded mo⸗ 

che of thepz buryenge. And Tobias was pzepſed of the Tobi, 12. 
angell of god, bycauſe he had buryed deade people, 
But all the oznamentes of ſepultures oughteto go to 

the p:ofet of them that be deade, and not to them that 

Iyne. Fo: he that is deade muſte make his rekenynge 

to god onely, whiche retopleth of themerptes of them 

that bedcade, done befoze in they? lyues, and ok the 

clene and pute myndes of them that be alyue. There 

is no ſhewe of rpches noz pꝛyde pleaſaunt to hym. but 

holle truſte and hope in hym, and charitie with thyne 

euen Chziſten, Foz if thou gyue almys. thou ſhalte 

haue almys: and if thou be mercyfnll, thou ſhalte re⸗ 
teyue mercy. Therfoze make frendes to thy ſelte and to L cu. 19. 
thy louers. that are deade with thy wozldly treaſure, 

that thou mayſte fynde in the other lyfe them that ſhall 

teceyue the into eternal herboʒo we. Foz our loꝛd in the 
goſpel! gyueth paradiſe to them, that gyueth the wozz 
kes of mercy: and denyeth it to them, that denye the 

wozkes of mcreye, Alſo he teacheth the wayes of gy⸗ 
|  Uynge almes, that thou gyue Vanda thy goodes to 
n 


them that be of great habplytte, and maze quyte the, 
0: do a better tourne foz the agayne: but gyue to pooze 
folkes and beggars, that be 0 able to do as _— 
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fo; the agapne: and ſo thou ſhalte haue great rewarde 
ok god, howe moche is it better to clothe poure 
ſtraungets, than thy ryche kynſfolkes, and poure lay 
men, than ryche pꝛeſtis: and that that is ſpended on 
ware and coſtly ſepultures, tobe beſtowed on poure 
wydowes, and fatherles childzen, andſuche as lacke : 
And moch ſurer and moze plentuous aduauntage ſhal 
come hereof, Ind in the day of thy wepyng. thou ſhalte 
remember them that euer wepe, beyng opzeſſed with ne 
ceſſite: their tearcs ſhall folowe thyne: they; myꝛthe 
hal chere the, Thy frende that is deade (hal — 
atournees and aduocates, moſt pleaſant to the iudge 
eternall, to pleade his matter and be as diltgent in his 
peryll, as in theit owne, | 

CNowe it appeteth well inoughe. what J tudge of 
thoſe wpdowes, that dyſteyue they: creditouts of their 
payment. to bzynge fozthe theyz houſbandes ropally, 
oz elles do not accomplyſſhe and perfourme the wyll 
and bequeſtis of the deade man, whiche thynge ought 
to be done ſpectally, 

¶ Jnede nat to declare here, how moch me be bounde 
to the papeng of their dettes, no; how mochethe fulfil: 
Iyng of teſtamentes ought to be regarded. Foz the true 
and durable honourc of the coꝛſe in mennes 
hartes, and nat in the pompe of ſepulture, oz tombes 
of marble and metall, coſtly wzought. Fo: men ſape 
wel by the butyeng of a good man be it neuer ſo poure: 
and pꝛap fozhym, and curſe ſumptuous tombes, and 
that the moze ſpituouſiy .it the money be vl gotton that 
it was made with. 4 
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Of che myndynge of her $ouſbande. The in. Chap. | 


Et no wydobe remember, and haue ſtyll befoze 
her eyes in her mynde, that our ſoules do nat pe⸗ 
tyſſhe together with the body, but be loſed of the bon- 
des of our cozyozall groſſenes, and be lyghtned from 
the burden of the body, and that deathe is nothynge, 
but a ſeperatis of the ſoule from the body, and that the 
* hn ſofrom the bodp into an other lyfe, 
that it y gyucthe ouer our matters herein this 
woꝛlde. and they haue bene oft tymes harde of them 
that were on lyue, and they knowe moche of out actes 
and foztunes by the ſhewynge of angels, that go be⸗ 
twene. Yoherfoze a good wydowe ought to ſuppoſe. 
that het houſbande is nat vtterly deade, but lpuethe 
bothe with lyfe ok his ſoule, whiche is the very Iyfe, 
and beſpde with her remembzaunce. Foz our frendes 
lyue with vs, though they be abſente from bs oz deade 
if the lyuely image of them be impzinted in our hartes. 
with often thynkynge bpon them, and daply renewed, 
and theyz lyfe euer wareth freſſhe in our myndes. Ind 
if we koꝛgette them, than they dye towarde vs. The bꝛe⸗ 
therne of Ualeria Meſſalina, that was Sulpicius 
wyfe, aſked her aftet her houſbandes deathe ( bycauſe 
ſhe was pet in the flowers ol her youth, and helthfulf 
of bodpe, and therto goodly of beautie) whether ſhe 
wolde mary agayne: Nap verily ſayde ſhe: foz Dut- 
picius is ſtyll alyue to me. Ind this was the fayenge 
of a pagane, nat aſſured of the eternall Iyfe , Than 
what ſhulde a chziſten woman do ! Lette her kepe the 
remembzaunce of her honſbande with reuerence, and 


nat with wepynge: and let her take foz a ſolempne and 


A great 
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a great othe, to ſwere by her houſbandes ſoule, and let 
her liue and do ſo.as ſhe (hal thinke to pleaſe her houſ- 
bande, deyng nowe no man but a ſpirite purified,and 
a deuine thynge. | 
Allo let her take him fo: her keper and ſpy, not only 
of her dedes, but alſo of her conſcience. Let her handell 
ſo herhous and houſeholde, and ſo bzyng vp her chyl- 
dzen, that her houſbande may be glad, and thinke that 
he is happy to leaue ſuche a wpfe behynde hym. 
¶ And lette her nat behaue het ſelfe, ſo that his ſoule 
haue cauſe to be angry with her. and take vengeaance 
on her vngractoulnes. Cyzus the elder kyng of Perſe, 
whan he dyed( as Tenophon wziteth) commaunded his 
ſonnes to kepe his memozy with deuotiõ and putenes, 
fo; cauſe of the honout of the god tmmoztall, and the 
wo;\hyy and the immoꝛtalitie of his ſoule. 
¶ Lette,the wydowe make an ende ol wepynge, leſt 
we ſhuldeſeme to mourne foꝛ our folkes, that are de- 
mo = thoughe we counted them clene decade, and 
abſente, . 


Of the chaſtitie and goneſtie of a wydowe, The. til, Chap. 


] 2igyuynge inſtruction to a chziſten woman. whom 
mape a man do better after, than ſaynct Þaule, that 
lapde, he was all thynge to all men? to thentent that 
be myght wynne them to Chailte : and putteth in his 
owne laude and p:ayſe the buſpnes of all churches : ſo 
he, w:ytynge to the Cozinthies, ſayth on this maner : 
Lette ſyngle folkes applye them ſelfe to the buſynes of 
out loꝛde, howe they may pleaſe hym: and let maryed 
folkes take hede of wozldly matters, howe they maye 
pleaſe and content they; ſpouſes. Foz it is * 

that 
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that the wife be all at her houſbandes wpll, and that a 
ſingle woman giue her ſelf holly to Jeſu Chziſte,whi- 
che is ſpouſe of all good and vertuous women. | 
¶ Therfoze than lette paſſe all thattrymmynge and 

arrayenge of her bodye, whiche whan her houlbande 
lyued, myghte ſeme to be done foz his plcaſure: but 
whan he is deade, all her lyfe and all her apparell 
muſte be diſpoſed and ozdered after his wyll, that is 
ſucceſſour vatoherhouſbande, that is immoztall god 
vnto moztall man. Therfoze muſte onely the mpnde be 
pyked and made gaye: foz that onely is it that Chziſte 
maryeth, and in the whiche Chztſte teſteth and delp⸗ 
teth.But thole that intende to mary,ty:e and tryme vp 
thenrfeife. Ind that that J haue ſayde befoze of map⸗ 
des; maye be applyed to this place: yet moche leſſe it 
becommeth a wydowe to garnyſſhe vp and papnte her 
ſeife : whiche chulde nat onely ſeke fozno bargayne, 
but rather refuſe them offered: neyther take any offers, 
but foze agaynſte her wpll, and compelled to the ſe⸗ 
conde inaryage..if ſhe be a good woman. Howe be it 
in a mapde goodly rapment maye be moꝛe ſuffered, but 
in a wpdowe it is to be diſcommended. Foz what body 
wolde nat abhozre her. that after her fpzſt houſbandes 
deathe, ſheweth her lelfe tolonge after an other. and 

caſteth awaye her ſpouſe Chuſte, and marpeth the de- 
uyll fyzſte, and ſynſt man, beynge bothe wydowe, wife, 
and adulterar : But they haue bothe a moze eaſy ſtate 
and coabytyon,and moze ouet better that ſhewe they; 
wydowheed in they: clothynge. and behauynge of their 
body and maners. Foz they that be neuer ſo vngrati⸗ 
ous, yet haue a fauour to them that be good and ho⸗ 


neſt ; and by ſuch tokens as they ſe in them, caſt, if they 
m ſhuld 
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ſhuld mary with them: and chaunce to dye afoze them» 
what maner of wydow they ſhuld leaue behynde them, 
Fo: Jenſure you, there is no houſbande, that wolde 


not haue his deathe mourned of his wyke, and be hym 


ſelfe deſired of her. and myſſed:and (| 
kolkes, 


that we haue 
ſuche pꝛeceptes foz maryed of philolo⸗ 
phers, and the apoſtels, what chuide we thynke that 
they: iudgement was of wydowes : By whome the a⸗ 
poſtle Paule wꝛyteth to Timothy on this maner: 1 
very wydowe and deſolate woman truſteth in god, and 
is in pꝛayer daye and nyghte: and ſhe that is delycate 
and eaſefull, is deade, ye beyng on lyue. Therfoze byd 
them kepe them from blame, Fo; they ſeme to lyue in 
the ſyght of thoſe that ſe them eate and dzynke, and go 
and ſpeake, and do other wozkes of lyfe. But and one 
coulde perſe with his ſyght in to them, 02 entre within 
the ſecretes of their myndes and thoughtes, he ſhulde 
ſe that poure ſpnfull ſoule, howe it is put from god, 
@ ſpoyled and depꝛiued of his lyfe. Thus eat! ns 
ſaith, Thus ſaint Hieronime, Thus ſaynt _ 
Thus ſaynt Juguſtpne, Thus al — — 
with one vopce and gpynton ſay, That wepynge. and 
mournyng, ſolitarines,and faſtyng, be the — 
ous dowries and oꝛmamentes of a wydow. 
¶ Mozeouer what feaſtes, what playes and dauntes 


a wydowe ſhulde bſe. ſaynt Paule dothe ſhewe, whan 


he byddeth her be in pꝛayer dape and nyghte: and = 


whan her moꝛtall houſbande ts deade, (he m 
at moze ipbertie with the mmmoztall, and moze by lea⸗ 
ſure, and ofter talke with hym, and moze pleaſantiye, 
yea and to ſapye moze playnly, a wydowe ought to pzay 


moze tntentyfely and ofter, and faſte longer, —_— 
mo 
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moche at maſſe and pzeachynge, and rede moze eſlectu⸗ 
ally. and occupte her ſelfe in 

thinges. that may mende her lyuyng and maners 

C Inna, the doughter ot Phannuell, commen of the 
tribe of Iſer, whiche lyued with her houſbande ſeuen 
pere after her mariage, and whan ſhe had ben wydowe 
fourſcoze pete and foure, out loꝛde Chziſte founde her 
in the temple, out ofthe which ſhe had neuer departed, 


contemplacion of thoſe 


Ius. 2. 


but euer in faſtyng and pzaperdaye and nyght. Ind in 


dede J wolde haue greatter vertue and perfection in a 
wydowe, than in a wife. Foz the wyfe muſte apply her 
ſelfe to the wyll of her moꝛtall houſbande,to whom ſhe 
is maryed, but the wydowe hath taken Chziſte to her 
houſband immoztalLvoherfoze it is reſon that al thing 
be moze excellent and accoꝛdyng fo; ſuche a ſpouſe, and 
woꝛdes moze lad and ſober, Foz the communication of 
eucry bodye is lyghtly a glaſſe and a myꝛrour of the 
mynde and conditions of them. Foz it is an olde pꝛo- 
uerbe:Suche as the life is, ſuche is the communication. Ind 
foule and vnclene ſpeche hurteth the minde. Ill ſpeche 
corrupteth good conditions, as ſaynt Paule ſayth, 

C Atter the woꝛdes of the poet Menander. J wolde 
that a wydowe ſhulde not onely ſpeke ſuch woꝛdes as 
myght ewe her ſelfe chaſte and honeſt, but alſo that 
mpght inſtructe the herars with lernynge, and amende 
them with example of her lyuyng, Foz mankynde hath 
ſpeche to couple wiſedom and vertu togethet:a though 
tt ſeme to do no moze but vtter the thought of p mynde 


pet doth it cauſe both lernyng and vertue. 
¶ Ind though a woman be loſed out of the bandes of 


woꝛldely mattimonp, lette her nat pet thynke that ſhe 


may do what her luſte. Foz often tymes wydowes do 
m.ii. ſhewe 


1. Cor. 7. 
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ſhewe what they haue ben in mariage, and vnder the 
lybertie of wydowhecd, open and ſhewe that whiche 
they kepte in befoze foz feate of thepz houſbandes. As 
| byzdes, whan they be out of they; cagis, by and by 
tourn to their olde conditions. Lpkewile many women 
L ſhewe out at ones the vices that they diſſembled (ſo as 
| they coulde whple that theyz houſbandes lyued) after 
that the lettes that they had of they: hauſbandes be ta- 
ken away, Foz than ſhall it be knowen, what natute oz 
condition a woman is of, whan ſhe maye do what ſhe 
wyll. Ind as ſaynt Hieronyme ſapth, che is chaſte in 
dede, that may do iuell and (He lyſt, and wyl nat. Ther⸗ 
fozea woman had nede to wozke moze warely, whan 
both the diſpꝛayſe of vices, and the pzapſe of vertue is 
unputed to her ſelfe. Fozas longe as her houſbande ly⸗ 
d, he had a great parte of bo 
In the wydowheed Chziſte her ſpouſe wyll Ipghtlp - 
elpe her that wyll lyue vertuouſly. Ind ik we do any 
thyng well, we ought to thanke hym therkoze: and il 
| we do pll, it is co be referred to our ſelfe. Ind as a man 
l bath all his iope in his wyfe, ik ſhe be good, in lykewyſe 
Il, no man can beleue how pleaſant and amiable ſhe is to 
Chziſte.that playeth the wydowe in dede,that is to ſay, 
the which bepng deſolate in this life, hath all het hope 
. Tino. . and truſt, and all her iope and delpte in Chaiſte, Jud 
ſuche ſapnt Paule commaundeth to thebyſſhoppes to 
haue in regarde: fo; by their pzayer the churche optap⸗ 
12. Neth many thynges ol Chziſte. Foz ſuch a one deſerucd 
to be one of the kyꝛſte that ſawe Chziſte in the temple, 
and to pꝛopheſie of hym to them that were pꝛeſent. HSu⸗ 
che a wydowe is pꝛayſed by the mouthe of god, and 
is commended to vs by his wozde, Foz he ſapth . 
a 


| 
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ſaie:Giue iudgement foz the fatherles chyld, and iuſtir 
fie wydow. Ind agapn he ſayth: Thou ſhaltnat hurt 
a wydow. oz a chyld that is vnder age. Foꝛ if thou hurt 


them. they Chal crye to me, and J (hal here their cryeng, 


and ſhalbe diſpleaſed. a ſtryke the with my ſwoꝛde, ano 


pour wiues ſhalbe wydowes, # pour chudzẽ fatherles. 


Howe they Pakk vſe tem ſelfe af home. THe, v. Chap. 


Ot withſtandyng that holy men wolde wydowes 
chulde be ofte in the churche, and ſtyll in 7 — 
yet they dyd nat vtterly fozbyd them woꝛldly buſpnes. 
Fo: ſapnt Paule ſaythe of wydowes, wzytynge vnto 
Tymothe: Jf any wydowe haue chyldzen, oz childers 
childze,let her fyꝛſt lerne to handle her owne hous ver- 
tuoully,and do foz her pzogenitours agapne. 

¶ Let the wydowe teache this, lette the childzen lerne 
this, that is, to behaue them ſelfe lowlp and REP 
to their fathers and mothers, graundfathers a gr 
mothers, Foz we ſe it chaunſeth oft tymes, that they 
that bebzought vp with a wydowe, by the meanes of 
her ouer moche lufferance and cheryſſhynge, be ſtob⸗ 
bozne and inobedient to them, whom they ſhuld obeye: 
in ſo moche that in ſome countreys, and in eſpeciall in 
mpne, it ts bled in a common pꝛouerbe, to cal them wy⸗ 
dowes Cockneis, that be vll bzought vp chyldzen, and 


counſayle a yonge woman. bepng a wydowe, to put the 
bzyngyng vp ot her childzen vnto ſome good and ſad 
man. Foz ſhe is ſo blynded with the loue of them, that 
the thynketh ſhe dealeth hardly with them, whan ſhe 
maketh of them moſt, Howe be it ſome haue ben great 
wple women, and haue bzought vp their childꝛen bothe 


that be ſelke wyld. a vathzyfty yog me. Chertoꝛe Jwold, 


Ex od. 12 


| 
| 


N 
| 


— 
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very well and wyſely : Is Coznelia, that bzought bp 
Gracchus herſon : and Ueturia. whiche bzoughte vp 
Martius Coziliane: in ſo moche that what noble acte 
ſo euet he dyd in the common welthe, eyther at home o2 
from home. he was euer incited with this thyng, that 
he might do ſo, that it might be alowable to his mother 
that had bzought hpm vp. But howe childzen > wor be 
bꝛought vp. I haue taught in the boke afoze.Therfoze 
let the widowe loke there what ſo euer maketh fo: this 
purpoſe. Ind as foꝛ thep: houſeholde, the apoſtle afoze 
ſayd, witeth of it. It any widowe do nat ſe to her owne 
frendes ſpecially, ſhe denycth her fayth. and is wozle 
than an infidell. Yet leſt ſhe be to homelp, to put her (elf 
in pꝛeſſe, tn company of her ſeruauntes, namely if ſhe 
be yonge, lette her here what ſayne me ſaythe 
wzityng vnto Saluina. Chaſtitie(ſayth he) in women 
is a bzyttpll thyng, and lyke a goodly flower that wyd⸗ 
dereth and dzieth with a litel wether, and a (mall blaſt: 
and namely tf the age be apte to vice, and the auctozitie 
of the houſbande lackyng, whole ſpirite is the defender 
ok the wpfe. what uld a wydow do among a great 
numbꝛe of mens ſatuauntes. whiche J wolde nat ſhe 
ulde ſet at naught, as bondmen, but abaſſhe and re⸗ 
garde as men? How be it if ſhe haue a great houſe.that 
tequireth moche mans ſeruice, let her make ſome well 
aged man cular, that is ſad and diſcrete, and of good 
conditios, whoſe honeſtie ſhalbe his maiſttes pp. 
Fo; I haue knowen many, that haue ſhutte vp they; 
dozes, and haue nat comen abꝛode, and yet haue had an 
yll name with they; owne ſeruauntes, whom ouer goꝛ⸗ 
gious aparel ofthe ſeruat hath cauſed to be ſuſpected, 
ozels the welfare and good lybyng of his body, — 
apte 
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pte fo: pleaſure, oꝛ pzide,oz high mynde by the teaſsn 
—— he knewe he was loued of his mayſtres: whiche 
loue, though it be wel hpd, yet many tymes it appereth, 
wha he diſpiſeth his felo wes, as they were his bondme. 
Thele be the woꝛdes of ſaint Hieronyme: vnto the whe 
che J adde this mozeouer. That beſt is foz a wydow to 
mynyſſhe her houſeholde,tn efpecta'l of me, and to take 
bnto her ſome well aged woman, wyle and vertuous, 
with whom ſhe map leade her lyfe: and aſke counſaple 
of her in ſuche matters as pertayne to women. Ind ik 
ſhe be aged her ſelfe, let her take to her ſome olde man, 
that is ſome kynſman ofhers, oz of heralyance, whom 
ſhe may truſt vnto. 


Noce he ol wold, that the 
hulde euer be vnder the rule of they; fathers, 
and bꝛotherne. and houſbandes, and k 


¶ Let her dwelle rather with her mother in lawe, oz 
her houſbandes alyaunce and , than with. 
herowne,both fo: the remembzaunce of herhouſband, 


fo; whoſe ſake it may a , that ſhe loueth better his 
kyn and his blode, than her owne. Ind in as moche as 
te is tranſlated into Þ kinred, vnto the which ſhe hath- 
bome chyldzen, oz at the leaſt wyſe ſhulde haue done. 
Mozeouer, the diſcipline of chaſtitie is rekened moꝛe 
ſtrayte amonge alyance and kynſtolkes:bycauſe there. 
is leſſe cheriſſhyng and lybertie. But a vertuous wo⸗ 
man wy] nat be ſo moch moued with all theſethynges, 
as with the remembꝛaunce and loue ot her houſbande. 
Foz ſo Intonia,doughter bnto Marcus Antonius the 
ludge, wyle vnto Dꝛuſus, ledde all herlyfe with — 
mother 
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mother in lawe. Lykewyſe Linia lefte her houſe and 
her counttey to dwelle with her mother in law Hoemy. 

Crcepte there be with her mother in law ſome nyte and 
wanton yonge men, that may cauſe a blotte in het good 
name, oz put her chaſtitie tn teoperdy:02 except the wo⸗ 
ame that be her akans, be nat of all the beſte fame: foz 
than it is moze wyſdome to go to her owne kinſfolkes. 


owe iger Pall beſane (ſem ſekfe foztge, The. vi Chapter. 


O2 whyles they ſhal haue cauſes to go a bꝛode. 
Therfoze let them go couered, and ewe in dede. 
what theyz name meaneth. Fo:$ name of a wpdowe in 
Greke 5 Latin is as moch to lay as deſolate a deſtitute. 
Therfoze there ts moch difference betwene one goynge 
alone, a companted with men. Ind ſeyng Þ ſo gret ſad⸗ 
nes of behauout and raiment is requtred in a wpfe,ths 
what ought to be conſidered in a widowee She ought þ 
ow Coupes — UN 9 27. — 

| . eynge 0 0 gyte 

to other, howe can it do well. that they ſhuld go fozth ap 
poited tn p armour of the deuyll, both to hewe p pomp 
and vanite of their owne mynde # ſer the ſnares ol Sa | 
tanas in ſtede of thee of Chaſteewherfoze latint 
Imbzoſe ſaith full wel, ,and 

ſad a demute jokes, warton # nyte lokes be kept vnder 

t vnlauful luſtes quenchcd, The ſureſt is nat to go mo 
che abꝛode: a whi the goth, to de cõpanied with ſome 
good a ſad womũ. 
Let her ſeche to no churches where as is teſoꝛte but 
where as no body is where no occaſiõs is of treſpaſ⸗ 
1 r good quietnes and occaſion of pꝛapinge. 


et her nat kepe moche company with friers # poet 
c 


— — 


Ita wydow wold 
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tis. Foꝛ the diuell is crafty, and by long ble hath lerned 
by what craft euery body may be ouercomen, And ir he 
haue opoztunity,he wil ſone bzing his purpole to paſſe: 
fo; he hath none other thyng to occupy him lelfe with. 
aſke any counſapl, let her choſe ſome 
aged man that i s paſt the luſt of the woꝛld. noꝛ is infe- 
ted with any vices,noz is ſet vpon couetouſnes,no; wil 

ſet his minde on flatety foz hope of vantage or lucre of 
money, and that is well lerned. by moch experience hath 
gathered gret wiſedom. that he neithet kepe het mynde 
Qrayter than nede is. nozlette her haue ouer moche the 
bʒydle of liberte, noz doth count nothyng moze pꝛecious 
no; dere than trouth and vertu: let her, what ſo euet the 
douteth ew to him, and be aknowen to none other bo 
dy. Saynt Hieronime wziteth to Euſtachium,and gy- 
ueth her ſuch maner counſaile. It thou dout any thyng 
of ſcripture, oʒ be ignoꝛant in it, aſte ofhim that is com 
medable of lyuing# foz his age excuſable, noꝛ hath any 
euel name, and that map ſay, haue diſpoſed the to one 
man to yelde a chaſt virgine vnto Chʒiſte. Ind if there 
be none that can expounde and declare thy doutes, it is 
better to be (gnozant ſafely, than to know with ieoper⸗ 
dy. Foz in coũttes and in reſoʒt of men and gatheryng 
of people. a wydow ſhuld nat medle. In the whiche pla 
ces there is great ieoperdy of thoſe thynges, that a wp- 
dow ought to ſet moſte by. And a wpdow.that is chaſt. 
honeſt,of good fame, and bertuous ought to do lo,that 
do good, nat only to her ſelfe, but alſo to other 


ſhemap | 
folkes- A biode. and afoze many mennes eies and hand 


lynges, ſhamkaltnes by litel and litell gothe away, and 


honeſtie and chaſtite commeth in 4991 — though 
yied, And as 


fo: 


they be nat ouercomen, yet they be loze 
F 


Quniefres 
of minde, 


Luc. 10. 
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fo: the ouertõmyng euery man wil ſay,nat as the thing 
is in dede, but as he luſteth. 

C Moꝛe ouer, the cares of this wozlde coole the loue 
and deſyꝛe of heuenly : and as our loꝛde lapth 
in the goſpell. The ſede falleth among thoznes, that is 
choked with thoughtes a buſines of this pzelct like:net- 
ther is ſuffred to growe vp to good cozne. Ind like wile 
as a ſee.that the wynd hath lyen ſoze vpon, is yet toſſed 
and troubled, after that the wynde is layd, and the tem- 
peſt gone: ſo mans mynde lately comen our of buſines 
of p wozld, yet caſteth in his minde x ſtudy the ſame thin 
ges, # panteth after his labour :noz can nat afterhts 
trouble come ſtreyght to it ſelfe. Ind whan the mynd is 
troubled, what maner of pꝛaiers can be ſayd-Uerely;as 
you may ſee, carefull and vnquiet ſauoryng of the mire 
and dyzte of this peuyſſhe wozld : lyke as whana ryuer 
oꝛ fountayne is troubled a man can dzaw no-water but 
S f ts that that lyfteth vs vp 

e qu ok mynde is 

hieſt vnto the ſpeche of god, as it did mary Maudlene, 
whiche all mannes and wozldely buſpnes gyuen ouer, 
ſat at the feete of out loꝛd, diligently heryng his woꝛde. 
Therfoze is ſhe commended by the teſtimony of Chaſte 
that ſhe had choſen the beſt party, the which ſhulde nat 
be taken krom her. 

¶ But here wolde ſome ſay. My landes be in perill Þ 
am ſued. Unto that here the ſapeng of ſaynte Imbzoſe. 
Do nat complayne, that thou art alone: oz chaſtity re⸗ 
quireth ſolytatmes:and a chaſt woman delpzeth ſecret⸗ 
nes. But thou haſt matters and buſines, and feareſt 3 
attuyrne of thyn aduerſatp, pleadyng befoze the iudge. 


But our loꝛde entreateth foz the, ſapeng: Gyue _——_ 


aud ttoublous, muſt nedes w 
to loth her, and hindzeth her of ß ſuccour that Jſpake 
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ment fo2 the fatherles childe, and iuſtifie the wpdowe. 
But yet Þ woldeſt kepe thine heritage. The heritage 
ok chaſtitie is fat greatter : the whiche a wydow ought 
better to kepe than a wife. And if thy ſeruant offende, 
foꝛgiue him. Foz it is better Þ thou fozbeare an others 
faute,thi vtter thyn owne. Thus ſaith ſaint Imbzoſe. 
¶ Ilſo J wold Þ ſhuldeſt vnderſtande, that my minde 
is to haue her matter the moſt tendzed of the tudges, 
that hath but feble atturneys, oz none at all. Foz than 
ſhall the iudges take on them the roume of atturneis. 


whan they withſtande often tymes myghty defenders 


and aduocates. Foz naturally we hate them that haue 
gret power and riches,and helpe them that haue lytel, 
and go about to put downe them that exalte them ſelf, 
and to helpe bp them, that be humble and lowely. 

¶ Alco it is oꝛdeined of nature,that in mens opinions 
as the wiſe man ſaith, in all maner of ſtryfes the great⸗ 
tet ſhall ſeme ta do the wzonge, yca though he haue it 
done to hym. bycauſe he may do moze. Ind the ſame 
that J haue ſayd of iudges, vnderſtande me to haue 
ſpoken ot attourneis. Unto whom, all the wydowes 
matter ſhalbe moze credible, whom they ſe ouer ſham⸗ 
faſt to defend her owne quarell: and her matter halbe 
ſo moche moze / recommended vnto them, the leſſe that 
ſhe recommendeth it. And her cauſe ſhalbe moze like to 
be good, whom men thynk ſo good and vertuous,that 


ſhe wyll neither aſke noz hold that is nat her owne, 


¶ So a good woman ſhall nat bzyng with her to the 
courte argumentes of pleaders in the la we but the au⸗ 
tozitte ot᷑ eco: de. And ſhe that is bablyng, and buſy, 
men,and make them 


n i. ok 
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of. And this J haue fayd by good iudges and aduo⸗ 
cates, 0: at the leaſt ſuche as ſhe knoweth nat to be yll. 
Fo: ſome be nyte and wanton, that they wyll ſell theyz 
counſaple and iudgemẽtes foz their vnchzifty pleaſure 
of their body, Upon whom doutles the common good 
oꝛder and maner wold take punyſhement, ſauyng that 
the lawcs,as the wiſe man ſaid, be like the copwebbes, 
that take all lytel beaſtis, and let the great alone. But 
a good wydo we, ik ſhe knowe that they be ſuche, as ſhe 
may well inough by they; name that they haue of the 
people, ſhe (hal eſchewe them and fle, nat only with the 
loſſe of het goodes, but allo ieoperdy of her ſeif.it᷑ nede 
werte. And the ſame J wold ſhe ſhuld do by all that be 
wanton and vicious. = . 

C Nowofrunnyng about to other mens houſts.ſaint 
Paule hath a pꝛetept.that thoſe wydowes ought to be 
abiecte, as mpſfamous, that tounne dell from houſe 
to houſe: and nat only pdell, but alſo be babblars and 
full of wozdes, where as is nat conuenient. Fo: there 
be ſome, whiche whan they thynke them ſelfe they haue 
done all they owne buſpnes, than without ſhame they 
medle with other folkes buſines, and gyue counſaple, 
as though they were great ſages, and erho:t and giue 
p:cceptes, rebuke and cozrecte, pyke fautes, and be 
wondꝛous qupcke of ſpghte from home, and at home 
blynde mough, 


Cf ſeconde mariages, Tbe. vii. Chap. 


Oz to condemne and repzoue btterly ſecond maria⸗ 
ges, it were a poynt of hereſpe. Bowe be it that bet- 


ter is to abſteyne than mary agapne, is not only coun⸗ 
ſayled by Ch:iſtpan purenes; that is to ſap. by diume 


wyſcdoine, 


N 


＋ 
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wyſe dome, but alſo by pagans, that is to ſav, by wozld- 


lywyſedome, Coznelius Tacitus, as J haue teherſed, 
ayth: The women of Amapne were nat wont to marie 
but of maides. and though they were widowes in thei 
youth. yet wold they nat mary agayne, and ſpecially» 

noble womt᷑. Ualetia, ſpſter vnto Meſſala, and Pozta 

the ponger doughter of Cato. whan there was p:ayſed 
vnto her, fo: her goodnes, a woman that had be twyle 
maryed: Poztta anſwered, An happy and a chaſt dame 
wolde neuer marie ofrener than ones. Coznelta, the mos 
thcrof Caius and Titus Gracchus, whan ſhe was 
moued with great pzomiles by Ptolome the kynge of 
Egpypt,toinaty agayn, the refuſed, ⁊ had leauet be cal - 
led Coznelta Gracchus wife, than the queneof Egypt. 
¶ Alco ſeconde mariagis were rebuked in plates # en⸗ 
terludes, and verſes of poetes in this maner ; Ofte ma 
tyeng tan nat be without occaſion of tepꝛeheſion: And 
a woinan that marieth many, can nat pleſe many. Nat 
Wſtandpng wydowes lap many cauſes, wherfoze they 
ſay they muſt mary agayn: of who ſanct Hierome ſpe⸗ 
keth in this maner wꝛitig vnto the holy woman Furia. 
Yong widowes, of who ther hath many gon backward 
after the deupll, after Þ they haue had theyz pleaſure by 
maryeng in Chziſte. be wont to ſay, My goodes ſpylle 
dayly, the heritage of myne auncetty periſſheth, my ſer⸗ 
uaunts ſpeke ſtubburnly a pzeſumptuouſly, my mayde 
wyl nat do iy comaundement, who ſhall go befoze me 
fozthc? who (hall anſwere foꝛʒ my houſe tent: who ſhall 


teache my yong ſonnes! who ſhall bzyng vp my pong 


doughters:And ſo they lay that foz a cauſe to maty foz, 
which ſhulde rather let them from it. Foz ſhe bzyngeth 
bpon her childzen an enemy, and nat anozſſher: nat a 

| n. ui. father, 
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luſt, foꝛgetteth her owne wombe:and ſhe that late afoze 
{at — — her childꝛen, that percepue nat 
theyz owne loſſe and harmes, now is pyked vp a newe 
wyke. where to layeſt thou the cauſe in thyne enheri⸗ 
taunce, aud pzyde of thy ſeruauntes: cofeſſe thyne own 
viciouſnes. Foz none of pou taketh a houſband but to 
the entent that ſhe wyl lie with him, noz excepte her luſt 
pꝛicke her. wohat a ragiouſnes is it, to ſet thy chaſtitie 
comon lyke an harlot,y thou maiſt gether riches? Ind 
fo; a vile, and a thyng that ſhall Cone paſſe away, to file 
thy chaſtitie that is a thing moſt pꝛecious q euerlaſting 
If thou haue childzen all redy, what nedeſt thou to ma⸗ 
rie: It thou haue none, why doſt thou nat feare the ba⸗ 
on that thou haſt pzoued — _ auentereſt » 
on an vncettaine thyng, and fozgoſt honeſtie an 
chaſtite Þ thou waſt ſure of. Now thou haſt waiting of 
ſpouſage made the. that within ſhozt whyle after, thou 
mapſt be compelled to watte a teſtament.The houſbade 
hal ten him (elf ſicke,and ſhal do on lyue and in good 
helthe,that he wold haue to do whi thou ſhalt die. Ind 
if it chaunce that thou haue childze by the ſecond houl⸗ 
bande, than riſeth ſtrife and debate at home within thy 
houſe. Thou ſhalt nat be at liberty to loue thyn owne 
child;e equally neither to loke indifferently vpon the, p 
thou haſt bozne: thou ſhalt reache'them meate ſecretly, 
he wyll enuie him that is deed, #ercept thou hate thyne 
owne chpd2en, thou ſhalt ſeme to loue they: father pet. 
And if he haue chyldzen by a nother wife tha ſhal play⸗ 
crs and geſters raile and geſt vpon the. as a crucl ſtep- 
dame. Jf thy ſtepſonne be ſycke, oꝛ his heedake, thou 
ſhalce be diffamed foz a wytche: and if thou gyue hym 
nat 


father, but a tyzanne. Ind ſhe inflamed with vicious 
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nat meate,thou ſhalt be accuſed of crueltie: and if thou 
nue any,thou ſhalt be called a poyſoner.xohat J pꝛay 

hath ſecond matiagis ſo pleſant, that can be able to 
recompece theſe euylles. Thus ſaith ſaynt Hieronime. 
¶ As fo2 the pzeyſe of continence and chaſtitie.a coun⸗ 
ſayling from ſeconde martagts what can J be able to 
ſay after the eloquent fountayne of ſaint Dieronime, 02 
the ſwete dilicates of ſaynte Imbzoſe ſpeche: Therfoze 
who ſo deſp2eth to knowe any thynge of thoſe matters, 
let him loke it of them. Foz it longethe nat tomy pur: 
pole, to recyte all they; ſayenges here, Foz Þ do nat in⸗ 
tende to wzite exoztations bnto any kinde of lyuyng. 
but to gyue rules, howe they may lyue. Neuer the leſle 
J wolde counſayle a good woman to continue in ho⸗ 
ly wydowheade, namely ik ſhe haue childzen : whiche 


that lyfe, lette her giue an eare vnto ſaynt Paule the a⸗ 
poſtel, wziting vnto the Coztnthies in this wyſe: J lay 
to vnmaried women and wpdowes, it were good foz 
them, if they kepte them ſelfeas' J am. but yet if they 
can nat ſuffer, let them marie. Foz it is better to marye 
than bourne. Ind the ſame apoſtel wziteth vnto Timo⸗ 
the thus: Put away ponge wydoweg, koz whan they 
haue abuſed them ſelt at large, than wold they mary to 
Chziſt. and are condemned, bycauſe they haue refuſed 
their firſt pꝛomyſe, and walke ydle from houſe to houſe 
neither only idle. but trifling and bablyng. pꝛating and 
talkpng, ſuche thynges as be nat comelp. Therfoze J 
wolde that the yonger ſhulde matye and bꝛyng fozthe 
thildꝛen, and rule theyz houſe and gyue theyz enmy no 


. eccaſion to ſay iuel by them, Foz there be ſome, whiche 


ſtreight 


thyng is the entent and fruce of matrimony, But # ſhe 
dout leſt ſhe can not auoyde the pꝛickes of nature with 
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after their conucrſis haue folowed Satanas. 
Rane that ther do it not by and bp after 
that is a token ; they loued 
ng they haue ſone lefte ſ020s 
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let them ſe to it beloꝛe the b 
— — 
ſuche houſ bandes as be accozdyng Fo and lies 
plapet — rotus,that canneither rule their 


nn yorne ſober 
andthe 


pepne, | 
and kno at 
cher Coat al moge efterne.than the holle colitreps beſide 
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